
Guided Support 15 MINUTES

HANDS-ON

Materials
• Connecting cubes (19 per student)
•  Empty egg carton (cut 2 of the 12 egg holders from the end of the 

carton to create a 10-egg carton; 1 per student)

Begin the Activity
Give one 10-egg carton to each student. Identify each of the 10 sections that 
hold eggs. How many egg holders are in the carton? 10 Have students count 
each section to check their answers. Give 10 cubes to each student. How many 
cubes in all? 10 Have students count each cube to check their answers. How 
many cubes will you use to fill the egg carton if you place one cube in each egg 
holder? How do you know? Sample answer: I will use all 10 cubes to fill the egg 
carton. I know because I had 10 cubes and I put one cube in each holder until 
the carton was full. Have students empty the cubes from the cartons.

Give students one more cube, for a total of 11 cubes. Count the cubes. How 
many cubes do you have in all? 11 Fill the carton with cubes, placing one cube 
in each egg holder. How many cubes filled the egg carton? 10 Did you use all 
the cubes to fill the carton? Explain your answer. Sample answer: No, I used 10 
of the cubes to fill the carton. There is one cube left over. We can say that there 
is a group of ten cubes and one left over, or 10 and some more. 

Repeat the process having students work with other numbers, 12 through 19.

Conclude the Activity
Have students show different numbers of connecting cubes (from 11 to 19) by 
grouping 10 cubes and then showing the left-over cubes as some more. Have 
students explain how they made a group of 10 and the left-over ones.

Questions
• How many cubes do you need to fill the carton? 10 Give students nine 

cubes. If you have nine cubes, do you have enough cubes to fill the carton? 
no Show and explain how you know. Sample answer: I place all the cubes 
into the carton and count them. There are only nine cubes. I cannot fill the 
carton with only nine cubes. I need 10 cubes to make a group of 10.

• Give students 14 cubes. If you have 14 cubes, do you have enough to fill the 
carton? Show and explain how you know. Sample answer: Yes, I place all the 
cubes in the carton and count them. There are 10. The left over four cubes 
do not fit in the carton. I have a group of 10 and some more.

Goal Students will model numbers 11 to 19 by bundling a ten and 
some more.

Model Tens and Ones (11–19)
L E S S O N
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