
Name    Date Home Letter

Chapter 9

Looking at Matter

Dear Family,

Our class is beginning to study matter. Children will 
learn that there are three states of matter: solid, 
liquid, and gas. Children will also learn to sort 
matter, recognize properties of matter, and use tools 
to measure matter.

As part of our class study, I will send home 
activities for you to complete together as a family. 
These activities use everyday objects and experiences 
to involve you in your child’s learning. For example, 
you and your child will test solids to see if they 
sink or float, and you and your child will also 
observe water as it shifts between different states of 
matter.

By sharing the questions and explorations in these 
activities with your child, you will reinforce the 
science lessons your child is learning in class. I 
hope that you and your child enjoy 
completing these School to Home 
Activities together!

Thank you very much,

Chapter 9 • Looking at Matter
School to Home Activities
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Carta para
la familia

Nombre    Fecha 

Capítulo 9

Observar la materia

Querida familia:

En clase estamos comenzando ahora a estudiar la 
materia. Los niños van a aprender acerca de los 
tres estados de la materia: el sólido, el líquido 
y el gaseoso. También van a aprender a clasificar 
la materia, a reconocer sus propiedades y a usar 
herramientas para medirla.

Como parte de nuestro estudio en clase, les enviaré 
actividades para que hagan los dos juntos en familia. 
Por medio de objetos y experiencias cotidianas, 
estas actividades lo harán partícipe en el proceso 
de aprendizaje de su niño. Por ejemplo, junto con su 
niño podrán examinar sólidos para ver si flotan o se 
hunden, y también observar el agua a medida que pasa 
por diferentes estados de materia.

Al compartir las preguntas e indagaciones de estas 
actividades con su niño, reforzará las lecciones 
de ciencias que su niño recibe en la 
clase. ¡Espero que disfruten al hacer 
estas actividades juntos! 

Muchísimas gracias,

Capítulo 9 • Observar la materia
Actividades para el hogar
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Name    Date Home 
Activity

Finding Matter

Matter is anything that takes up both 

space and mass. In this activity, you will 

sort matter and describe the properties of 

an object.

What to Do

 1.  Look around your house and find 10 small 

objects.

 2.  Ask an adult family member to help you sort the 

objects. Discuss how you sorted the objects. 

Size, shape, and color are just a few of the ways 

you could sort the objects.

 3.  Next, sort the same objects in a different way. 

Discuss how you chose to sort them this time.

•  household 
objects

You need

Chapter 9 • Looking at Matter Use with Lesson 1
School to Home Activities Describing Matter
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Name    Date Home 
Activity

Choose one of the objects you found in your home. 

Answer the following questions about that object.

What Did You Learn?

 1.  Does your object have matter? What is 

your object?

 

 

 2.  What are some properties of your object? Use 

some of your senses to describe the properties 

of your object.

  looks like: 

  smells like: 

  feels like: 

  sounds like: 

Chapter 9 • Looking at Matter Use with Lesson 1
School to Home Activities Describing Matter
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Name    Date Home 
Activity

Solid Properties

A solid is a kind of matter that has a 

shape of its own. In this lesson, you will 

describe properties of solids.

What to Do

 1.  Find three small solids.

 2.  Use a ruler to measure each solid. 

Record your measurements on the chart.

 3.  Have an adult fill a sink or a small tub with water. 

Next, place each solid in the water to see if it 

floats or sinks. Write sink or float for each solid on 

the chart.

Solid Length
Sink or 

Float?

Other 

Properties

 4.  Discuss with an adult some other properties of 

solids. Write your observations on the chart.

•  small 
household 
items

•  ruler

•  small tub of 
water or water 
in a sink

You need

Chapter 9 • Looking at Matter Use with Lesson 2
School to Home Activities Solids
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Name    Date Home 
Activity

What Did You Learn?

 1. Which solid was longest?

 

 2. Which solid(s) sank?

 

Chapter 9 • Looking at Matter Use with Lesson 2
School to Home Activities Solids
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Name    Date Home 
Activity

Water

A solid is a kind of matter that has a shape 

of its own. A liquid is a kind of matter that 

does not have a shape of its own. A liquid 

will flow if it is not in a container. A gas is 

a kind of matter that we cannot see. In 

this lesson, you will explore how water can be a liquid, 

solid, and a gas.

What to Do

 1.  Take an ice cube from the freezer. Place it in a 

cup or glass and leave it there for an hour. Then 

observe what happened to the ice cube.

 2.  Ask an adult to pour the water from the glass 

into a small pot.

 3.  Have the adult place the pot on the 

stove and heat the water. After 10 

minutes, look at the water. What 

happened to the water level in 

the pot?  Be Careful! 

Stoves are hot.

• an ice cube

•  a cup or glass

•  a small pot

• stove

You need

Chapter 9 • Looking at Matter Use with Lesson 3
School to Home Activities Liquids and Gases
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Name    Date Home 
Activity

What Did You Learn?

 1. What type of matter is the ice cube?

 

 2. What type of matter is the water in the glass?

 

 3.  In step 3, some of the heated water turned into 

which type of matter? Why couldn’t you 

see it?

 

 

Chapter 9 • Looking at Matter Use with Lesson 3
School to Home Activities Liquids and Gases
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