
Unparalleled Instructor Support and Professional 
Development
Finally, a program that includes instructor support past simple answer keys and 
generic lesson plans. The Instructor Resource Guide contains features to support  
and extend student learning. Each lesson plan provides lesson background and  
pre-teaching opportunities, instruction aligned to the students’ Core Subject Module, 
and additional practice for teachers to use with students. Each lesson plan is divided 
into three sections.

-  Before the Lesson provides 
background for concepts 
taught in the lesson including 
clear objectives, background 
information and a vocabulary 
activity.

-  During the Lesson provides 
step-by-step support and 
extension of the instruction in 
the student print Core Subject 
Module. 

-  After the Lesson provides 
additional activities for use 
with students including ELL 
Instruction and additional 
activities to engage and extend 
the lesson, allowing students to 
complete higher order thinking 
activities.

LESSON 1.1
Student pp. 12‒19

Determine the Main Idea

BEFORE THE LESSON
Lesson Objectives

• Determine the main ideas and supporting details 
of a text

• Identify main ideas in different types of text 

Key Concept
The main idea is the most important idea in a paragraph 
or passage. A main idea can be found in many different 
kinds of text.

Concept Background Ask for a volunteer to tell you 
about an article, a story, a movie, or a television show 
that he or she has recently read or watched. Tell the vol-
unteer to use one or two sentences to tell what the piece 
was about. After the volunteer is finished, point out that 
the one or two sentence description was the main idea of 
the piece. DOK 1

Develop Core Skills
Core Skill: Determine Main Ideas
Read a short article with students. Draw or project a 
concept web on the board. (See the Graphic Organizer 
section of the Instructor Resource Guide for a blackline 
master.) Use the graphic organizer to help students see 
the relationship between main ideas and details. Write 
the main idea of the article in the center circle and one 
detail in one of the outer circles. Ask students: Which one 
explains what the article is about? Point out to students 
that the main idea is what the article is about. Then ask: 
How does the detail relate to the main idea? (It gives 
information about the main idea.) Ask students to iden-
tify additional details from the article, and write them on 
the board. DOK 2

Core Skill: Identify Main Ideas in Various Texts 
Have students look at a section from an employee hand-
book. Employee handbooks can be found using online 
research. Point out that in most handbooks, the heading 
tells the topic or main idea of a section, and the details 
that follow give more information about it. Find the main 
idea of one section as a group.

Then have students read a paragraph from an informa-
tional text such as a print or online encyclopedia. Work 
together to find the main idea of the paragraph. Ask 
students: How does knowing the main idea of a passage 
help you understand it? (Possible answer: It helps me 
know which idea is most important.) DOK 2

Pre-teach Key Terms and Vocabulary
Write the key terms and vocabulary words and their 
definitions on the board. Discuss each word’s meaning 
with students. Then ask volunteers to write sentences 
using the words on the board. Read each sentence aloud, 
and discuss it with students. Revise the sentences, if 
necessary. DOK 1

Tier 2
informational text (p.15)
literary text (p. 15)
main idea (p. 12)
supporting details (p. 13)
topic sentence (p. 12)

Test Word
identify (p. 12)

DURING THE LESSON
PAGE 12

Main Ideas
Ask students why they might want to know a main idea 
of a text. List the reasons on the board. Ask students to 
think about how identifying supporting details can help 
them understand the main idea. Explain that looking for 
a topic sentence or thinking about what all the details 
have in common can help readers identify main ideas. 
Have students form small groups of three or four. Choose 
a magazine article for each small group to study, and 
have each group:

• present the main idea 

• tell whether the main idea is stated or 
implied DOK 2

PAGE 13

WRITE TO LEARN

After students have written their articles, have them 
exchange papers with a partner covering up the 
headline. Each partner should then match the article 
with the appropriate headline. Have partners discuss 
how the supporting details helped them understand 
the main idea expressed in the headline. DOK 2

Core Skill: Determine Main Ideas
Have students explain how they decided what the article 
they chose for the Core Skill activity was about. Ask 
them to describe any point at which they disagreed 
with their partner or were unsure about the topic or 
main idea. Have students explain how they resolved this 
 problem. DOK 2
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PAGE 14

Language Skill: Punctuation
Commas Write these sentences on the board without com-
mas, and ask students to add commas if needed. Remind 
students of when it is appropriate to add a comma.

1. We walked to the bank, but it was closed for a holiday. 
2. I need to buy bread and milk when I go out later. (no 
comma) 3. Henry brought clothes, books, and his phone 
on his trip. DOK 2

Think about Reading ANSWER KEY

1. c 2. b  3. c 4. a

Main Ideas in Various Texts
Tell students that in their lives and careers, they will read 
many different types of texts. In the workplace, they 
may encounter memos, signs, handbooks, and procedure 
documents. In their lives and in class, they will also read 
fictional pieces, as well as other types of texts. Finding 
the main idea in these texts will help students understand 
what they are reading.

PAGE 15

Core Skill: Identify Main Ideas in Various Texts
Have students review the passage beginning “With Vary-
ing Degrees of Success” on page 15. Tell students that the 
first two sentences may both seem like possible choices 
for the topic sentence at first glance. Ask students to 
think about how the passage would change if the first 
sentence were the topic sentence. (Answers will vary. 
Sample answer: The passage would be about a more 
general subject.) DOK 2

PAGE 16

Think about Reading ANSWER KEY

Review with students the answers on page 266 of the 
student module. 

Evidence-based Reading Support: Vocabulary
Context Clues Tell students that context clues are 
words and phrases in a text that will help them define an 
unknown word. To find context clues, students should look 
closely at the words and sentences surrounding the word 
for meaning. Write this sentence from The Log of a Cow-
boy on page 16 on the board: The indispensible slicker, a 
greatcoat of oiled canvas, was ever at hand, securely tied 
to our cattle strings. Have students tell what words give 
a clue to the meaning of indispensible. (ever at hand; 
securely tied) Ask students to find another unknown word 
in the reading. Work with students to determine the mean-
ing of the word, looking for context clues. DOK 2

PAGE 17

Think about Reading ANSWER KEY

1. F Literary and informational text can contain topic 
sentences.

2. T Literary texts can be imaginary or about a real 
event or person.

3. T Workplace text often use headings so readers can 
identify what the text is about.

Workplace Skill: Communicating 
the Main Idea of a Memo
Tell students that looking at information at the start of a 
workplace document is one key to finding the main idea 
of the text. Display another memo or an e-mail. Point 
out the various features of a memo such as the “To” and 
“From” lines that indicate who has written the memo and 
who the audience is. Tell students that the “subject” line 
and “Re” field will be most helpful to students as they 
identify the main idea. Subject tells the topic of a memo. 
Re: stands for “Regarding” and also tells what the memo 
is about. Ask students to use these sections of the docu-
ment to find the main ideas of the text. Have students 
explain how the information helped them determine the 
main idea. DOK 2

AFTER THE LESSON
Read through with students the answers to the vocabu-
lary and skill reviews and the skill and writing practice 
items located on page 266 of the student module.

Engage and Extend
ELL Instruction: Write the Main Idea
Pair English language learners with fluent speakers. 
Have each pair choose a short literary passage and work 
together to write the main idea of one paragraph. Then 
ask pairs to discuss how finding the main idea in a liter-
ary selection is similar to and different from finding the 
main idea in an informational text. DOK 2

Extension Activity: Classify Main Ideas in Various Texts
Explain that the main idea in a text typically relates to 
the type of text it is. Provide students with a variety of 
short informational and literary texts. Have students 
choose more than one of each type of text and deter-
mine the main idea of each. Then have students create 
a two- column chart with the labels Informational Text 
and Literary Text. Ask students to fill in the main ideas 
they found in each type of document. Then have them 
find any commonalities among the main ideas in each 
column. DOK 2
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SKILL BUILDER ACTIVITY INSTRUCTOR PLAN

Connecting Main Ideas 
across Texts
In this activity, students analyze and synthesize the way 
in which main ideas and details regarding the same topic 
are presented across various sources.

BEFORE THE ACTIVITY
Objectives

• Identify and summarize main points (DOK 2)

• Determine effect of author’s purpose on text 
elements (DOK 3)

• Examine and explain alternative perspectives across 
sources (DOK 4)

What You Will Need
• Connecting Main Ideas across Texts Student 

Handout (p. 4) 

• Graphic Organizer - Tree diagram (p. 129)

• Graphic Organizer - Venn Diagram (p. 131) 

• Computers/tablets with Internet access or printouts 
of multiple print and/or video articles on the same 
topic (content should be from varied sources such as 
an authorized news source, a blog, an open editorial 
article, an advertisement, etc.)

DURING THE ACTIVITY
Build Background: Understand the Skill
Distribute the Connecting Main Ideas across Texts 
student handout to students. Explain to students that 
making connections across texts helps readers under-
stand that different texts sharing the same topic can have 
important ideas in common. When readers recognize 
this commonality, they can better understand the topic 
even if the texts have different purposes. For example, 
a reader can make connections when reading a news-
paper article about the price of gas, an advertisement 
in a magazine from an oil company, and a chapter in 
a science book about the geological process that cre-
ates fossil fuels. Although each text provides different 
information for different purposes, connecting important 
ideas from each of these texts can help the student gain a 
better understanding of petroleum.

Establish Relevance: Why the Skill Matters
Read Why the Skill Matters on the student handout. 
Explain to students that when they make connections 
across texts, their comprehension broadens and  deepens 
as they gain more information about a subject or an idea. 
Connecting across texts also provides readers with mul-
tiple perspectives on the same subject.  Learning these 

perspectives helps student see how writers can see 
things in different ways, impacting how  information 
is presented. Finally, readers who connect across 
texts learn to make other connections while reading, 
such as relating to their own experiences or to world 
events. Making these connections promotes higher-level 
 thinking by enabling them to create links between and 
among ideas.

Model the Skill
Ask students to list what resources they like to use for 
learning about the news or learning new information. 
As students share, ask them to explain why they like to 
use each particular resource (e.g., they feel the source 
is reliable, they tend to agree with the points of view 
expressed, they find the content entertaining; etc.) 

Read a short article or blog post on a current topic of 
interest to students. Some possible topics are sports, 
popular music, historical events, technology, or fashion. 
As you read, model for students how to gather main idea 
and details for the topic using the tree diagram. Refer 
students to the procedure for determining the main idea 
outlined in the Core Skills activity on page 13 of the core 
student module. 

After reading the text, review the main idea and support-
ing details that were gathered. Ask students to identify 
the source of the text and its purpose—was it to explain, 
inform, persuade, or entertain? Lead students in a discus-
sion about how they feel the purpose of the text impacted 
the details the writer chose to include about the topic.

Activity Directions Organize students into pairs. Each 
pair should have multiple articles on the same topic (at 
least two, either preselected or gathered by students 
using online sources). Explain to students that they will 
each read a different text/article about a similar topic 
and gather main ideas and details as they read. After stu-
dents have read their own articles, they will share what 
they read with their partner. 

Discussion Questions After each pair has finished read-
ing, ask them to use the Venn diagram and the discussion 
questions on the student handout to gather the similari-
ties and differences they found across the different texts 
they read. 

Summary Questions As a group, have students share 
some of the similarities and differences they found 
among the texts they read. Use the summary questions 
on the student handout to lead a discussion in which 
students examine why such similarities and  differences 
exist, including what role the author’s perspective 
and purpose plays in how information is presented 
within texts.
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 Instructor Plans provide 
background and support for 
leading the class through the 
activity.

-  Before the Activity 
helps teachers prepare 
themselves and students 
for the activity.

-  During the Activity guides 
you through explaining and 
modeling the activity.

Model, Practice, and Apply Higher-Order Thinking
A Skill Builder Activity accompanies every lesson to provide higher-order thinking 
opportunities for students through real-world practice and application of lesson skills and 
concepts. Each activity contains a teacher page and a student handout.

The purpose of these activities is to emphasize, and practice on, conceptual understanding 
and reasoning. The goal is for students to develop a set of questioning skills and analytical 
tools that enable them to approach problems through reasoning more effectively in 
problem-solving situations, as opposed to simply recalling rules and procedures. 

Student Handouts contain 
information and instruction 
to guide students through the 
assignment.

-  Why the Skill Matters 
helps students make a 
connection between the 
skills in the activity and 
their own lives.

-  Discussion Questions 
provide a starter for 
student discussion as they 
synthesize what they have 
observed and learned.

-  Summary Questions help 
students synthesize the 
concepts they have learned 
and make acedemic and 
real-world connections 
beyond the activity.
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SKILL BUILDER ACTIVITY STUDENT HANDOUT

Connecting Main Ideas across Texts
In this activity, you will work with others to analyze news stories covering the same topic.

Why the Skill Matters
Information is all around us, and it comes in many forms. Information about a topic can come 
from newspapers, online news articles, blogs, videos, and social media. Each of these different 
sources presents information in different ways for different reasons. When you read multiple 
texts on the same topic, you learn new details regarding that topic based on what details are 
included and how they are presented. Making connections across texts helps you understand the 
topic, as well as the different points of view people have.

Consider the following articles that might be written about the same topic—the New York City 
subway system. 

Purpose: To inform Purpose: To explain Purpose: To persuade Purpose: To entertain

A brochure from the 
transit authority about 
new subway fares

A newspaper article about 
a recent increase 
in subway fares

A blog about the need to 
decrease fares for seniors

A story about a musician 
who performs at subway 
stations

Each of these texts share the same topic, and some may have similar main ideas. Based on the 
different purposes, however, each text may describe things such as sights and sounds, even 
smells. Because of this, it is important to always consider the source of information as you read 
any informational text.

Activity Directions
1. With a partner, choose a topic about a current news 

story.

2. Find at least two articles about the story from 
two different sources. Sources may include 
advertisements, blogs, brochures, cartoons, Internet 
news sites, magazines, newspapers, reference 
materials, textbooks, or others. 

3. As you read, use the tree diagram to identify the 
main idea(s) and details from the article.

4. With a partner, answer the discussion questions 
to the right. Use the Venn diagram to identify 
the similarities and differences between the two 
articles.

Tip
Keep this in mind—you will not always see related 
texts side by side. The next time you read, think of 
other texts you’ve read or videos you’ve viewed about 
the same topic.

Discussion Questions
• What is the main purpose of each text? Does it 

inform, explain, persuade, or entertain? 

• What are the main idea(s) from each of the texts 
you read?  

• What details does the author use to support these 
ideas?

• What ideas do the texts have in common? 

• How are each of the texts different? Why do you 
think there are differences?

Summary Questions
• How does reading multiple texts on the same topic 

add to your understanding of the topic? 

• How can knowing the purpose of the text help you 
understand the types of details that are included 
or excluded by the author?
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