
Balanced Literacy

Find a New Balance
Build strong readers and writers with a  

wealth of resources for your units of study

Grades K–5



Find Your Own Balance  
with These Flexible Resources

Wonders Balanced Literacy Guide 
Create your own instructional path or customize 
our recommendations. Materials are divided into 
six-week units, each including:

• Thematic overview

• Instruction for each of three text sets

• Guidelines on extending and creating text sets

• Options for self-selected reading and genre 
writing

• Projects focusing on research and inquiry skills

• Suggested pacing, though instruction is 
designed to be as flexible as possible to help you 
meet the needs of your students

Launching the Balanced Literacy Classroom 

Support your classroom with the latest research. This 
volume of professional development resources offers 
a mix of research and advice from experts — including 
Donald Bear, Douglas Fisher, and Jana Echevarria — 
along with hands-on tips and techniques to help you 
integrate the latest findings on reading and writing into 
your daily classroom practice. 
 

Guide

Grade 4
Unit 1

A literature-based path for 
developing readers and writers

Balanced
Literacy
Guide

www.mhreadingwonders.com

GuideGuide

Balanced
Literacy

Balanced
Literacy
Guide

A literature-based path for 
developing readers and writers

Grade 1
Unit 1

Balanced
Literacy
Guide

www.mhreadingwonders.com

Balanced
Literacy

A literature-based path for 
developing readers and writers

Grades K-5

Balanced
Literacy

www.mheonline.com/readingwonders

Launching the Launching the Launching the Launching the 

ClassroomClassroom
Classroom

NEED BAR CODE



Resources for You
Support your instruction with dynamic content and frequent modeling opportunities

Model and Read Aloud 
Demonstrate proficient oral reading, expanding 
access to text beyond students’ reading ability, 
exposing students to a variety of genres, and 
examining thinking during the reading process. 

Shared and Interactive Reading 
Help realize goals of modeling reading 
strategies, extending understanding of 
the reading process, sharing reading, and 
interacting with text.

Developing Readers and Writers
With Wonders, reading and writing are 
integrated throughout. Read about it, talk 
about it, then write about it!

Write About the Text 
Student models encourage careful 
consideration of writing skills and strategies, 
grammar, and editing. 



Collaborative Writing
Multiple opportunities to write collaboratively 
with Inquiry Space, an engaging gamified 
environment for grades 3–6.

Independent Writing: 
Writer’s Workspace
Writer’s Workspace offers students powerful 
digital markup tools to use as they develop, 
rewrite, and publish their pieces.

Resources for Your Students
Give your students room to explore a world of rich literature as you guide their 
developing writing skills

Guided Reading
You act as a guide as students read leveled 
texts, reinforce skills, practice reading 
strategies, and build independence while 
engaging in questioning and discussion.

Independent Practice  
and Application
Authentic literature engages students in 
read-alouds, close reading, and writing to 
sources of extended complex texts of their 
own choosing.

Copyright ©
 M

cG
raw

-H
ill Education

Read
Note Taking Have children take notes as they 
read. Encourage children to record:

• important ideas

• unfamiliar words 

• any questions about the text they have

Children can also fi ll in a graphic organizer, 
noting the important events for each section 
they read.

Reread

COLLABORATE

Discuss Notes Ask children to share 
the questions they have about the text. 

Then work with them to go back into the text 
to fi nd evidence to answer the questions. 
Discuss text evidence children cited.

Pages 2–3
High-Frequency Words Have children fi nd 
and read aloud the high-frequency words 
school on page 2 and does on page 3.

Phonics Say the word cat. Have children listen 
for the short a sound. Then have children fi nd 
a word on page 3 with the short a sound as in 
cat.

Comprehension Check Explain to children 
that realistic fi ction tells a story about pretend 
characters that do real-life things. Encourage 
them to look at the pictures to help them 
understand the text and the details in the 
story. Ask: What does Nat do with his friend 
on page 3?

FOUNDATIONS FOR CLOSE READING

ESSENTIAL QUESTION What do you do at your school?

Foundational Skills
Identify High-Frequency Words
Children can practice reading the high-frequency words does, not, 
school, and what.

Decode words with short a
Children can practice reading words with the short a sound to 
connect to text.

What Makes the Text Complex? 

Genre Realistic Fiction

GR B

Word Count 65

Lexile BR

A Fun Day

APPROACHING 
LEVEL

APPROACHING

PAIRED
READ

Realistic 
Fiction 

by Rachel Tandy
illustrated by Elizabeth Allen
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 Grade 4 • Unit 1  1

Volcanoes 
By Seymour Simon

Genre: Fiction

INTRODUCTION Students will read about volcanoes, and why and how 
they form, Seymour Simon writes about the devastation caused by Mount 
St. Helens in 1980 and how volcanoes have grown as the Pacific plate 
moves. He uses photographs to show how damaging volcanoes can be. 

Watch the Literature 
Preview Video for 
Volcanoes.

Classroom Library
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Classroom Library Extended Complex Text
Close Reading

Lexile

1010

TextEvaluator™

23 51

Text Complexity Range for Grades 4-5

740
780

Go 
Digital 

Share the Collaborative Conversations Video: 
Small Group Discussion. 

Close Reading Routine
Read   

• Identify key ideas and details about how 
natural forces affect people.

• Take notes and summarize.

• Use              prompts as needed.

Reread   

• Analyze the text, craft, and structure.

• Use the Reread BLMs.

Integrate    

• Integrate knowledge and ideas.

• Make text-to-text connections.

• Use the Integrate BLM.

 
Access Complex Text

As students read the selection, use the ACT 
prompts to scaffold instruction.

Specific Vocabulary  Throughout Volcanoes 
guide students to find the meaning of unfamiliar 
words, such as using context clues, word parts, 
or the Glossary: molten, magma (p. 6); plates, 
Ring of Fire (p. 14); reclaim (p. 17); weathered (p. 
21); shield volcano (p. 26); stratovolcanoes (p. 28).

Genre  Remind students that maps can help 
them better understand expository text. Ask: 
What does the map on page 14 show? (where 
the Earth’s plates are located) On the map, have 
students point to where volcanoes occur.

Organization  Explain that Seymour Simon 
organizes the text in a meaningful way. Reread 
page 13 with students and ask: How does the 
author organize information about Mount 
St. Helens? (He tells about what it  looked 
like before and after the eruption. He uses 
photographs to compare and contrast.

Collaborative Conversations 
Listen Carefully As children engage in 
partner, small-group, and whole-group 
discussions, encourage them to:

• always look at the speaker.
• respect others by not interrupting.
• repeat others’ ideas to check 

understanding.

EXEMPLAR



How Wonders Balanced Literacy Works

Support Your Instruction
A rich collection of resources will engage your students as they develop skills and understanding.

Classroom Trade  
Library Lessons

 Grade 4 • Unit 1  1

Volcanoes 
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moves. He uses photographs to show how damaging volcanoes can be. 
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Small Group Discussion. 

Close Reading Routine
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Access Complex Text

As students read the selection, use the ACT 
prompts to scaffold instruction.

Specific Vocabulary  Throughout Volcanoes 
guide students to find the meaning of unfamiliar 
words, such as using context clues, word parts, 
or the Glossary: molten, magma (p. 6); plates, 
Ring of Fire (p. 14); reclaim (p. 17); weathered (p. 
21); shield volcano (p. 26); stratovolcanoes (p. 28).
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them better understand expository text. Ask: 
What does the map on page 14 show? (where 
the Earth’s plates are located) On the map, have 
students point to where volcanoes occur.

Organization  Explain that Seymour Simon 
organizes the text in a meaningful way. Reread 
page 13 with students and ask: How does the 
author organize information about Mount 
St. Helens? (He tells about what it  looked 
like before and after the eruption. He uses 
photographs to compare and contrast.

Collaborative Conversations 
Listen Carefully As children engage in 
partner, small-group, and whole-group 
discussions, encourage them to:

• always look at the speaker.
• respect others by not interrupting.
• repeat others’ ideas to check 
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EXEMPLAR

Decodable Readers 
(available K–2)

Visual Vocabulary Sound-Spelling 
Cards

Your Turn Practice 
Book

Word-Building Cards

Decodable Reader

COV_CR14_DR_2_U4_127233.indd   3 1/5/12   12:48 PM

Your Turn
Practice Book

Grade 4

DIGITAL  TEMPLATE

Annotated 
Teacher Edition

Leveled Reader  
Lesson Cards
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Note Taking Have children take notes as they 
read. Encourage children to record:

• important ideas

• unfamiliar words 

• any questions about the text they have

Children can also fi ll in a graphic organizer, 
noting the important events for each section 
they read.

Reread

COLLABORATE

Discuss Notes Ask children to share 
the questions they have about the text. 

Then work with them to go back into the text 
to fi nd evidence to answer the questions. 
Discuss text evidence children cited.

Pages 2–3
High-Frequency Words Have children fi nd 
and read aloud the high-frequency words 
school on page 2 and does on page 3.

Phonics Say the word cat. Have children listen 
for the short a sound. Then have children fi nd 
a word on page 3 with the short a sound as in 
cat.

Comprehension Check Explain to children 
that realistic fi ction tells a story about pretend 
characters that do real-life things. Encourage 
them to look at the pictures to help them 
understand the text and the details in the 
story. Ask: What does Nat do with his friend 
on page 3?

FOUNDATIONS FOR CLOSE READING

ESSENTIAL QUESTION What do you do at your school?

Foundational Skills
Identify High-Frequency Words
Children can practice reading the high-frequency words does, not, 
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Children can practice reading words with the short a sound to 
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Workstation Activity 
Cards

Level Up Lesson 
Cards

1Routine  

Spelling

Materials:
• Index cards 

Step 1: Introduce 
Spelling skills link students’ oral vocabulary 
and their writing ability. As students learn 
to spell, their mastery of phonics patterns in 
reading and writing will accelerate. 

Tell students that they will be practicing 
spelling. Say: I will say a word. Then I will use 
the word in a sentence. Finally, I will repeat the 
word. Say the word softly, making each sound 
in the word. Write the spelling word. As we 
become better spellers, we will become better 
readers and writers.

Step 2: I Do
Sorting words into categories helps students 
recognize similar spelling patterns among 
words. 

Model how to sort words into categories. Say: 
I will model how to remember and organize 
spelling words. Each word belongs to a group 
of similar words. 

• Form categories by writing the spelling 
patterns on an index card.

• Hold up a spelling word card.

• Read the word. Blend the sounds together 
with students.

• Spell the word and identify the spelling 
pattern.

• Place the word card in the proper column.

• Repeat with other spelling words. 

Teacher Tip: Spelling can be taught in many 
ways. One way to practice spelling is by 
using the LOOK — SAY — COVER — WRITE — 
CHECK method:

• LOOK at the word. 

• SAY it aloud.

• COVER it. 

• WRITE it, without looking.

• CHECK to see if it is correct.

Step 3: We Do
To do a closed sort, set categories for sorting 
by identifying a key word or spelling pattern 
for each category. Model how to sort a word 
for each category. 

Model for students how to sort words by 
spelling pattern. Select words with the same 
sound but multiple spellings. For example, 
display a word cards for tree, bee, and eat. With 
students, read the words in each column.

Say: Let’s look at the words tree, bee, and eat. 
All three words have the long e sound. I see that 
they are spelled differently. Tree and bee are 
spelled with a double e. Eat has an ea spelling. 
I can group tree and bee together by their ee
spelling. I can put eat in another column for 
words with the ea spelling.

Here is another example.

be sea baby feel

we pea rocky heel

he cream shady peel

she
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Read-Aloud Cards

Grades K–1
Accessible texts are aligned to the foundational 
skills scope and sequence. Weekly units 
of study alternate between literary and 
informational texts, each focused on a 
content-based inquiry question with an anchor 
standard and key skills.

Grades 2–5
Essential text evidence skills are developed 
through close reading—repeated purposeful 
rereading—of a variety of texts, including 
short complex text, read-aloud selections, and 
longer complex trade books. To provide time 
to explore longer literature selections, our 
suggested organizational path is organized into  
mini-units of study lasting 1-2 weeks, each 
focused on a content-based inquiry with key 
supporting skills.
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Balanced Literacy

Additional flexible resources to reach all students  
in your classroom:

English Language Learners: Wonders for English Learners

Intervention support: WonderWorks

Biliteracy and immersion: Maravillas

StudySync: the innovative cross-curricular  
core literacy solution for grades 4–12

For more information, visit mhreadingwonders.com/collaborative-classrooms


