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Welcome to IMPACT: California Social Studies!
IMPACT: California Social Studies gathers everything you need in one easy-to-use Online Teacher Center. 
Easily manage and organize your classroom, and create engaging lessons, presentations, and assignments. 
The Online Student Center provides students with access to interactive content, empowering greater 
understanding and connection.

Please visit www.mheonline.com/ca-impact-lausd for more information on the digital resources available  
in IMPACT: California Social Studies Online.

For the Teacher:

   Lesson plans and presentations come ready-to-go to save you 
time, or can be easily customized.

   Planning guides provide you with a custom path to use the 
IMPACT resources: digital, print, inquiry or hands-on projects.

   Differentiation strategies and superior ELD support to help you 
reach every learner.

   Discussion and messaging system connects you to students.

   Assessments and reports help you track individual student and 
class progress toward mastery. 

For the Students:

   Compelling essential questions and powerful stories capture 
attention.

   Interactive timelines and maps anchor students in the time and 
place of the narrative and provide global perspectives.

   Relevant videos deliver dynamic commentary to enrich the 
learning experience. 

   Full resource library provides easy access to interactive 
media, infographics, worksheets, graphic novels, and more to 
continuously engage students.

   btw and Election Central sites as well as StudySync® Blasts keep 
students informed of current events and encourage discussion 
on high-interest topics. 
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How to Use the Online Teacher Center
Welcome to the IMPACT: California Online Teacher Center. Here you will access your online lesson plans, 
materials for your students, interactive teaching tools, lesson presentations, assessments, and many 
other teaching resources.

1.   Select Your Program  
Click on a course tile to launch the course’s dashboard.  

2.  Quick Links Menu  

Use this menu to access:
  Files–Upload your own files and then access them under MyFiles.
  Notifications–Get notified every time a student turns in an assignment.
  Messages–Access your Inbox and send messages to your students or other teachers at your school.
  Account Information–Access the Help menu. 

3.  Main Menu  

Use the main menu to access your:
 Dashboard
 Calendar
 Settings–Change the settings for the class 

4.  Student View 

From the Account drop down, you can toggle to the Student View of the class material.



Using Your Class Dashboard
Your Class Dashboard provides access to all the teaching resources for the course.

1.  Main Menu 

Click on the menu icon to expand the left sidebar. Here you will have access to:
  Dashboard: Click on Dashboard to return back to the course homepage.
  Course: View a Table of Contents to navigate to the chapter or lesson  

you are working on.
  Gradebook: Click on Gradebook to access student grades and to grade  

student assignments.
  Calendar: Access your calendar to customize your class’ scope and sequence with 

weekly, monthly and yearly reviews.
  Assignments: Create a variety of assignments and homework to all or select 

students.
  Students: Add students to your class, create groups of students in your class, find 

out the number of missed assignments, and view last time your students logged in.
  Discussions: Communicate with individual or groups of students.
  Reports: Review class or individual student progress against standards, progress 

within the course, and mastery of specific skills.
  Settings: Change the settings for your class.

2.  Online Lesson  
Click on a chapter from the Table of Contents to access the Chapter Planning Page.
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Using Your Online Lesson Plans:  
Chapter Planning Page
On the Chapter Planning Page, you will find a variety of chapter-level resources.

1.  Resource Tabs 

Available at point of use are:
  Course content: Navigation to specific chapters and lessons in the course.
  Resource: A library of all available resources, such as videos, primary resources, 

interactive media, worksheets, projects, and more.
  Glossary: In both English and Spanish.
  Ebook: Downloadable, digital versions of the print student materials.

2.  Chapter Features 

Click on the large tiles to access chapter-level features of the student narrative 
including the Chapter Opener, and an interactive map and timeline.

3.  Chapter Activities and Worksheets 

The smaller tiles gives you access to chapter-level interactive projects, printable 
worksheets, Foldables™, and more. You can also access LearnSmart®, an adaptive 
study tool to assist students with reading comprehension and content retention.
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Using Your Online Lesson Plans:  
Lesson Planning Page
Each lesson plan is divided into sections that follow the teaching cycle: Engage, Teach and  
Assess, and Close and Reflect. The Essential Question starts each lesson, followed by the  
student materials, and content that can be used for presentations.

1.  Table of Contents 

Navigate to your lesson by using the table of contents. Click to open your lesson. 

2.  Lesson Objectives 

At the beginning of each lesson, you will find lesson planning material including 
lesson objectives, the California History-Social Science Standards covered in 
the lesson, a suggested pacing guide, a key for using teacher notes, and a list of 
teaching options in the lesson.

3.  Lesson Topics 

Your lessons are organized into different topics. Each topic starts with a Guiding 
Question.

4.  More Info 

Click on More Info to learn more about each activity, presentation slide, video, 
or worksheet. The Notes include a description, a correlation to the California 
standards, keywords, and other notes about the material.
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Teaching With the Student Material
Lesson plans also contain activities and strategies for using the Student Edition content  
within the lesson. The activities are coded by the type of skills they help develop.

1.  Change Pages 

Use the arrows to navigate from one page to  
the next.

2.  Teaching Notes and Differentiation 

Click to expand Teaching Notes that are embedded within the content. The notes 
include strategies for differentiation that are identified as Approaching Level (AL), 
Beyond Level (BL), and English Language Development (ELD).

3.  Answers 

Answers to all questions in the Student Materials are provided for for teachers  
only at point of use in the interactive versions. Click to open the section and view 
the answer.
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How to Customize Your Classes and Material

1.  Student Material 
You can customize the materials your students see on their class dashboard by 
checking or unchecking the Student Material box on each asset.

2.  Removing Material 
You can remove items from your lesson by making sure the Student Material and 
Teacher Presentation boxes are both unchecked.

3.  Lesson Presentations 

Click Start Teacher Presentation to launch your presentation for the class. You can 
change which elements appear in your presentation by checking or unchecking the 
Teacher Presentation box on each asset. Within the presentation, you can rearrange 
the order of the slides and assets to match how you want to teach. 

4.  Uploading Your Own Resources 

Click Add Content to upload your own resources into My Files. You can then assign 
these resources to your students. You can also add content to your lesson and add 
to your presentation at any time.
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How to Find Resources

1.  Teaching Options List 
At the top of each lesson is a list of resources for the lesson, along with a brief 
description of the resource. You can find the resources by navigating to the chapter 
or lesson. You can quickly identify available worksheets, worksheet answer keys, 
activities, projects, and options to review, assess, remediate, and differentiate.

2.  Resource Library 

You may also search the Resource Library to find additional resources about a topic. 
There are hundreds of additional resources available. Click on Resources to enter 
the library.

3.  Searching Within Resources 

Click on the magnifier symbol to search for a keyword within a piece of content. 
Your results will display in the order it appears in the content with the keyword 
highlighted.
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Using the Online Assessment  
Test Generator
All of the chapter tests and lesson quizzes are available in your assessment area. You can use  
the existing questions, edit them to meet classroom needs, or create your own questions and  
tests using test banks of additional questions or new questions you have written.

1.  Assess 

From the main menu, click on Tests & Quizzes to enter the Online Assessment Center.

2.  Creating Tests 

Click New Test and add questions from your Question Bank or write new questions.
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Creating Assignments
You can quick assign a resource directly from the chapter or lesson as you plan. You can also go to Assignments 
from the Class Dashboard Main Menu to create your own assignments.

Assigning Different  
Reading Levels
Once your classes are set up, you can assign an Approaching Level version of the 
core student material to individual students or groups of students. The Approaching 
Level Reader is written two levels below the On Level versions of core student 
materials.

Spanish Materials
Spanish version of student material are available that you can assign to individual 
students, groups of students, or your entire class.
In addition, all digital assessment questions are available in Spanish.
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