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It’s an exciting time in the history of Advanced Placement (AP). First, the 
availability of AP course opportunities has resulted in nearly double the 
number of students with access to AP classes. Also, the AP U.S. History 
Curriculum redesign and recent 2015 update reflect the changing nature of 
the study of history.

At McGraw-Hill Education, we understand the challenges an AP U.S. History 
teacher encounters. To meet these challenges, we provide a respected, 
foundational AP text coupled with digital tools and resources to help students 
develop the historical thinking skills and enduring knowledge to critically 
understand the themes and documents significant to master U.S. history.

 : A robust collection of advanced teaching resources allow you to customize 
your AP® U.S. History course your way.

 : American History UPDATED AP Edition provides a comprehensive text that 
helps guide students through their study of AP U.S. History.

 : The AP Teacher’s Manual provides teaching strategies, suggested 
activities, and more.

 : The AP advantage, an effective, online, easy-to-use solution for 
implementing your course with fidelity, providing personalized support for 
every student, and ensuring AP U.S. History Exam success.
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AP® advantage Overview
The AP advantage gives you 3 digital AP solutions on one powerful platform with  
a single sign-on. It’s all grounded in a core scientific curriculum you can trust.

Simply point and click to access diverse supplemental resources for teaching AP  
U.S. History your way while helping students develop the skills for tackling the  
AP Exam and college  coursework.

Follow these 3 steps to help your students earn a 5:

TM

TM

ONboard teaches historical thinking skills and 
reinforces background knowledge to help prepare 
students for the rigors of their AP course.  

Connect is your AP U.S. History course management 
solution providing teachers with program support, 
tools, and resources all in one convenient online 
location.   

Start with ONboard™

Support with Connect®

Succeed with SCOREboard™

STEP 1 

STEP 2 

STEP 3 

Using SCOREboard, students have Advanced 
Placement Exam preparation that truly adapts 
to their learning needs to deliver a personalized 
learning path to AP Exam success.   

®
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Reinforce students’ background knowledge for more  
effective instruction from day one 

ONboard for AP U.S. History presents students with a 
series of self-paced, interactive modules for refining  
and mastering the skills necessary for success in AP 
U.S. History coursework and the AP Exam. 

ONboard prepares students and informs teachers with:

 : A Pre-Test and Comprehensive Final Assessment with 
robust reporting features that show growth and 
identify skill gaps. 

 : Check Points and Quizzes with immediate feedback 
for gauging student comprehension. 

 : Animations and Interactivities to engage students 
with diverse learning styles.  

TM

for AP® U.S. HISTORY

Best Virtual  
Learning Solution!

Start with ONboard™

What's Covered
Pre-Test

Introduction to ONboard for AP U.S. History

Introduction to AP U.S. History Thematic   
 Learning Objectives

Module 1: Gathering and Organizing Historical  
 information

Module 2: Interpreting Primary Sources

Module 3: Interpreting Secondary Sources

Module 4: Other Historical Thinking Skills

Comprehensive Assessment

STEP 1 

®

7 Back to CONTENTS
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STEP 2 

®

•

AP

LEADER IN AMERICA’S CONSERVATION 

OUR NATIONAL PARKS—1901

From Chapter 1, “the Wild parks and Forest reservations  

Manage your class your way with digital, print, or hybrid 
course management tools

Support with Connect ®

SmartBook® is the first and only adaptive reading 
experience designed to improve the way students 
read and learn. Powered by the intelligent diagnostic 
and adaptive LearnSmart® engine, this AP Edition 
SmartBook uses assessments that consider both 
confidence level and responses to content questions 
to identify what a student knows and doesn’t know. 

As the student reads, the material constantly adapts 
to ensure the student is focused on the content he 
or she needs the most to close any knowledge gaps. 
The result is that students learn faster, study more 
efficiently, and retain more knowledge, allowing 
teachers to focus valuable class time on higher-level 
concepts.

Connect® is your solution for AP U.S. History curriculum 
support and course management. It provides teachers 
with a range of useful resources and access to 
online presentation, assignment, and assessment 
solutions. Students also get an adaptive, interactive 
AP SmartBook™ powered by LearnSmart™ that will help 
them study smarter, not harder. 

Connect® also contains: 

 : AP REDESIGNED Test Banks. Each chapter bank 
contains stimulus-based multiple choice, new-style 
short answer, long essay, and document-based 
questions. These questions are correlated to the AP 
Curriculum Framework and help provide students 
with an excellent opportunity to practice answering 
AP-style questions. 

 : UPDATED AP Teacher Manual. Developed specifically 
to help AP U.S. History teachers seamlessly 
transition to the new curriculum. This powerful 
resource includes:

 : Chapter assessment answers
 : Historical thinking skills activities
 : Thematic topics
 : Historical terms and concepts review
 : Pacing guide

 : AP U.S. History Source Library. In addition to the 
hundreds of sources found in the book, the AP U.S. 
History Source Library with maps, primary texts, and 
historical arguments is available in Connect.

7 Back to CONTENTS
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Chapter 1 The Collision of Cultures

Chapter 2 Transplantations and Borderlands

Chapter 3 Society and Culture in Provincial America

Chapter 4 The Empire in Transition

Chapter 5 The American Revolution

Chapter 6 The Constitution and the New Republic

Chapter 7 The Jeffersonian Era

Chapter 8 Varieties of American Nationalism

Chapter 9 Jacksonian America

Chapter 10 America’s Economic Revolution

Chapter 11 Cotton, Slavery, and the Old South

Chapter 12 Antebellum Culture and Reform

Chapter 13 The Impending Crisis

Chapter 14   The Civil War

Chapter 15 Reconstruction and the New South

Chapter 16 The Conquest of the Far West

Chapter 17 Industrial Supremacy

Chapter 18 The Age of the City

Chapter 19 From Crisis to Empire

Chapter 20 The Progressives

Chapter 21 America and the Great War

Chapter 22 The New Era

Chapter 23 The Great Depression

Chapter 24 The New Deal

Chapter 25 The Global Crisis, 1921-1941

Chapter 26 America in a World at War

Chapter 27 The Cold War

Chapter 28 The Affluent Society

Chapter 29 Civil Rights, Vietnam, and the Ordeal of Liberalism

Chapter 30 The Crisis of Authority

Chapter 31 From “The Age of Limits” to the Age of Reagan

Chapter 32 The Age of Globalization

American History: Connecting with the Past UPDATED  
AP® Edition fully addresses the most recent AP U.S. 
History redesign, providing students with guidance  
and support to master key concepts and themes, 
develop historical thinking skills, and succeed on the  
AP U.S. History Exam.

American History UPDATED  
AP Edition Guided Tour

STEP 2 

®

Table of Contents
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American History UPDATED  
AP Edition Guided Tour continued

STEP 2 

®

AP FOCUS

“VOTES FOR WOMEN,” BY B. M. BOYE  This 
striking poster was the prize-winning entry in a 1911 contest 
sponsored by the College Equal Suffrage League of 
Northern California. (The Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, 
Harvard University)

20 THE PROGRESSIVES

Historical Thinking
Argumentation To what degree and in what ways were progressives 
able to make the American political system more democratic at the national, 
state, and local levels?

Argumentation To what degree and in what ways did the 
progressive movement improve life for average Americans through the 
regulation of big business?

Argumentation To what degree and in what ways were progressives 
able to enact social welfare legislation?

Contextualization Analyze the sources of support for progressive 
reform and the reasons for that support.

Contextualization Analyze the role of women in the progressive 
movement, reforms they sought to attain, and their relative success in 
realizing those goals.

Comparison Compare and contrast the views of big business and 
conservationists on the use of natural resources.

Comparison Compare and contrast New Nationalism with New 
Freedom.

Comparison Compare the positions of Booker T. Washington and 
W.E.B. Du Bois on how to best attain equal rights for African Americans.  

Key Concept Correlations
Analyze the ways the historical developments you learn about in this chapter con-
nect to one or more of these key concepts in AP U.S. History coursework.

6.3.I.C A number of artists and critics, including agrarians, utopians, so-
cialists, and advocates of the Social Gospel, championed alternative visions 
for the economy and U.S. society.

6.3.II.B Many women sought greater equality with men, often joining 
voluntary organizations, going to college, promoting social and political re-
form, and, like Jane Addams, working in settlement houses to help immi-
grants adapt to U.S. language and customs.

7.1.II.A Some Progressive Era journalists attacked what they saw as po-
litical corruption, social injustice, and economic inequality, while reformers, 
often from the middle and upper classes and including many women, 
worked to effect social changes in cities and among immigrant populations.

7.1.II.B On the national level, Progressives sought federal legislation that 
they believed would effectively regulate the economy, expand democracy, 
and generate moral reform. Progressive amendments to the Constitution 
dealt with issues such as prohibition and woman suffrage.

7.1.II.C Preservationists and conservationists both supported the estab-
lishment of national parks while advocating different government responses 
to the overuse of natural resources.

7.1.II.D The Progressives were divided over many issues. Some 
Progressives supported Southern segregation, while others ignored its pres-
ence. Some Progressives advocated expanding popular participation in gov-
ernment, while others called for greater reliance on professional and technical 
experts to make government more efficient. Progressives also disagreed 
about immigration restriction.

Thematic Learning Objectives
CUL-1.0, 2.0, 3.0;  NAT-2.0;  POL-1.0, 2.0, 3.0;  GEO-1.0

0551_ch20_673830.indd   551 11/6/15   9:43 AM

Our incomparable core text is complemented by several
features of significant importance to those teaching AP  
U.S. History.

7 Back to CONTENTS

http://mheonline.com/advancedplacement


7

mheonline.com/advancedplacement

American History UPDATED  
AP Edition Guided Tour continued

STEP 2 

®
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Historical Thinking guided study 
helps students begin to view the 
key concepts through the lens of 
historical thinking skills
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American History UPDATED  
AP Edition Guided Tour continued

STEP 2 
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7.1.II.D The Progressives were divided over many issues. Some 
Progressives supported Southern segregation, while others ignored its pres-
ence. Some Progressives advocated expanding popular participation in gov-
ernment, while others called for greater reliance on professional and technical 
experts to make government more efficient. Progressives also disagreed 
about immigration restriction.

Thematic Learning Objectives
CUL-1.0, 2.0, 3.0;  NAT-2.0;  POL-1.0, 2.0, 3.0;  GEO-1.0

0551_ch20_673830.indd   551 11/6/15   9:43 AM

7 Back to CONTENTS

Historical Thinking guided study 
helps students begin to view the 
key concepts through the lens of 
historical thinking skills

Revised chapter-level Key Concept  
Correlations ensure proper focus 
by students and teachers. 
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American History UPDATED  
AP Edition Guided Tour continued
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Historical Thinking guided study 
helps students begin to view the 
key concepts through the lens of 
historical thinking skills

Revised chapter-level Key Concept  
Correlations ensure proper focus 
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CONNECTING CONCEPTSAP
CHAPTER 20 discusses the progressive reform movement and the beliefs and philosophies that drove 

the impulse. It discusses the strategies of reformers for realizing their agenda, as well as their relative success. 

The chapter deals extensively with the positive contributions of women to general social reform and to specific 

issues of interest, such as prohibition and suffrage. As you study the chapter, you should also focus on the 

political agendas of Theodore Roosevelt, William Taft, and Woodrow Wilson, particularly on comparing and 

contrasting the ideas of Roosevelt’s New Nationalism and Wilson’s New Freedom. Pay close attention also to the 

discussion of diverse views concerning environmental protection. As you read, evaluate the following ideas:

• Progressives pressured government to take a more active role in democratizing the political system, 

reining in the power of big business, and enacting social welfare legislation.

• The middle class, women, and journalists played prominent roles in initiating progressive reforms.

THE PROGRESSIVE IMPULSE

Progressivism was, first, an optimistic vision. Progressives believed, as their name 
implies, in the idea of progress. They believed that society was capable of improve-
ment and that continued growth and advancement were the nation’s destiny.

But progressives believed, too, that growth and progress could not continue to occur recklessly, 
as they had in the late nineteenth century. The “natural laws” of the marketplace, and the doc-
trines of laissez faire and Social Darwinism that celebrated those laws, were not sufficient. Direct, 
purposeful human intervention in social and economic affairs was, they argued, essential to order-
ing and bettering society.

Varieties of Progressivism
Progressives did not always agree on the form their intervention should take, and the result was 
a variety of reform impulses that sometimes seemed to have little in common. One powerful 
impulse was the spirit of “antimonopoly,” the fear of concentrated power and the urge to limit 

and disperse authority and wealth. This vaguely populist impulse appealed 
not only to many workers and farmers but to some middle-class Americans 

as well. And it encouraged government to regulate or break up trusts at both the state and 
national level.

Another progressive impulse was a belief in the importance of social cohesion: the belief that 
individuals are part of a great web of social relationships, that each person’s welfare is dependent 
on the welfare of society as a whole. That assumption produced a concern about the “victims” of 
industrialization and other people who had difficult lives.

Still another impulse was a deep faith in knowledge—in the possibilities of applying to society 
the principles of natural and social sciences. Many reformers believed that knowledge was more 

important than anything else as a vehicle for making society more equitable 
and humane. Most progressives believed, too, that a modernized government 
could—and must—play an important role in the process of improving and stabi-

lizing  society. Modern life was too complex to be left in the hands of party bosses, untrained 
amateurs, and antiquated institutions.

The Muckrakers
Among the first people to articulate the new spirit of reform were crusading journalists who 
began to direct public attention toward social, economic, and political injustices. They became 
known as the “muckrakers,” after Theodore Roosevelt accused one of them of raking up muck 

“AntimonoPoly”

fAith in 
Knowledge
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McGerr, in A Fierce Discontent (2003), and Alan Dawley, 
in Changing the World (2003), have characterized pro-
gressivism as a fundamentally moral undertaking. McGerr 
viewed it as an effort by the middle class to create order 
and stability, whereas Dawley saw it as an effort by 
groups on the left to attack social injustice.

Given the range of disagreement over the nature of 
the progressive movement, it is hardly surprising that 
some historians have despaired of finding any coherent 
definition for the term. Peter Filene, for one, suggested 
in 1970 that the concept of progressivism as a “move-
ment” had outlived its usefulness. But Daniel Rodgers, in 
an important 1982 article, “In Search of Progressivism,” 
disagreed. The very diversity of progressivism, he 
argued, accounted both for its enormous impact on its 
time and for its capacity to reveal to us today the “noise 
and tumult” of an age of rapid social change. •

  ARGUMENTATION  
AND INTERPRETATION

Questions assume cumulative content knowledge from 
this chapter and previous chapters.

 1. Identify five interpretations concerning the progressive 
era made by historians. For each, provide one piece of 
historical evidence that supports the argument.

 2. Identify the interpretations that view Progressivism 
through a psychological lens. Identify the arguments that 
view Progressivism through a gender lens. Identify the 
 arguments that view Progressivism through an 
 organizational lens.

 3. With which historian’s interpretation do you most 
agree? Explain why, supporting your argument with 
 historical evidence.

(© Private Collection/The Bridgeman Art Library)

was no longer an all-consuming place. Technological innovations 
such as running water, electricity, and eventually household 
appliances made housework less onerous (even if higher stan-
dards of cleanliness counterbalanced many of these gains).

Declining family size also changed the lives of many women. 
Middle-class white women in the late nineteenth century had 
fewer children than their mothers and grandmothers had 
borne. They also lived longer. Many women thus now spent 
fewer years with young children in the home and lived more 
years after their children were grown.

Some educated women shunned marriage, believing that 
only by remaining single could they play the roles they envi-
sioned in the public world. Single women were among the 
most prominent female reformers of the time: Jane Addams 
and Lillian Wald in the settlement house  movement, Frances 
Willard in the temperance movement, Anna Howard Shaw in 

the suffrage movement, and many others. Some of these 
women lived alone. Others lived with other women, often in 

long-term relationships—some of them 
 quietly romantic—that were known at the 
time as “Boston marriages.” The divorce 

rate also rose rapidly in the late nineteenth century, from  
one divorce for every twenty-one marriages in 1880 to one in 
nine by 1916; women initiated the majority of them.

The Clubwomen
Among the most visible signs of the increasing public roles of 
women in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
were the women’s clubs, which proliferated rapidly beginning 
in the 1880s and 1890s and became the vanguard of many 
important reforms.

“Boston 
Marriages”

without understanding the role of women and the importance of issues involving the family and the 
private world within it.

Other historians have sought to place progressivism in a broader context. Daniel Rodgers’s Atlantic 
Crossings (1998) is a study of how European reforms influenced American progressives. Both Michael 
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Progressivism

UNTIL the early 1950s, most historians generally agreed on the central characteristics 
of progressivism. It was just what progressives themselves said it was: a move-

ment by the “people” to curb the power of the “special interests.”
George Mowry challenged this traditional view in The California Progressives (1951). He 

described the reform movement in California not as a people’s protest, but, rather, as an effort by a 
small and privileged group of business and professional men to limit the power of large new corpora-
tions and labor unions. Richard Hofstadter expanded on this idea in The Age of Reform (1955), 
describing progressives throughout the country as people suffering from “status anxiety”—old, for-
merly influential, upper-middle-class families seeking to restore their fading prestige by challenging 
the powerful new institutions that had begun to displace them.

The Mowry-Hofstadter thesis provoked new challenges and new interpretations of the meaning 
of progressivism. Gabriel Kolko, in The Triumph of Conservatism (1963), rejected the Mowry-
Hofstadter idea that progressivism represented the efforts of a displaced elite. Progressivism, he 
argued, was an effort to regulate business undertaken, not by the “people” or “displaced elites,” but by 
corporate leaders, who saw in government supervision a way to protect themselves from competition. 
Martin Sklar’s The Corporate Reconstruction of American Capitalism (1988) is a more sophisticated 
version of a similar argument.

A more moderate challenge to the “psychological” interpretation of progressivism came from 
historians embracing a new “organizational” view of history. In The Search for Order, 1877–1920 
(1967), Robert Wiebe presented progressivism as a response to dislocations in American life brought 
on by rapid changes in the economy. Economic power had moved to large, national organizations, 
while social and political life remained centered primarily in local communities. The result was wide-
spread disorder and unrest. Progressivism, Wiebe argued, was the effort of a “new middle class”—a 
class tied to the emerging national economy—to stabilize and enhance their position in society by 
creating national institutions suitable for the new national economy.

Some historians continued to argue that progressivism was a movement of the people against the 
special interests. J. Joseph Huthmacher argued in 1962 that much of the force behind progressivism 
came from members of the working class, especially immigrants, who pressed for such reforms as 

workmen’s compensation and wage and hour laws. John 
Buenker, in Urban Liberalism and Progressive Reform 
(1973), claimed that political machines and urban “bosses” 
were important sources of reform energy and helped 
create twentieth-century liberalism.

Other historians writing in the 1970s and 1980s 
attempted to link reform to some of the broad pro-
cesses of political change that had created the public 
battles of the era. Richard L. McCormick’s From 
Realignment to Reform (1981), a study of political 
change in New York State, argued that the crucial 
change in this era was the decline of the political parties 
and the rise of interest groups working for particular 
social and economic goals.

Many historians see progressivism as rooted in gen-
der and have focused on the role of women (and the 
vast network of voluntary associations they created) in 
shaping and promoting progressive reform. Historians 
Kathryn Sklar, Linda Gordon, Ruth Rosen, and Elaine 
Tyler May, among others, argued that some progres-
sive battles were part of an effort by women to protect 
their interests within the domestic sphere in the face of 
jarring challenges from the new industrial world. This 
protective urge drew women reformers to such issues 
as temperance, divorce, prostitution, and the regulation 
of female and child labor. Other women worked to 
expand their own roles in the public world. Progressivism 
cannot be  understood, historians of women contend, 

adopting professional standards. And many women entered 
academia—often receiving advanced degrees at such predomi-
nantly male institutions as the University of Chicago, MIT, or 
Columbia, and finding professional opportunities in the new 
and expanding women’s colleges.

WOMEN AND REFORM

The prominence of women in reform movements is one of the 
most striking features of progressivism. In most states in the 
early twentieth century, women could not vote. They almost 

never held public office. They had foot-
holds in only a few (and usually primarily 
female) professions and lived in a culture 
in which most people, male and female, 

Key Role of 
Women in 

RefoRm Causes

believed that women were not suited for the public world. 
What, then, explains the prominent role so many women 
played in the reform activities of the period?

The “New Woman”
The phenomenon of the “new woman,” widely remarked upon 
at the time, was a product of social and economic changes that 

affected the private world as much as the 
public one, even if such changes affected 
mostly middle-class people. By the end of 
the nineteenth century, almost all 

income-producing activity had moved out of the home and into 
the factory or the office. At the same time, children were begin-
ning school at earlier ages and spending more time there. For 
many wives and mothers who did not work for wages, the home 

soCioeConomiC 
oRigins of the 
neW Woman
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McGerr, in A Fierce Discontent (2003), and Alan Dawley, 
in Changing the World (2003), have characterized pro-
gressivism as a fundamentally moral undertaking. McGerr 
viewed it as an effort by the middle class to create order 
and stability, whereas Dawley saw it as an effort by 
groups on the left to attack social injustice.

Given the range of disagreement over the nature of 
the progressive movement, it is hardly surprising that 
some historians have despaired of finding any coherent 
definition for the term. Peter Filene, for one, suggested 
in 1970 that the concept of progressivism as a “move-
ment” had outlived its usefulness. But Daniel Rodgers, in 
an important 1982 article, “In Search of Progressivism,” 
disagreed. The very diversity of progressivism, he 
argued, accounted both for its enormous impact on its 
time and for its capacity to reveal to us today the “noise 
and tumult” of an age of rapid social change. •

  ARGUMENTATION  
AND INTERPRETATION

Questions assume cumulative content knowledge from 
this chapter and previous chapters.

 1. Identify five interpretations concerning the progressive 
era made by historians. For each, provide one piece of 
historical evidence that supports the argument.

 2. Identify the interpretations that view Progressivism 
through a psychological lens. Identify the arguments that 
view Progressivism through a gender lens. Identify the 
 arguments that view Progressivism through an 
 organizational lens.

 3. With which historian’s interpretation do you most 
agree? Explain why, supporting your argument with 
 historical evidence.

(© Private Collection/The Bridgeman Art Library)

was no longer an all-consuming place. Technological innovations 
such as running water, electricity, and eventually household 
appliances made housework less onerous (even if higher stan-
dards of cleanliness counterbalanced many of these gains).

Declining family size also changed the lives of many women. 
Middle-class white women in the late nineteenth century had 
fewer children than their mothers and grandmothers had 
borne. They also lived longer. Many women thus now spent 
fewer years with young children in the home and lived more 
years after their children were grown.

Some educated women shunned marriage, believing that 
only by remaining single could they play the roles they envi-
sioned in the public world. Single women were among the 
most prominent female reformers of the time: Jane Addams 
and Lillian Wald in the settlement house  movement, Frances 
Willard in the temperance movement, Anna Howard Shaw in 

the suffrage movement, and many others. Some of these 
women lived alone. Others lived with other women, often in 

long-term relationships—some of them 
 quietly romantic—that were known at the 
time as “Boston marriages.” The divorce 

rate also rose rapidly in the late nineteenth century, from  
one divorce for every twenty-one marriages in 1880 to one in 
nine by 1916; women initiated the majority of them.

The Clubwomen
Among the most visible signs of the increasing public roles of 
women in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
were the women’s clubs, which proliferated rapidly beginning 
in the 1880s and 1890s and became the vanguard of many 
important reforms.

“Boston 
Marriages”

without understanding the role of women and the importance of issues involving the family and the 
private world within it.

Other historians have sought to place progressivism in a broader context. Daniel Rodgers’s Atlantic 
Crossings (1998) is a study of how European reforms influenced American progressives. Both Michael 
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UNTIL the early 1950s, most historians generally agreed on the central characteristics 
of progressivism. It was just what progressives themselves said it was: a move-

ment by the “people” to curb the power of the “special interests.”
George Mowry challenged this traditional view in The California Progressives (1951). He 

described the reform movement in California not as a people’s protest, but, rather, as an effort by a 
small and privileged group of business and professional men to limit the power of large new corpora-
tions and labor unions. Richard Hofstadter expanded on this idea in The Age of Reform (1955), 
describing progressives throughout the country as people suffering from “status anxiety”—old, for-
merly influential, upper-middle-class families seeking to restore their fading prestige by challenging 
the powerful new institutions that had begun to displace them.

The Mowry-Hofstadter thesis provoked new challenges and new interpretations of the meaning 
of progressivism. Gabriel Kolko, in The Triumph of Conservatism (1963), rejected the Mowry-
Hofstadter idea that progressivism represented the efforts of a displaced elite. Progressivism, he 
argued, was an effort to regulate business undertaken, not by the “people” or “displaced elites,” but by 
corporate leaders, who saw in government supervision a way to protect themselves from competition. 
Martin Sklar’s The Corporate Reconstruction of American Capitalism (1988) is a more sophisticated 
version of a similar argument.

A more moderate challenge to the “psychological” interpretation of progressivism came from 
historians embracing a new “organizational” view of history. In The Search for Order, 1877–1920 
(1967), Robert Wiebe presented progressivism as a response to dislocations in American life brought 
on by rapid changes in the economy. Economic power had moved to large, national organizations, 
while social and political life remained centered primarily in local communities. The result was wide-
spread disorder and unrest. Progressivism, Wiebe argued, was the effort of a “new middle class”—a 
class tied to the emerging national economy—to stabilize and enhance their position in society by 
creating national institutions suitable for the new national economy.

Some historians continued to argue that progressivism was a movement of the people against the 
special interests. J. Joseph Huthmacher argued in 1962 that much of the force behind progressivism 
came from members of the working class, especially immigrants, who pressed for such reforms as 

workmen’s compensation and wage and hour laws. John 
Buenker, in Urban Liberalism and Progressive Reform 
(1973), claimed that political machines and urban “bosses” 
were important sources of reform energy and helped 
create twentieth-century liberalism.

Other historians writing in the 1970s and 1980s 
attempted to link reform to some of the broad pro-
cesses of political change that had created the public 
battles of the era. Richard L. McCormick’s From 
Realignment to Reform (1981), a study of political 
change in New York State, argued that the crucial 
change in this era was the decline of the political parties 
and the rise of interest groups working for particular 
social and economic goals.

Many historians see progressivism as rooted in gen-
der and have focused on the role of women (and the 
vast network of voluntary associations they created) in 
shaping and promoting progressive reform. Historians 
Kathryn Sklar, Linda Gordon, Ruth Rosen, and Elaine 
Tyler May, among others, argued that some progres-
sive battles were part of an effort by women to protect 
their interests within the domestic sphere in the face of 
jarring challenges from the new industrial world. This 
protective urge drew women reformers to such issues 
as temperance, divorce, prostitution, and the regulation 
of female and child labor. Other women worked to 
expand their own roles in the public world. Progressivism 
cannot be  understood, historians of women contend, 

adopting professional standards. And many women entered 
academia—often receiving advanced degrees at such predomi-
nantly male institutions as the University of Chicago, MIT, or 
Columbia, and finding professional opportunities in the new 
and expanding women’s colleges.

WOMEN AND REFORM

The prominence of women in reform movements is one of the 
most striking features of progressivism. In most states in the 
early twentieth century, women could not vote. They almost 

never held public office. They had foot-
holds in only a few (and usually primarily 
female) professions and lived in a culture 
in which most people, male and female, 

Key Role of 
Women in 

RefoRm Causes

believed that women were not suited for the public world. 
What, then, explains the prominent role so many women 
played in the reform activities of the period?

The “New Woman”
The phenomenon of the “new woman,” widely remarked upon 
at the time, was a product of social and economic changes that 

affected the private world as much as the 
public one, even if such changes affected 
mostly middle-class people. By the end of 
the nineteenth century, almost all 

income-producing activity had moved out of the home and into 
the factory or the office. At the same time, children were begin-
ning school at earlier ages and spending more time there. For 
many wives and mothers who did not work for wages, the home 
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oRigins of the 
neW Woman

DEBATING THE PASTAP

552-582_ch20_673830.indd   556 11/5/15   2:37 PM

• 557

McGerr, in A Fierce Discontent (2003), and Alan Dawley, 
in Changing the World (2003), have characterized pro-
gressivism as a fundamentally moral undertaking. McGerr 
viewed it as an effort by the middle class to create order 
and stability, whereas Dawley saw it as an effort by 
groups on the left to attack social injustice.

Given the range of disagreement over the nature of 
the progressive movement, it is hardly surprising that 
some historians have despaired of finding any coherent 
definition for the term. Peter Filene, for one, suggested 
in 1970 that the concept of progressivism as a “move-
ment” had outlived its usefulness. But Daniel Rodgers, in 
an important 1982 article, “In Search of Progressivism,” 
disagreed. The very diversity of progressivism, he 
argued, accounted both for its enormous impact on its 
time and for its capacity to reveal to us today the “noise 
and tumult” of an age of rapid social change. •

  ARGUMENTATION  
AND INTERPRETATION

Questions assume cumulative content knowledge from 
this chapter and previous chapters.

 1. Identify five interpretations concerning the progressive 
era made by historians. For each, provide one piece of 
historical evidence that supports the argument.

 2. Identify the interpretations that view Progressivism 
through a psychological lens. Identify the arguments that 
view Progressivism through a gender lens. Identify the 
 arguments that view Progressivism through an 
 organizational lens.

 3. With which historian’s interpretation do you most 
agree? Explain why, supporting your argument with 
 historical evidence.

(© Private Collection/The Bridgeman Art Library)

was no longer an all-consuming place. Technological innovations 
such as running water, electricity, and eventually household 
appliances made housework less onerous (even if higher stan-
dards of cleanliness counterbalanced many of these gains).

Declining family size also changed the lives of many women. 
Middle-class white women in the late nineteenth century had 
fewer children than their mothers and grandmothers had 
borne. They also lived longer. Many women thus now spent 
fewer years with young children in the home and lived more 
years after their children were grown.

Some educated women shunned marriage, believing that 
only by remaining single could they play the roles they envi-
sioned in the public world. Single women were among the 
most prominent female reformers of the time: Jane Addams 
and Lillian Wald in the settlement house  movement, Frances 
Willard in the temperance movement, Anna Howard Shaw in 

the suffrage movement, and many others. Some of these 
women lived alone. Others lived with other women, often in 

long-term relationships—some of them 
 quietly romantic—that were known at the 
time as “Boston marriages.” The divorce 

rate also rose rapidly in the late nineteenth century, from  
one divorce for every twenty-one marriages in 1880 to one in 
nine by 1916; women initiated the majority of them.

The Clubwomen
Among the most visible signs of the increasing public roles of 
women in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
were the women’s clubs, which proliferated rapidly beginning 
in the 1880s and 1890s and became the vanguard of many 
important reforms.

“Boston 
Marriages”

without understanding the role of women and the importance of issues involving the family and the 
private world within it.

Other historians have sought to place progressivism in a broader context. Daniel Rodgers’s Atlantic 
Crossings (1998) is a study of how European reforms influenced American progressives. Both Michael 
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recall gave voters the right to remove a public official from 
 office at a special election, which could be called after a  sufficient 
number of citizens had signed a petition. By 1915, every state 
in the nation had instituted primary elections for at least some 
offices. The recall encountered more strenuous opposition, but 
a few states (such as California) adopted it as well.

Other reform measures attempted to clean up the legislatures 
themselves. Between 1903 and 1908, twelve states passed laws 
restricting lobbying by business interests in state legislatures. In 
those same years, twenty-two states banned campaign contribu-
tions by corporations, and twenty-four states forbade public offi-
cials to accept free passes from railroads. Many states also struggled 
successfully to create systems of workmen’s compensation for 
workers injured on the job. And starting in 1911, reformers suc-
cessfully created pensions for widows with dependent children.

Reform efforts proved most effective in states that ele-
vated vigorous and committed politicians to positions of 
leadership. In New York, Governor Charles Evans Hughes 
exploited progressive sentiment to create a commission to 

regulate public utilities. In California, Governor Hiram 
Johnson limited the political power of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad. In New Jersey, Woodrow Wilson, the Princeton 
University president elected governor in 1910, used execu-
tive leadership to win reforms designed to end New Jersey’s 
widely denounced position as the “mother of trusts.”

The most celebrated state-level reformer was Robert M. La 
Follette of Wisconsin. Elected governor in 1900, he helped 

turn his state into what reformers across the 
nation described as a “laboratory of progres-
sivism.” Under his leadership the Wisconsin 

progressives won approval of direct primaries, initiatives, and 
referendums. They regulated railroads and utilities. They passed 
laws to regulate the workplace and provide compensation for 
laborers injured on the job. They instituted graduated taxes on 
inherited fortunes, and they nearly doubled state levies on rail-
roads and other corporate interests. La Follette used his per-
sonal magnetism to widen public awareness of progressive 
goals. Reform was the responsibility not simply of politicians, 
he argued, but of newspapers, citizens’ groups, educational 
institutions, and business and professional organizations as well.

Parties and Interest Groups
The reformers did not, of course, eliminate parties from 
American political life. But they did contribute to a decline in 

party influence. Evidence of their impact 
came from, among other things, the  decline 
in voter turnout. In the late nineteenth 
century, up to 81 percent of eligible voters 

routinely turned out for national elections because of the 

RobeRt La 
FoLLette

DecLine oF 
PaRty 

inFLuence

study of society that produced more than 140 volumes of “social inves-
tigation” of almost every aspect of the nation’s life. French reformers 
pressed in the 1890s for factory regulation, assistance to the elderly, 
and progressive taxation. Britain pioneered the settlement houses in 
working-class areas of London—a movement that soon spread to the 
United States as well—and, like the United States, witnessed growing 
challenges to the power of monopolies at both the local and national 
level.

In many countries, social democrats felt pressure from the rising 
worldwide labor movement and from the rise of socialist parties in 
many industrial countries. Strikes, sometimes violent, were common in 
France, Germany, Britain, and the United States in the late nineteenth 
century. The more militant workers became, the more unions grew. 
Social democrats did not always welcome the rise of militant labor 
movements, but they took them seriously and tried to use them to 
support their own reform efforts.

The politics of social democracy represented a great shift in the 
character of public life all over the industrial world. Instead of battles 
over the privileges of aristocrats or the power of monarchs, reformers 
now focused on the social problems of ordinary people and attempted 
to improve their lot. “The politics of the future are social politics,” the 
British reformer Joseph Chamberlain said in the 1880s, referring to 
efforts to deal with the problems of ordinary citizens. That belief was 
fueling progressive efforts across the world in the years that Americans 
have come to call the “progressive era.” •

UNDERSTAND, ANALYZE, AND EVALUATE

 1. What is social democracy? How does it differ from socialism?
 2. What progressive era reforms in American social and political 

life can be seen in other nations as well?
 3. Social democratic political parties continue to exist in many 

countries throughout the world. Why was the Progressive 
Party in the United States so short-lived?

ROBERT LA FOLLETTE CAMPAIGNING IN WISCONSIN After three terms as 
governor of Wisconsin, La Follette began a long career in the U.S. Senate in 1906, during which 
he worked uncompromisingly for advanced progressive reforms—so uncompromisingly, in fact, 
that he was often almost completely isolated. He titled a chapter of his autobiography “Alone in 
the Senate.” La Follette had a greater impact on his own state, whose politics he and his sons 
dominated for nearly forty years and where he was able to win passage of many reforms that 
the federal government resisted. (The Library of Congress (LC-DIG-ggbain-06406))
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Tom Johnson, the celebrated reform mayor of Cleveland, waged 
a long war against the powerful streetcar 
interests in his city, fighting to lower street-

car fares to 3 cents, and ultimately to impose municipal owner-
ship on certain basic utilities. After Johnson’s defeat and death, 
his talented aide Newton D. Baker won  election as mayor and 
helped maintain Cleveland’s reputation as the best-governed 
city in America. Hazen Pingree of Detroit, Samuel “Golden Rule” 
Jones of Toledo, and other mayors  effectively challenged local 
party bosses to bring the spirit of  reform into city government.

Statehouse Progressivism
The assault on boss rule in the cities did not, however, always 
produce results. Consequently, many progressives turned to 
state government as an agent for reform. They looked with 
particular scorn on state legislatures, whose ill-paid, undistin-
guished members, they believed, were generally incompetent, 
often corrupt, and totally controlled by party bosses. Reformers 

Tom Johnson

began looking for ways to circumvent the boss-controlled 
 legislatures by increasing the power of the electorate.

Two of the most important changes were innovations first 
proposed by Populists in the 1890s: the initiative and the 

 referendum. The initiative allowed reform-
ers to circumvent state legislatures by 
 submitting new legislation directly to the 

voters in general elections. The referendum provided a method 
by which actions of the legislature could be returned to the 
 electorate for approval. By 1918, more than twenty states had 
 enacted one or both of these reforms.

Similarly, the direct primary and the recall were efforts to 
limit the power of party and improve the quality of elected 

 officials. The primary election was an 
attempt to take the  selection of candidates 
away from the bosses and give it to the peo-
ple. (In the South, it was also an effort to 

limit black voting—since primary voting, many white southerners 
believed, would be easier to control than general elections.) The 

InITIaTIve and 
RefeRendum

dIRecT 
PRImaRy and 

Recall

ENORMOUS energy, enthusiasm, and organization drove the reform 
efforts in America in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries, much of it a result of social crises and political movements in the United States. But the “age 
of reform,” as some scholars have called it, was not just an American phenomenon. It was part of a 
wave of social experimentation that was occurring through much of the industrial world.

Several industrializing nations—the United States, Britain, Germany, and France—adopted the 
term “progressivism” for their efforts, but the term that most broadly defined the new reform energies 
was “social democracy.” Social democrats in many countries shared a belief in the betterment of 
society, not through religion or inherited ideology, but through the accumulation of knowledge. They 
favored improving the social condition of all people through economic reforms and government pro-
grams of social protection. And they believed that these changes could come through peaceful politi-
cal change, rather than through radicalism or revolution. Political parties committed to these goals 
emerged in several countries: the Labour Party in Britain, Social Democratic parties in various 
European nations, and the short-lived Progressive Party in the United States. Intellectuals, academics, 
and government officials across the world shared the knowledge they were accumulating and 
observed social programs. An important moment in the growth of social democracy were the many 
Paris expositions of 1889 and 1900. Their symbol was the famous Eiffel Tower, and their meaning 
for many progressives was the possibilities of progress through industrial innovation. Not only tour-
ists, but progressive experts as well, visited the Paris expositions; and they held meetings while they 
were there to share their visions of the future.

At the turn of the century, American reformers visited Germany, France, Britain, Belgium, and the 
Netherlands, observing the reforms in progress there, while European reformers visited the United 
States. Reformers from both the United States and Europe were also fascinated by the advanced social 
experiments in Australia and, especially, New Zealand—which the American reformer Henry Demarest 
Lloyd once called “the political brain of the modern world.” New Zealand’s dramatic experiments in fac-
tory regulation, woman suffrage, old-age pensions, progressive taxation, and labor arbitration gradually 
found counterparts in many other nations. William Allen White, a progressive journalist from Kansas, 
said of this time: “We were parts of one another, in the United States and Europe. Something was weld-
ing us into one social and economic whole with local political variations . . . [all] fighting a common cause.”

Social democracy—or, as it was sometimes called in 
the United States and elsewhere, social justice or the 
Social Gospel—was responsible for many public pro-
grams. Germany began a system of social insurance for 
its citizens in the 1880s while undertaking a massive 

Social Democracy WOR-1.0
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recall gave voters the right to remove a public official from 
 office at a special election, which could be called after a  sufficient 
number of citizens had signed a petition. By 1915, every state 
in the nation had instituted primary elections for at least some 
offices. The recall encountered more strenuous opposition, but 
a few states (such as California) adopted it as well.

Other reform measures attempted to clean up the legislatures 
themselves. Between 1903 and 1908, twelve states passed laws 
restricting lobbying by business interests in state legislatures. In 
those same years, twenty-two states banned campaign contribu-
tions by corporations, and twenty-four states forbade public offi-
cials to accept free passes from railroads. Many states also struggled 
successfully to create systems of workmen’s compensation for 
workers injured on the job. And starting in 1911, reformers suc-
cessfully created pensions for widows with dependent children.

Reform efforts proved most effective in states that ele-
vated vigorous and committed politicians to positions of 
leadership. In New York, Governor Charles Evans Hughes 
exploited progressive sentiment to create a commission to 

regulate public utilities. In California, Governor Hiram 
Johnson limited the political power of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad. In New Jersey, Woodrow Wilson, the Princeton 
University president elected governor in 1910, used execu-
tive leadership to win reforms designed to end New Jersey’s 
widely denounced position as the “mother of trusts.”

The most celebrated state-level reformer was Robert M. La 
Follette of Wisconsin. Elected governor in 1900, he helped 

turn his state into what reformers across the 
nation described as a “laboratory of progres-
sivism.” Under his leadership the Wisconsin 

progressives won approval of direct primaries, initiatives, and 
referendums. They regulated railroads and utilities. They passed 
laws to regulate the workplace and provide compensation for 
laborers injured on the job. They instituted graduated taxes on 
inherited fortunes, and they nearly doubled state levies on rail-
roads and other corporate interests. La Follette used his per-
sonal magnetism to widen public awareness of progressive 
goals. Reform was the responsibility not simply of politicians, 
he argued, but of newspapers, citizens’ groups, educational 
institutions, and business and professional organizations as well.

Parties and Interest Groups
The reformers did not, of course, eliminate parties from 
American political life. But they did contribute to a decline in 

party influence. Evidence of their impact 
came from, among other things, the  decline 
in voter turnout. In the late nineteenth 
century, up to 81 percent of eligible voters 

routinely turned out for national elections because of the 

RobeRt La 
FoLLette

DecLine oF 
PaRty 

inFLuence

study of society that produced more than 140 volumes of “social inves-
tigation” of almost every aspect of the nation’s life. French reformers 
pressed in the 1890s for factory regulation, assistance to the elderly, 
and progressive taxation. Britain pioneered the settlement houses in 
working-class areas of London—a movement that soon spread to the 
United States as well—and, like the United States, witnessed growing 
challenges to the power of monopolies at both the local and national 
level.

In many countries, social democrats felt pressure from the rising 
worldwide labor movement and from the rise of socialist parties in 
many industrial countries. Strikes, sometimes violent, were common in 
France, Germany, Britain, and the United States in the late nineteenth 
century. The more militant workers became, the more unions grew. 
Social democrats did not always welcome the rise of militant labor 
movements, but they took them seriously and tried to use them to 
support their own reform efforts.

The politics of social democracy represented a great shift in the 
character of public life all over the industrial world. Instead of battles 
over the privileges of aristocrats or the power of monarchs, reformers 
now focused on the social problems of ordinary people and attempted 
to improve their lot. “The politics of the future are social politics,” the 
British reformer Joseph Chamberlain said in the 1880s, referring to 
efforts to deal with the problems of ordinary citizens. That belief was 
fueling progressive efforts across the world in the years that Americans 
have come to call the “progressive era.” •

UNDERSTAND, ANALYZE, AND EVALUATE

 1. What is social democracy? How does it differ from socialism?
 2. What progressive era reforms in American social and political 

life can be seen in other nations as well?
 3. Social democratic political parties continue to exist in many 

countries throughout the world. Why was the Progressive 
Party in the United States so short-lived?

ROBERT LA FOLLETTE CAMPAIGNING IN WISCONSIN After three terms as 
governor of Wisconsin, La Follette began a long career in the U.S. Senate in 1906, during which 
he worked uncompromisingly for advanced progressive reforms—so uncompromisingly, in fact, 
that he was often almost completely isolated. He titled a chapter of his autobiography “Alone in 
the Senate.” La Follette had a greater impact on his own state, whose politics he and his sons 
dominated for nearly forty years and where he was able to win passage of many reforms that 
the federal government resisted. (The Library of Congress (LC-DIG-ggbain-06406))
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Tom Johnson, the celebrated reform mayor of Cleveland, waged 
a long war against the powerful streetcar 
interests in his city, fighting to lower street-

car fares to 3 cents, and ultimately to impose municipal owner-
ship on certain basic utilities. After Johnson’s defeat and death, 
his talented aide Newton D. Baker won  election as mayor and 
helped maintain Cleveland’s reputation as the best-governed 
city in America. Hazen Pingree of Detroit, Samuel “Golden Rule” 
Jones of Toledo, and other mayors  effectively challenged local 
party bosses to bring the spirit of  reform into city government.

Statehouse Progressivism
The assault on boss rule in the cities did not, however, always 
produce results. Consequently, many progressives turned to 
state government as an agent for reform. They looked with 
particular scorn on state legislatures, whose ill-paid, undistin-
guished members, they believed, were generally incompetent, 
often corrupt, and totally controlled by party bosses. Reformers 

Tom Johnson

began looking for ways to circumvent the boss-controlled 
 legislatures by increasing the power of the electorate.

Two of the most important changes were innovations first 
proposed by Populists in the 1890s: the initiative and the 

 referendum. The initiative allowed reform-
ers to circumvent state legislatures by 
 submitting new legislation directly to the 

voters in general elections. The referendum provided a method 
by which actions of the legislature could be returned to the 
 electorate for approval. By 1918, more than twenty states had 
 enacted one or both of these reforms.

Similarly, the direct primary and the recall were efforts to 
limit the power of party and improve the quality of elected 

 officials. The primary election was an 
attempt to take the  selection of candidates 
away from the bosses and give it to the peo-
ple. (In the South, it was also an effort to 

limit black voting—since primary voting, many white southerners 
believed, would be easier to control than general elections.) The 

InITIaTIve and 
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dIRecT 
PRImaRy and 

Recall

ENORMOUS energy, enthusiasm, and organization drove the reform 
efforts in America in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries, much of it a result of social crises and political movements in the United States. But the “age 
of reform,” as some scholars have called it, was not just an American phenomenon. It was part of a 
wave of social experimentation that was occurring through much of the industrial world.

Several industrializing nations—the United States, Britain, Germany, and France—adopted the 
term “progressivism” for their efforts, but the term that most broadly defined the new reform energies 
was “social democracy.” Social democrats in many countries shared a belief in the betterment of 
society, not through religion or inherited ideology, but through the accumulation of knowledge. They 
favored improving the social condition of all people through economic reforms and government pro-
grams of social protection. And they believed that these changes could come through peaceful politi-
cal change, rather than through radicalism or revolution. Political parties committed to these goals 
emerged in several countries: the Labour Party in Britain, Social Democratic parties in various 
European nations, and the short-lived Progressive Party in the United States. Intellectuals, academics, 
and government officials across the world shared the knowledge they were accumulating and 
observed social programs. An important moment in the growth of social democracy were the many 
Paris expositions of 1889 and 1900. Their symbol was the famous Eiffel Tower, and their meaning 
for many progressives was the possibilities of progress through industrial innovation. Not only tour-
ists, but progressive experts as well, visited the Paris expositions; and they held meetings while they 
were there to share their visions of the future.

At the turn of the century, American reformers visited Germany, France, Britain, Belgium, and the 
Netherlands, observing the reforms in progress there, while European reformers visited the United 
States. Reformers from both the United States and Europe were also fascinated by the advanced social 
experiments in Australia and, especially, New Zealand—which the American reformer Henry Demarest 
Lloyd once called “the political brain of the modern world.” New Zealand’s dramatic experiments in fac-
tory regulation, woman suffrage, old-age pensions, progressive taxation, and labor arbitration gradually 
found counterparts in many other nations. William Allen White, a progressive journalist from Kansas, 
said of this time: “We were parts of one another, in the United States and Europe. Something was weld-
ing us into one social and economic whole with local political variations . . . [all] fighting a common cause.”

Social democracy—or, as it was sometimes called in 
the United States and elsewhere, social justice or the 
Social Gospel—was responsible for many public pro-
grams. Germany began a system of social insurance for 
its citizens in the 1880s while undertaking a massive 
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recall gave voters the right to remove a public official from 
 office at a special election, which could be called after a  sufficient 
number of citizens had signed a petition. By 1915, every state 
in the nation had instituted primary elections for at least some 
offices. The recall encountered more strenuous opposition, but 
a few states (such as California) adopted it as well.

Other reform measures attempted to clean up the legislatures 
themselves. Between 1903 and 1908, twelve states passed laws 
restricting lobbying by business interests in state legislatures. In 
those same years, twenty-two states banned campaign contribu-
tions by corporations, and twenty-four states forbade public offi-
cials to accept free passes from railroads. Many states also struggled 
successfully to create systems of workmen’s compensation for 
workers injured on the job. And starting in 1911, reformers suc-
cessfully created pensions for widows with dependent children.

Reform efforts proved most effective in states that ele-
vated vigorous and committed politicians to positions of 
leadership. In New York, Governor Charles Evans Hughes 
exploited progressive sentiment to create a commission to 

regulate public utilities. In California, Governor Hiram 
Johnson limited the political power of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad. In New Jersey, Woodrow Wilson, the Princeton 
University president elected governor in 1910, used execu-
tive leadership to win reforms designed to end New Jersey’s 
widely denounced position as the “mother of trusts.”

The most celebrated state-level reformer was Robert M. La 
Follette of Wisconsin. Elected governor in 1900, he helped 

turn his state into what reformers across the 
nation described as a “laboratory of progres-
sivism.” Under his leadership the Wisconsin 

progressives won approval of direct primaries, initiatives, and 
referendums. They regulated railroads and utilities. They passed 
laws to regulate the workplace and provide compensation for 
laborers injured on the job. They instituted graduated taxes on 
inherited fortunes, and they nearly doubled state levies on rail-
roads and other corporate interests. La Follette used his per-
sonal magnetism to widen public awareness of progressive 
goals. Reform was the responsibility not simply of politicians, 
he argued, but of newspapers, citizens’ groups, educational 
institutions, and business and professional organizations as well.

Parties and Interest Groups
The reformers did not, of course, eliminate parties from 
American political life. But they did contribute to a decline in 

party influence. Evidence of their impact 
came from, among other things, the  decline 
in voter turnout. In the late nineteenth 
century, up to 81 percent of eligible voters 

routinely turned out for national elections because of the 
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study of society that produced more than 140 volumes of “social inves-
tigation” of almost every aspect of the nation’s life. French reformers 
pressed in the 1890s for factory regulation, assistance to the elderly, 
and progressive taxation. Britain pioneered the settlement houses in 
working-class areas of London—a movement that soon spread to the 
United States as well—and, like the United States, witnessed growing 
challenges to the power of monopolies at both the local and national 
level.

In many countries, social democrats felt pressure from the rising 
worldwide labor movement and from the rise of socialist parties in 
many industrial countries. Strikes, sometimes violent, were common in 
France, Germany, Britain, and the United States in the late nineteenth 
century. The more militant workers became, the more unions grew. 
Social democrats did not always welcome the rise of militant labor 
movements, but they took them seriously and tried to use them to 
support their own reform efforts.

The politics of social democracy represented a great shift in the 
character of public life all over the industrial world. Instead of battles 
over the privileges of aristocrats or the power of monarchs, reformers 
now focused on the social problems of ordinary people and attempted 
to improve their lot. “The politics of the future are social politics,” the 
British reformer Joseph Chamberlain said in the 1880s, referring to 
efforts to deal with the problems of ordinary citizens. That belief was 
fueling progressive efforts across the world in the years that Americans 
have come to call the “progressive era.” •

UNDERSTAND, ANALYZE, AND EVALUATE

 1. What is social democracy? How does it differ from socialism?
 2. What progressive era reforms in American social and political 

life can be seen in other nations as well?
 3. Social democratic political parties continue to exist in many 

countries throughout the world. Why was the Progressive 
Party in the United States so short-lived?

ROBERT LA FOLLETTE CAMPAIGNING IN WISCONSIN After three terms as 
governor of Wisconsin, La Follette began a long career in the U.S. Senate in 1906, during which 
he worked uncompromisingly for advanced progressive reforms—so uncompromisingly, in fact, 
that he was often almost completely isolated. He titled a chapter of his autobiography “Alone in 
the Senate.” La Follette had a greater impact on his own state, whose politics he and his sons 
dominated for nearly forty years and where he was able to win passage of many reforms that 
the federal government resisted. (The Library of Congress (LC-DIG-ggbain-06406))
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CONSIDER THE SOURCEAP

A LEADER IN AMERICA’S CONSERVATION 

MOVEMENT, naturalist John Muir (1838–1914) was 

born in Scotland and grew up in Wisconsin. He went to California in 1868 and spent several years in the 

American West exploring the land and studying the trees, forests, and glaciers of the area before settling perma-

nently in California in 1880. He campaigned for the establishment of Yosemite National Park, a goal achieved in 

1890. Through his friendship with President Theodore Roosevelt, he persuaded the president to greatly increase 

the amount of protected public land. As a dedicated conservationist, Muir wrote articles attempting to rouse the 

public to the need to protect public lands. In addition to the public lands he helped protect and preserve, Muir 

created another lasting legacy—the Sierra Club, an organization that he co-founded and that is still thriving today.

The two source documents below are thus both connected to John Muir. The first is an excerpt from his 

book Our National Parks. The second is a reprinting of the Sierra Club’s current stated purposes and goals.

DEDICATED TO CONSERVING AMERICA

OUR NATIONAL PARKS—1901

From Chapter 1, “the Wild parks and Forest reservations  
oF the West,” by John muir

The tendency nowadays to wander in wildernesses is delightful to see. Thousands of tired, nerve-shaken, over-civilized peo-
ple are beginning to find out that going to the mountains is going home; that wildness is a necessity; and that mountain 
parks and reservations are useful not only as fountains of timber and irrigating rivers, but as fountains of life. Awakening from 
the stupefying effects of the vice of over-industry and the deadly apathy of luxury, they are trying as best they can to mix 
and enrich their own little ongoings with those of Nature, and to get rid of rust and disease. Briskly venturing and roaming, 
some are washing off sins and cobweb cares of the devil’s spinning in all-day storms on mountains; sauntering in rosiny pine-
woods or in gentian meadows, brushing through chaparral, bending down and parting sweet, flowery sprays; tracing rivers 
to their sources, getting in touch with the nerves of Mother Earth; jumping from rock to rock, feeling the life of them, learn-
ing the songs of them, panting in whole-souled exercise, and rejoicing in deep, long-drawn breaths of pure wildness. This is 
fine and natural and full of promise. So also is the growing interest in the care and preservation of forests and wild places in 
general, and in the half wild parks and gardens of towns. . . .

When, like a merchant taking a list of his goods, we take stock of our wildness, we are glad to see how much of even 
the most destructible kind is still unspoiled. Looking at our continent as scenery when it was all wild, lying between 
beautiful seas, the starry sky above it, the starry rocks beneath it, to compare its sides, the East and the West, would be 
like comparing the sides of a rainbow. But it is no longer equally beautiful. . . . [T]he continent’s outer beauty is fast pass-
ing away, especially the plant part of it, the most destructible and most universally charming of all.

Only thirty years ago, the great Central Valley of California, five hundred miles long and fifty miles wide, was one bed 
of golden and purple flowers. Now it is ploughed and pastured out of existence, gone forever,—scarce a memory of it left 
in fence corners and along the bluffs of the streams. . . . The same fate, sooner or later, is awaiting them all, unless awaken-
ing public opinion comes forward to stop it. . . .

The Grand Cañon Reserve of Arizona, of nearly two million acres, or the most interesting part of it, as well as the 
Rainier region, should be made into a national park, on account of their supreme grandeur and beauty. . . . No matter how 
far you have wandered hitherto, or how many famous gorges and valleys you have seen, this one, the Grand Cañon of the 
Colorado, will seem as novel to you, as unearthly in the color and grandeur and quantity of its architecture, as if you had 
found it after death, on some other star; so incomparably lovely and grand and supreme is it above all the other cañons in 
our fire-moulded, earthquake-shaken, rain-washed, wave-washed, river and glacier sculptured world. . . .

Source: Library of Congress, Materials from the General Collection and Rare Book and Special Collections Division of the Library of Congress.
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Sierra Club PurPoSeS and GoalS

The purposes of the Sierra Club are to explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places of the earth; to practice and promote 
the responsible use of the earth’s ecosystems and resources; to educate and enlist humanity to protect and restore the 
quality of the natural and human environment; and to use all lawful means to carry out these objectives.

Ideal Goals—for Environment and Society

•  To sustain natural life-support systems, avoid impairing them, and avoid irreversible damage to them.

•   To facilitate species survival; to maintain genetic diversity; to avoid hastened extinction of species; to protect prime 
natural habitat.

•   To establish and protect natural reserves, including representative natural areas, wilderness areas in each biome, displays 
of natural phenomena, and habitats for rare and endangered species.

•   To control human population growth and impacts; to limit human population numbers and habitat needs within 
Earth’s carrying capacity; to avoid needless human consumption of resources; to plan and control land use, with envi-
ronmental impact assessment and safeguards, and rehabilitation of damaged sites.

•   To learn more about the facts, interrelationships, and principles of the Earth’s ecosystems, and the place and impact of 
humans in them; to understand the consequences of human activities within the biosphere.

•   To develop responsible and appropriate technology matched to end-uses; to introduce sophisticated technology gradu-
ally after careful assessment and with precautionary monitoring.

•   To control pollution of the biosphere; to minimize waste residuals with special care of hazardous materials; to use the 
best available control technology at sources; and to recycle wastes.

•   To manage resources soundly; to avoid waste with long-term plans; to sustain the yield of living resources and maintain their 
productivity and breeding stocks; to prolong availability of nonliving resources such as fossil fuels, minerals, and water.

•   To impart a sense of social responsibility among consumers, developers, and public authorities concerning environmen-
tal protection; to regulate threats to public health; to avoid private degradation of public resources; to minimize 
impacts on innocent parties and future generations.

As the Sierra Club prepares for its second century, we offer to America and the world our vision of humanity living in 
harmony with nature. We dedicate ourselves to achieving this vision as we reaffirm our passionate commitment to 
explore, enjoy, and protect the Earth.

(From the Current Articles of Incorporation & Bylaws, June 20, 1981, updated July 13, 2006. Excerpted from, Sierra Club Goals Pamphlet, 
1985–1989. Reproduced from sierraclub.org with permission of the Sierra Club. ©2006 Sierra Club. All Rights Reserved.)

SIERRA CLUB—2006

 1. Which of the following groups would most agree with the excerpt from 
Our National Parks?

(A) Southern romantic aristocrats

(B) Western settlers in the 19th century

(C) Those who championed ideas of self-reliance and self-realization in 
the mid-19th century

(D) Protestant evangelists

 2. Which best describes how Muir’s argument in Our National Parks 
 reflects the economic and social history of the time? 

(A) Muir is responding to a sense of societal disorder due to develop-
ments of his time, such as rapid industrialization.

(B) Muir is responding to a sense of political injustice, due to the 
 relationship between government and big business at the time.

 TEST PRACTICE

Questions assume cumulative content knowledge from this  chapter and previous chapters.

AP

(C) Muir is responding to the social critiques of the power of 
 monopolies to do as they please.

(D) Muir is responding to the demands of farmers to increase arable 
lands through irrigation projects. 

 3. Which progressive value does the Sierra Club’s statement of purposes 
and goals best reflect?

(A) A strong belief in the ideal of spiritual self-improvement

(B) A strong belief in the role of government in regulating use of 
 environmental resources

(C) A strong belief in the role of purposeful human action in bettering a 
society

(D) A strong belief in social justice 
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CONSIDER THE SOURCEAP

A LEADER IN AMERICA’S CONSERVATION 

MOVEMENT, naturalist John Muir (1838–1914) was 

born in Scotland and grew up in Wisconsin. He went to California in 1868 and spent several years in the 

American West exploring the land and studying the trees, forests, and glaciers of the area before settling perma-

nently in California in 1880. He campaigned for the establishment of Yosemite National Park, a goal achieved in 

1890. Through his friendship with President Theodore Roosevelt, he persuaded the president to greatly increase 

the amount of protected public land. As a dedicated conservationist, Muir wrote articles attempting to rouse the 

public to the need to protect public lands. In addition to the public lands he helped protect and preserve, Muir 

created another lasting legacy—the Sierra Club, an organization that he co-founded and that is still thriving today.

The two source documents below are thus both connected to John Muir. The first is an excerpt from his 
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DEDICATED TO CONSERVING AMERICA

OUR NATIONAL PARKS—1901

From Chapter 1, “the Wild parks and Forest reservations  
oF the West,” by John muir
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the stupefying effects of the vice of over-industry and the deadly apathy of luxury, they are trying as best they can to mix 
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like comparing the sides of a rainbow. But it is no longer equally beautiful. . . . [T]he continent’s outer beauty is fast pass-
ing away, especially the plant part of it, the most destructible and most universally charming of all.

Only thirty years ago, the great Central Valley of California, five hundred miles long and fifty miles wide, was one bed 
of golden and purple flowers. Now it is ploughed and pastured out of existence, gone forever,—scarce a memory of it left 
in fence corners and along the bluffs of the streams. . . . The same fate, sooner or later, is awaiting them all, unless awaken-
ing public opinion comes forward to stop it. . . .

The Grand Cañon Reserve of Arizona, of nearly two million acres, or the most interesting part of it, as well as the 
Rainier region, should be made into a national park, on account of their supreme grandeur and beauty. . . . No matter how 
far you have wandered hitherto, or how many famous gorges and valleys you have seen, this one, the Grand Cañon of the 
Colorado, will seem as novel to you, as unearthly in the color and grandeur and quantity of its architecture, as if you had 
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Source: Library of Congress, Materials from the General Collection and Rare Book and Special Collections Division of the Library of Congress.
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Sierra Club PurPoSeS and GoalS

The purposes of the Sierra Club are to explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places of the earth; to practice and promote 
the responsible use of the earth’s ecosystems and resources; to educate and enlist humanity to protect and restore the 
quality of the natural and human environment; and to use all lawful means to carry out these objectives.

Ideal Goals—for Environment and Society

•  To sustain natural life-support systems, avoid impairing them, and avoid irreversible damage to them.

•   To facilitate species survival; to maintain genetic diversity; to avoid hastened extinction of species; to protect prime 
natural habitat.

•   To establish and protect natural reserves, including representative natural areas, wilderness areas in each biome, displays 
of natural phenomena, and habitats for rare and endangered species.

•   To control human population growth and impacts; to limit human population numbers and habitat needs within 
Earth’s carrying capacity; to avoid needless human consumption of resources; to plan and control land use, with envi-
ronmental impact assessment and safeguards, and rehabilitation of damaged sites.

•   To learn more about the facts, interrelationships, and principles of the Earth’s ecosystems, and the place and impact of 
humans in them; to understand the consequences of human activities within the biosphere.

•   To develop responsible and appropriate technology matched to end-uses; to introduce sophisticated technology gradu-
ally after careful assessment and with precautionary monitoring.

•   To control pollution of the biosphere; to minimize waste residuals with special care of hazardous materials; to use the 
best available control technology at sources; and to recycle wastes.

•   To manage resources soundly; to avoid waste with long-term plans; to sustain the yield of living resources and maintain their 
productivity and breeding stocks; to prolong availability of nonliving resources such as fossil fuels, minerals, and water.

•   To impart a sense of social responsibility among consumers, developers, and public authorities concerning environmen-
tal protection; to regulate threats to public health; to avoid private degradation of public resources; to minimize 
impacts on innocent parties and future generations.

As the Sierra Club prepares for its second century, we offer to America and the world our vision of humanity living in 
harmony with nature. We dedicate ourselves to achieving this vision as we reaffirm our passionate commitment to 
explore, enjoy, and protect the Earth.

(From the Current Articles of Incorporation & Bylaws, June 20, 1981, updated July 13, 2006. Excerpted from, Sierra Club Goals Pamphlet, 
1985–1989. Reproduced from sierraclub.org with permission of the Sierra Club. ©2006 Sierra Club. All Rights Reserved.)

SIERRA CLUB—2006

 1. Which of the following groups would most agree with the excerpt from 
Our National Parks?

(A) Southern romantic aristocrats

(B) Western settlers in the 19th century

(C) Those who championed ideas of self-reliance and self-realization in 
the mid-19th century

(D) Protestant evangelists

 2. Which best describes how Muir’s argument in Our National Parks 
 reflects the economic and social history of the time? 

(A) Muir is responding to a sense of societal disorder due to develop-
ments of his time, such as rapid industrialization.

(B) Muir is responding to a sense of political injustice, due to the 
 relationship between government and big business at the time.

 TEST PRACTICE

Questions assume cumulative content knowledge from this  chapter and previous chapters.

AP

(C) Muir is responding to the social critiques of the power of 
 monopolies to do as they please.

(D) Muir is responding to the demands of farmers to increase arable 
lands through irrigation projects. 

 3. Which progressive value does the Sierra Club’s statement of purposes 
and goals best reflect?

(A) A strong belief in the ideal of spiritual self-improvement

(B) A strong belief in the role of government in regulating use of 
 environmental resources

(C) A strong belief in the role of purposeful human action in bettering a 
society

(D) A strong belief in social justice 
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had begun to support a second flurry of reforms. In January 
1916, he appointed Louis Brandeis to the Supreme Court, 
making him not only the first Jew but also the most progres-
sive justice to serve there. Later, he supported a measure to 
make it easier for farmers to receive credit and one creating 
a system of workers’ compensation for federal employees.

Wilson was sponsoring measures that expanded the powers 
of the national government in important ways. In 1916, for 
example, he supported the Keating-Owen Act, the first federal 

law regulating child labor. The measure 
prohibited the shipment of goods  produced 
by underage children across state lines, 

thus giving an expanded importance to the constitutional 

Child-labor 
laws

clause assigning Congress the task of regulating interstate 
commerce. The president similarly supported measures that 
used federal taxing authority as a vehicle for legislating social 
change. After the Court struck down Keating-Owen, a  new 
law attempted to achieve the same goal by imposing a heavy 
tax on the products of child labor. (The Court later struck it 
down too.) And the Smith-Lever Act of 1914 demonstrated 
another way in which the federal government could influence 
local behavior; it offered matching federal grants to support 
agricultural extension education. Over time, these innovative 
uses of government overcame most of the constitutional 
 objections and became the foundation of a long-term growth 
in federal power over the economy.

 CONNECTING THEMES

Chapter 20 emphasized the goals, successes, and limitations of 
the progressive movement. Review the role of women in insti-
tuting social reforms and consider how their participation in 
progressive reform efforts broadened opportunities and to 
what degree ideas concerning the “cult of domesticity” were 
affected. Also, you should now be familiar with the role of 
muckrakers in promoting reform, as well as knowing about 
geographical divisions and the bases for support or emphasis 
on various types of reform. Chapter 20 discussed Theodore 
Roosevelt’s actions regarding corporate trusts and environ-
mental conservation. Also discussed was the unusual election 
of 1912 and the factors that led Woodrow Wilson to be 
elected president. Compare Wilson’s New Freedom program 
to Roosevelt’s New Nationalism program. Lastly, the chapter 
compared the respective views of Booker T. Washington and 
W.E.B. Du Bois on achieving racial equality. Think about how 
the progressive movement played a role in assisting certain 
minorities in their struggles for equal rights.

The following themes have heightened importance in 
Chapter 20. You should now be able to do the following for 
each listed theme:

American and National Identity: Explain the ways in 
which class consciousness was accentuated during the progres-
sive era and explain changes in the perception of gender roles.
Work, Exchange, and Technology: Explain the conse-
quences of economic hardship on both the domestic and inter-
national scenes. Also, be able to explain the changing view 
toward big business on the part of the federal government.
Politics and Power: Discuss the degree to which the  progressive 
movement was successful in making the government more 
responsible to the people at the national, state, and local levels.
Geography and the Environment: Describe the debate 
over conservation of resources versus preservation of resources.
Culture and Society: Explain how concepts about the legiti-
mate role of the federal government in looking out for the wel-
fare of its citizens changed during the progressive era.

**Additional note: You should be able to contrast the reform 
movements of the progressive era with those of the Jacksonian 
era. Additionally, in looking ahead, you should ultimately be 
able to compare and contrast the progressive era with other 
eras of reform such as the New Deal and the Great Society.

AP

 SUGGESTED STUDY

PEOPLE/PLACES/EVENTS  As you study these items, think about how they demonstrate or relate to key concepts and historical 
themes from this chapter and previous chapters.

aliCe Paul 560
“bad TrusTs” 570
“bull Moose” ParTy 579
elizabeTh Cady sTanTon 559
eugene debs 568
eugeniCs 568
FaTher John ryan 553
Federal reserve aCT 579
giFFord PinChoT 574
“good TrusTs” 570
heTCh heTChy 575
hull house 553

ida Tarbell 553
inTersTaTe CoMMerCe aCT 574
iww (“wobblies”) 569
Jane addaMs 553
linColn sTeFFens 553
louis brandeis 570
MuCkrakers 552
MuniCiPal reForMs 561
naaCP 566
naTional aMeriCan woMan 

suFFrage assoCiaTion 
(nawsa) 559

new FreedoM 579
newlands aCT 575
new naTionalisM 578
PaniC oF 1907 576
ProFessional assoCiaTions 555
ProhibiTion 567
Pure Food and drug aCT 574
reFerenduM 562
roberT la FolleTTe 563
seTTleMenT houses 553
sierra Club 575
soCial gosPel 553

AP
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elected president. Compare Wilson’s New Freedom program 
to Roosevelt’s New Nationalism program. Lastly, the chapter 
compared the respective views of Booker T. Washington and 
W.E.B. Du Bois on achieving racial equality. Think about how 
the progressive movement played a role in assisting certain 
minorities in their struggles for equal rights.

The following themes have heightened importance in 
Chapter 20. You should now be able to do the following for 
each listed theme:

American and National Identity: Explain the ways in 
which class consciousness was accentuated during the progres-
sive era and explain changes in the perception of gender roles.
Work, Exchange, and Technology: Explain the conse-
quences of economic hardship on both the domestic and inter-
national scenes. Also, be able to explain the changing view 
toward big business on the part of the federal government.
Politics and Power: Discuss the degree to which the  progressive 
movement was successful in making the government more 
responsible to the people at the national, state, and local levels.
Geography and the Environment: Describe the debate 
over conservation of resources versus preservation of resources.
Culture and Society: Explain how concepts about the legiti-
mate role of the federal government in looking out for the wel-
fare of its citizens changed during the progressive era.

**Additional note: You should be able to contrast the reform 
movements of the progressive era with those of the Jacksonian 
era. Additionally, in looking ahead, you should ultimately be 
able to compare and contrast the progressive era with other 
eras of reform such as the New Deal and the Great Society.

AP

 SUGGESTED STUDY

PEOPLE/PLACES/EVENTS  As you study these items, think about how they demonstrate or relate to key concepts and historical 
themes from this chapter and previous chapters.

aliCe Paul 560
“bad TrusTs” 570
“bull Moose” ParTy 579
elizabeTh Cady sTanTon 559
eugene debs 568
eugeniCs 568
FaTher John ryan 553
Federal reserve aCT 579
giFFord PinChoT 574
“good TrusTs” 570
heTCh heTChy 575
hull house 553

ida Tarbell 553
inTersTaTe CoMMerCe aCT 574
iww (“wobblies”) 569
Jane addaMs 553
linColn sTeFFens 553
louis brandeis 570
MuCkrakers 552
MuniCiPal reForMs 561
naaCP 566
naTional aMeriCan woMan 

suFFrage assoCiaTion 
(nawsa) 559

new FreedoM 579
newlands aCT 575
new naTionalisM 578
PaniC oF 1907 576
ProFessional assoCiaTions 555
ProhibiTion 567
Pure Food and drug aCT 574
reFerenduM 562
roberT la FolleTTe 563
seTTleMenT houses 553
sierra Club 575
soCial gosPel 553
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Each chapter closes with  
Connecting Themes which 
summarizes the major AP 
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close connection with the  
AP Themes' overarching  
questions. 

People, places and events in 
the AP Suggested Study section 
can be used as evidence to 
support student answers to the 
Short Answer and Long Essay 
questions. 

http://mheonline.com/advancedplacement


13

mheonline.com/advancedplacement

582 • CHAPTER 20

 TEST PRACTICE

Questions assume cumulative content knowledge from this chapter and previous chapters.

MULTIPLE CHOICE  Use the photograph on page 555 and 
your knowledge of U.S. history to answer questions 1–2.

 1. The subject matter of the photograph most reflects which 
progressive belief?

(A) The progressive belief in participation in municipal 
government

(B) The progressive belief in the “natural laws” of the 
 marketplace

(C) The progressive belief in individual accomplishment 
and professionalism

(D) The progressive belief in the influence of the environ-
ment on human individual development

 2. During which earlier period in American history was there 
a similar concern for social welfare for the underprivileged 
of different ethnic backgrounds?

(A) 17th century Puritan New England

(B) 18th century Enlightenment period

(C) Post Second Great Awakening secular movements

(D) Post-Civil War western towns

SHORT ANSWER  Use your knowledge of U.S. history to 
 answer questions 3–6.

 3. Answer a, b, and c.

a) Briefly explain ONE example of a variety of progressive 
reform.

b) Briefly explain a SECOND example of a variety of 
 progressive reform.

c) Briefly explain ONE example of a commonality in 
 philosophy, motives, or goals between the varieties of 
movement you identified above.

 4. Answer a, b, and c.

a) For ONE of the groups below, identify a political, social, 
or economic issue it tackled in the progressive era.

 • Labor

 • Political Parties

 • African Americans

b) Briefly explain ONE example of a success or advance-
ment the group achieved regarding the issue.

c) Briefly explain ONE development that would support an 
argument that the success or advancement was limited.

 5. Answer a, b, and c.

a) For ONE of the areas below, briefly explain its 
 influence on progressive ideals.

 • Enlightenment

 • Second Great Awakening

 • Early 19th-century Romanticism

b) Provide ONE example of an event or development to 
 support your explanation.

c) Briefly explain why ONE of the other options is not  
as useful to explaining influences leading to the 
 development of progressivism at the turn of the  
20th century.

 6. Use the political cartoon on page 554 to answer a, b, 
and c.

a) Briefly explain the opinion expressed by the artist about 
ONE of the following:

 • Monopolies

 • Senators

 • Public opinion

b) Briefly explain ONE development from 1889 to 1910 
that might give some validity to its claim.

c) Briefly explain ONE way in which this political issue 
was reformed between 1889 and 1910.

LONG ESSAY  For each question below, develop a thoughtful 
and thorough historical argument that answers the question. 
Begin your essay with a thesis statement and support it with 
relevant historical evidence.

 7. Evaluate the extent to which the reform movements of 
the progressive era of the early 20th century were a con-
tinuation as well as a departure from the reform move-
ments of the 1820s and 1830s in regard to their 
philosophies, goals, and motivations.

 8. Some historians have argued that the progressive era was  
a turning point in the women’s rights movement. Support, 
modify, or refute this interpretation, providing specific 
 evidence to justify your answer. 

AP
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THe “new woman” 556
THorSTein Veblen 554

Triangle SHirTwaiST company 
fire 564

w.e.b. Du boiS 566
weSTern progreSSiVeS 565

women’S cHriSTian Temperance 
union 567

woman’S club moVemenT 558
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AP UPDATED Test Banks 

The NEW AP test banks for the redesigned 
United States History Exam are of 
unparalleled quality. Matching not only 
the style, but the rigor of the questions on 
the new AP United States History Exam, 
the test banks feature stimulus-based 
multiple choice, new-style short answer, 
and document-based questions for each of 
the six historical time periods. In addition, 
the long essay test bank features pairs of 
essay questions from different time periods 
for students to answer, just like on the AP 
Exam.  

All new questions are correlated to at least 
one historical thinking skill, key concept, 
and thematic learning objective. The test 
banks are available in digital and PDF format 
in Connect®.

Power of Process
Power of Process is a NEW assignment type 
in Connect® that helps students analyze 
and interpret primary and secondary 
sources. Students are asked to read and 
respond to the following pieces of historical 
information:

 : Primary source texts
 : Primary source images (historical 

paintings, photographs, cartoons, 
posters, etc.)

 : Historical arguments (secondary works 
by prominent historians)

 : Maps and data (graphs, charts, tables, 
etc.)

Resources for the  
Redesigned Course
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Succeed with SCOREboard™

SCOREboard uses a series of adaptive study sessions 
that review student content knowledge and identify 
gaps in student learning. As learning research shows, 
students overcome these gaps best when immediate 
instructional support is given. Therefore, SCOREboard 
provides learning resources as instructional support 
reteaching and clarifying these difficult concepts at 
point of need. The adaptive engine makes note of 
the topics and concepts that challenge students and 
gives further practice to ensure mastery. After their 
content review, students work through 4 complete AP 
Practice Exams.

SCOREboard has many unique features to prepare 
students in the weeks and months leading up to the 
AP Exam. 

 : Students can track their progress and set short-
term goals as they go.

 : SCOREboard provides both students and teachers 
with multiple reports including student progress, 
performance summary, metacognitive skills, most 
challenging learning objectives, and more. 

 : SCOREboard empowers students to work at their 
own pace and adjust their study schedules at any 
time.

™

for AP® U.S. HISTORY

Adaptive learning makes SCOREboard the most valuable  
AP Exam preparation solution available.
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Actions speak louder than words. We prove our commitment to you 
and your students with:

• Intensive behind-the-scenes technology training

• Program implementation training

• Ongoing support and troubleshooting

For more information contact your Specialist or visit  
mheonline.com/advancedplacement

Melinda Routson
melinda.routson@mheducation.com
614-430-4713

Andrew Forsbach
andrew.forsbach@mheducation.com
614-430-4730

Jeanette Fougeron
jeanette.fougeron@mheducation.com
480-244-7826

Jason Hillyer
jason.hillyer@mheducation.com
877-654-3393

Tina Clark
tina.clark@mheducation.com
501-517-0484

Alyson Tranquill
alyson.tranquill@mheducation.com
724-825-8420
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Contact Your Specialist

To view our full line of products visit mheducation.com/prek-12

AP®, Advanced Placement®, and Advanced Placement Program® are trademarks registered by the College Board, which was not involved in the  
production of, and does not endorse, these products.
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