
Name 

Philadelphia 
Public Schools

Location

Philadelphia, PA

Grades

K–12

District Enrollment

201,133

ABOUT THE DISTRICT

The school district of Philadelphia is one 
of the largest in the nation, serving some 
149,000 students in mostly urban areas. 
Every school in the district satisfies 
the federal definition of a “low-income 
school,” meaning at least 30 percent of 
students are low-income, and more than 
70 percent of students qualify for free or 
reduced-price lunch.

As any teacher can tell you, it takes 
significant effort just to make sure 
students don’t fall behind, and there is 
little, if any time and few resources left 
over to address additional learning goals. 
When teachers were told that their 

schools were transitioning toward new 
standards and assessments, they reacted 
with a combination of excitement  
and apprehension.

“It looks really promising, but given the 
programs that we were using a year 
ago, we were really worried that we 
would need to rethink everything we 
were doing,” said Jeannine Campbell, a 
third-grade teacher in the district.

District administrators were equally 
realistic about the challenges that the 
transition brought, and they quickly 
began looking for ways to help 
teachers thrive.

Philadelphia

K-5 Enrollment 71,631

Overview

Wonders Engages Readers, Builds 
Mastery in Philadelphia Schools

CASE STUDY



Implementation
In the spring of 2012, several Philadelphia elementary 
school principals were given the opportunity to pilot 
Wonders, the first K-6 core reading program built 
from the ground up to address these new standards. 
Five schools chose to implement the pilots for the 
following school year.

Beginning in August 2012, the teachers involved 
in the pilot took part in a monthly professional 
development session, provided by McGraw-Hill 
Education, in order to ensure comfort with the 
program. After their initial introduction to its 
key features, the teachers quickly grew adept at 
using Wonders in their classrooms and sought more 
advanced training at their monthly meetings, which 
McGraw-Hill Education was happy to provide.

“The training was really interesting, especially the 
tech part of it, but one of the most remarkable things 
was that they really listened to our feedback,” said 
Ms. Campbell. “McGraw-Hill Education has been so 
supportive throughout all of the meetings.”

Reaction
Having used Wonders on a daily basis for a full school 
year, the teachers in the Philadelphia pilot effectively 
become experts, and many of them said they began 
to experience the benefits of the program right away. 
Their biggest reaction? Relief.

“With the implementation of the new standards 
and everything that comes along with that, this 
year has been a real transition,” said Todd Kimmel, 
a fifth-grade teacher. “Throughout our entire 
curriculum, especially in math, we’ve had to use a lot 
of supplemental material to make sure we’re aligned 
to the new standards, but we haven’t needed any of 
that in terms of reading and literacy—Wonders has 
been more than enough.”

“We were there in one swoop,” added Ms. Campbell. 
“It’s really amazing that we don’t need to supplement 
Wonders with anything. Daily lessons in the Reading/
Writing Workshop and the review tools enabled us to 
cover all of the skills. It was the ‘easy button.’”

Beyond the program’s alignment to the new standards, 
the teachers were impressed with its general flexibility 
and ease of use.

“The whole interface, specifically the teacher website, 
is unbelievably flexible,” said Mr. Kimmel. “I love that 
I can build my lesson plan for the whole week, decide 
what I’m going to teach, and then rearrange it just as 
I see fit.”

Further, Wonders helps make sure that the rigor 
of the new standards translates into something 
that teachers and students can address in a useful 
and meaningful way. Mr. Kimmel explained: “I like 
that Wonders’ texts are more complex and that its 
vocabulary is stronger, but what’s really great is 
how Wonders supports and aligns teaching strategies 
to better deliver this kind of content. The other 
teachers in our school are actually jealous!”

“It’s really amazing that we don’t 
need to supplement Wonders 
with anything. Daily lessons in the 
Reading/Writing Workshop and  
the review tools enabled us to  
cover all of the skills. It was the 
‘easy button.’”

- Jeannine Campbell, 
third-grade teacher
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See how Wonders can support your students’ success. 
Visit mheonline.com/WondersSuccess

RD16 M 09069

Results
Without a doubt, the most important result of 
Wonders has been its impact on the students.

“My students have become better writers in every 
way, from vocabulary to figuring out genres,” said 
Ms. Campbell. “They’re finding their information 
in various ways, and they’re learning how to be 
successful, which is what we all want, but the best 
thing of all is how much they love to read.”

Mr. Kimmel added: “My students love certain 
components of it in particular; Interactive 
whiteboard lessons really draw them in, and they 
always look forward to the videos and even the 
vocabulary cards. And I’ve really seen them grow. 
Before, it was like pulling teeth to get them to 
reread or cite text evidence, but now that they’ve 
seen how it works, they know to do it right away.”

The digital components are so collaborative that 
even parents are taking note.

“There are parents who have seen the Wonders 
website and make a point to come to me and say, ‘I 
didn’t realize I had access to these things!’” said Ms. 

Campbell. “The books are online, the vocabulary is 
online, everything’s there, and we’re told there will 
be even more next year. It’s made a huge positive 
impression on parents.”

Ms. Campbell also noted that they are seeing 
progress within the classroom. The online component 
is central, but she agreed that it’s nice to have hard 
copies of selections as well. Wonders is really about 
the whole package.

“I feel very fortunate to be partaking in this, and 
my students are lucky to be exposed to it,” said 
Mr. Kimmel. “It makes a world of difference for the 
students, and it makes my job easier. I’m just very 
excited to be a part of it.”

“I like that Wonders’ texts are more 
complex and that its vocabulary is 
stronger, but what’s really great is how 
Wonders supports and aligns teaching 
strategies to better deliver this kind 
of content. The other teachers in our 
school are actually jealous!”

Todd Kimmel,
fifth-grade teacher

• PreK–6 comprehensive literacy program

• Connected programs, no matter the
 level of learner:

 - Intervention

 - English Learners

 - Spanish Language Arts

 - PreK

• All-digital, all-print, or hybrid print/digital

• Student and teacher digital platforms

• Built-in lesson plans, assessments,
 and reporting

• Promotes advanced skills

• Emphasis on close readings and
 text evidence

• Mixture of fiction and nonfiction
 text selections

About Wonders
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