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Overview

Middle School Achieves Second-Highest  
Math Score in Maine 

The Middle School of the Kennebunks (MSK) is an 
International Baccalaureate (IB) Program middle school, 
serving the communities of Kennebunk and Kennebunkport, 
Maine. MSK is also part of The Maine Learning Technology 
Initiative, providing laptops to all of the school’s seventh and 
eighth graders. In 2014, MSK was named a Distinguished 
School for Innovation, Leadership, and Educational Excellence 
by the Apple Corporation—one of only six schools in Maine to 
receive the distinction.

The school enrolls around 520 students, representing 
approximately 80 percent of the public middle school students 
residing in Maine’s Regional School Unit 21.

Success Came After Just One Year of Using Glencoe Math



Just one year with Glencoe Math made 
one huge difference 
“I’m happy to say that our [eighth graders] came 
in second in the state of Maine on the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment Consortium tests (SBACs) 
after our first year of using Glencoe Math,” says 
eighth grade Math Teacher Sharon Greenglass. 

“We’ve always done well [on the state math tests] 
—usually coming in ninth or tenth.” But Greenglass 
says that this year—with her school’s recent success 
on the SBACs—has been, “Very exciting!”

Greenglass, who had worked extensively with other 
McGraw-Hill Education products in her previous 
middle school, was involved in the decision to adopt 
Glencoe Math at MSK.

“When Maine decided to adopt the Common Core 
Standards, my colleagues and I were asked to figure 
out how we could comply. How would we change the 
math curriculum to coordinate with and satisfy the 
new standards? What math concepts would we be 
teaching in the sixth grade, the seventh, and then 
the eighth?”

Because budgets were tight, Greenglass and her 
fellow math instructors at first considered keeping 
the texts and programs the school already used, 
adapting the sequence to coordinate with the 
Common Core curriculum.

“But when we looked at those books closely they 
were just too out of date. So the Board gave us 
permission to look at some of the newer books and 
programs aligned specifically with Common Core. 
We examined several, and there was nothing that 
came close to Glencoe Math for relevance. It was just 
so thoroughly aligned with the Common Core that 
we had to have it.” The Committee and the Board 
agreed and approved the purchase. 

Turning student engagement into student 
success  
Greenglass’s colleagues in all three middle school 
grades were also impressed with the program.

“I remember talking to my fellow math teachers not 
long after we started using Glencoe Math, and we’re 
all saying things like ‘This is great!’ ‘The kids are 
eating it up.’ ‘They just keep going and clicking—and 
thinking.”

“The students love writing in the book, they love 
doing the book,” Greenglass says.[Note: Glencoe Math 
provides interactive texts for enhanced student 
engagement.] “They love having the eBook on their 
iPads. The way Glencoe Math presents the information 
just makes them feel comfortable and keeps them 
engaged. It’s all very kid-friendly.”

She acknowledges that the Hot Topics are often a 
challenge, “but that’s good because it makes the kids 
want to work together in small groups. You hear all 
this talk while they’re figuring it out together. ‘Oh, 
this makes sense.’ Or ‘I see! Now I see!’” 

When students work in groups, Greenglass has them 
put together a presentation afterwards, detailing 
how they came up with their answers. 

“This is exactly what administrators and parents 
keep telling us they want us to teach kids to do in 
order to succeed in today’s world: work together in 
teams, solve problems on their own, and learn how 
to think for themselves.”

Parents are also seeing a difference. 

“The parents are all saying that their kids love math 

“This has been by far the easiest 
math program I’ve ever taught. 
Much better than all of the ones 
I’ve used in my 42 years of being a 
math teacher.”

– Sharon Greenglass
  Eighth Grade Math Teacher 

  Middle School of the Kennebunks

To learn more, visit mheonline.com/GlencoeMath 



now,” she says. “I find myself teaching my eighth 
graders graphing systems of equations, inequalities 
– all of these things I’ve never taught at this level 
before. And yet the kids do not get discouraged in 
any way, shape or form.”

Greenglass attributes MSK’s second-place SBAC 
test results and their recent success teaching math 
to Glencoe Math. “The population didn’t change, so it 
must be the program.”

“It’s the whole package,” says Greenglass. “The 
real world problems, the Hot Topics, the ConnectED 
platform—the ALEKS program, which allows 
students to work at their own individual level and 
pace. It makes the kids want to learn and encourages 
them to go on learning.”

A struggling student’s journey to Honors 
Algebra    
Asked if she has had a particularly satisfying success 
with any individual student, Greenglass gives an 
enthusiastic “yes!”

“I had a boy last year who always struggled in 
math. Working with Glencoe Math improved his 
performance enough that we took a chance and put 
him into the regular math class—a big step up for 
this student. In December, it all kind of clicked for 
him. He stood up in class and said, ‘Ms. Greenglass! 
It’s a miracle!’ Then he says ‘Thank you, math book!’ 
And this is a shy kid who was usually very quiet.” 

At the end of the year, she says, this once struggling 
student went into the Honors Algebra class at the 
high school.

Easy implementation, exceptional 
customer support    
Implementing Glencoe Math into the school’s math 
curriculum, Greenglass says, proved to be easy.

“We had one day of training from McGraw-Hill 
Education that was more than sufficient. Whenever 
I did have a problem in the beginning, I would call 
Customer Support, and they were wonderfully good 
and responsive. Whether it was getting the eBooks 

onto the iPads, using ALEKS or the ConnectED 
platform—all of that worked perfectly for us.”

The result: Improved student 
achievement    
When her students took the SBAC test, she was 
confident that Glencoe Math had prepared them very 
well.

“I said to them, ‘just do your best.’ Lo and behold, we 
came in second for the entire state of Maine!”

She notes that while she was surprised at the good 
showing, she shouldn’t have been.

“I’ve seen a huge improvement in math scores and 
a huge improvement in attitude towards math from 
these students,” Greenglass says. “They are all 
passing. There’s no kid that’s tuned out. Nobody just 
sitting there saying ‘I don’t get this. And I don’t want 
to get this.’

“I’m just really happy we made this decision and were 
able to start using Glencoe Math in all three grades 
right away.”

About Glencoe Math    
Glencoe Math, a robust middle school math program 
designed to engage students and develop their 
ability to think critically. Interactive, highly 
customizable, and adaptable, Glencoe Math provides 
the tools necessary to expand understanding using 
purposeful technology. Incorporating the latest 
standards, Glencoe Math offers the perfect blend of 
print and digital.

Glencoe Math includes ALEKS, an adaptive, online 
learning program to deliver a personalized learning 
path for each student. This robust, digital resource 
adapts to each student’s level by delivering periodic 
assessments that determine what each student is 
most ready to learn. ALEKS challenges students 
while keeping them fully engaged, guiding students 
on their personalized learning path, while eliminating 
frustration and boredom.
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