
 
Course Name: DMAT 0305 Developmental 
Math; DMAT 0310 Intermediate Algebra

Implementation: Hybrid redesign; online

Course Setup: ALEKS 360 with Miller 
Beginning & Intermediate Algebra

Avge Enrollment: 24 on campus; 42 online

Prior to Using ALEKS 
The state of Texas changed the placement test and 
the rules governing it. There are also new and copious 
exemptions for placement testing. These changes resulted 
in more under-prepared students in mathematics classes, 
both developmental and college-level. We had been 
using MyMathLab for several years, but under-prepared 
students were struggling.

Why We Chose ALEKS
We were attracted to ALEKS because of the ability to 
roll prerequisites into the course and meet students 
where they are mathematically. The science behind the 
truly adaptive nature of ALEKS ‘sealed the deal’ for us; 
the Ready to Learn paradigm is unique and allows each 
student to legitimately have their own learning path.

Our Experience with ALEKS
Our overall experience with ALEKS has been positive. 
It truly meets students where they are mathematically. 
Professor Mary Merchant noted, “I am fielding fewer 
content questions from students, which, I believe, is 
because they are never presented with material they are 
not ready to learn.” While some students are frustrated 
after their Initial Knowledge Check when they realize 
how little they know, many comment that they have never 
learned as much in another math course. In addition, Julie 
Miller’s attention to detail, stellar videos, and calming 
presence eases our minds with regard to the textbook 
presentation of course material.

“ALEKS truly meets students where 
they are mathematically. The science 
behind the adaptive nature of ALEKS 
‘sealed the deal’ for us.”
– Mary Merchant, Professor
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How We Use ALEKS

How Our Students  
Feel About ALEKS

Overall, every student except one 
was very positive about ALEKS. 
Our student surveys documented 
an overall positive approach to 
learning mathematics. 

“In general, students enjoy 
work in ALEKS. It doesn’t feel 
like homework, and they enjoy 
the organization of the ALEKS 
pie. Developmental students 
are not quick to offer unsolicited 
thanks to their instructors, but 
the lack of complaints this past 
semester is enough for me to 
know we made the right deci-
sion with ALEKS.”

–Professor Mary Merchant

How We Structure our ALEKS Classes
In the on-campus class, students are in a lab arranged in eight “pods” that each 
have three computers. Classes meet twice a week for 1 hour and 20 minutes. The 
online course has students working through the material on their own. Grading is 
comprised of attendance (10%), time in ALEKS (10%), mastery of ALEKS course 
topics (55%), and the final exam in ALEKS (25%). The grading system for the 
online course is slightly different. 

Our Success with ALEKS
DMAT 0305 had a passing rate of 56% for the fall of 2015, which, as Professor 
Merchant states, “is incredible considering slightly less than half of the 
students enrolled should have been in the lower developmental courses we no 
longer offer.” The success of the students is attributed not only to the ALEKS 
methodology, but how the courses were setup. The students’ experience in 
ALEKS was low stress since the only true grade they receive as a measure of 
performance is the final exam.  

There is a clear consistency between exams, ALEKS homework, and final grades. ALEKS assures 
that students have mastered the material; thereby building confidence when exam time comes.
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