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ABOUT THE DISTRICT
Overview

Lincoln Public Schools is the second-largest public school district in 
Nebraska. Its 57 schools serve a total of more than 35,000 students from 
a wide variety of socio-economic backgrounds.

Nebraska had closely examined state standards and set out to make sure 
it selected a core reading program that would put it ahead of the curve in 
terms of implementing a standards-based curriculum.

Wonders Engages Readers, Builds 
Mastery in Lincoln Schools 
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Implementation

Because Lincoln Public Schools had not updated 
its K–6 reading program in several years, the 
district was careful when researching its next 
move. Ultimately, it decided to pilot Wonders from 
McGraw-Hill Education among some of its more 
experienced teachers during the 2012–2013 
school year.

“It’s a good match for us,” said Becky Boyle, a 
fifth–grade teacher in the Lincoln Public School 
district. “We wanted text complexity, and we 
wanted a variety of genres. We saw all of this and 
more in Wonders.”

The district chose to implement the program in 
hybrid form, using both print and digital elements.

“In my classroom, I try to use as many of the 
online features as I can, but I sometimes find it 
helps to balance that with some print materials, so 
it’s been great to have that option,” said Elizabeth 
Bowen, a first-grade teacher. “Some elements of 
grammar we like to split up, half on charts and 
half online, so I think it’s great that you can really 
tailor Wonders to your own comfort level.”

Boyle added, “Wonders works regardless of 
whether or not you have a lot of technology. 

Some classrooms have smart boards or enough 
laptops or tablets for every student, and those 
are all wonderful tools that we hope our district 
can work toward providing, but Wonders has 
proven to really meet teachers and schools 
where they are in terms of tech.”

To complement the program’s relative ease 
of use, McGraw-Hill Education provided 
comprehensive Professional Development for 
all teachers participating in the pilot. After an 
introduction to Wonders, teachers participated 
in monthly sessions with McGraw-Hill Education 
trainers to further hone their skills over the 
course of the school year.

Reaction and Results

One year into implementation, the overwhelming 
majority of faculty responses have been positive.

“The students are just so engaged, and we saw 
that right away,” said Boyle. “In the fifth grade, 
we’ve seen dramatic changes—students are so 
excited about the reading, about having a pencil 
in hand and finding the text evidence. It’s even 
gotten to the point where if the teacher forgets 
to ask students to provide text evidence, the 
students remind us.”

“It’s really ended up being a shift in our entire 
teaching mindset,” added Bowen. “Before, we 
would just ask questions, and we asked good 
questions and we got good answers, but the use 
of text evidence has been a really exciting change 
that has made our students better readers and 
better thinkers, even at the first-grade level.”

Aside from the ease of implementation and the 
immediate approval from students, the teachers 
have been most impressed with the quality of 
content.

“Wonders has proven to really meet 
teachers and school where they are in 

terms of tech.”

- Becky Boyle, fifth-grade teacher, 
Campbell Elementary Reaction



3

“The texts are just great,” said Boyle. “It used to feel 
like every week we were reading the same book, and 
everything felt very repetitive and predictable. 
For nonfiction selections, it was all narrative 
nonfiction. With this program, we have fantastic 
informational texts with the guided reading built 
in, and this great variety of genres, along with this 
really excellent vocabulary. It’s unlike anything we’ve 
ever used.”

Because of this feedback, Lincoln decided to 
implement Wonders throughout its elementary 
schools.

“The teachers who weren’t involved in the initial 
pilot all actively want access to Wonders,” said 
Bowen. “They’re really excited that Lincoln 
decided to make the program standard for all 
teachers. The administrators are pleased with the 
growth we’re seeing in our students’ reading and 
comprehension. Honestly, we’re all excited for 
what is in store.”

“The use of text evidence has been a really 
exciting change that has made our students 
better readers and better thinkers, even at 

the first-grade level.”

Elizabeth Bowen, first-grade teacher, 
Kooser Elementary School 

ABOUT WONDERS
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• PreK–6 comprehensive reading program

• Connected programs, no matter the level 
 of learner:

 • Intervention

 • English Learners

 • Spanish Language Arts

 • Pre–K

• All-digital, all print or hybrid print/digital

• Student and teacher digital platforms

• Built-in lesson plans, assessment

• Promotes advanced skills

• Emphasis on close readings and 
 text evidence

• Mixture of fiction and nonfiction 
 text selections

See how Wonders can support your students’ success. 
Visit mheonline.com/WondersSuccess


