
Plant Doctors 
A WebQuest for Plants 

  
Introduction
Every year hundreds of new plant species are discovered in locations around the world. 
Botanists lead teams of research scientists and volunteers in efforts to discover, 
understand, and protect the diverse plant life on Earth. In this WebQuest, you’ll learn 
about the work of a botanist and create a mock research team to study a new plant.  
 
Task
Newly discovered plant species have value as scientific specimens and may have 
economic value as well. Your task is to assemble a team of botanists to work on a project 
to study a plant that has just been discovered. 
 
Process
Use the resources listed in the Resources section to begin your research. The Web sites 
listed are good starting points, but further Internet research will be necessary. Record 
your answers to the following questions. You'll use them to create a plan for your team.   

1. What is a botanist? 
2. What level of education does a botanist need? 
3. Who hires botanists? 
4. In what parts of the world are botanists working to discover new plant 

species? 
5. How many different plant species are estimated to exist? 
6. How do researchers collaborate? 

Use a concept map to organize information for your project plan. Connect each team 
position to information about that position’s specialization, educational background, and 
potential contributions.  

Team Roles and Assignments
After completing your research, develop a plan for your team of botanists. You need to 
decide how many individuals you will include, what areas of specialization they will 
represent, and the major goals you hope to achieve as a team. Use presentation software 
to create a slide show that features your plan, and share it with the class. 

Resources 
Botanical Society of America
Plant Species Numbers
Example of a Collaborative Research Plan
Plant Research
  
 
 
 

http://www.botany.org/bsa/careers/
http://www.bgci.org/ourwork/1521/
http://tpss.hawaii.edu/sm-crsp/
http://www.kew.org/science/


Evaluation
Read this rubric to see how you will be scored on the WebQuest activity. 
 

Criteria Points 
 0 5 10 15  

       Task 
The task  
was not 
attempted. 

 It appears 
that the  
task was 
attempted 
but was not 
completed. 

The task was 
completed as 
assigned, but 
information 
was not 
detailed. 

The task was 
completed as 
assigned. The 
plan reflected 
understanding 
of the field of 
botany. 

 

Process 
The process 
was not 
followed. 

The process 
was 
followed, 
but the 
questions 
were not 
answered 
correctly. 

The process 
was followed 
and all 
questions 
were 
completed. 

Research was 
completed in 
great depth, 
and thorough 
knowledge of 
the topic was 
evident from 
the concept 
map. 

 

Presentation 

The 
presentation 
was not 
completed. 

Presentation 
was 
completed 
but lacked 
clarity. 

A variety of 
specializations
was included 
in the plan. At 
least one team 
goal was 
mentioned. 

The 
presentation 
demonstrated 
deep 
understanding 
of the field. 
Plan was well 
organized and 
detailed; team 
goals were 
clear.  

 

Total Points  
 
 


