
Making the Case 
A WebQuest for Forensic Palynology 

 
Introduction 
Forensic science is the use of scientific knowledge and procedures to answer questions 
for the legal system. A familiar example is the use of unique human fingerprints to track 
and identify criminals. Written records describe forensic evidence used to solve a murder 
as early as the year 1248. Centuries later, we rely on forensics more than ever to help 
solve crimes. DNA, hair samples, and teeth are just a few of the materials routinely 
analyzed by forensic scientists.  
 
Task 
In this WebQuest, you’ll learn how pollen can be used as evidence in a criminal 
investigation. Your task is to use what you’ve learned about forensic methods to persuade 
a judge to admit pollen studies as evidence in a criminal trial. 
 
Process 
Use the resources listed in the Resources section to begin your research. The Web sites 
listed are good starting points, but further Internet research will be necessary. Record 
your answers to the following questions. You will use this information to write a 
persuasive speech. 

 
1. What are the analytical methods used in forensic science? 
2. What is forensic palynology? 
3. Why can pollen be used as evidence? 
4. When was the first known use of forensic palynology? 
5. How is the acceptance of new forensic techniques gained? 

 
Speech 
Use what you have learned about the field of forensic palynology to introduce its use in a 
U.S. court of law. Write a persuasive speech to request that a judge consider pollen 
studies admissible evidence in a criminal trial. Reference what you have learned about 
the development of other modern forensic techniques in your request. If you have the 
opportunity, give your speech in class. 
 
Resources 
History of Forensics
DNA Forensics
Palynology at Kew Gardens
U.S. Department of Justice
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://historyofforensics.com/
http://www.ornl.gov/sci/techresources/Human_Genome/elsi/forensics.shtml
http://www.kew.org/science/palyn.html
http://www.justice.gov/


Evaluation 
Read this rubric to see how you will be scored on the WebQuest activity. 
 

Criteria Points 
 0 5 10 15  

       Task 
The task was 
not 
attempted. 

 It appears 
that the task 
was 
attempted 
but was not 
completed. 

The task was 
completed as 
assigned, but 
some 
information 
was missing 
or 
inaccurate. 

The task was 
completed as 
assigned. The 
position was 
clearly 
articulated. 

 

Process 
The process 
was not 
followed. 

The process 
was 
followed, 
but the 
questions 
were not 
answered 
correctly. 

The process 
was 
followed and 
all questions 
were 
completed. 

Research was 
completed in 
great depth. 
Information 
from research 
was used in the 
speech. 

 

Speech Speech was 
not written. 

Speech was 
written but 
purpose was 
not clear. 

Speech was 
well 
organized 
but had 
limited 
detail. 

The speech was 
well organized 
and detailed 
information 
was given to 
support the 
position. 

 

Total Points  
 


