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6 49% 51% 215 208 37 47 93 34 548

7 56% 44% 215 208 37 47 93 34 548

8 49% 51% 215 208 37 47 93 34 548

9 52% 48% 266 260 23 105 107 50 602

10 48% 52% 266 260 23 105 107 50 602

11 51% 49% 264 325 26 96 116 53 602

12 64% 36% 264 325 26 96 116 53 602

* For complete StudySync Library totals, prose Literature and Informational text counts reflect texts available in the StudySync 
Library that fall within the “Stretch” Lexile Band for each grade level as recommended in Appendix A of the Common Core State 
Standards for English Language Arts. For poetry and drama, which fall outside the Lexile framework, StudySync grade-level  
designations were used to derive totals.

** These totals reflect complete book-length works (in the “Stretch” Lexile Band for a grade, with a few exceptions [e.g.Of Mice  
and Men, Julius Caesar]) available either within the StudySync Library (as PDFs and e-Pubs), or, as hard or digital copies, in the 
StudySync district bundle purchase.



How to strike the right balance of informational texts and literature? When to use a short passage or excerpt  
versus when to use a complete work? Authentic or created texts? Teacher-directed or independent reading?

These are just some of the difficult questions secondary teachers, district curriculum specialists, and content  
providers face in the twenty-first century English Language Arts classroom. Given the complexity of the text 
selection challenges, it’s no coincidence that in their recently released “Myths vs. Facts” addendum to CCSS the 
Council of Chief State School Officers used the entire English Language Arts/Literacy space to talk about text 
selection criteria.

In designing StudySync, our authors and academic team chose to address these challenges by focusing on two  
guiding principles: rigor and flexibility.

StudySync’s rigor is evident not just in the close reading routine developed by Dr. Doug Fisher and Dr. Tim  
Shanahan, but also in the text selections themselves. StudySync’s Core ELA program wasn’t repurposed from an 
old program. StudySync was built from the ground up in 2014 and employs the latest ideas about text  
complexity and rigorous reading. That’s why you see a text like The Lord of the Flies, which has traditionally 
been taught in American high schools, pushed down into the 8th grade curriculum. It’s also why you see many 
shorter texts and excerpts to accompany the book-length works that anchor every unit. To borrow a metaphor 
from Dr. Fisher, becoming an excellent reader is like training to be a great distance runner. Yes, you need long 
runs and long reads to build stamina, but readers, like runners, plateau if they don’t abet distance workouts with 
strength training. In StudySync, the close, rigorous reading of short passages is the strength training that helps 
students push through reading plateaus.

Not every reader, or teacher, for that matter, is prepared for the same type of rigorous reading. That’s why  
flexibility has always accompanied rigor as one of StudySync’s guiding principles. In thinking about flexibility, 
our team considers not only scaffolding for ELs and approaching grade-level readers, but also the flexibility 
for teachers to make their own decisions about text selections. This is where StudySync’s unique Library has 
changed life for ELA teachers. Those challenging questions about text selection in the 21st century ELA  
classroom that we posed earlier? The StudySync academic design team addressed them while constructing our 
Core ELA program, but, more importantly, we have provided teachers the StudySync Library so that they can 
modify, reinterpret, and adapt the curriculum to meet their students’ ever-changing needs. In that way, StudySync 
provides a platform for personalizing learning and curriculum design. 

The best part about the StudySync Library and its resources are that it continues to grow and evolve. There are 
266 Literary selections in the 9-10 Lexile band today. There will, no doubt, be 400 or more by the time school 
districts are coming around on their next adoption. In the last six months alone, we’ve configured dozens of 
Composition, Literature, and Full-text Units from StudySync Library items, Skills lessons, and Blasts. This spring, 
our new design tools will give teachers the power to add to that trove with unit creations of their own. These 
developments are more than new feature adds. They are integral to the ethics of StudySync, to our deep-seated 
belief that classroom resources should be as dynamic as the teachers and students who use them.

Ryan Bubalo
Senior Vice President, Curriculum
StudySync
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