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Review online at 

mhecalifornia.com

  Access all of your student and teacher resources

  View eBooks of the print student materials 

  Manage your resources anytime from anywhere

  Plan your classes, teach, and differentiate instruction 
with ready-to-go lesson plans to save time or easily 
customize

  Create your own lesson, tests, and assignments

  Locate resources at point-of-use in the chapter  
and lesson

  Enrich student learning with interactive media, 
videos, worksheets, and projects easily found in the 
Resource library

  Upload your own favorite resources, with Google 
Drive integration available

IMPACT: California Social Studies Online is a 
One-Stop Center for All Your Social Studies 
Instructional Resources.
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Worksheets, Activities, and Projects

  Access Background Knowledge

  Vocabulary Building

  Reading and Study Skills

  Foldables™

  Graphic Organizers

  Primary and Secondary Source Analysis

  Simulations

  Hands-On Chapter Projects

  Digital Projects

  Inquiry Projects

  Graphic Novels

  Chapter Summaries

  Guided Reading Activities

  Visual Literacy Activities

  Biographies

  Geography, Economics, and History Activities

Interactive Resources

  Approaching Level Reader Tool

  Interactive Maps

  Interactive Graphic Organizers

  Interactive Timelines

  Dynamic Infographics/Images

  Games

  Lesson Videos

  Primary Sources

  Current Events Sites

Games

Teach with Impact

IMPACT: California Social Studies Online is packed with activities to meet the needs of your students. 
Resources are designed to ignite students’ curiosity, spark active learning, and demonstrate relevancy to 
today. Print options are available to support offline access.

Interactive Images

Interactive Maps

Lesson Videos
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Effectively Manage Your Classroom

IMPACT: California Social Studies Online offers a variety of digital resources  
to help you effectively manage, teach, and assess.

Managing and Planning:

  Interactive Correlations Review Tool

  Ready-to-Go, Customizable Lesson Plans

  Upload Personal Resources

  Google Drive integration

  Professional Development Video Library

  Point-of-Use Teaching Notes

  Calendar

  Gradebook

  Reports

  Message Center

Teaching and Presenting:

  Resource Library

  Worksheets, Activities, Projects

  Language Learners Teaching Guide PDF

  Assignment Generator

  Presentation Builder and Player

  Interactive Whiteboard Activities

  Lesson Videos

Assessing and Reporting:

  Pre-built chapter tests and lesson quizzes that  
can be easily customized

  Easy-to-use assessment generator to create  
your own tests and quizzes

  A variety of tech-enhanced question types  
modeled after SBAC

  Automatic reporting 

  Test-taking tips

  Printable Chapter Tests and Lesson Quizzes

  Rubrics for project-based activities

Online Lesson

Resource Library

Assessment Generator
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Pinpoint Individual Learning Needs

Language Learners Teaching Guide

Available online as a printable PDF, the guide is aligned 
to the core curriculum and provides differentiation to 
support the needs of English learners.

  Additional language development lessons

  Spanish cognates

  Sentence builders

  Guidance on activating prior knowledge

  Content and academic vocabulary building

Approaching Level Reader Tool

The Approaching Level Reader supports differentiation 
by providing content that is two levels below On-Level. 
You can choose to assign this content to all or select 
students. This tool helps students access complex text 
to better understand and connect to the social studies 
content, while building confidence in their reading skills. 

LearnSmart® with Smartbook® 

A proven, adaptive learning program, LearnSmart 
individualizes instruction to help students study  
more efficiently and retain more knowledge.

  Pinpoints where students are excelling or where 
more support is needed.
  Supports reading comprehension by highlighting the 
most critical content a student needs to learn.
  Provides practice and review to improve long-term 
content retention.
  Includes detailed reports on individual and  
class progress.

LEVELED SUPPORT
 EMERGING  Encourage 
students to participate with 
phrases.

 EXPANDING  Support 
students in producing 
complete sentences.

 BRIDGING  Have 
students participate with 
more complex sentences.

Provide contexts for discussing the words with students.

What are the features of your cell phone? Which school subjects are the most 
practical? How many states does the United States comprise? Can robots perform 
any jobs better than people?

Have students write down their response to one of the questions and share it.

feature noun important, usual, or interesting part of 
something

patriarchal adjective useful

comprise verb consist of specific parts

perform verb do a job or piece of work

Word Part of Speech Definition

Explain the words in context by reading the following phrases from the text.

made offerings in temples

in this patriarchal society

participate in public affairs

do their civic duty

Academic Vocabulary Introduce academic words found in the lesson. Explain 
that these words are important to know across all subject matters.

offering noun something a person gives a god

patriarchal adjective controlled or ruled by men

public affairs noun political events that affect everybody

civic adjective related to the city or people who live there

DefinitionPart of SpeechWord

Introduce the Lesson
Build Background Preview the lesson with students, discussing with them the 
lesson title, passage titles, subtitles, and other text features. Offer vocabulary support 
as needed.

Content Vocabulary Preview with students key content words from the lesson.

SPANISH COGNATES
patriarcal

cívico

práctico

LANGUAGE OBJECTIVES

•	 Explore the meanings of key content and academic words.
•	 Identify steps in a process.
•	 Understand and use comparative adjectives with more, -er, less, and as . . . as.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

What makes a culture 
unique?

The Roman Way 
of Life

STUDENT EDITION, pages 362–370

CULTIVATE MEANING and SUPPORT LANGUAGELESSON 1

Program: LLTG Component:  Teacher Guide

PDF Pass
Vendor: SPi-Global Grade: 6-8

116 Chapter 10
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Language Learners Teaching Guide

LearnSmart

Approaching Level Reader Tool
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DIGITAL RESOURCES SAMPLER
GRADE 12 - PRINCIPLES OF AMERICAN            
DEMOCRACY
Chapter 1:  Foundations of Government

In this sampler, you will find examples of resources, projects, and worksheets 
available online for the selected chapter.  Be sure to go online to review all the 
resources available.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Unit Level Resources .......................................................................6

Chapter Level Resources .............................................................. 13

Lesson Level Resources ................................................................28

Chapter Tests and Lesson Quizzes ................................................38

Spanish Resources ........................................................................52
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DIGITAL RESOURCES SAMPLER
GRADE 12 - PRINCIPLES OF AMERICAN      
DEMOCRACY

UNIT LEVEL RESOURCES
• Decision Making Activity

• Citizenship Activity

• Simulation
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NAME DATE CLASS

Decision-Making Activity 
Foundations of American Government

1

Electing the President
Identifying the Situation
In the spring of 1787, delegates from the states met in Philadelphia to design a new government 
for  the United States. The meeting was called the Constitutional Convention. Many decisions had 
to be made by the delegates—strengthening the national government was of primary concern. 
The delegates agreed that the national government should be divided among legislative, 
executive, and judicial branches. Along the way to this decision, many compromises had to be 
made. The delegates debated several different ideas such as the Virginia Plan and the New 
Jersey Plan. The ultimate decision came from the Connecticut Compromise.

After the structure of the national government was settled, the question of how to elect the 
president was raised. Options submitted included having the president elected directly by the 
people, elected by Congress, or elected by state legislatures. Each of these options was 
discussed and ultimately rejected. The final solution—the Electoral College—was settled on as a 
compromise. The Electoral College, which allows voters from each state to select electors to 
choose the president, is still the way the president is elected today.

Imagine that the compromise of the Electoral College had not been reached and that one of the 
other options for how to elect the president has to be chosen by the delegates. Imagine that you 
are a delegate from your state. You have been assigned by your state committee to determine 
the best solution from the three available options. Follow the steps to arrive at what you 
consider to be the best of the options available.

Step 1:  Gather  Information
Use the information presented here and in your student edition to gather information about 
electing the president. If you need more information, please conduct outside research on the 
Internet or at your library.

Summarize what you learned.
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NAME DATE CLASS

Decision-Making Activity cont.
Foundations of American Government 

2

Step 2: Decision Tree

Identify Options and Predict Consequences
Use the decision tree to identify two or three possible alternatives. Then predict the possible positive and 
negative consequences of each.

Step 3: Take Action
Now that you have identified three options and predicted the positive and negative consequences of each, 
which option would you choose? Explain your choice. How could you advocate for the option you chose?

Impact_DRS_Gr12Gov.indd   8 6/30/2017   8:38:01 AM
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NAME DATE CLASS

Citizenship Activity
Foundations of American Government

1

Introduction to Citizenship
The status of citizenship in the United States allows us certain rights and privileges. Many of these rights 
are included in the Bill of Rights in the Constitution. These rights were considered to be so important that 
the ratification of the Constitution depended on the Bill of Rights being included. Some of our rights and 
privileges set forth in the Bill of Rights are the freedom to express ourselves, the freedom to worship as we 
wish, and the right to a speedy trial. Other rights and privileges of citizenship include the right to run for an 
elected office, the right to vote, and the right to apply for government jobs that require U.S. citizenship. A 
U.S. citizen can also apply for a United States passport to travel to other countries.

With citizenship come responsibilities such as respecting and obeying the laws of the land—federal, state, 
and local laws. Citizens are also expected to stay informed about issues that affect the nation and issues 
that affect state and local communities. Citizens are also expected to participate in the democratic process 
by voting and making their needs and desires known in lawful ways. With citizenship also come the 
requirements of paying taxes, serving on juries, and serving in the armed forces if necessary.

Why It Is Important

Non-citizens of the United States do not necessarily have the same rights as citizens. For example, 
imagine that you are stopped for violation of a local traffic law that you and others feel is unfair. As a 
citizen of the United States, you have the right to try to get the law changed. As a non-citizen, you would 
not have that right and would have to rely on others who are citizens to get the law changed. Taking the 
steps necessary and becoming a citizen of the United States provides all of the rights and responsibilities 
granted in the Constitution and elsewhere.

Cooperative Learning Activity

In this activity, you will work with a group to:

• Learn who can become a U.S. citizen.
• Determine how U.S. citizenship is obtained.
• Create a brochure or information booklet that explains the process.

Step 1: Develop Questions and Plan Your Inquiry
Work with your group to develop a list of questions you will need to answer to complete your brochure or 
booklet. 
You might list questions such as:

• Who can become a U.S. citizen?
• How is U.S. citizenship obtained?
• Where can I find this information?
• What sources (books, periodicals, websites) would provide the most reliable information?
• How can this information best be presented?

Step 2: Gather Relevant Information
Assign group members to research answers to the questions on your list. Each group member should 
consult different sources. For example, some members can do online research while others conduct 
library research. Be aware that not all information found will be relevant to the task of developing an 
information brochure or booklet about U.S. citizenship.
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NAME DATE CLASS

Citizenship Activity cont.

Foundations of American Government

2

Step 3: Evaluate Sources and Use Evidence
Compare information collected by group members. Determine which information is corroborated by 
multiple sources and which sources provided the most valid information.

Examine the credibility of a source by determining who provided the information. For example, websites 
that have .gov URLs contain information presented by the government. Citizenship information found on
ov sites should be reliable. Use the corroborated evidence to design and develop an information brochure 
or booklet that explains who can become a U.S. citizen and how to obtain citizenship.

Step 4: Communicate Conclusions and Take Informed Action
Work with your group to design and create a brochure or booklet that contains the information 
gathered on who can become a U.S. citizen and how to obtain citizenship. Design the brochure to be 
inviting and interesting for the reader. Use graphic software to create the brochure (if graphic
software is not available, use the information your group collected to create a handcrafted brochure). 
If there is a community of immigrants in your area, ask permission to print copies of the brochure and 
take them to a community center or place of worship in the area. To take this activity a step further, 
you might have the brochure translated into the language of the immigrants in your area and then 
provide copies to be distributed to them.

Reflection Questions
1. Identifying What was the source of the most reliable information?

2. Evaluating How useful do you think your final product will be to immigrants or others? Explain 
your answer.

3. Analyzing What might you do differently if asked to work with a group to complete a similar project?
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NAME DATE CLASS

Simulation
Foundations of American Government

1

Establishing a Government

Overview
The founders of the United States government had a lot to consider when they were forming the 
government. What type of government would be best and how would the government be structured? An 
authoritarian government such as a monarchy could be considered versus a representative government. A 
constitution should be put into place to outline the goals of the government. A model economy should also 
be considered. Will there be a free-enterprise system or will the economy be tightly controlled by the 
government? With many representatives to contribute opinions on the topic, establishing a government can 
be a difficult task.

In this activity, students will work together to form a mock decision-making trial to establish a government. 
The type of government will be debated, decided upon, and planned by the members of the team.

Materials and Props
• notebook for taking notes
• text from the unit

Rules of the Mock Government

Step 1:  Assign  Groups/Roles
Divide the class into two randomly chosen groups. Each group should be in charge of forming a different 
type of government. One group should form a representative government, while the other group forms a 
monarchy. If the class is too large for each of the two groups to work together effectively, divide the class 
into four groups, with two groups forming a monarchy and two forming a representative government.

Each group should have a leader and/or note keeper to organize the group and keep them focused on the 
task. Each group is going to decide what is needed to form the type of government they have been 
assigned, and they will write details about how that government should be formed. Each student should 
contribute to the decision-making process and help research what is needed to form the government. Each 
group will make a presentation to the class about their government and what is needed to form it.

Step 2: Provide Context

Students should use their texts to establish what roles are needed to establish the type of government 
they have been assigned. They should discuss the benefits and limitations of their type of government 
and decide what documents will be needed to establish their government and make its duties clear to its 
citizens and to foreign neighbors. Students establishing a monarchy should decide what the rulers’ 
powers are and how these powers are established and passed on. Students establishing a representative 
government should make similar decisions when forming their government. Give students from both 
groups the following checklist to help them make sure they have covered the major considerations:

• How can your type of government be defined?
• How does your government choose its leaders?
• What kind of economy does your government have?
• What documents does your government have to state its purpose?
• What are the benefits and drawbacks to your type of government?
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NAME DATE CLASS

Simulation cont.
Foundations of American Government

2

Step 3: Role Play
Students should spend about twenty minutes discussing their assigned government and role-playing how 
it should be formed. As students prepare for their oral presentation to the class, they should write down 
the major points they will discuss and present, and be prepared to answer questions or defend ideas 
presented by the opposing group. If students have time, ask them to draft a document that states their 
government’s purpose, such as a constitution.

To prepare for the presentation, one student should be assigned the role of the spokesperson for the 
group. That student should be prepared to describe the type of government being formed and why that 
government would be beneficial to its citizens. Other group members should be assigned different parts 
of the presentation so that most or all students are given a chance to speak.

Step 4: Wrap Up
After students have given their presentations, have a class discussion about the differences between the
two forms of government. Some discussion topics include:

• Which type of government allows more participation by its citizens? Why?
• How would each type of government interact with the other governments on the world stage?
• Do you think there is a need for different types of governments around the world, or is type of 

government simply a choice made by world leaders?

Rubric
Explain that students’ role-plays and presentations will be assessed based on these factors:

S The role-play and presentation are excellent. The group clearly demonstrates an understanding of the 
type of government they are forming in their mock meeting, and they have explained the ideas thoroughly 
to the class, including any leadership issues and documentation to state their purpose as a governing 
body.

T The role-play and presentation are very good. The role-play is cooperative and productive in terms of 
deciding on the needs of the government as it forms, including leadership and documentation of the 
governing body. Presentations are informative and students are prepared for questions from the class.

U The role-play and presentation are generally as good as those receiving a rating of T, but are uneven 
and less developed in some aspects.

V The role-play and presentation are generally similar to those receiving a rating of W, except that one or 
two areas are better developed.

W The role-play and presentation do not convey a clear purpose or understanding of the formation of a 
government. It is not clear that the students understand the core content related to this project.

X The role-play and presentation are very poorly done.
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DIGITAL RESOURCES SAMPLER
GRADE 12 - PRINCIPLES OF AMERICAN      
DEMOCRACY

CHAPTER LEVEL RESOURCES
• Background Knowledge Activity

• Hands-On Chapter Project

• EdTech Teacher Technology Extension

• Vocabulary Activity

• Historical Documents and Speeches

• Reteaching Activity

• Enrichment Activity

• Chapter Summary
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NAME   DATE   CLASS   

1

Assessing Background Knowledge
Foundations of Government
Directions: Show your opinion of each of the following statements by filling in the circle that 
corresponds to how strongly you agree or disagree.

1. An important purpose of the government is to keep people safe.

a. Strongly agree

b. Agree

c. Disagree

d. Strongly disagree

2. The United States has an authoritarian form of government in which individuals must follow 
rules over which they have little control.

a. Strongly agree

b. Agree

c. Disagree

d. Strongly disagree

3. In the United States, power is divided between the federal government and state governments.

a. Strongly agree

b. Agree

c. Disagree

d. Strongly disagree

4. The United States Constitution establishes the rules that the federal government must follow.

a. Strongly agree

b. Agree

c. Disagree

d. Strongly disagree

5. The United States has a free market economic system in which the federal government places no 
restrictions on either buyers or sellers.

a. Strongly agree

b. Agree

c. Disagree

d. Strongly disagree
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NAME DATE CLASS
 

Hands-On Chapter Project
 

Foundations of Government
 

1 

Simulating Different Types of Government
Step 1: Orientation
Directions Explain that students will work in groups to simulate several different types of government. 
Point out that the project will help students better understand information relevant to the Essential 
Question: What principles guide different types of government?

Discussing Lead the class in a discussion that reviews the different types of government presented in this 
chapter. Encourage students to discuss some of the principles behind each type. Also discuss the 
economic systems that are typically associated with each one; for example, a communist country would 
have a command economy.

Step 2: Creating the Buildings
Directions Organize students into four groups. Explain that they will be visiting four different workstations. 
At each workstation, members of the group will work together to try to create a strong and beautiful 
building in a limited time period. How they approach their work will change based on the roles described 
on cards at each workstation. The groups will rotate until each group has been to all of the workstations. 
One person in each group should be assigned the role of “reporter.” The reporter should take notes about 
how the group interacts to create each building. The reporter should note how the group determines its 
leaders and any difficulties or conflicts that occur during the building process. When the group has 
completed each building, a designated person should take a photo of it.

Materials There should be four workstations, each with building materials such as building blocks or craft 
sticks and glue. One of the following “role cards” should be placed at each workstation. A role should be 
assigned to each person in the group.

Table A This group has two students with the same ideas which they strongly express to the rest of the 
group. They refuse to let others explain their ideas. The two dominating students insist that the group 
vote on their ideas. Regardless of the vote, they work together to assume control.

Table B One student should take control of the building materials and design ignoring what the others 
think. The remaining students are either fine with that arrangement, think they have better ideas, or 
they do not really care. Some students may be forced to do the work against their will.

Table C Everyone in the group should have an equal say in the design and construction of the building. 
Everyone must vote, and the majority rules. All decisions must be voted upon or no progress can be made 
on the building. Some students should express a disinterest in the activity and encourage those who are 
passionate about their ideas to take over the entire project.

Table D Two or three people in the group should take control on the basis of their superior knowledge and 
experience. They do not let others give any input to the design but expect them to do the work. A few 
students hope that if they do what the powerful people demand, they might get more power.
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NAME DATE CLASS

Hands-On Chapter Project  cont.
Foundations of Government

 

2 

Step 3: Developing a Slide Show
Directions Tell students that they will work in their groups to create a slide show in which they will share 
with the class what they have learned. Tell students the slide show should:

• describe the characteristics of government that were demonstrated at each of the workstations.

• analyze any advantages and disadvantages that the group noted for each type of government.

• contain images of the four buildings they created and compare their characteristics and the way they 
were constructed.

Organizing Have students work together to create a chart that assigns the tasks involved in developing 
their slide show to each group member. For example, students may wish to have each group member 
work together to develop a single slide. Permit students time in class to work on their slide show.

Materials
• One or more computers with presentation software

• Notes that the “reporter” took while the group was at each workstation

Assessing Explain that the slide shows will be assessed based on these factors:

S The slide show is excellent. It provides insights to the type of government used at each workstation and 
notes any advantages or disadvantages of that type of government based on how group members 
interacted to create their building. The slide show demonstrates that the students thoughtfully and 
thoroughly analyzed how the activities are related to types of government. The entire slide show is 
compelling and is exceptionally well organized.

T The slide show conveys a clear purpose and a full understanding of relevant issues and concepts. It 
demonstrates that the students thoughtfully and thoroughly analyzed how the activities are related to 
types of government. The slide show is accurate, interesting, and relevant and is also well organized.

U The slide show is generally as good as those receiving a rating of T, but it is uneven and less developed 
in some aspects.

V The slide show is generally similar to those receiving a rating of W, except that one or two areas are 
better developed.

W The slide show does not convey a clear purpose or understanding of the concepts being explored.
Elements of the slide show are inaccurate or missing.

X The slide show is very weak.
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NAME DATE CLASS

Hands-On Chapter Project  cont.
 
Foundations of Government

 

3 

Step 4: Wrap-Up
Directions Have each group present its slide show to the class. Encourage the rest of the class to discuss 
the presentations, compare, and rate them.

Making Connections  Encourage students to reflect upon what they learned in this activity and relate 
their experience to the chapter’s Essential Questions by asking the following:

1. What are the purposes of governments?

2. What type of government was represented at each workstation? Did some workstations represent 
more than one type?

3. What principles may you assume are behind each type of government?

4. What can you infer about the relationship between the types of government and their 
economic systems?

5. At which workstation did your group build the strongest and most beautiful structure?

6. Which of your structures was built most efficiently?

7. At which workstation did your group function best? Why?

8. What inferences about government did you learn from this activity?
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4

Technology Extension: Simulated Discussions of Types of Government with 
Online Speaking  Avatars

When students have the opportunity to participate in class discussions, they are able to grasp different 
perspectives of various topics, as well as challenge each other to pursue new ways of thinking. Inviting 
students to discuss new topics, such as types of government, also allows them to evaluate the content 
and develop informed opinions about the content. This allows for further connections with the material.

Online speaking avatars provide students with a different format for class discussions. Because they are 
based on the concept of creating characters that verbalize text the user submits, avatars serve to provide 
students with an accessible method with which to voice their ideas in a non-threatening environment. 
Students who normally do not perform well in front of an audience can present through their character 
avatars and thus learn how to effectively present material without being distracted by nervousness or 
anxiety about public speaking. In this EdTechTeacher Learning Technology Extension, we will provide you 
with resources that will help you learn how to use online speaking avatars so that your students can 
publish their discussions online.

Creating Online Speaking Avatars

There are several websites and programs that allow K-12 teachers and students to create online 
speaking avatars. To learn more about creating online speaking avatars, visit the Speaking Avatars
page at EdTechTeacher’s Teaching History with Technology website: 
http://thwt.org/multimedia/avatars/. On this page, you will find an overview of using speaking 
avatars, an instructional slideshow, and links to speaking avatar programs.

Because creating online speaking avatars can be done for free, create a test avatar and explore the 
features and platforms before you share them with your students.

Creating Simulated Discussions with Online Speaking Avatars

To begin, divide students into small groups of three or four students. Explain to them that they will be 
creating a simulated discussion between avatars on the advantages and disadvantages of each type of 
government that has been studied in class. Before students create their online speaking avatars, you 
should first show them the platform you have chosen to work with and allow time for students to explore 
the options available. Additionally, students will need to plan what their avatars will say before actually 
creating them.

To help students plan their discussions, have them begin by creating a chart that lists the advantages and 
disadvantages of each type of government. Encourage students to list at least five advantages and five 
disadvantages. When they have completed their charts, have students discuss their responses in groups 
and highlight points that are agreed upon or particularly poignant.

Next, have students write a script for a simulated discussion in which characters (avatars) discuss the 
various advantages and disadvantages of different types of government. Encourage students to be 
creative in their scripts, but also remind them to keep their discussion focused, accurate, and informative. 
Once the scripts are written, students should work within their groups to create their avatars 
and input their text. Remind students to choose avatars that are appropriate for the subject matter.
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5

Once all avatars are completed, students can share their finished products with their classmates. Provide 
students with time to present their completed avatars to the class. You may wish to have students view 
one another’s avatars and critique them using positive feedback and constructive criticism.

Assessments and Rubrics

You may continue to use the projects assessment rubric alone or create additional evaluation categories 
for their use of multimedia features of speaking avatars. To learn more about creating rubrics, visit the 
Assessing with Rubrics page at EdTechTeacher’s Teaching History with Technology website:    
http://thwt.org/index.php/assessment-rubrics/rubrics.

Additional Online Resources

Further Resources: For more Web sites, lesson plans, and activities related to U.S. Government, visit the 
Civics Page at EdTechTeacher’s Teaching History with Technology
website:    http://thwt.org/index.php/lessons-activities/civics.
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NAME DATE CLASS

Vocabulary Activity
Foundations of Government

1

Content Vocabulary
Directions: For each term in the left column, write the letter of the correct definition in the 
right column.

1.  anarchy

    2. democracy

    3.  mixed economy

    4. oligarchy

    5.  communism

a. an economy that combines elements of capitalism 
and socialism

b. authoritarian government that gives power to a few 
people or a political party

c. government in which the people rule
d. an economic system in which the central 

government directs all major economic decisions
e. describes a state without government and laws

Directions: From this vocabulary list, choose the best word to answer each question. Write each 
word in the blank provided. (country,  federal,  republic,  state,  totalitarianism)

6. Which two words refer to a political community that occupies a clearly defined territory and has an 
organized government?

7. Which word describes a government in which voters hold sovereign power, but that power is 
exercised by elected representatives who are responsible to the people?

8. Which term describes a type of government such as Nazi Germany, in which the government has 
total control?

9. Which term describes a system of government that divides the powers of government between the 
national government and state or provincial governments?

Directions: Answer each of the following questions. Include the vocabulary words in parentheses in your 
answers.

10. What is the relationship between a nation, a state, and sovereignty? (nation, state, sovereignty)
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Vocabulary Activity  cont.
Foundations of Government

2

11. How does the social contract theory relate to a constitutional government? (constitutional 
government,   social   contract theory)

12. In what key way is a unitary system of government the opposite of a confederacy?(confederacy, 
unitary    government)

13. How are a dictatorship and a monarchy similar, and how are they different? (dictatorship, 
monarchy)

14. Explain why a free market and laissez-faire are opposites of socialism. (free market, laissez-faire,  
socialism)

Directions: Write on the line the letter of the phrase or sentence that best answers each question.

15.  Economics is the study of how people and nations use their limited supply of which of the 
following items to satisfy their wants and needs? (economics)
a. social programs c. resources
b. wages d. incentives

16.  Which of the following is the best definition of capitalism? (capitalism)
a. an economic system that emphasizes freedom of choice and individual incentive
b. the philosophy that government should keep its hands off the economy
c. the study of how people and nations use their limited resources to attempt to satisfy 

wants and needs
d. a system in which the government regulates private enterprise
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Vocabulary Activity  cont.
Foundations of Government

3

17. Feudalism is associated with which type of government? (feudalism)
a. capitalism
b. monarchy
c. dictatorship
d. communism

18. According to mercantilists, on what did the prosperity of a country depend?
(mercantilist)
a. a large supply of bullion
b. a trade surplus
c. trade partners in several states
d. a large supply of paper currency

Academic Vocabulary
Directions: From the vocabulary list, choose the best word to answer each question. Write each word 
in the blank provided. (assembly, consumers, institution, philosopher, regulation, theory)

19. Which word would identify a government rule to control the amount of carbon emissions an 
industry can produce?

20. Which word would be used to describe a hypothesis based on observation?

21. Which word describes the people who purchase goods at the local farmers’ market?

22. Which word could be applied to both a tradition and the Boy Scouts organization?

23. Which word describes a gathering of people?

24. Which word describes a scholar who engages in the pursuit of wisdom?
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Historical Documents and Speeches
Foundations of Government
Albany Plan of Union
Benjamin Franklin

In the Albany Plan of Union, Benjamin Franklin made a proposal to place the British North American 
colonies under a single government. In 1754 it was adopted at a meeting known as the Albany 
Congress. However, the plan was never carried out.

“It is proposed that humble application be made for an act of Parliament of Great Britain, by 
virtue of which one general government may be formed in America, including all the said 
colonies, within and under which government each colony may retain its present constitution, 
except in the particulars wherein a change may be directed by the said act, as hereafter follows.

1. That the said general government be administered by a President-General, to be appointed 
and supported by the crown; and a Grand Council, to be chosen by the representatives of the 
people of the several Colonies met in their respective assemblies.

2. That within—months after the passing such act, the House of Representatives that happen 
to be sitting within that time, or that shall be especially for that purpose convened, may and 
shall choose members for the Grand Council . . .

4. That there shall be a new election of the members of the Grand Council every three years; 
and, on the death or resignation of any member, his place should be supplied by a new choice 
at the next sitting of the Assembly of the Colony he represented.

5. That after the first three years, when the proportion of money arising out of each Colony to 
the general treasury can be known, the number of members to be chosen for each Colony shall, 
from time to time, in all ensuing elections, be regulated by that proportion, yet so as that the 
number to be chosen by any one Province be not more than seven, nor less than two.

6. That the Grand Council shall meet once in every year, and oftener if occasion require, at 
such time and place as they shall adjourn to at the last preceding meeting, or as they shall be 
called to meet at by the President-General on any emergency; he having first obtained in writing 
the consent of seven of the members to such call, and sent duly and timely notice to the 
whole . . .

9. That the assent of the President-General be requisite to all acts of the Grand Council, and 
that it be his office and duty to cause them to be carried into execution.

10.That the President-General, with the advice of the Grand Council, hold or direct all Indian 
treaties, in which the general interest of the Colonies may be concerned; and make peace or 
declare war with Indian nations.

11.That they make such laws as they judge necessary for regulating all Indian trade.

12.That they make all purchases from Indians, for the crown, of lands not now within the 
bounds of particular Colonies, or that shall not be within their bounds when some of them are 
reduced to more convenient  dimensions.

13.That they make new settlements on such purchases, by granting lands in the King’s name, 
reserving a quitrent to the crown for the use of the general treasury.

14.That they make laws for regulating and governing such new settlements, till the crown shall 
think fit to form them into particular governments.
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Historical Documents and Speeches cont.
Foundations of Government

15. That they raise and pay soldiers and build forts for the defence of any of the Colonies, and 
equip vessels of force to guard the coasts and protect the trade on the ocean, lakes, or great 
rivers; but they shall not impress men in any Colony, without the consent of the Legislature.

16. That for these purposes they have power to make laws, and lay and levy such general 
duties, imposts, or taxes, as to them shall appear most equal and just (considering the ability and 
other circumstances of the inhabitants in the several Colonies), and such as may be collected 
with the least inconvenience to the people; rather discouraging luxury, than loading industry with 
unnecessary burdens.”

Directions: Using information from the reading, answer the following questions.

1. Listing According to items 11–14, what will be four responsibilities of the proposed government?

2. Summarizing Which of the purposes of government is provided by item 15? How is it provided?

3. Speculating Why do you think Franklin included item 12 in the plan? What do you think he was 
trying to avoid by including this provision?

4. Evaluating  Item 16 explains how the government will raise money. Do you think that this is 
appropriate and fair? Why or why not?
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Reteaching Activity
Foundations of Government

1

Terms and Concepts

Directions:  Matching  Match each item with its definition.

1.  oligarchy

2.  country

3.  confederacy

4.  divine right

5.  proletariat

6.  constitution

7.  capitalism

8.  totalitarianism

9.  command economy

10.  sovereignty

Summarizing Information
Directions:  Short Answer  Answer each of the following questions.

11. Paraphrasing Use your own words to identify each of the four essential features of a state.

12. Explaining List three principles of democracy and explain the meaning of each one.

 
a. a system where the government has complete control 

over people’s lives

b. the supreme and absolute authority within specific 
territorial boundaries

c. consists of the rules that a government must follow

d. stresses freedom of choice and provides market 
incentives

e. the government controls the factors of production

f. a government that consists of a weak union of states

g. another name for a state

h. a government that is controlled by a small group of 
people

i. rulers are chosen by God or gods

j. those people who actually make the goods
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Reteaching Activity  cont.
Foundations of Government

2

13. Analyzing  Why is the United States government considered a representative democracy rather 
than a direct democracy?

14. Contrasting How is socialism different from communism?

Organizing Information
Organizing Fill in the second level of this graphic organizer with four different economic systems. 
Then fill in the bottom level by stating two characteristics of each system.

Essay
Directions: Answer the following question on a separate piece of paper.

Summarizing List the four main purposes of government and explain why each one is important.
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Chapter Summary
Foundations of Government

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS What are the purposes of government? What principles guide different 
types of government? What is the role of government in different types of economic systems?

Although most governments perform the same basic services, they vary greatly in their structure and in 
the role they take in the nation’s economy.

Purposes andOrigins of Government
• Governments provide leadership, order, 

security and defense, public services, and 
economic assistance, and economic security.

• A nation is a sizable group of people united by 
common bonds of race, language, custom, 
tradition, or religion while a state or country is a 
political community with a definite territory and 
an organized government.

• Four features of a state are population, 
territory, sovereignty, and government.

• The evolutionary theory of the origin of 
government suggests that states evolved from 
the family unit while the force theory says that 
states emerged when a person or group 
forcibly took control.

• According to divine right theory, the right to rule 
comes from God. In the social contract theory, 
people surrender their freedom to the state in 
exchange for security and order.

Types of Government
• A unitary system of government gives all key 

powers to the central government while a 
confederate system is a loose union of 
independent and sovereign states.

• A federal system divides government powers 
between the national and state or provincial
governments. A constitutional government 
operates under a constitution, which places 
limits on the powers of those who govern.

• Authoritarian governments control all aspects of 
citizens’ economic and social lives.

• In a democratic system, people rule either 
directly or through elected representatives.

• Basic principles necessary for democracy 
include citizen participation; regular free and 
fair elections; the rule of law; respect for 
minority rights; accountability and 
transparency; a bill of rights; safeguards 
against the abuse of power; economic freedom; 
equality; protection of individual or human 
rights; an independent judiciary; and competing 
political parties.

The Roleof Government in 
Economic Systems

• Every economy has producers, distributors, 
consumers, labor, resources, and capital.

• Economic systems grouped by how they work 
are identified as traditional, market, or 
command, while those grouped according to 
political beliefs are identified as capitalism, 
socialism, and communism.

• Capitalism emphasizes freedom of choice and 
individual incentive through a free market 
unhindered by government interference.

• The characteristics of capitalism are private 
ownership and control of property and 
economic resources, free enterprise, 
competition, freedom of choice, and the 
possibility of profits.

• Mixed economies combine elements of 
capitalism and socialism.

• Socialism is an economic system in which the 
government plays a significant role in the 
economy with the goal of achieving an equal 
distribution of wealth.

• In a communist economy, the government 
decides what to produce and how much, and 
how to distribute goods and services.

1
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DIGITAL RESOURCES SAMPLER
GRADE 12 - PRINICIPLES OF AMERICAN 
DEMOCRACY

LESSON LEVEL RESOURCES
• Guided Reading Activity

• Video Worksheet
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Guided Reading Activity 
Foundations of Government

1

Lesson 1 Purposes and Origins of Government
Review  Questions

Directions: Read each main idea. Use your text to supply the details that support or explain each main idea.

A. Main Idea: Legitimate and functioning governments maintain order, protect people, and provide them with 
ways to settle disagreements fairly and peacefully.

1. Detail: Governments provide by setting priorities and making decisions on behalf 

of the people.

2. Detail: Governments maintain by placing limits on what individuals are permitted 

to do and by enforcing these limits.

3. Detail: Governments provide such as schools, sewer 

systems, roads, and often the means of promoting public health and safety.

4. Detail: Governments provide for in order to protect the 

people against attack by another country or by terrorists.

5. Detail: Governments provide through trade deals, 

protection of national businesses, and economic policies.

6. Detail: Many governments provide to people in 

need.

B. Main Idea: Although the terms nation, country, and state are sometimes used interchangeably, they have 
slightly different meanings.

1. Detail:   A is a sizable group of people who believe themselves united by 

common bonds of race, language, custom, or religion.

2. Detail: States and countries are political communities, each occupying a defined _____________

and having an organized government.
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Guided Reading Activity cont.
Foundations of Government

2

3. Detail: The four essential features of a state are , ,

, and .

C. Main Idea: Scholars have constructed four key theories to explain the origin of governments.

1. Detail:  The theory suggests that the state evolved from the family unit in 

order to provide more organization to extended families.

2. Detail: According to the theory, states were created when leaders used their 

power to compel cooperation between people.

3. Detail:  The theory came from European monarchs 

who claimed that their right to rule came directly from God.

4. Detail: According to the theory, governments are 

created when people surrender their freedom to the state in exchange for order and security.

Summary and Reflection

Directions: Summarize the main ideas of this lesson by answering the prompt below.

Identify the purposes of government. Explain which purposes would be most important to a government formed 
according to the force theory and which would be most important to a government formed under the social 
contract theory.
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Video Worksheet
Foundations of Government

1

Lesson 1 Purposes and Origins of Government

Scottish Independence
Directions:  Review the questions below and think about these questions as you watch the video. Take
notes that answer these questions as the video plays.

1. Explaining What is the subject of the news report?

2. Speculating How might the long delay between the start of the independence campaign and the 
actual vote help or hurt each side of the debate?

3. Comparing and Contrasting The pro-Scottish independence side has several different factions.
On what issues do they agree and disagree?

4. Making Predictions Do you think the campaign for Scottish independence will be successful?
Support your opinion with facts.
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Guided Reading Activity 
Foundations of Government

1

Lesson 2 Types of Government

Review  Questions

Directions: Read the lesson and complete the outline below. Refer to your text to fill in the blanks.

I. Systems of Government

A. In a system of government, all key powers belong to the central 

government.

B. In a system of government, key powers belong to independent 

sovereign states.

C. In a system of government, the powers are divided between the national 

and state or provincial governments.

II. Constitutional Governments

A. A sets out shared ideals, establishes the basic structure, powers, and duties of 

government, and provides the supreme law for the country.

B. A constitutional government is a government because the constitution 

places clearly recognized boundaries on the powers of those who govern.

III. Major Types of Government

A. Authoritarian governments are sometimes referred to as states because the 

government has total control.

B. In a , one person has great power, usually through inheritance.

C. A government derives its power from the consent and trust of the people, 

who rule either directly or through elected representatives.
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Guided Reading Activity cont.
Foundations of Government

2

IV. Principles of Democracy

A. A democracy depends on citizen participation in , which are regular, free, 

and fair, involve more than one party, and lead to a peaceful transfer of power.

B. In a democracy, no one is above the law and the rights of the are 

protected even though the majority rules.

C. and assure that elected officials are held 

responsible for their actions and that people are aware of the actions their government is taking.

D. A bill of rights, often attached to a country’s , limits the power of 

government and explains the freedoms that are guaranteed to all people.

E. Democratic governments often control the of power by limiting the powers of 

government officials.

F. Other principles of democracy include economic freedom, individual or 

rights, and the concept that all individuals should be valued .

G. In a democracy, the courts and the judicial system should be and impartial.

Summary and Reflection

Directions: Summarize the main ideas of this lesson by answering the prompt below.

Identify the fourteen principles of democracy and explain why these would not be principles of an authoritarian 
government.
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Video Worksheet
Foundations of Government
Lesson 2 Types of Government

Direct Democracy
Directions:  Review the questions below and think about these questions as you watch the video. Take 
notes that answer these questions as the video plays.

1. Explaining Explain what direct democracy is. Use the town meeting in Whitefield, Maine, as an 
example.

2. Summarizing What opinions did residents express about the proposal to buy a new fire truck, 
and what was the final decision?

3. Listing What issues or functions of government were mentioned by residents during the town 
meeting?

4. Evaluating Why did the residents of Whitefield, Maine, think it was important to participate in a town 
meeting?
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Guided Reading Activity 
Origins of American Government

1

Lesson 3 The Role of Government in Economic Systems

Review  Questions

Directions: Locate each heading below in your text. Then use the information under the correct heading and 
subheading to help you write each answer.

I. Fundamentals of Economics

A. What six factors are found in every type of economy?

B. List the three key questions that must be answered by all economic systems.

C. Identify the three categories for classifying economic systems by how they work.

II. Capitalism

A. How does the term laissez-faire describe the role of government in capitalism?

B. Identify the five characteristics of pure capitalism.

III. Mixed Economies

A. What is a mixed economy?
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Guided Reading Activity cont.
Origins of American Government

2

B. What makes the economy of the United States a mixed economy rather than a pure capitalist 
economy?

IV. Socialism

A. What is the goal of socialism?

B. How is democratic socialism different from pure socialism?

V. Communism, a Command Economy

A. Why is the economy under a communist system called a command economy?

B. Summarize Karl Marx’s basic theory about communism.

Summary and Reflection

Directions: Summarize the main ideas of this lesson by answering the prompt below.

Compare the role of the government in a mixed economy to the role of government in a socialist 
economy.
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Video Worksheet
Foundations of Government

Lesson 3 The Role of Government in Economic Systems

Communism versus the Free Market
Directions:  Review the questions below and think about these questions as you watch the video. Take 
notes that answer these questions as the video plays.

1. Identifying Identify the two books discussed in the video and the author and publication year of 
each.

2. Analyzing Based on the video, what do you think Hayek’s opinion of a mixed economy would be?
Support your opinion with facts.

3. Summarizing What did the experts believe Marx had correctly predicted in his book? In what 
ways did they think he was incorrect?

4. Discussing What did experts have to say about the political projects or movements that were 
inspired by Marx?
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Impact_DRS_Gr12Gov.indd   38 6/30/2017   8:38:04 AM



39

NAME _____________________________________________  DATE  __________________  CLASS  ____________

Foundations of Government

DIRECTIONS: Indicate the answer choice(s) that best completes the statement or answers the question. 

Lesson 1 – Purposes and Origins of Government

________ 1. According to Abraham Lincoln, the “legitimate object of __________” is to do for people 
whatever they cannot do for themselves. 

A. anarchy

B. government

C. economists

D. sovereignty

________ 2. What is an essential part of a legitimate and functioning government? 

A. the authority to enforce laws

B. the divine right to rule

C. a social contract

D. the support of its people

________ 3. What is the difference between a nation and a state?

A. A nation is a much larger political entity.

B. A state is a subdivision of a nation.

C. A nation has the authority to make foreign policy.

D. A state has absolute authority within its boundaries.

________ 4. Requiring citizens to serve in the military during times of war is an example of which function 
of government? 

A. maintaining order

B. providing leadership

C. providing public services

D. providing economic security

________ 5. Which theory for the origin of government best reflects the development of the United States 
government?

A. divine right

B. social contract

C. force

D. evolutionary

________ 6. Which are essential features of a country? Select ALL that apply.

A. It occupies a definite territory.

B. It has an organized government.

C. It has the authority to make laws.

D. Its people are united by common customs.
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Foundations of Government

Lesson 2 – Types of Government

________ 7. The United States Constitution is a plan for a ________ system with specific powers given to 
the national government and other powers reserved for the states.

A. provincial

B. unitary

C. confederate

D. federal

________ 8. A __________ is a plan that sets out the basic structure, powers, and duties of a country’s 
government and also serves as the supreme law of that country.

A. sovereignty

B. republic

C. constitution

D. democracy

________ 9. Which is a difference between a constitutional government and a government without a 
constitution?

A. Only constitutional governments have written rules for the role of government. 

B. Only constitutional governments are subject to the rules that limit their powers.

C. The absence of a constitution invites anarchy. 

D. The absence of a constitution results in a totalitarian government.

________ 10. In a(n) ____________ government, citizen’s lives are controlled by their leaders; in a(n) 
____________ government, citizens expect to share decisions with their leaders. 

A. authoritarian; democratic

B. totalitarian; authoritarian

C. totalitarian; oligarchy

D. democratic; representative

________ 11. A(n) ____________is an authoritarian system in which one political party or a small group of 
people uses wealth, social status, or force to get and retain political power.

A. oligarchy

B. dictatorship

C. monarchy

D. republic

________ 12. A noble landowner offers his neighbor a parcel of land and protection from invaders if the 
neighbor serves the landowner. This is an example of __________, a system of government 
under the rule of a monarch.

A. anarchy

B. oligarchy

C. feudalism

D. federalism
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Foundations of Government

________ 13. Both Great Britain and the United States are democracies. However, in the United States the 
people elect government representatives; in Great Britain the monarch is the head of state. 
That makes the United States a(n) _____________.

A. federation

B. oligarchy

C. republic

D. confederation

________ 14. Which heading best fits the partial outline below?

  I. _______________________________

i. rejecting election results

ii. violating the rule of law

iii. obstructing voting processes

iv. destroying minority rights

A. Anarchy in democratic systems of government

B. Political party corruption practices

C. Majority rule/minority rights

D. Behaviors that violate the principles of democracy

Lesson 3 – The Role of Government in Economic Systems

________ 15. A well-educated workforce is an example of which economic factor of production?

A. resources

B. capital

C. distributors

D. entrepreneurs

________ 16. A goal of capitalism is to create a free enterprise system, in which government 
_____________. 

A. does not limit what people can buy and sell

B. intervenes in wages and the price of goods to stimulate the economy

C. makes economic decisions for the good of the state

D. guides market forces for the best possible outcome

________ 17. Mexico’s economy is primarily capitalistic. However, the government owns all natural 
resources and runs the giant oil company PEMEX. This makes Mexico an example of a  
_____________ economy.

A. free market

B. command

C. mixed

D. communist
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Foundations of Government

________ 18. What sets capitalism apart from socialism and communism?

A. In a capitalist system, the government’s only involvement is the distribution of wealth.

B. Government controls the means of production and the people control the resources.

C. There is no government regulation in a capitalist system.

D. In a capitalist system, people have the right to own private property.

________ 19. Which heading best fits the partial outline below? 

I. _______________________________

i. government provides social services

ii. government distributes goods

iii. economic decisions made by government to benefit state

iv. wealth is distributed equally by government

A. Goals of a free enterprise system

B. Goals of a command economy

C. Goals of socialism

D. Goals of a capitalist system

________ 20. What would be the result(s) of a revolution against capitalism according to German 
philosopher Karl Marx? Select ALL that apply.

A. A socialist system would develop.

B. The bourgeoisie would own the means of production.

C. The social class system would break down.

D. All property would be owned by workers.
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NAME _____________________________________________  DATE  __________________  CLASS  ____________

Foundations of Government

DIRECTIONS: True/False Indicate whether the statement is true (T) or false (F).

________ 1. According to Abraham Lincoln, government must serve the individual but not the community.

________ 2. A nation is defined by its territorial boundaries.

________ 3. A government maintains order by enforcing laws and punishing lawbreakers.

________ 4. Anarchy is a type of government in which one leader rules by force.

________ 5. According to divine right theory, to oppose a monarch was a sin against God.

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best completes the statement or answers 
the question.

________ 6. Which of these statements is based on John Locke’s definition of the social contract?

A. A government operates with the goal of promoting human rights.

B. A police state is necessary to protect people’s belongings.

C. Individuals should be free to do whatever they wish.

D. Once a government has been formed, its laws cannot be changed.

________ 7. An army takes over a government and establishes its general as the supreme ruler. Which 
theory explains the origins of this new government?

A. divine right theory C. force theory

B. evolutionary theory D. social contract theory

________ 8. A nation can become a state when it has which of these?

A. common language C. standing army

B. organized government D. unique customs

________ 9. Which of the following activities would be considered a part of the government’s role in 
providing national security?

A. maintaining an army                              C. regulating mortgages

B. creating public schools D.  funding fire departments

________ 10. A state has sovereignty when it is able to do which of the following?

A. Freely create and enforce laws

B. Invade and take over any other state

C. Occupy a particular area of land

D. Punish its citizens for any action

13

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill

 E
du

ca
ti

on
. P

er
m

is
si

on
 is

 g
ra

nt
ed

 t
o 

re
pr

od
uc

e 
fo

r 
cl

as
sr

oo
m

 u
se

.

Lesson Quiz 1-1

Impact_DRS_Gr12Gov.indd   43 6/30/2017   8:38:05 AM



44

NAME _____________________________________________  DATE  __________________  CLASS  ____________

Foundations of Government

DIRECTIONS: Matching Match each item with the correct statement below.

________ 1. functions that allow different branches of government  
to limit the power of other branches

________ 2. organized around common interests and goals to  
compete with each other during elections

________ 3. establishes the basic structure of government and rights  
of the people; serves as the supreme law for a country

________ 4. union of sovereign states with a weak central power;  
abandoned by U.S. in favor of federal system with  
strong central power

________ 5. consistent enforcement of laws; allows anyone who breaks  
the law to be held accountable

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best completes the statement or answers 
the question.

________ 6. Which of these would you find in a monarchy but not in a democracy?

A. constitution C. representatives who make laws

B. political parties D. unelected head of state

________ 7. Since the writing and approval of the U.S. Constitution in 1787, citizen movements have arisen 
to change the document. Changes to the Constitution take place through which of these 
processes?

A. amendment C. political parties

B. custom D. war

________ 8. Which of these is a sign that a state with a constitution is really an authoritarian state?

A. Custom is used when particular actions are not defined by law.

B. Laws can be declared unconstitutional by a high court.

C. Multiple parties take part in every election, but only one party ever wins.

D. The powers of the government are constitutionally limited.

________ 9. How is the economy likely to be affected if a democracy becomes an oligarchy?

A. Money is likely to become more equally distributed among classes.

B. The leader who takes over is likely to become rich at the expense of all others.

C. Upper classes in power are likely to become richer at the expense of others.

D. Working classes are likely to attain wealth and move into the middle class.

_______ 10. Which principle of democracy establishes freedom of speech?

A. accountability C. checks and balances

B. bill of rights D. transparency

A. confederacy

B. rule of law

C. checks and balances

D. constitution

E. political parties

14
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NAME _____________________________________________  DATE  __________________  CLASS  ____________

Foundations of Government

DIRECTIONS: True/False Indicate whether the statement is true or false.

________ 1. Entrepreneurs would use capital to purchase resources and invest in the production of goods 
for profit.

________ 2. Environmental regulation by the government can reduce production of goods by limiting the 
amount of resources that are available for use.

________ 3. In a laissez-faire economic approach, the government is heavily involved in regulating 
business.

________ 4. Many countries are considered mixed economies that combine elements of capitalism with 
elements of communism.

________ 5. In a traditional economy, rugs woven from wool may be traded for fish and other food.

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best completes the statement or answers 
the question.

________ 6. A producer in a capitalist system might do which of the following to further her goals?

A. ignore costs of production

B. raise prices in the face of competition from another company

C. redesign products to use fewer resources

D. sell a share of her business to a government entity

________ 7. A government using a socialist approach would be most likely to do which of these?

A. Allow banks to fail during difficult economic times.

B. Encourage education and training from private schools.

C. Provide vouchers for health care to the unemployed.

D. Utilize private companies to fulfill defense contracts.

________ 8. Which of these is true of current communist countries?

A. Distribution is controlled by the workers.

B. Government controls natural resource use.

C. No one receives wages for work.

D. Private investments are common.

________ 9. Which of these terms would best represent Karl Marx’s theory of communism?

A. authoritarian C. common property

B. bourgeoisie D. initiative

________ 10. In which type of economic system does government play the smallest role?

A. capitalism C. mixed economy

B. communism D. socialism
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NAME _____________________________________________  DATE  __________________  CLASS  ____________

Foundations of Government

DIRECTIONS: Matching Match each item with the correct statement below.

________ 1. majority rule

________ 2. mixed economy

________ 3. federal system

________ 4. state

________ 5. communist state

________ 6. social contract theory

________ 7. mercantilists

________ 8. monarchy

________ 9. economic assistance

_______ 10. democracy

A. states exist to serve their people

B. economic security depends on accumulation of gold and silver

C. food stamps or rent subsidies

D. one person inherits throne and heads the state

E. combines elements of capitalism and socialism

F. the people rule directly or through representatives

G. all economic decisions made by the government

H. national and state governments share power

I. community with organized government in a territory

J. parties representing the majority make most laws

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best completes the statement or answers 
the question.

_______ 11. Which of these defines Switzerland as a sovereign state?

A. It has a central government that creates laws for the entire nation.

B. It has a strict policy of separation of church and state.

C. It has different regions defined by different languages.

D. It is located in an area that includes some of the Alps.

_______ 12. In 1986 the country of Greece implemented decentralization, dividing the country into regions, 
each with its own administrative unit. Before 1986, the country of Greece was most likely 
which of these?

A. authoritarian system

B. confederacy

C. federal system

D. unitary system
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Foundations of Government

_______ 13. The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation is an agency created by the U.S. Congress to 
monitor and assist financial private institutions to protect consumers. This agency fulfills which 
function of government?

A. provide economic assistance C. provide leadership

B. provide economic security D. provide national security

_______ 14. Which of these examples highlights a disadvantage of the federal system of government?

A. Different levels of government can handle different types of problems.

B. Federal and state agencies can collaborate to combat homelessness.

C. Looser federal environmental laws are enforced over stricter state laws.

D. States can obtain funds from the federal government for road projects.

_______ 15. In a true free market economy, which of the following would occur?

A. Access to natural resources would be uncontrolled.

B. Safety regulations would offer consumer protections.

C. Successful producers would be given tax breaks.

D. Workers would obtain fair wages by law.

_______ 16. Thomas Hobbes stated that life would be “nasty, brutish, and short” without a state or 
government. Which of these functions of government would likely be most important, 
according to Hobbes?

A. Designating state flowers and other items to celebrate states.

B. Establishing prisons to hold criminals and reduce crime.

C. Passing laws to encourage the expansion of businesses.

D. Reducing taxes to allow people to keep more income.

_______ 17. How do the goals of socialism differ from the goals of capitalism?

A. Only capitalism stresses private ownership of business.

B. Only capitalism strives to award workers a fair wage.

C. Only socialism has the goal of serving society.

D. Only socialism works to prevent government interference.

_______ 18. The president of the United States can veto a bill passed by the Congress, preventing it from 
becoming a law. This is an example of which principle of democracy?

A. accountability

B. control of the abuse of power

C. rule of law

D. transparency
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Foundations of Government

_______ 19. Which of these characterizes one predicted result of a laissez-faire system?

A. better workplace conditions for workers

B. more government involvement in business

C. producer competition for resources

D. unlimited supply of consumer products

_______ 20. Which of these is an example of a government maintaining order?

A. A community constructs a municipal water treatment plant.

B. Firefighters hold infant car seat clinics in fire stations.

C. Officers screen visitors for weapons at the entrance of a courthouse.

D. The Marines hold drives to collect toys during the holidays.

DIRECTIONS: Essay Answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper.

 21. The Tamils are an ethnic group of over 57 million people worldwide. They share a common language 
and customs. Around 3.2 million Tamils live in Sri Lanka. Other Tamil populations are located in India, 
and emigrants can be found in the Malay Peninsula, Burma, Thailand, South Africa, and other areas 
around the world. Why might the Tamils be considered a stateless nation? What kinds of benefits 
could the Tamils acquire by becoming a state with a constitution?

  SOURCE: Freedom House

Free
Partly Free
Not Free

Levels Of Freedom

INDIAMEXICO

CHINA

 22. The map shows the level of freedom in each country around the world, as assessed by the 
independent watchdog organization, Freedom House. Contrast the levels of freedom in China, India, 
and Mexico. Each of these countries has its own constitution. How might the purpose of each 
constitution be different in each of these countries? What would you infer about how each constitution 
would address the rights of citizens in each of these countries?

19

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill

 E
du

ca
ti

on
. P

er
m

is
si

on
 is

 g
ra

nt
ed

 t
o 

re
pr

od
uc

e 
fo

r 
cl

as
sr

oo
m

 u
se

.

Chapter 1 Test, Form A cont.

Impact_DRS_Gr12Gov.indd   48 6/30/2017   8:38:07 AM



49

NAME _____________________________________________  DATE  __________________  CLASS  ____________

Foundations of Government

DIRECTIONS: Matching Match each item with the correct statement below.

________ 1. nation

________ 2. unitary system

________ 3. bourgeoisie

________ 4. laissez-faire

________ 5. oligarchy

________ 6. constitutional government

________ 7. force theory

________ 8. evolutionary theory

________ 9. socialism

_______ 10. proletariat

A. constitution places limits on powers of those who govern

B. gives all key powers to central government

C. threat of violence allows governmental work to get done

D. power held by a few people or one political party

E. “to let alone;” Adam Smith’s economic approach

F. capitalists who own the means of production

G. united by bonds of race, language, custom, or religion

H. generations of familial elders rule

I. workers who produce goods

J. extensive government control of the economy

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best completes the statement or answers 
the question.

_______ 11. Which of these is a public service performed by government in the United States?

A. distribution of medicine to drug stores

B. filling of potholes on streets

C. production and distribution of newspapers

D. stocking of food in grocery stores

_______ 12. Although Ohio is considered a state, it is different from a country such as Japan, which is also 
considered a state. What makes Ohio different from Japan?

A. Ohio does not have its own organized government.

B. Ohio is not characterized by a distinct ethnic group.

C. Ohio is not in a defined geographic territory.

D. Ohio is subject to laws from another entity.

21

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill

 E
du

ca
ti

on
. P

er
m

is
si

on
 is

 g
ra

nt
ed

 t
o 

re
pr

od
uc

e 
fo

r 
cl

as
sr

oo
m

 u
se

.

Chapter 1 Test, Form B

Impact_DRS_Gr12Gov.indd   49 6/30/2017   8:38:07 AM



50

NAME _____________________________________________  DATE  __________________  CLASS  ____________

Foundations of Government

_______ 13. Which of these could be considered an advantage of having a federal system in the  
United States?

A. Each state government can be different and tailored to the needs of the state.

B. Federal and state courts create a more streamlined justice system.

C. Social concerns can be addressed at the federal level instead of the state level.

D. The centralized government has much less control than the state governments.

_______ 14. In a pure capitalist system, which of the following could occur?

A. An unsuccessful business could receive governmental support.

B. Certain products could be banned based on social values.

C. Endangered species could be incorporated into products.

D. Government food inspections could prevent the spread of disease.

_______ 15. Which of these is a characteristic of a command economy?

A. Consumers are able to buy whatever goods they want.

B. Natural resource extraction is controlled by the state.

C. The proletariat produces goods that improve the economy.

D. Unions ensure the fair treatment of many workers.

_______ 16. Administrators in the Environmental Protection Agency use science to determine limits on the 
amount of sulfur dioxide that factories can release into the air. The decision-making of these 
administrators falls under which category of government function?

A. maintaining order C. providing leadership

B. providing economic assistance D. providing national security

_______ 17. In a truly democratic society, which of the following happens during an election?

A. Citizens are required to vote for the candidate that belongs to their party.

B. Citizens vote, but the winner is ultimately decided by a high court.

C. The candidate that has been appointed by a political party takes power.

D. The elected candidate takes office without violence from the rival party.

_______ 18. Which of these illustrates a critical difference between a democracy and a monarchy?

A. More viewpoints are utilized to make law in a democracy.

B. The leader of a monarchy has only ceremonial powers.

C. The leader of a monarchy is an authoritarian figure.

D. There is no central leader in most types of democracy.
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Foundations of Government

_______ 19. Karl Marx envisioned a state where communism would be the end result. How was Marx’s 
vision of communism different from the communism that exists today?

A. In current communist countries, the people live in a classless agricultural society.
B. In current communist countries, the people share power with the government.
C. In the vision of communism, eventually no economic system would be needed.
D. In the vision of communism, property would collectively belong to the people.

_______ 20. Which of these is a socialist aspect of the American mixed economy?

A. Consumers can decide to buy wind energy from a power company.
B. Education through high school is provided for free.
C. Many American-made goods can be sold in all 50 states.
D. Many health management organizations are privately owned.

DIRECTIONS: Essay Answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper.

“The disease of liberty is catching; those armies will take it in the south, carry it thence to their 
own country, spread there the infection of revolution and representative government, and 
raise its people from the prone condition of brutes to the erect altitude of man.”

—Thomas Jefferson, to the Marquis de Lafayette, 1820

 21. How does this quote from Thomas Jefferson relate to the formation of governments and the social 
contract theory of government origin?

 22. What are some of the rights of an American citizen? What responsibilities go along with those rights? 
Why don’t Americans simply have rights without responsibilities?

23
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NOMBRE FECHA CLASE

Actividad de lectura guiada 
Bases del gobierno

1

Lección 1 Propósitos y origen del gobierno
Preguntas de repaso

Instrucciones: Lee las ideas principales. Busca en tu libro de texto detalles que sustenten o expliquen cada idea.

A. Idea principal: Los gobiernos legítimos y operativos mantienen el orden, protegen a las personas y les ofrecen 
formas de arreglar sus diferencias de forma justa y pacífica. 

1. Detalle: Los gobiernos ofrecen al establecer prioridades y tomar decisiones en 

nombre del pueblo. 

2. Detalle: Los gobiernos mantienen al poner límites sobre lo que las personas tienen 

permitido hacer y al hacer cumplir dichos límites.

3. Detalle: Los gobiernos ofrecen , tales como escuelas, 

sistemas de alcantarillado, carreteras y por lo general los medios para fomentar la salud pública y la seguridad. 

4. Detalle: Los gobiernos ofrecen para proteger a las 

personas de ataques por parte de otro país o de terroristas. 

5. Detalle: Los gobiernos ofrecen mediante acuerdos 

comerciales, la protección de las compañías nacionales y políticas económicas.

6. Detalle: Muchos gobiernos ofrecen a las personas 

necesitadas. 

B. Idea principal: Aunque los términos nación, país y Estado se utilizan indistintamente, su significado varía 
un poco.

1. Detalle: Un(a) es un grupo de personas considerablemente grande que consideran 

que están unidos por vínculos comunes de raza, idioma, costumbres o religión.

2. Detalle: Los estados y países son comunidades políticas, cada una ocupa un _____________

definido y tiene un gobierno organizado. 
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NOMBRE FECHA CLASE

Actividad de lectura guiada 
Bases del gobierno

1

Lección 1 Propósitos y origen del gobierno
Preguntas de repaso

Instrucciones: Lee las ideas principales. Busca en tu libro de texto detalles que sustenten o expliquen cada idea.

A. Idea principal: Los gobiernos legítimos y operativos mantienen el orden, protegen a las personas y les ofrecen 
formas de arreglar sus diferencias de forma justa y pacífica. 

1. Detalle: Los gobiernos ofrecen al establecer prioridades y tomar decisiones en 

nombre del pueblo. 

2. Detalle: Los gobiernos mantienen al poner límites sobre lo que las personas tienen 

permitido hacer y al hacer cumplir dichos límites.

3. Detalle: Los gobiernos ofrecen , tales como escuelas, 

sistemas de alcantarillado, carreteras y por lo general los medios para fomentar la salud pública y la seguridad. 

4. Detalle: Los gobiernos ofrecen para proteger a las 

personas de ataques por parte de otro país o de terroristas. 

5. Detalle: Los gobiernos ofrecen mediante acuerdos 

comerciales, la protección de las compañías nacionales y políticas económicas.

6. Detalle: Muchos gobiernos ofrecen a las personas 

necesitadas. 

B. Idea principal: Aunque los términos nación, país y Estado se utilizan indistintamente, su significado varía 
un poco.

1. Detalle: Un(a) es un grupo de personas considerablemente grande que consideran 

que están unidos por vínculos comunes de raza, idioma, costumbres o religión.

2. Detalle: Los estados y países son comunidades políticas, cada una ocupa un _____________

definido y tiene un gobierno organizado. 
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NOMBRE FECHA CLASE
 

Actividad de lectura guiada Continuación
Bases del gobierno

2

3. Detalle: Las características básicas de un estado son , ,

y .

C. Idea principal: Los académicos han desarrollado cuatro teorías fundamentales para explicar el origen de los gobiernos. 

1. Detalle: La teoría sugiere que el estado evolucionó a partir de la unidad 

familiar para organizar mejor a las familias extensas.

2. Detalle: Según la teoría de la , los estados se formaron cuando los líderes obligaron 

a los pueblos a cooperar mediante el uso de la fuerza. 

3. Detalle: La teoría del surgió por parte de los monarcas 

europeos que afirmaban que su derecho a gobernar veía directamente de Dios. 

4. Detalle: De acuerdo con la teoría del , los gobiernos se forman 

cuando las personas ponen su libertad en manos del Estado a cambio de orden y seguridad.

Resumir y reflexionar

Instrucciones: Resume las ideas principales de la lección respondiendo el enunciado.

Identifica los propósitos del gobierno. Explica cuáles propósitos serían más importantes para un gobierno 
formado con base en la teoría de la fuerza y cuáles serían más importantes para un gobierno formado con 
base en la teoría del contrato social. 

NOMBRE FECHA CLASE

Actividad de lectura guiada 
Bases del gobierno

1

Lección 2 Tipos de gobierno 

Preguntas de repaso

Instrucciones: Lee la lección y completa el esquema. Consulta tu libro de texto para llenar los espacios en blanco.

I. Sistemas de gobierno

A. En un sistema de gobierno , todos los poderes esenciales están en 

manos del gobierno central. 

B. En un sistema de gobierno , los poderes esenciales están en manos 

de estados soberanos independientes. 

C. En un sistema de gobierno , los poderes están divididos entre el gobierno 

nacional y los gobiernos estatales o municipales. 

II. Gobiernos constitucionales 

A. Una establece los ideales compartidos, la estructura básica, los poderes y los 

deberes del gobierno, y estipula la ley suprema del país. 

B. Un gobierno constitucional es un gobierno debido a que la constitución establece 

barreras claramente establecidas sobre los poderes de quienes gobiernan.

III. Principales tipos de gobierno

A. Por lo general, a los gobiernos autoritarios se les conoce como estados debido a que el 

gobierno tiene control total.

B. En una , una persona tiene un gran poder, por lo general por herencia.

C. Un gobierno debe su poder a la aprobación y la confianza del pueblo, que gobierna 

de forma directa o por medio de representantes elegidos por votación popular. 
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NOMBRE FECHA CLASE

Actividad de lectura guiada 
Bases del gobierno

1

Lección 2 Tipos de gobierno 

Preguntas de repaso

Instrucciones: Lee la lección y completa el esquema. Consulta tu libro de texto para llenar los espacios en blanco.

I. Sistemas de gobierno

A. En un sistema de gobierno , todos los poderes esenciales están en 

manos del gobierno central. 

B. En un sistema de gobierno , los poderes esenciales están en manos 

de estados soberanos independientes. 

C. En un sistema de gobierno , los poderes están divididos entre el gobierno 

nacional y los gobiernos estatales o municipales. 

II. Gobiernos constitucionales 

A. Una establece los ideales compartidos, la estructura básica, los poderes y los 

deberes del gobierno, y estipula la ley suprema del país. 

B. Un gobierno constitucional es un gobierno debido a que la constitución establece 

barreras claramente establecidas sobre los poderes de quienes gobiernan.

III. Principales tipos de gobierno

A. Por lo general, a los gobiernos autoritarios se les conoce como estados debido a que el 

gobierno tiene control total.

B. En una , una persona tiene un gran poder, por lo general por herencia.

C. Un gobierno debe su poder a la aprobación y la confianza del pueblo, que gobierna 

de forma directa o por medio de representantes elegidos por votación popular. 
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Actividad de lectura guiada Continuación.
Bases del gobierno

2

IV. Principios de la democracia

A. Una democracia depende de la participación ciudadana en las que se realizan de forma 

regular, son libres y justas, cuentan con la participación de más de un partido y dan paso a la 

transferencia pacífica del poder. 

B. En una democracia, nadie está por encima de la ley, y los derechos de las

están protegidos a pesar de que las mayorías estén en el poder. 

C. La y la garantiza que los funcionarios elegidos se 

hagan responsables por sus actos y que el pueblo esté informado sobre las acciones del gobierno. 

D. En una declaración de derechos, que por lo general está unida a la , de un país, se 

limita el poder del gobierno y se explican los derechos que están garantizados para todas las 

personas. 

E. Los gobiernos democráticos suelen controlar el de poder al limitar los poderes de 

los funcionarios gubernamentales. 

F. Otros principios de la democracia son libertad económica, derechos individuales o ,

y el concepto de que todos los individuos deben ser considerados .

G. En una democracia, los tribunales y el sistema judicial deben ser e imparciales. 

Resumir y reflexionar

Instrucciones: Resume las ideas principales de la lección respondiendo el enunciado.

Identifica los 14 principios de la democracia y explica por qué estos principios no aplicarían a un gobierno 
autoritario. 

NOMBRE FECHA CLASE
 

Actividad de lectura guiada
Bases del gobierno

1

Lección 3 El papel del gobierno en los sistemas económicos

Preguntas de repaso

Instrucciones: Ubica los títulos en tu libro de texto. Luego, utiliza la información a continuación del título y el 
subtítulo correctos como ayuda para escribir las respuestas.

I. Fundamentos de la economía

A. ¿Cuáles son los seis factores que se encuentran en todos los tipos de economía? 

B. Enumera las los tres aspectos esenciales que todos los sistemas económicos deben resolver. 

C. Identifica las tres categorías en las que se clasifican los sistemas económicos según la forma en que operan. 

II. Capitalismo

A. ¿Cómo describe el término laissez-faire el papel del gobierno en el capitalismo? 

B. Identifica las cinco características del capitalismo puro. 

III. Economías mixtas

A. ¿Qué es una economía mixta? 
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NOMBRE FECHA CLASE
 

Actividad de lectura guiada
Bases del gobierno

1

Lección 3 El papel del gobierno en los sistemas económicos

Preguntas de repaso

Instrucciones: Ubica los títulos en tu libro de texto. Luego, utiliza la información a continuación del título y el 
subtítulo correctos como ayuda para escribir las respuestas.

I. Fundamentos de la economía

A. ¿Cuáles son los seis factores que se encuentran en todos los tipos de economía? 

B. Enumera las los tres aspectos esenciales que todos los sistemas económicos deben resolver. 

C. Identifica las tres categorías en las que se clasifican los sistemas económicos según la forma en que operan. 

II. Capitalismo

A. ¿Cómo describe el término laissez-faire el papel del gobierno en el capitalismo? 

B. Identifica las cinco características del capitalismo puro. 

III. Economías mixtas

A. ¿Qué es una economía mixta? 
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NOMBRE FECHA CLASE
 

Actividad de lectura guiada Continunación
Bases del gobierno

2

B. ¿Qué elementos hacen de la economía de Estados Unidos una economía mixta y no una 
economía de capitalismo puro? 

IV. Socialismo

A. ¿Cuál es el objetivo del socialismo?

B. ¿En qué se diferencia el socialismo democrático del socialismo puro?

V. Comunismo, una economía planificada

A. ¿Por qué la economía de un sistema comunista se conoce como economía planificada? 

B. Resume la teoría básica de Karl Marx sobre el comunismo. 

Resumir y reflexionar 

Instrucciones: Resume las ideas principales de la lección respondiendo la pregunta.

Compara el papel del gobierno en una economía mixta y en una economía socialista. 
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NOMBRE FECHA CLASE

Resumen del capítulo
Bases del gobierno

PREGUNTAS ESENCIALES ¿Cuáles son los propósitos del gobierno? ¿Qué principios son la base 
de los diferentes tipos de gobierno? ¿Qué papel juega el gobierno en los diferentes tipos de sistemas 
económicos? 

Si bien la mayoría de gobiernos cumplen con las mismas funciones básicas, su estructura y su 
participación en la economía del país es muy diferente. 

Propósitos y origen del gobierno
• Los gobiernos ofrecen liderazgo, orden, 

seguridad y defensa, servicios públicos 
asistencia económica y seguridad económica. 

• Una nación es un grupo de personas 
considerablemente grande que creen estar
unidos por vínculos comunes de raza, idioma, 
costumbres o religión, mientras que un Estado 
o país es una comunidad política con un 
territorio definido y un gobierno organizado 

• Las cuatro características de un estado 
son población, territorio, soberanía y 
gobierno.

• La teoría evolutiva del origen del gobierno 
sugiere que los estados evolucionaron a partir 
de la familia, mientras que la teoría de la fuerza 
dice que los estados surgieron cuando una 
persona tomó el control a la fuerza. 

• Según la teoría del derecho divino, el derecho 
a gobernar viene de Dios. En la teoría del 
contrato social el gobierno surge cuando las 
personas entregan su libertad al Estado a 
cambio de seguridad y orden. 

Tipos de gobierno
• En un sistema de gobierno unitario todos los 

poderes esenciales están en manos del 
gobierno central, mientras que un sistema 
confederado es la unión laxa de estados 
independientes y soberanos. 

• En un sistema federal los poderes del 
gobierno están divididos entre el gobierno 
nacional y los gobiernos estatales o 
municipales. Un gobierno constitucional 
funciona según la constitución, que establece 
límites a los poderes de los gobernantes. 

• Los gobiernos autoritarios controlan todos los 
aspectos de la vida económica y social de los 
ciudadanos. 

• En un sistema democrático, el pueblo gobierna 
de forma directa o por medio de 
representantes elegidos. 

• Entre los principios básicos de una democracia 
se cuentan la participación ciudadana, 
elecciones regulares libres y justas, el imperio 
de la ley, respeto a los derechos de las 
minorías, rendición de cuentas y transparencia, 
una declaración de derechos, protecciones
contra el abuso de poder, libertad económica, 
derechos individuales o humanos, un sistema 
judicial independiente y partidos políticos que
se enfrenten entre sí. 

El papel del gobierno en los 
sistemas económicos

• En todas las economías hay productores, 
distribuidores, consumidores, mano de 
obra, recursos y capital.

• Los sistemas económicos según su 
funcionamiento son tradicional, de mercado o 
planificado, mientras que según las creencias 
políticas son capitalismo, socialismo y 
comunismo. 

• El capitalismo enfatiza la libertad de elección y 
el incentivo individual por medio de un libre 
mercado sin interferencia gubernamental. 

• Las características del capitalismo son 
propiedad privada y control de la propiedad y 
los recursos, libre empresa, competencia, 
libertad de elección y obtener ganancias. 

• Las economías mixtas mezclan 
aspectos del socialismo y el capitalismo. 

• El socialismo es un sistema económico en el 
que el gobierno juega un papel importante en 
la economía con el objetivo de distribuir la 
riqueza de forma equitativa.

• En una economía comunista, el gobierno 
decide qué y cuánto produce y cómo 
distribuye esos bienes y servicios. 
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Spanish C01 L1 Quiz Purposes and Origins
of Government

Student Name:  

Student ID:

Date: 

1 Según Abraham Lincoln, el gobierno debe servir a la persona, mas no a la comunidad.

A)   True
B)   False

2 Un Estado es un país con una forma de gobierno más simple.

A)   True
B)   False

3 Para proteger su seguridad nacional, un país puede librar una guerra contra otro país.

A)   True
B)   False

4 La anarquía es una forma de gobierno en la que un líder gobierna por la fuerza.

A)   True
B)   False

5 A menudo los gobiernos ofrecen servicios destinados a aumentar la seguridad pública.

A)   True
B)   False

6 ¿Cuál de estas afirmaciones se basa en la definición de contrato social propuesta por John Locke? 

A)   
Un gobierno funciona con el propósito de promover los derechos humanos. 
B)   
Un estado policial es necesario para proteger las pertenencias de las personas. 
C)   
Las personas deben tener libertad de hacer lo que deseen. 
D)   
Una vez que el gobierno se ha constituido, no pueden modificarse sus leyes.

7 Un ejército toma el mando de un gobierno y proclama a su general como gobernante supremo. ¿Qué teoría explica
los orígenes de este nuevo tipo de gobierno?

A)   
teoría del derecho divino
B)   
teoría de la evolución
C)   
teoría de la fuerza
D)   
teoría del contrato social
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8 Un país puede convertirse en Estado cuando tiene:

A)   
un idioma común
B)   
un gobierno organizado
C)   
un ejército permanente
D)   
tradiciones únicas

9 En Estados Unidos, ¿cuál de las siguientes actividades tiene más probabilidades de ser remunerada por un gobierno
estatal en lugar de por uno nacional?

A)   
aplicación de normas de tránsito
B)   
inspección de productos agrícolas
C)   
mantenimiento de vías interestatales 
D)   
fabricación de satélites espía

10 Un Estado tiene soberanía cuando puede:

A)   
crear y ejecutar leyes libremente
B)   
invadir y tomar el control de cualquier otro estado
C)   
ocupar un área particular de tierra
D)   
castigar a sus ciudadanos por cualquier acción 
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Spanish Ch 01 Foundations of Government
Test Form A

Student Name:  

Student ID:

Date: 

1 Relaciona cada enunciado con su elemento correcto.

 ley de la mayoría  los partidos que representan a la mayoría escriben gran parte de las leyes
 economía mixta  cupones de alimentos o subsidios de alquiler
 sistema federal   el pueblo gobierna directamente o mediante representantes
 Estado  todas las decisiones económicas son tomadas por el gobierno
 estado comunista   una persona hereda el trono y dirige el Estado
 teoría del contrato social  los gobiernos nacionales y estatales comparten el poder
 votar  derecho y responsabilidad de la ciudadanía
 monarquía   combina elementos de capitalismo y socialismo
ayuda económica   los Estados existen para servir a su pueblo
 democracia   comunidad con un gobierno organizado en un territorio

2 ¿Cuál de estas opciones define a Suiza como un Estado soberano? 

A)   
Cuenta con un gobierno central que emite leyes para todo el país.
B)   
Tiene una política estricta de separación entre Iglesia y Estado. 
C)   
Tiene diversidad de regiones delimitadas por distintos idiomas.
D)   
Se ubica en un área que incluye parte de los Alpes. 

3 En 1986, Grecia implementó la descentralización al dividir el país en regiones, cada una con su propia división administrativa.
Antes de 1986, Grecia era más parecida a cuál de estos sistemas: 
 

A)   
sistema autoritario
B)   
confederación
C)   
sistema federal
D)   
sistema unitario

4 La Corporación Federal de Seguro de Depósitos (FDIC, por sus siglas en inglés) es una agencia creada por el Congreso de
los Estados Unidos para controlar y ayudar a las instituciones financieras privadas a proteger a los consumidores. ¿Cuál de
estas funciones del gobierno cumple esta agencia?

A)   
ofrecer ayuda económica
B)   
ofrecer seguridad económica
C)   
ofrecer liderazgo
D)   
ofrecer seguridad nacional
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5 ¿Cuál de estos ejemplos destaca una de las desventajas del sistema federal de gobierno?

A)   
Diversos niveles de gobierno pueden abordar diferentes tipos de problemas.
B)   
Las agencias federales y estatales pueden aliarse para combatir el problema de la falta de vivienda.
C)   
Se aplican leyes ambientales federales más flexibles por encima de leyes estatales más estrictas. 
D)   
Los estados pueden obtener fondos del gobierno federal para proyectos de carreteras.

6 En una verdadera economía de libre mercado, ¿cuál de estos sucesos podría ocurrir?

A)   
No estaría restringido el acceso a los recursos naturales. 
B)   
Las normas de seguridad ofrecerían protección al consumidor. 
C)   
Los grandes contribuyentes recibirían exenciones fiscales.
D)   
Los trabajadores recibirían por ley salarios justos. 

7 Thomas Hobbes afirmaba que la vida sería "brutal, salvaje y breve" sin un Estado o gobierno. Según Hobbes, ¿cuál de estas
funciones del gobierno sería probablemente la más importante? 

A)   
Homenajear a los estados mediante la asignación de flores y otros símbolos estatales. 
B)   
Crear prisiones para encerrar a los criminales y reducir el crimen. 
C)   
Aprobar leyes para fomentar la expansión de las empresas.
D)   
Reducir los impuestos para permitir que las personas retengan más ingresos. 

8 ¿En qué se diferencian los objetivos del socialismo de los del capitalismo?

A)   
El capitalismo es el único que hace hincapié en la posesión privada de negocios. 
B)   
El capitalismo es el único que se esfuerza por dar salarios justos a los trabajadores. 
C)   
El socialismo es el único que tiene por objetivo servir a la sociedad.
D)   
El socialismo es el único que se esfuerza por evitar la intromisión del gobierno. 

9 El presidente de Estados Unidos puede vetar un proyecto de ley aprobado por el Congreso, lo que impide que se convierta en
ley. ¿Este es un ejemplo de cuál principio de la democracia?

A)   
responsabilidad
B)   
control del abuso de poder
C)   
imperio de la ley
D)   
transparencia
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10 ¿Cuál de estas opciones describe un resultado previsible del liberalismo económico?

A)   
condiciones laborales más favorables para los trabajadores
B)   
mayor participación del gobierno en los negocios
C)   
competencia entre los fabricantes por los recursos
D)   
abastecimiento ilimitado de productos de consumo

11 ¿Cuál de las siguientes opciones es un ejemplo de mantenimiento del orden por parte del gobierno?

A)   
Una comunidad construye una planta municipal para el tratamiento de aguas. 
B)   
Los bomberos dictan talleres sobre asientos de seguridad para niños en las estaciones de bomberos. 
C)   
Los oficiales requisan a las personas que entran a un juzgado para verificar si portan armas.
D)   
Durante las festividades, los infantes de marina hacen campañas para recolectar juguetes. 

12 Los Tamil son un grupo étnico con más de 57 millones de personas en todo el mundo. Comparten un idioma y tradiciones
comunes. Cerca de 3.2 millones de tamiles viven en Sri Lanka. Otras poblaciones tamil se ubican en India y pueden
encontrarse emigrantes en la península de Malaca, Birmania, Tailandia, Sudáfrica y otros lugares alrededor del mundo. ¿Por
qué puede considerarse a los tamiles una nación sin Estado? ¿Qué tipo de beneficios pueden recibir los tamiles si se
convierten en un Estado con una Constitución?
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13

El mapa muestra el nivel de libertad en cada país del mundo según los cálculos del organismo protector independiente,
Freedom House. Contrasta los niveles de libertad en China, India y México. Cada uno de estos países tiene su propia
Constitución. ¿En qué podría diferir el propósito de la Constitución en cada país? ¿Qué puedes inferir sobre la forma como
cada Constitución aborda los derechos de los ciudadanos en cada uno de estos países?
 

Impact_DRS_Gr12Gov.indd   65 6/30/2017   8:38:09 AM



You Deliver Educational IMPACT Every Day. 
Your students love learning because of you. Our goal is to help you 
spark the kind of engagement that turns curiosity, knowledge, and  
critical thinking into empowered citizenship. That’s IMPACT. 

Sample the program online: mhecalifornia.com

LE.1017587

Untitled-1   1 6/19/2017   10:41:57 AM




