
 

Categories 2: Social Sciences – Grades 6-8 

I. Alignment II. Instructional Supports III. Monitoring Student 
Progress 

The instructional materials align with the conceptual shifts of the health 
education standards and grade level outcomes: 

Focus 
1. Provide all students the opportunity to acquire the knowledge and 

skills necessary to achieve the Oregon Diploma which includes: 
the Oregon Academic Content Standards for Social Sciences and 
the Oregon Essential Skills. 

2. Present multiple perspectives and analytical views of historical 
and contemporary issues that align to the Oregon Social Sciences 
grade level standards 

a. 6th Grade: Primary and secondary sources, artifacts, 
timelines, and maps about peoples (including ethnic and 
social minorities) and civilizations (all facets) of the 
Western Hemisphere, with a supplemental Oregon focus. 

b. 7th Grade: Primary and secondary sources, artifacts, 
timelines, and maps about peoples (including ethnic and 
social minorities) and civilizations (all facets) in the 
Eastern Hemisphere. 

c. 8th Grade: Primary and secondary sources, artifacts, 
timelines, and maps representing the broad diversity of 
peoples (including ethnic and social minorities), and 
cultures in North America for the period between 1600 and 
1880. 

d. All grades: Current events articles relating to historic 
approaches to systematic oppression 

3. Focus on equity, identity, diversity, justice, civic engagement, and 
traits essential for democratic citizenship. 

a. Access to personal narratives of social minorities. 
b. Links to, and suggestions for, community/civic 

involvement appropriate for middle school students. 
c. Access to Civil Discourse 

4. Recognize, reinforce, and strengthen the inherent dignity of all 
students. 

5. Foster students to develop empathy for attitudes and cultures 
whose worldview is different from their own. 

The instructional materials support instruction and learning for all students: 
Student Engagement 

19. Offer authentic and meaningful student-centered activities that build interest and 
understanding of varied lived experiences. 

20. Foster and encourage conversations, discourse, empathy, critical thinking, and 
curiosity while addressing past and present forms of systemic oppression. 

21. Engage students in the understanding of everyone’s rights and responsibilities through 
social action beyond the classroom. 

22. Offer guidance for a variety of inclusive, cooperative strategies that question stereotypes to 
engage all student. 

23. Utilize students’ prior knowledge, skills, and experiences to provide a context for making 
sense of events and/or seeking solutions to problems . 

24. Provide opportunities for varied activities (e.g. hands on learning, physical movement, 
simulations, research opportunities, integrated technology, and role play). 

25. Provide activities that incorporate the arts. 

Differentiated Instruction 
26. Facilitate planning and implementation of differentiated instruction addressing the 

needs of Talented and Gifted (TAG), English Language Learners (ELL) and Special 
Education (SPED), and Alternative Education students. 

27. Address Oregon English Language Proficiency Standards in reading, writing, listening and 
speaking. 

28. Provide direct access to equitable resources through various levels of technology. 
a. Speech to text 
b. Text to speech 
c. Audio books 
d. Digital copies 
e. Available in various languages 

29. Provide meaningful adaptations, modifications, and extensions based in student 
inquiry that provide depth of understanding for all students (e.g., TAG, ELL, SPED, & 
Alternative Education). 

30. Support and guide literacy instruction with leveled and accessible text while 
teaching social sciences concepts. 

The instructional 
materials support 
monitoring student 
progress: 

46. Provide various 
achievement level 
models of formative 
and summative 
assessments that are 
aligned to the Oregon 
Academic Content 
Standards for Social 
Sciences, the 
standards for Literacy 
in History/Social 
Studies, and Oregon 
Essential Skills for (1) 
reading, (2) writing, 
(3) applying 
mathematics 

47. Allow teachers to 
access, revise/edit, 
share and print from 
digital sources to 
create and/or modify 
assessments (e.g., 
readings, labs, rubrics, 
primary source 
documents, 
simulations, case 
studies, political 
cartoons, graphs, 
maps, test bank). 

48. Use varied modes of 
assessment (e.g., 
pre-, formative, 



a. Links to current events issues and activities 
connected to historical and current people and 
cultures in grade-level geographic areas studied. 

Rigor 
6. Support and guide in-depth exploration and integration of 

conceptual understandings. 

Instructional Materials 
31. Contain a variety of regularly updated and user-friendly, online materials and resources in 

culturally-sensitive language that are responsive to current events and changes in 
perspectives that are available to teachers, students and families. 

32. Provide ongoing and embedded professional development (e.g. video tutorials, 
webinars) for implementation and continued use of the instructional materials. 

summative, peer, 
group/ collaborative, 
and self- 
assessment). 

49. Provide multiple 
opportunities and 
formats within each 
unit (e.g., debate, oral 
presentation) for 
students to 
demonstrate 

 
  



 
7. Allow students to analyze and evaluate information and sources 

leading to authentic inquiry and making multiple applications to 
real world issues. 

8. Provide opportunities for students to interrogate texts and question 
their truth/validity, bias, and cultural competence. 

a. Provide source references, especially for 
supplementary readings 

9. Encourage students to approach content through a disciplinary 
lens as social scientists. 

10. Cultivate an exploration and problem solving of learning through 
higher level questioning. 

11. Provide opportunities for open ended discussions (i.e., Socratic 
Seminars, Philosophical chairs). 

Coherenc
e 

12. Use developmentally appropriate activities and materials to 
cultivate active civic participation. 

13. Encourage integration of history, economics, geography, civics, 
financial literacy, ethnic studies, and Social Science Analysis. 

14. Promote cross-curricular instruction (e.g. English Language Arts, 
science, the arts, mathematics and technology). 

15. Learning progresses in a relevant and engaging manner, 
building upon prior ideas, practices, concepts, and eliciting and 
addressing misconceptions. 

16. Provide opportunities for instruction relating to recurring themes 
and patterns. 

17. Provide clear purposes for learning experiences, including but not 
limited to: 

a. essential questions 
b. learning targets/objectives 
c. alignment with state standards 

18. Lessons allow for cross-curricular standards alignment that 
can be utilized in other content areas. 

33. Aligned to the Oregon Social Science standards. 
34. Include high interest material and activities in various formats (e.g. 

photographs, videos, graphics, oral histories, artifacts) 
35. Provide guidance on discussing controversial or sensitive topics. 
36. Avoid tokenistic presentations of cultures. 
37. Materials provide a wide variety of age appropriate primary and 

secondary sources (both written and oral traditions) including but 
not limited to: 

a. real-life situations or mirror real-life situations 
b. highlight vocabulary 
c. focused and clear graphics, illustrations, maps, and other 

multimedia 
d. case studies 
e. art 

38. Emphasize academic vocabulary at all levels. 
39. Include objectives and learning targets written in student centered 

language. 
40. Materials provide access to materials that address current events 

(digitally, magazine form, etc.) 
41. Provide at-home activities with text translation to ensure access. 
42. Provides varied instructional materials including, but not limited to: 

a. Maps/atlases (print and interactive) 
b. picture books 
c. high-quality, accurate videos 
d. suggestions for integrated units (chapter books) 
e. supplemental group sets of books (chapter books, guided 

reading books) 
f. Online video to introduce topic 
g. Content presented through multiple means (art, music, etc.) 
h. Diverse and relevant supplemental readings 

43. Supplemental texts, visuals, & primary sources address Oregon 
history and geography. 

44. Access to developmentally appropriate materials and vetted 
websites for student research that are regularly updated. 

45. Digital resource of all types of maps that are updated regularly 
(e.g. population, land use, religion, eco regions, trade, ethnicity, 
socio-economic regions, migration, cultural). 

skills, content knowledge, and receive 
feedback. 

50. Assessments employ use of higher level 
thinking (e.g., synthesis, evaluation, and 
analysis) with accompanying scoring guides. 

51. Assess student proficiency using a variety of 
methods that recognize various perspectives, 
and are accessible, adaptable, and culturally 
unbiased for all students (e.g., Talented and 
Gifted (TAG), English Language Learners 
(ELL), Special Education (SPED) students, 
and Alternative Education Students). 

52. Includes a scoring guide and/or rubric for 
essential question. 

53. Includes test bank with: 
a. manipulative documents, essay 

questions, maps, multiple choice 
questions 

b. opportunity to add own questions to 
test bank material and to create an 
additional/altern ative if needed 

c. scoring guide/rubric for test bank 
essays 

54. Student samples and model examples for 
possible short answer 

 



 
 

questions and/or 
essays. 

55. Hands-on formative 
assessments that 
allow students the 
opportunity to practice 
a given concept. 

56. Formative checks for 
understanding/strategie
s. 

57. Provides a variety of    
exit tickets both   
written and electronic. 

58. Embedded online 
performance tasks 
that are aligned to 
state required 
testing. 

*Overall Rating for the Instructional material: 
 

Key Criteria (#1-18) 
(Scores 0-4) 

Key Criteria (See 
Page #13- 
#14) 
(Scores 0-2) 

Supporting Criteria 
(See Page #15-#17) 
(Scores 0-2) 

Exemplary 100% (3 or 4 KEY, 1 or 2 KEY, & 1 or 2 SUPPORTING) AND 90% 
of Point Value 

Meets Standards ≥80% 3 or 4 ≥80% 1 or 2 ≥50% 1 or 2 
Does not Meet 
Standards 

<80% 3 or 4 <80% 1 or 2 <50% 1 or 2 

 
  



 
SECTION I: Alignment to the 2018 Oregon Social Sciences Standards 

Criterion 1: FOCUS 

Provide all students the opportunity 
to acquire the knowledge and skills 
necessary to achieve the Oregon 
Diploma including the Oregon 
Academic Content Standards for 
Social Sciences and the Oregon 
Essential Skills 

4: Meets all 
criteria (6 
points) 

3: Adheres to the 
criteria (4-5 points, 
no zeros) 

2: Sometimes adheres to the 
criteria (3 points) 

1: Occasionally adheres to the 
criteria (1-2 points) 

0: Does not meet the criteria 

Final Comments and 
Suggestions for Improvement: 

Quality Indicators How to Find the Evidence Rating Specific Evidence from Materials 
Materials align to the 
Oregon Academic 
Content Standards at 
each grade level. 

Review a different unit/chapter and any 
provided alignment documents to 
determine if the Oregon Social Sciences 
standards and related Multicultural Studies 
standards are addressed at grade level. 

Questions to ask: 
• Are some, or all, content strands (civics, 

economics, multicultural studies, financial 
literacy, geography, history, and Social 
Science Analysis) addressed? 

• Do the materials meet Oregon’s content 
specifications? 

• Do the materials address the related 
Multicultural Studies standards? 

0  1   2 

● Grade 7 Discovering Our Past History of the World: Early 
Ages  Ch. 2 “Studying Geography, Economics and Citizenship”: 
This chapter includes material related to NCSS Standards of 
Culture, People, Places and Environments, Individuals, Groups 
and Institutions, Production, Distribution and Consumption, as 
well as Civic Ideals and Practices. 

● Discovering World Geography Grade 6 , Discovering Our 
Past: History of the World, Early Ages Grade 7 and 
Discovering Our Past History of the United States: Early 
Years Grade 8  textbooks and supplemental resources are 
aligned to Oregon Social Science Standards. 

● Grade 8 Discovering Our Past History of the United States: 
Early Years TE p. T47 “NCSS Strand: Individual Development 
and Identity”:  The text has several references to specific 
standards.  

Materials provide activities that 
use reading, writing, and 
mathematics skills appropriate 
for each grade level. 

Review a different unit/chapter and any 
provided alignment documents to determine 
if Oregon mathematics/reading/writing 
standards are addressed at grade level. 

Questions to ask: 
• Do the materials provide 

opportunities to integrate 
grade-level appropriate math, 
reading, and writing and speaking 
skills? 

• Do the opportunities to integrate 
math and literacy focus on Social 
Sciences applications? 

0  1   2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources: Each chapter 
suggests technology extensions and projects, along with graphic 
novels for literacy connections. 

● Grade 6 Discovering World Geography TE pp. 218-220: This 
section includes activities to reach a variety of learning styles, 
including interpersonal, logical/mathematical, visual/spatial, 
naturalist, kinesthetic, auditory/musical and interpersonal.  



Materials provide suggestions 
for appropriate modifications 
and accommodations for 
Special Education, English 
Language Learners, and 
Talented and Gifted students. 

Review a different unit/chapter and 
determine if the materials allow for 
appropriate modifications and 
accommodations for students. 

Questions to ask: 
• Do the materials provide 

opportunities for all students to 
access knowledge and skills? 

• Do the materials demonstrate an 
understanding of best practices for 
Special Education? 

• Do the materials demonstrate an 
understanding of best practices for 
English Language Learners? 

• Do the materials allow for extending 
learning for Talented and Gifted 
Students? 

• Do materials provide options of how 
students can complete assignments or 
demonstrate knowledge and skills? 

• Do the materials encourage independent, 
small, and large-group work? 

0  1   2 

● The print digital textbooks are written at grade level. In addition, 
the digital textbook is text-to-speech. It can also be changed to 
approaching grade level, and has a pop-out Spanish version. 

● Each chapter in the TE presents Intervention and Remediation 
Strategies in the plan pages for each chapter and lesson.  

● The TE is written with materials and activities that are on grade 
level. Each chapter and lesson also contain activities that are BL 
(Beyond Level), AL (Approaching Level), ELL (English Language 
Learner).  

● The textbook is available in LearnSmart®. Using revolutionary 
adaptive technology, LearnSmart® allows the student to read the 
book, answer questions, receive immediate feedback and 
direction to the passage in text relevant to the questions. 

● Hands-On Chapter and Technology projects allow students to 
demonstrate application and mastery of content in alternative 
forms. 

 
  



 
SECTION I: Alignment to the 2018 Oregon Social Sciences Standards 

Criterion 2, 3, 4, & 5: FOCUS 

Present multiple perspectives and 
analytical views of historical and 
contemporary issues that align to 
the Oregon Social Sciences grade 
level standards: 

a. 6th Grade: Primary and 
secondary sources, 
artifacts, timelines, and 
maps about peoples 
(including ethnic and 
social minorities) and 
civilizations (all facets) of 
the Western Hemisphere, 
with a supplemental 
Oregon focus. 

b. 7th Grade: Primary and 
secondary sources, 
artifacts, timelines, and 
maps about peoples 
(including ethnic and 
social minorities) and 
civilizations (all facets) in 
the Eastern Hemisphere. 

c. 8th Grade: Primary and 
secondary sources, artifacts, 
timelines, and maps 
representing the broad 
diversity of peoples (including 
ethnic and social minorities), 
and cultures in North 
America for the period 
between 1600 and 1880. 

d. All grades: Current   
events articles relating   
to historic approaches   
to systematic  
oppression 

Quality indicators How to Find the Evidence Rating Specific Evidence from Materials 
Materials provide more 
than one perspective of 
issues. 

Review a different unit/chapter and 
determine if the materials provide 
multiple perspectives of historic and 
present issues. 

Questions to ask: 

• Do the materials provide a balanced 
presentation of political issues? 

• Is  political partisanship evident? 
• Are multiple perspectives included when 

discussing social issues? 

0  1   2 

● Grade 7 Discovering Our Past History of the World: Early 
Ages  TE p. 308 “Analyzing Primary and Secondary Sources”: 
This is one example of “Thinking Like a Historian” special feature. 
These are included throughout the book. 

Materials provide students with    
uplifting and dignified examples    
of people like themselves within     
the narrative. 

Review a throughout the materials and 
determine if the materials provide multiple 
inclusive examples and  illustrations. 

Questions to ask: 
• Is racial and ethnic diversity evident 

in text examples, illustrations, and 
photographs? 

• Is social, gender, and geographic 
diversity evident in text examples, 
illustrations, and photographs? 

• Are text, illustrations, and photographs 
free of stereotypes and bias? 

0  1   2 

• 6th Grade Discovering World Geography SE p. 90-92: This 
section provides in text examples, illustrations, and 
photographs. 

 

Materials  offer  opportunities 
for  students to experience 
different cultures and 
worldviews. 

Review a different unit/chapter and 
determine if the materials provide 
examples from a variety of cultures 
and worldviews. 

Questions to ask: 
• Are cultural examples free of stereotypical 

generalizations? 
• Are cultural and worldview examples free 

of bias and inaccuracy. 
• Are a variety of cultural and worldview 

examples provided? 

0  1   2 

● Grade 6 Discovering World Geography Chapter 3 TE pp. 
69-103: One of the major themes of Discovering World Geography 
is the study of human geography. Students are presented with 
various cultures to show that people adapt to their environments in 
different ways, that geography influences the way people live, and 
that various factors make cultures unique.  



Focus on equity, identity, 
diversity, justice, civic 
engagement, and traits essential 
for democratic citizenship. 

a. Access to personal 
narratives of social 
minorities. 

b. Links to, and suggestions 
for, community/civic 
involvement 

Materials support the intent of 
the Multicultural Studies strand 
of the Oregon Social Sciences 
Standards. 

Review various units/chapters and 
determine if the materials provide 
support for Multicultural Studies. 

Questions to ask: 
• Do the materials provide support for 

instruction in the histories, 
contributions and perspectives of 
ethnic minorities (individuals who are 
Native American or Americans of 
African, Asian, Pacific Island, Chicano, 
Latino or Middle Eastern descent)and 
social minorities (women, people with 
disabilities, immigrants, refugees and 
individuals who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual or transgender)? 

0  1   2 

● Grade 7 Discovering Our Past: History of the World, Early 
Ages TE p. 441 “West African Music Today”: The textbook 
includes the feature “Connections to Today.” This example 
highlights music today as seen in West Africa. 

 
  



 
appropriate for middle school 
students. 

c. Access to Civil Discourse 
Recognize, reinforce, and 
strengthen the inherent dignity of all 
students. Foster students to develop 
empathy for attitudes and cultures 
whose worldview is different from 
their own. 

a. Links to current events 
issues and activities 
connected to historical and 
current people and 
cultures in grade-level 
geographic areas studied. 

4: Meets all 
criteria (8 
points) 

3: Adheres to the 
criteria (6-7 points, 
no zeros) 

2: Sometimes adheres to the 
criteria (4-5 points) 

1: Occasionally adheres to the 
criteria (1-3 points) 

0: Does not meet the criteria 

Final Comments and 
Suggestions for Improvement: 

• Do the materials offer Multicultural Studies 
examples that relate directly to Oregon? 

• Do teacher support materials provide 
guidance for instructing students from 
differing backgrounds than the instructor? 

• Do materials support student discussions to 
engage in diversity activities? 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources: The online 
resource BTW (By the Way) is available for teachers and students 
in each middle school resource. It includes current events, news, 
and stories written and presented by MHE. This resource presents 
students with engaging and topical stories. BTW includes “Election 
Central” that focuses on current political news. 

● Online homepage>BTW > “You Decide!”: Students are presented 
with 2 points of view on current topics, such as, “Are the Olympics 
worth the cost to the communities that host them?” Class 
discussion is followed by students voting on their opinion.  

 
  



 
SECTION I: Alignment to the 2018 Oregon Social Sciences Standards 

Criterion 6: RIGOR 

Support and guide in-depth 
exploration and integration of 
conceptual understandings. 

4: Meets all 
criteria (4 
points) 

3: Adheres to the 
criteria (3 points, no 
zeros) 

2: Sometimes adheres to the 
criteria (2 points) 

1: Occasionally adheres to the 
criteria (1 point) 

0: Does not meet the criteria 

Final Comments and 
Suggestions for Improvement: 

Quality indicators How to Find the Evidence Rating Specific Evidence from Materials 
Materials ensure new learning builds 
upon previous learning. 

Review different units/chapters and 
determine if the materials provide a 
clear learning development structure. 

Questions to ask: 
• Do students have more than one 

opportunity to learn a concept or skill? 
• Do new concepts and skills build upon 

previous learning? 
• Is there clear scaffolding evident within the 

materials? 

0  1   2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 
o The resource follows the Understanding by Design Model.® 

Understandings (Big Ideas) and Essential Questions 
provide teachers and students with guiding purpose for 
course of study. 

o The textbooks build on Background Knowledge as the key 
to understanding. 

o Each lesson contains progress check and review questions. 
At the end of each lesson is an online self check quiz. 

Materials provide examples 
that cross content lines, 
showing the real-world 
integration of geography, 
history, economics, and civics. 

Review a different unit/chapter and 
determine if the materials provide inter- 
disciplinary connections. 

Questions to ask: 
• Do the materials make connections 

between Social Sciences content 
areas or provide one 
discipline-specific approach? 

• Do teacher support materials clearly 
outline potential cross-curricular 
connections? 

0  1   2 

● Grade 8 Discovering Our Past History of the United States: 
Early Years  TE pp 346-347 “Place and Time” map: This map 
provides visual evidence of the growth of the U.S. In addition, 
the digital version of this map provides a brief narration of 
expansion and interactive features to explore the size, location 
and comparative distance of territories. 

● Grade 6 Discovering World Geography Chapter 6 Lesson 1 
pp. 178-183 “The Physical Geography of Brazil”: The Essential 
Question is, “How does geography influence the way people 
live?” Teachers and students are provided with a variety of 
print, as well as digital, resources to explore the essential 
questions. 

 
  



 
SECTION I: Alignment to the 2018 Oregon Social Sciences Standards 

Criterion 7 & 8: RIGOR 

Allow students to analyze and 
evaluate information and sources 
leading to authentic inquiry and 
making multiple applications to real 
world issues. 
Provide opportunities for students 
to interrogate texts and question 
their truth/validity, bias, and 
cultural competence: including A) 
provide source references, 
especially for supplementary 
readings. 

4: Meets all 
criteria (8 
points) 

3: Adheres to the 
criteria (6-7 points, 
no zeros) 

2: Sometimes adheres to the 
criteria (4-5 points) 

1: Occasionally adheres to the 
criteria (1-3 points) 

0: Does not meet the criteria 

Final Comments and 
Suggestions for Improvement: 

Quality Indicators How to Find the Evidence Rating Specific Evidence from Materials 
Materials provide multiple 
resources, perspectives, and 
documents related to real issues. 

Review a different unit/chapter and determine if 
the materials provide opportunities for students 
to examine and evaluate information to support 
their thinking? 

Questions to ask: 
• Do the materials provide an array of primary 

and secondary sources that address differing 
perspectives? 

• Do students have the opportunity to evaluate 
the sources provided? 

• Are source materials in a variety of formats 
(print, audio, visual, etc.)? 

0  1   2 

● Grade 6 Discovering World Geography TE p. 140 “Is 
Fracking a Safe Method for Acquiring Energy Resources?”: 
“What Do You Think?” special features present primary source 
materials from multiple perspectives and ask students to 
identify points of view and formulate their own opinions. By 
engaging with this question, students evaluate, cite text as 
evidence, identify points of view and participate in a mock 
debate defending one position presented.  

Materials provide varying and even 
conflicting perspectives, allowing 
students to weigh evidence and 
reach their own conclusions. 

Review a different unit/chapter and 
determine if the materials provide varying 
and conflicting perspectives. 

Questions to ask: 
• Do the materials provide a variety of 

perspectives for issues and events? 
• Do the materials reach a conclusion about 

issues and events, or is it open- ended, 
allowing the students to reach conclusions? 

0  1   2 

● 8th Grade: Discovering Our Past History of the United 
States: Early Years SE pp. 126-127 “What Do You Think”: 
this section provides primary source documents from both 
Patriots and Loyalists and challenges students to analyze 
multiple perspectives on the question of independence from 
Great Britain. 

Materials provide primary source 
documents for student review and 
analysis. 

Review a different unit/chapter and 
determine if the materials provide primary 
sources and citations for all sources. 

Questions to ask: 
• How is information presented in the materials? 
• Do  the  materials  provide  an  array  of 

primary  sources  in addition  to 
secondary narrative? 

• Do the materials contain sources in a 
variety of formats (print, audio, visual, 
etc.)? 

0  1   2 

● Grade 7 Discovering Our Past History of the World: Early 
Ages  TE p. 308 “Analyzing Primary and Secondary Sources”: 
This is one example of “Thinking Like a Historian” special 
feature. These are included throughout the book.  

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources: the digital 
textbook includes extra resources for each lesson including 
primary source documents, photographs, videos and more.  

 



Materials cite sources of 
information allowing students to 
evaluate those sources. 

Review a different unit/chapter and 
determine if the materials provide source 
citations. 

Questions to ask: 
• Are source citations included within the 

materials? 
• Are there activities supporting students 

as they examine the cited sources? 
• Are the sources credible? 
• Do the teacher support materials 

provide guidance on determining 
credible sources? 

0  1   2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  
o Online Resources > 21st Century Skills > “How to 

Recognize Historical Perspectives”: This section asks 
students to consider time period, perspective, experiences 
and viewpoints of the people involved as sources for 
material. 

o Primary Sources: students are asked to analyze and 
respond to primary sources incorporated into the textbook, 
the end of chapter assessments, online assessments and 
primary source worksheets. 

 

 
  



 
SECTION I: Alignment to the 2018 Oregon Social Sciences Standards 

Criterion 10 & 11: RIGOR 

Cultivate  an  exploration and 
problem solving of learning through 
higher level questioning. Provide 
opportunities for open-ended 
discussions (i.e., Socratic 
Seminars, Philosophical chairs). 

4: Meets all 
criteria (6 
points) 

3: Adheres to the 
criteria (4-5 points, 
no zeros) 

2: Sometimes adheres to the 
criteria (3 points) 

1: Occasionally adheres to the 
criteria (1-2 points) 

0: Does not meet the criteria 

Final Comments and 
Suggestions for Improvement: 

Quality indicators How to Find the Evidence Rating Specific Evidence from Materials 
Materials  offer  students 
opportunities  for in- depth 
study rather than only 
knowledge- level factual 
questions. 

Review a different unit/chapter and determine if 
the materials provide opportunities for students 
to go into more depth on a topic. 

Questions to ask: 
• Do the materials provide flexibility in pacing 

instruction? 
• Do  the  materials  provide  questions  that 

might  lead  students  to further study? 
• Do the materials use Depth of Knowledge or 

Costa’s Levels of Questioning questions from all 
levels? 

0  1   2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  
o The TE provides teachers with questions to ask for each 

lesson. These questions are categorized as V (Visual Skills), C 
(Critical Thinking-Analyzing, Making Connections, Identify 
Points of View, etc.), W (Writing Skills), R (Reading Skills). 

o The SE provides Progress Check questions within each lesson 
as well as end of lesson review questions checking depth of 
knowledge and understanding. 
 

Materials allow 
students to reach 
conclusions and 
create solutions. 

Review a different unit/chapter and determine if 
the materials provide opportunities for student 
interaction. 

Questions to ask: 
• Do the materials show how global/national 

problems might be addressed at the local level? 
• Do  the  materials  provide  students  with  the 

opportunity  to  do original research and 
thinking to solve problems? 

0  1   2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  
o "Hands On Project":  developed in partnership with 

EdTechTeacher, these chapter projects can be used with or 
without technology in an individual or collaborative setting. 
Online Resources > Chapter Resources or TE Chapter 
Resources. 

o SyncBlasts provide digital Essential Question-based problem 
solving activities. 

Materials support active 
student inquiry. 

Review a different unit/chapter and determine if 
the materials provide connections to the 
Inquiry Arc from the C3 Framework. 

Questions to ask: 
• Do the materials show inquiry as a multi-step 

process? 
• Are there references to the C3 Framework in the 

materials? 
• Do the teacher support materials provide guidance 

on increasing student inquiry? 
• Are supplemental materials included to 

encourage enrichment activities or student-guided 
studies? 

0  1   2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  
o “What Do You Think?” features throughout the text cultivate 

higher level questioning. Students apply skills to examine 
primary sources documents and develop their own opinion on 
key issues in geography or history.  

o "Hands On Project": developed in partnership with 
EdTechTeacher, these chapter projects can be used with or 
without technology in an individual or collaborative setting. 
Online Edition > Chapter Resources or TE Chapter Resources. 

 



 
 

SECTION I: Alignment to the 2018 Oregon Social Sciences Standards 

Criterion 9, 13, 14, & 18: 
RIGOR  & COHERENCE 

Encourage students to approach 
content  through  a  disciplinary 
lens as social scientists. Encourage 
integration of history, economics, 
geography, civics, financial literacy, 
multicultural studies, and Social 
Science Analysis. 
Promote cross-curricular instruction 
(e.g. English Language Arts, 
science, the arts, mathematics and 
technology). 
Lessons allow for cross-curricular 
standards alignment that can be 
utilized in other content areas. 

4: Meets all 
criteria (8 
points) 

3: Adheres to the 
criteria (6-7 points, 
no zeros) 

2: Sometimes adheres to the 
criteria (4-5 points) 

1: Occasionally adheres to the 
criteria (1-3 points) 

0: Does not meet the criteria 

Final Comments and 
Suggestions for Improvement: 

Quality indicators How to Find the Evidence Rating Specific Evidence from Materials 
Materials provide 
examples that cross 
content lines, showing 
the real-world 
integration of 
geography, history, 
economics, and civics. 

Review a different unit/chapter and determine if 
the materials provide inter- disciplinary 
connections. 

Questions to ask: 
• Do the materials make connections 

between Social Sciences content areas 
or provide one discipline-specific 
approach? 

• Do teacher support materials clearly 
outline potential cross-curricular 
connections? 

0  1   2 

● Grade 7 Discovering Our Past History of the World: Early Ages  
Ch. 2 “Studying Geography, Economics and Citizenship” includes 
material related to NCSS Standards of Culture, People, Places and 
Environments, Individuals, Groups and Institutions, Production, 
Distribution and Consumption, as well as Civic Ideals and Practices. 

Materials provide opportunities 
for students to use and refine 
reading, writing, science, math, 
and technology skills while 
studying social sciences. 

Review a different unit/chapter and any 
provided alignment documents to determine if 
Oregon mathematics/reading/writing standards 
are addressed at grade level. 

Questions to ask: 
• Do the materials provide 

opportunities to integrate 
grade-level appropriate math, 
reading, writing, and speaking 
skills? 

• Do the opportunities to integrate math 
and literacy focus on Social Sciences 
applications? 

• Do the materials provide 
opportunities to integrate science 
and technology skills with a Social 
Sciences focus? 

0  1   2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources: TE contains both R 
(Reading Skills) and W (Writing Skills) within each lesson. 

● .Grade 6 Discovering World Geography TE pp. 218-220: TE 
includes activities for each chapter and lesson to reach a variety of 
learning styles including interpersonal, logical/mathematical, 
visual/spatial, naturalist, kinesthetic, auditory/musical and 
interpersonal. See any other chapter for additional examples.  



Materials provide students 
opportunities to analyze events 
and phenomena and recognize 
social sciences features and 
implications 

Review different units/chapters and 
determine if students are encouraged to 
identify social sciences features and 
implications. 

Questions to ask: 
• Are there open-ended questions or 

examples that allow students to identify 
content-specific relationships? 

• Are examples labeled or described as being 
related to one or to multiple contents? 

0  1   2 

● Grade 7 Discovering Our Past History of the World: Early Ages: 
Enduring Themes and Essential Questions are a part of every 
chapter and lesson. These themes and questions are tied to 
National Social Studies Standards and include, but are not limited 
to, topics such as, “How does geography influence the way people 
live?”, “How do new ideas change the way people live?”, “Why does 
conflict develop?”, “How do religions develop?”, and “Why do 
people form governments?” 
 

Materials make major social 
sciences themes evident and 
include themes in multiple 
examples. 

Review a different unit/chapter and 
determine if the materials provide 
thematic support. 

Questions to ask: 
• Are  there  themes  and  patterns  identified 

within  the  materials  that show  the 
continuity of issues, ideas, and events? 

0  1   2 

● Grade 8 Discovering Our Past History of the United States: 
Early Years: Enduring Themes and Essential Questions are a part 
of every chapter and lesson. These themes and questions are tied 
to National Social Studies Standards and include, but are not limited 
to, topics such as, “How does geography influence the way people 
live?”, “How do new ideas change the way people live?”, “Why does 
conflict develop?”, “What motivates people to act?”,and “What are 
the consequences when cultures interact?” 

 
  



 
SECTION I: Alignment to the 2018 Oregon Social Sciences Standards 

Criterion 12, 16, & 17: 
COHERENCE 

Use developmentally appropriate 
activities and materials to cultivate 
active civic participation. Provide 
opportunities for  instruction 
relating to recurring themes and 
patterns. Provide clear purposes for 
learning experiences, including  but 
not  limited to: 

a. essential questions 
b. learning targets/objectives 
c. alignment with state standards 

. 

4: Meets all 
criteria (8 
points) 

3: Adheres to the 
criteria (6-7 points, 
no zeros) 

2: Sometimes adheres to the 
criteria (4-5 points) 

1: Occasionally adheres to the 
criteria (1-3 points) 

0: Does not meet the criteria 

Final Comments and 
Suggestions for Improvement: 

Quality indicators How to Find the Evidence Rating Specific Evidence from Materials 
Materials provide 
grade-appropriate 
examples and narrative. 

Review a different unit/chapter and 
determine if the materials provide age- 
/grade-/developmentally-appropriate 
examples and narrative. 

Questions to ask: 
• Do the materials use grade-level 

appropriate vocabulary, examples, and 
content? 

• Do materials offer supplemental options 
to address the spectrum of skill level and 
maturity in a classroom? 

0  1   2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 
o Each lesson contains both academic and content vocabulary, as well 

as resources to reinforce vocabulary building. 
o Each textbook is available in the digital edition on grade level, as well 

as approaching grade level. 
o Reading Essentials provides a below grade level alternative text. 

Materials ensure new learning 
builds upon previous learning. 

Review the materials and determine  if  the 
materials provide themes and patterns to 
promote understanding. 

Questions to ask: 
• Are  there  structures  within  the  text 

to  identify  connections  to previous 
learning? 

• Do materials provide a scope and 
sequence or framework connecting 
previous activities and skills? 

0  1   2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources: The resource follows 
the Understanding by Design Model® Understandings (Big Ideas), and 
Essential Questions provide teachers and students with guiding 
purpose for course of study. 

● The textbooks build on Background Knowledge as the key to 
understanding. 

● “Predictable Misunderstandings” are noted in each chapter planner.  
 

Materials recognize and return 
to recurring social sciences 
themes and patterns. 

Review a different unit/chapter and 
determine if the materials provide 
recurring themes and patterns. 

Questions to ask: 
• Are  there  themes  and  patterns 

identified  within  the  materials  that 
show the continuity of issues, ideas, and 
events? 

0  1   2 

● Grade 6 Discovering World Geography: Enduring Themes and 
Essential Questions are part of every chapter and lesson. These 
themes and questions are tied to National Social Studies Standards and 
include, but are not limited to, topics such as, “How does geography 
influence the way people live?”, “What makes cultures unique?”, “How 
do people adapt to their environment?”, “Why do people form 
governments?”,and “Why do people make economic choices?" 

 



Materials ensure students 
understand the learning is 
relevant, timely, and authentic. 

Review a variety of units/chapters and 
determine if the materials provide 
students with real-world connections. 

Questions to ask: 
• Does the material provide real-world 

connections to the learning? 
• Does the material provide examples of 

events and issues that relate to current 
situations? 

• Is  the  material explicit  about  reasons 
why  the  learning  is  important to  the 
student/the community/the nation and 
world? 

0  1   2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 
o Each chapter begins with a feature titled "The Story Matters," which 

is designed to engage students with chapter content. 
o Each lesson begins with an "It Matters Because" section. 
o Online edition > BTW: This is McGraw-Hill Networks online current 

events resource available to teachers and students. 

 
  



 
SECTION I: Alignment to the 2018 Oregon Social Sciences Standards 

Criterion 15: COHERENCE 

Learning progresses in a relevant 
and engaging manner, building 
upon prior ideas, practices, 
concepts, and eliciting and 
addressing misconceptions. 

4: Meets all 
criteria (6 
points) 

3: Adheres to the 
criteria (4-5 points, 
no zeros) 

2: Sometimes adheres to the 
criteria (3 points) 

1: Occasionally adheres to the 
criteria (1-2 points) 

0: Does not meet the criteria 

Final Comments and 
Suggestions for Improvement: 

Quality indicators How to Find the Evidence Rating Specific Evidence from Materials 
Materials ensure new learning 
builds upon previous learning. 

Review the materials and determine if the materials 
provide themes and patterns to promote understanding. 

Questions to ask: 
• Are  there  structures  within  the  text  to  identify 

connections  to previous learning? 

0  1   2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources: The 
resource follows the Understanding by Design Model® 
Understandings (Big Ideas), and Essential Questions 
provide teachers and students with guiding purpose for 
course of study. 

● The textbooks build on Background Knowledge as the 
key to understanding. 
 

Materials ensure students 
understand the learning is 
relevant, timely, and authentic. 

Review a variety of units/chapters and determine if 
the materials provide students with relevant, timely, 
and authentic learning. 

Questions to ask: 
• Does the material make real-world connections to the 

learning? 
• Do materials use examples of events and issues 

that relate to current situations? 
• Does the material make explicit the reasons why the 

learning is important to the student/the community/the 
nation and world? 

• Does the material provide clear learning targets? 

0  1   2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 
o Each chapter begins with a feature titled "The Story 

Matters," which is designed to engage students with 
chapter content. 

o Each lesson begins with an "It Matters Because" 
section. 

o Online edition > BTW: This is McGraw-Hill Networks 
online current events resource available to teachers 
and students. 

Materials anticipate and 
address 
misconceptions. 

Review a variety of units/chapters and determine if 
the materials address student misconceptions. 

Questions to ask: 
• Are typical misconceptions identified? 
• Are misconceptions addressed and correct explanations 

offered? 

0  1   2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and 
Resources-“Predictable Misunderstandings” are noted in 
each chapter planner.  

 
  



 
SECTION II - V: Instructional Supports and Monitoring 
Student Progress Key Criteria 

Rate each indicator in Section II & III according to whether it is met, partially met, or not met. Award points for each indicator as shown. 

 
II, III, IV, & V - INDICATORS OF QUALITY: 
Student Engagement, Differentiated 
Instruction, Extensions & Educator 
Supports, & Monitoring Student 
Progress 

SCORE 
Partially 

Does meets/ 
not Not 

meet sure Meets 

                                             EVIDENCE 

21. Engage students in the understanding of 
everyone’s rights and responsibilities 
through social action beyond the classroom. 

0 1 2 
● Grade 6 Discovering World Geography TE pp. 168-169 Writing Skills: Informative/Explanatory “Human Actions and the 

Environment”: This section addresses rights and responsibilities of humans as they relate to the environment. See additional materials 
in online slides and interactive Drag and Drop Resource Game. 

24. Provide opportunities for varied activities 
(e.g. hands on learning, physical 
movement, simulations, research 
opportunities, integrated technology, 
and role play). 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  

o Online Student Edition: This includes an interactive notebook, guided questions, charts, and review games. 
o Online Teacher Edition > Hands-On Project: These chapter projects  provide opportunities for hands-on learning in the form of 

simulations, research opportunities, role play, group collaboration, and more. 
o Online Teacher Edition > Technology Extensions: These projects are included in each chapter to provide opportunities to integrate 

technology into the learning experience.  

27. Address Oregon English Language 
Proficiency Standards in reading, writing, 
listening and speaking. 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources TE contains both R (Reading Skills) and W (Writing Skills) within each lesson. 



29. Provide meaningful adaptations, 
modifications, and extensions based in 
student inquiry that provide depth of 
understanding for all students (e.g., 
TAG, ELL, SPED, & Alternative 
Education). 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 

o The textbooks and digital textbook are written at grade level. In addition, the digital textbook is text-to-speech, the digital text can be 
changed approaching grade level, and the digital text has a pop-out Spanish version. 

o The print “Reading Essentials” are an approaching grade level resource that presents content, maps, timeline and comprehension 
questions in one place. 

o The TE is written with materials and activities that are on grade level. Each chapter and lesson also contain activities that are BL 
(Beyond Level), AL (Approaching Level), ELL (English Language Learner). 

o Each chapter in the TE also presents Intervention and Remediation Strategies in the plan pages for each chapter. 
 

30. Support and guide literacy instruction 
with leveled and accessible text while 
teaching social sciences concepts. 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 

o The textbook and digital textbook are written at grade level. In addition, the digital textbook is text-to-speech.  The digital text can 
also be changed approaching grade level and has a pop-out Spanish version. 

 

33. Aligned to the Oregon Social Science 
standards. 

0 1 2 
● Grade 6 Discovering World Geography  textbook and resources are aligned to the Oregon Social Science Standards for Grade 6 

Western Hemisphere geography. 
● Grade 7 Discovering Our Past History of the World: Early Ages textbook and resources are aligned to the Oregon Social Science 

Standards for Grade 7 study of history of the Eastern Hemisphere World History. 
● Grade 8 Discovering Our Past History of the United States: Early Years textbook and resources are aligned to Oregon Social 

Science Standards for Grade 8 study of American History. 

35. Provide guidance on discussing 
controversial or sensitive topics. 

0 1 2 
● Grade 6 Discovering World Geography TE p. 78 “Think Again”:  Students are asked to apply the concept of push and pull factors 

as reasons for immigration. This instruction, along with the online video titled, “Migration,” presents students with various factors that 
cause people to migrate. Teachers are provided with background information and questions to guide discussion. 



37. Materials provide a wide variety of       
age appropriate primary and    
secondary sources (both written and     
oral traditions) including but not     
limited to: a) real-life situations or      
mirror real-life situations; b) highlight     
vocabulary; c) focused and clear     
graphics, illustrations, maps, and    
other multimedia; d) case studies; e)      
art. 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 
o TE contains a complete list of interactives, maps, videos, graphs, charts, games and more available to teachers and students. 
o Grade 6 Discovering World Geography Online Edition > Resource > Keyword Search > Case Study > Environmental Case Study: 

North America examines the importance of healthy oceans for North America. 
o Grade 7 Discovering Our Past History of the World: Early Ages Online Edition >  Resource > Ch. 11 “Place and Time”: Each 

chapter contains a Place and Time feature that includes an interactive map and timeline. Students can explore map layers, annotate, 
and measure distance. On the multi-tiered timeline, click on the + for additional information on the topics.  

o Grade 8 Discovering Our Past History of the United States: Early Years “Geography Connection/The Columbian Exchange”: 
 Students analyze geographic movement theme and evaluate positive and negative aspects of the Columbian exchange. 

 

38. Emphasize academic vocabulary at all 
levels. 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 
o Each lesson provides teachers with definitions of academic vocabulary, along with tips on how to incorporate and teach academic 

vocabulary. 
o Each chapter includes both academic, as well as social studies, content vocabulary.  
o Online Edition > Resources > Chapter Resources: This section includes content vocabulary and academic vocabulary worksheets. 

46. Provide various achievement level 
models of formative and summative 
assessments that are aligned to the 
Oregon Academic Content Standards 
for Social Sciences, the standards for 
Literacy in History/Social Studies, and 
Oregon Essential Skills for (1) reading, 
(2) writing, (3) applying mathematics. 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 

o The textbooks provides both formative and summative assessment options in every chapter. 
o The digital textbook provides formative progress checks and summative end of chapter assessments. The students can type their 

responses directly into their digital textbook and submit their answers in digital format to the teacher. 
o The digital textbook has a 10-question self-check quiz at the end of every section. 
o The E-Assessment is a fully digital online assessment creator. Teachers have access to pre-made quizzes and tests. These 

resources have technology enhanced questions, as well as short answer, written response, and other formats. Teachers can create 
their own tests from online test banks, edit existing questions, or make their own questions.  

o Hands-On Chapter and Technology projects allow students to demonstrate application and mastery of content in alternative forms. 



49. Provide multiple opportunities and 
formats within each unit (e.g., debate, 
oral presentation) for students to 
demonstrate skills, content knowledge, 
and receive feedback. 

0 1 2 
● Grade 6 Discovering World Geography TE p. 34: “Are Street-Mapping Technologies an Invasion of People’s Privacy? 
● Grade 7 Discovering Our Past History of the World: Early Ages TE p. 228: “Did Socrates Commit Treason?” 
● Grade 8 Discovering Our Past History of the United States: Early Years TE p.444: “Did the South have the right to secede?” 

50. Assessments employ use of higher level 
thinking (e.g., synthesis, evaluation, and 
analysis) with accompanying scoring 
guides. 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 

o The TE provides teachers with questions to ask for each lesson. These questions are categorized as V (Visual Skills), C (Critical 
Thinking-Analyzing, Making Connections, Identify Points of View, etc.), W (Writing Skills), R (Reading Skills). 

o Possible answers are included for all questions. 
o The Chapter Planner pages provide a key to various level thinking questions for each chapter and lesson. 
 

51. Assess  student  proficiency  using  a 
variety  of  methods  that  recognize 
various  perspectives, and  are 
accessible, adaptable, and culturally 
unbiased for all students (e.g., Talented 
and Gifted (TAG), English Language 
Learners (ELL), Special Education 
(SPED) students, and Alternative 
Education Students). 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 

o The digital textbook provides formative progress checks and summative end of chapter assessments. The students can type their 
responses directly into their digital textbook and submit their answers in digital format to the teacher. 

o Teacher resources include print versions of Guided Reading worksheets, Graphic Organizers, Quizzes and Tests. These are in 
digital resources and are downloadable into PDF or Word format. 

o The E-Assessment is a fully digital online assessment creator. Teachers have access to pre-made quizzes and tests. These 
resources have technology enhanced questions, as well as short answer, written response, and other formats. Teachers can create 
their own tests from online test banks, edit existing questions, or make their own questions. Allowing for editing of the assessments 
and questions. 

o Hands-On Chapter and Technology projects allow students to demonstrate application and mastery of content in alternative forms. 
o Assessment are available in Spanish (print and online). 

Total (points possible) 

 
  



 
SECTION II & III: Instructional 
Supports Supporting Criteria 

Rate each indicator in Section IV according to whether it is met, partially met, or not met. Award points for each indicator as shown. 

 
II - INDICATORS OF QUALITY: Student 
Engagement 

SCORE 
Partially 

Does meets/ 
not Not 

meet sure Meets 

                                             EVIDENCE 

19. Offer authentic and meaningful 
student-centered activities that build interest 
and understanding of varied lived experiences. 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 

o What Do You Know?” anticipation guides for each chapter assess students’ background knowledge before chapter is studied.  
o “Guided Reading Activities” uses graphic organizers and guiding questions to help student comprehension.  
o “Reading Essentials” offers writing and reading activities for approaching grade level students.  

20. Foster and encourage conversations, 
discourse, empathy, critical thinking, and 
curiosity while addressing past and present 
forms of systemic oppression. 

0 1 2 
● Grade 6 Discovering World Geography TE p. 252-253: Slavery in Brazil and interactive online chart “Emancipation in Brazil”  
● Grade 7 Discovering Our Past History of the World: Early Ages Chapter 20:  A primary Source quote from Gomes Eannes de 

Zurara, as quoted in The Slave Trade, by Hugh Thomas, is presented to students as an opportunity to Identify Points of View. 
Chapter 20 online and downloadable Primary Source Activity: The Expulsion of Jews from Spain. 

● Grade 8 Discovering Our Past History of the United States: Early Years TE p. 87-91: This section addresses a past form of 
systemic oppression by looking at the slave trade. In the “Infographic” section, students read information, analyze a chart, and 
study an illustration of a slave ship. The Whiteboard Activity is a “Drag and Drop” activity in which students drag and drop 
definitions referencing terms from slave trade. In addition, the “Economic Skill” section helps students determine how several 
countries and regions of the world were involved in slave trade. 

22. Offer guidance for a variety of inclusive, 
cooperative strategies that question 
stereotypes to engage all student. 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources Networks Social Studies resources facilitate inclusiveness, cooperation and 

engagement by developing a course of study based on Understanding by Design®. See a detailed explanation in the Professional 
Development section in preface of each Teacher Edition. 



23. Utilize students’ prior knowledge, skills, and 
experiences to provide a context for 
making sense of events and/or seeking 
solutions to problems. 

0 1 2 
o All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  

o Background Knowledge: The Key to Understanding. (Detailed explanation Professional Development section in preface of 
each Teacher Edition). Networks Social Studies platform builds background knowledge by integrating knowledge activation, 
building and assessment into the heart of lessons, not as bookends for lessons.  

o Lessons begin by cultivating background knowledge to link new information to what is already known. “What Do You Know” 
activities assess background knowledge.  
 

25. Provide activities that incorporate the arts. 0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  

o As part of the Differentiated Instruction assets in the TE, activities that utilize different learning styles are labeled in the TE 
when a particular learning style is highlighted. These include the following: Intrapersonal, Logical/Mathematics, Visual/Spatial, 
Verbal/Linguistic, Naturalist, Kinesthetic, Auditory/Musical and Interpersonal. 

III - INDICATORS OF QUALITY: Differentiated Instruction 
26. Facilitate planning and implementation of 
differentiated instruction addressing the needs 
of Talented and Gifted (TAG), English 
Language Learners (ELL) and Special 
Education (SPED), and Alternative Education 
students. 

0 1 2 ● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 
o The print “Reading Essentials” are an approaching grade level resource that presents content, maps, timeline and 

comprehension questions in one place. 
o The textbook and digital textbook are written at grade level. The digital text is also available at approaching grade level.  
o The digital text has a pop-out Spanish version. 
o The textbook is also available in LearnSmart®. Using revolutionary adaptive technology, LearnSmart®allows the student to 

read the book, answer questions, receive immediate feedback and direction to the passage in text relevant to the questions. 
The teachers have access to a range of reports on the class progress towards mastery of the chapter content. 

o The TE is written with materials and activities that are on grade level. Each chapter and lesson also contain activities that are 
BL (Beyond Level), AL (Approaching Level), ELL (English Language Learner). 

28.Provide direct access to equitable 
resources through various levels of 
technology. 

a. Speech to text 
b. Text to speech 
c. Audio books 
d. Digital copies 
e. Available in various languages 

0 1 2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 
o Each digital textbook has full text to speech ability. 
o Each digital textbook has grade level and approaching grade level content. 
o Each digital textbook has Spanish language pop-out version. 

Total (points possible) 
 
  



 
SECTION IV: Instructional 
Supports Supporting Criteria 

Rate each indicator in Section III according to whether it is met, partially met, or not met. Award points for each indicator as shown. 

 
IV - INDICATORS OF QUALITY: Extensions & 
Educator Supports 

SCORE 
Partially 

Does meets/ 
not Not 

meet sure Meets 

                                       EVIDENCE 

31. Contain a variety of regularly updated and 
user-friendly, online materials and resources 
in culturally-sensitive language that are 
responsive to current events and changes in 
perspectives that are available to teachers, 
students and families. 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 

o Online Edition > BTW: The McGraw-Hill Education online resource BTW is updated several times per week. It includes 
current issues, as well as an archive of topical issues from the recent past. BTW is available for students, parents, and 
teachers. 

o Online Edition > BTW: The “You Decide” feature in BTW provides two points of view. Students are asked to analyze the 
topic, points of view, key concepts and form an opinion. 

32. Provide ongoing and embedded professional 
development (e.g. video tutorials, webinars) 
for implementation and continued use of the 
instructional materials. 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 

o Online Edition > Resources: The online Teacher Resources include an extensive list of professional resources. 
o These resources include tutorials on how to use the online TE and SE, videos from Dina Zike creator of Foldables®, 

Understanding By Design and more. 

34. Include high interest material and activities in 
various formats (e.g. photographs, videos, 
graphics, oral histories, artifacts). 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 

o Online Edition > Resources > Ch. 4 lesson 1 video “Extreme Heat in Urban Areas”: Each lesson contains an online video 
resource in both teacher and student resources. 

o TE p. T14-32: Complete list of print and online resources for students and teachers.  
● Grade 6 Discovering World Geography SE p. 206 “Climate Zones”: The SE contains charts, graphs, diagrams and 

infographics. 

36. Avoid tokenistic presentations of cultures. 0 1 2 
● Grade 7 Discovering Our Past History of the World: Early Ages 

o TE pp. 707-726  World Religions Handbook: This section provides summary information on major religions of the world. 
o TE p. 395A Predictable misunderstandings: This section provides information regarding the growth and spread of Islam. Ch. 

14 lesson 2 discusses the rise and spread of Islam and the importance of understanding the influence of Islam in the world 
today. 



39. Include objectives and learning targets 
written in student centered language. 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 

o Each lesson begins with an Essential Question. These essential questions are found throughout the course content. See 
any lesson. (Grade 6: SE page 116, Grade 7: SE page 404, Grade 8: SE page 330) 

o Each lesson includes an introduction titled “It Matters Because.” This introduction provides students with background and 
context for the lesson. See any lesson. (Grade 6: SE 116, Grade 7: SE page 404, Grade 8: SE page 330) 

40. Materials provide access to materials that 
address current events (digitally, magazine form, 
etc.) 

0 1 2 ● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 
o Online Edition > Resources > BTW: The online resource BTW (By the Way) is available for teachers and students in each 

middle school resource. 
➢ Current events news stories written and presented by MHE and presenting the students engaging and topical stories. 
➢ “You Decide!”: Students are presented with two points of view on current topics, such as, “Are the Olympics worth the 

cost to the communities that host them?” Class discussion is followed by students voting on their opinion. Digital access 
on home page for TE and SE. 

41. Provide at-home activities with text 
translation to ensure access. 

0 1 2 ● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources: All digital student editions are accessible text to speech simply by clicking on 
the headphones icon.  The narrator will read the complete text verbatim. 

42.Provides varied instructional materials 
including, but not limited to: 

a. Maps/atlases (print and 
interactive) 

b. picture books 
c. high-quality, accurate videos 
d. suggestions for integrated units 

(chapter books) 
e. supplemental group sets of 

books (chapter books, guided 
reading books) 

f. Online video to introduce topic 
g. Content presented through 

multiple means (art, music, etc.) 
h. Diverse and relevant 

supplemental readings 

0 1 2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  
a.  Maps/atlases- Online Student Edition > Home Page > Maps Icon: Students have access to online atlas, maps, interactive 
maps and advanced mapping tools.  
b.  Picture books-  Online Edition > Resources > Graphic Novels: Each grade includes several graphic novels (Grade 6 
example: “Floating Along the Nile,” Grade 7 example: “Sophocles Presents: Oedipus Rex,” Grade 8 example:  “Liberty’s 
Stand.”)  
c.  Videos- Online Edition > Resources: Each lesson contains a video (student and teacher resource) relative to the topic. 
(Grade 6 example: “Social Media Impact,” Grade 7 example: “The Rise of Rome,” Grade 8 example: “Taxation without 
Representation”). 
d.  Suggestions for Integrated Units- Online Teacher Edition > Chapter Resources: “At a Glance” contains suggested 
books and movies to integrate and extend chapter content.  
e.  Supplemental Group Sets of Books: All Grades- Online Edition > Resources > Guided Reading: Guided Reading 
Worksheets are available for every lesson.  
f. Online video to introduce topic: All Grades- Each lesson contains online video accessible by teachers and students. 
g. Content presented through multiple means-  Hands-On and Digital Hands-On Projects are included for every chapter. 

Complete list in TE (Grade 6: p. T32, Grade 7: p. T27, Grade 8: E p. T22). 
h. Diverse and relevant supplemental readings: All Grades- The online resource BTW contains diverse, relevant and age 

appropriate readings on current and historical topics. 



43. Supplemental texts, visuals, & primary 
sources address Oregon history and geography. 

0 1 2 ● Grade 6 Discovering World Geography 
o Online Edition > Resources: Interactive Map Westward Expansion 
o Ch. 5 Hands-On History Project: Creating Journal Entries—The Oregon Trail 

● Grade 7 Discovering Our Past History of the World: Early Ages Online student edition > Resources: Online global atlas in 
SE. 

● Grade 8 Discovering Our Past History of the United States: Early Years  
o Online student edition > Resources: Online global atlas in SE. 
o Ch. 13 Manifest Destiny lesson 1: The Oregon Country 
o TE p. 351:Oregon Country Map and  Ch. 13 lesson 1: Interactive Map 
o Primary Source/Osborne Russell: Journal of a Trapper 
o TE p. 349: Economic Skill/The Rise and Fall of Fur Trappers  

44. Access to developmentally appropriate 
materials and vetted websites for student 

research that are regularly updated. 

0 1 2 ● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  
o Online Edition > Resources> BTW: The online resource BTW (By the Way) is available for teachers and students in each 

middle school resource. 
➢ Current events news stories written and presented by MHE and presenting the students engaging and topical stories. 
➢ “You Decide!”: Students are presented with two points of view on current topics, such as, “Are the Olympics worth the 

cost to the communities that host them?” Class discussion is followed by students voting on their opinion. Digital access 
on home page for TE and SE. 

45. Digital resource of all types of maps that are 
updated regularly (e.g. population, land use, 
religion, eco regions, trade, ethnicity, 
socio-economic regions, migration, cultural). 

0 1 2 ● Grade 6 Discovering World Geography TE pp. T24-T25: Complete list of Interactive Whiteboard Activities, including maps, 
is available here. 

● Grade 7 Discovering Our Past History of the World: Early Ages TE pp. T20 & T22: Complete list of Interactive 
Charts/Graphs and Graphic Organizers is available here. 

● Grade 8 Discovering Our Past History of the United States: Early Years  TE pp. T17-18: Complete list of Interactive 
Charts/Graphs and Graphic Organizers 

Total (points possible) 

 
  



 
SECTION V: Monitoring Student 
Progress Supporting Criteria 

Rate each indicator in Section III according to whether it is met, partially met, or not met. Award points for each indicator as shown. 

 
V - INDICATORS OF QUALITY: Monitoring 
Student Progress 

SCORE 
Partially 

Does meets/ 
not Not 
meet sure Meets 

                                             EVIDENCE 

47. Allow teachers to access, revise/edit, share and 
print from digital sources to create and/or 
modify assessments (e.g., readings, labs, 
rubrics, primary source documents, simulations, 
case studies, political cartoons, graphs, maps, 
test bank). 

0 1 2 
● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 

o Online Edition > Resources: Teacher resources include print versions of Guided Reading worksheets, Graphic 
Organizers, Quizzes and Tests. These are downloadable into PDF or Word format. Documents downloaded into Word 
format can be uploaded into other platforms, such as Google Classroom or Schoology, and shared with students and 
peers. 

o Online Edition > Resources: The E-Assessment is a fully digital online assessment creator. Teachers have access to 
pre-made quizzes and tests. These resources have technology-enhanced questions, as well as short answer, written 
response, and other formats. Teachers can create their own tests from online test banks, edit existing questions, or 
make their own questions. These online resources are shareable within the Networks platform.  

48. Use varied modes of assessment (e.g., pre-, 
formative, summative, peer, group/ collaborative, 
and self-assessment). 

0 1 2 ● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources 
o The textbooks provides both formative and summative assessment options. 
o The digital textbook provides formative progress checks and summative end of chapter assessments. The students can 

type their responses directly into their digital textbook and submit their answers in digital format to the teacher. 
 

52. Includes a scoring guide and/or rubric for 
essential question. 

0 1 2 ● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  
o The TE provides detailed possible responses for essential questions, progress checks and assessments. 
o Online Edition > Resources > Rubrics: The online Teacher Resources have multiple rubrics available for teacher and 

student use. 



53. Includes test bank with: 
a. manipulative documents, essay 

questions, maps, multiple choice 
questions 

b. opportunity to add own 
questions to test bank 
material and to create an 
additional/alternative if 
needed 

c. scoring guide/rubric for test bank 
essays 

0 1 2 

● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  
o The TE Online Edition > E Assessment: The E-Assessment online module contains technology enhanced questions, 

such as matching, bucketing, image labels, cloze, maps, and more. 
o Teachers can use pre-made test and quizzes from test bank, edit the questions, add their own questions, or create 

customized test from question banks. 
o The E-Assessment includes scoring guides. Teachers can score open-ended questions and edit scores for 

computer-graded responses. 

54. Student samples and model examples for 
possible short answer questions and/or essays. 

0 1 2 ● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  
o TE pp. 320-322: End of Chapter Assessments in textbook have sample short answer, critical thinking and document 

based questions.  
o Teachers can assign short answers, essay and other questions from the E-Assessment as practice study guides. 

55. Hands-on formative assessments that allow 
students the opportunity to practice a given 
concept. 

0 1 2 ● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  
o Assessment Evidence: The TE Chapter Planner pages state key performance tasks and other evidence that can be 

used for assessment. 
o Each lesson clearly lists “Students will know…” and “Students will be able to…” for each chapter & lesson. 
o Each chapter has a “Project Based Hands On” project, as well as “Digital Hands On” project.  

56. Formative checks for  understanding/strategies. 0 1 2 ● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  
o The SE print and digital edition include “Progress Checks within each lesson. Students can enter responses into digital 

textbook for teachers to review. See any lesson. 
o Supplemental print resources included Guided Reading, Vocabulary, and Reading Essentials for each lesson. 
o Each lesson includes an end of lesson Self Check Quiz. See end of any lesson in digital textbook. 
o LEARNSMART® adaptive reading SmartBook checks for understanding as students read the book and offers 

suggestions for finding the correct answer. Access from digital home page. 

57. Provides a variety of exit tickets both written and 
electronic. 

0 1 2 ● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources  
o Each lesson contains Progress Check and Lesson Review questions. These can be used as oral exit tickets or 

students can record their responses in digital textbook. The digital responses can be evaluated by the teacher.  
o Online Edition > Self Check Quiz Icon: In the online edition each lesson contains a 10 question self-check quiz.  
o LearnSmart provides another alternative to reading the student text. LearnSmart question and evaluates student 

responses as they read. 
o E-Assessment: teachers can assign digital formative assessments using pre-made quizzes, question banks, or 

develop their own assessments. 



58. Embedded online performance tasks that are 
aligned to state required testing. 

0 1 2 ● All Middle School Textbooks and Resources- The McGraw-Hill Networks Middles School Social Studies Series 
includes embedded performance tasks that are aligned to the Oregon Grade 8 Benchmark Social Studies Test. Each 
middle school digital textbook and online resource includes activities that meet the Social Science categories of 
Historical Skills, U.S. History, World History, Civics and Government, Economics, Geography, and Social Science 
Analysis. 

Total (points possible) 
 

 


