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Students follow the progress of a 
Student Model throughout each 
Extended Writing Project, tracking the 
evolution of a peer’s writing through 
every stage of the writing process.

Each Core ELAR unit’s Extended Writing Project (EWP) guides students through the process of 
writing multiparagraph essays in a variety of forms. Each delivers explicit writing instruction 
through a combination of Writing Process and Skill lessons, guiding students—and their work—
through the stages of Planning, Drafting, Revising, Editing, and Publishing.



Specific, Indiana academic standards aligned writing skills in each Extended Writing Project teach students 
the genre characteristics and craft necessary for writing in that specific form.

Grammar instruction is embedded in the writing process to create a clear link and rationale for learning about 
conventions. Grammar skills are immediately contextualized as they are applied to students’ own writing.

Grammar

Lessons conclude with three opportunities 
for practice in different formats, including 
the style of questions they will encounter 
on state assessments.

Each grammar skill uses authentic texts to 
teach the skill in question, underscoring 
the link between knowledge of 
conventions and effective communication.

At the end of each skill lesson, students 
apply the skill to their own writing, breaking 
the process of writing a multiparagraph 
essay into discrete writing tasks.

Writing skill lessons allow students 
to see the skill applied to the unit’s 
Student Model before they apply it 
to their own writing.

Within StudySync, grammar is taught both in context as shown in the lessons above, but 
also in isolation for additional practice and remediation. Each grade level contains a full 
Language, Grammar and Composition Handbook to extend instruction and practice.

Writing Skills



In addition to the Extended Writing Project, StudySync students write daily to respond to an increasingly 
challenging variety of sources that are read, heard, or viewed. This variety of writing activities is enhanced by 
class and group discussions, as well as teacher and peer review.

Writing to Sources

At the conclusion of each Close Read or 
Independent Read lesson, students respond 
to a writing prompt that challenges them to 
integrate their reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language skills. 

Blasts, like Tweets, challenge students to 
connect with their world through current 
events, in 140 characters or less. 

Self-Selected Responses and 
Writer’s Notebook activities 
allow students to respond to 
texts deeply and creatively.



StudySync’s Peer Review platform allows teachers to 
assign immediate, anonymous peer review responses 
with any writing lesson. It helps build students into 
skilled writers and critical thinkers by providing them 
with immediate feedback on their own writing and 
offering the opportunity to reflect critically as they 

Peer Review

Teachers using the Writer’s Workshop approach to 
teach, model, and assess writing will find that the 
Extended Writing Project (EWP) instruction meets 
their needs.

Skill models throughout each EWP include Connect 
to Mentor Text activities which ask students to 
examine texts from the unit and consider how they 
can emulate that text in their own writing.

Each Skill lesson culminates with an opportunity for 
students to transfer the skill they’ve learned to their 
own writing. This approach not only breaks the writing 
process into small, manageable pieces,  but also allows 
students to practice each skill individually before 
combining several skills in the writing process lessons.

Writer’s Workshop

Also includes a plagiarism 
check that helps students 
revise and edit their work.

analyze and respond to other students’ writing. 
StudySync utilizes peer review to help 
transform classrooms into true communities of 
writers and readers in which students develop their 
own unique voices in a collaborative, mediated, and 
supportive environment.
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