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The Jackson Era

21st Century Skills

Communication: Writing in Expository Style 
Learning the Skill
A fact is a piece of information that can be proved true. For 
example: 

• The Second Bank of the United States was chartered by 
Congress in 1816.

• James Polk was elected president of the United States in 
the election of 1844.

You can prove that both of these sentences are statements of 
fact by looking them up in the appropriate reference book or 
online at a reliable Web site. 

An opinion is a personal belief—what someone thinks or 
feels—that cannot be proved true or false. For example: 

• On March 4, 1841, William Henry Harrison gave the worst 
Inaugural Address in history. 

This statement is an opinion. It is one person’s judgment. 
Whether Harrison’s speech was the worst Inaugural Address in 
history cannot be proved true or false. Another person might 
think the speech was excellent. This opinion does contain 
facts, however. It can be proved that Harrison delivered his 
Inaugural Address on March 4, 1841. That part of the 
statement is a fact. Mixing facts and opinions in one 
statement is a method that people sometimes use to make it 
easier to convince others that something is true. 

As you read or listen, separate facts from opinions by:

• asking, “Where could I go to prove if this is true or not? 
What sources do I know about in the library or online that 
could help me separate the facts from the opinions in this 
book (or story or speech)?”

• looking for words about feelings or beliefs like should, 
would, could, best, greatest, all, every, or always. 

Lesson 3 Jackson and the Bank
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Choose one piece of campaign literature from a candidate for 
office. It could be from a past campaign or from a recent or 
current election. You can use the Internet to locate materials 
from historical campaigns. For recent campaigns, some 
materials will be in print and some will be electronic. For some 
early campaigns, you may have to rely on political cartoons, 
printed posters, and other written material.

Analyze the campaign literature by following these steps: 

1. Describe any photos or other images it contains. 

2. Read all of the text. List any information that is given in 
several places. Why do you think this information is repeated? 

3. Review the literature for facts about the candidate’s 
background and record. Make a list of these facts, as best 
you can. 

4. Review the literature for any information about the 
candidate’s opponent. Make a list of these statements. 
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Practicing the Skill Research three of the statements you listed 
in number 3 or 4 above. Use the Internet and/or the library to get 
your information. Record your findings below. Is the statement 
accurate and true? Is it misleading? Is it a fact or an opinion?

Statement 1 (use quotes)  

Results of your research  

Is the statement fact or opinion?  

Statement 2 (use quotes)  

Results of your research  

Is the statement fact or opinion?  

Statement 3 (use quotes)  

Results of your research  

Is the statement fact or opinion?  

netw  rks



C
opyrigh

t by T
h

e M
cG

raw
-H

ill C
om

pan
ies.

NAME    DATE    CLASS 

The Jackson Era

21st Century Skills Cont.

Applying the Skill
Answer the following questions about the campaign literature.

1. Does it achieve its goal? Will voters have a positive 
reaction to it? Why or why not?

2. How does it use images to create a positive view of the 
candidate? 

3. Is a slogan present? What is it? Do you think people will 
remember it and be more likely to support the candidate? 
Why or why not? 

4. Describe how facts are presented. Are they spread 
throughout, or are they grouped in one place? Why might 
the literature have presented the facts in this way? 

5. What opinions are presented in this literature? 

6. Are any opinions presented as “facts”? Explain.
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