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Detailed Changes 

New coverage of transfer. Transfer strategies are highlighted throughout, including an entirely 
new section in Chapter 1 that answers the question “Why study composition?” by describing 
the transferable skills students will learn in the writing course. Special emphasis is also given to 
writing situations beyond college, including writing for social media and drafting emails for 
professional purposes.  
 
New and revised student sample assignments. Three new sample papers on contemporary 
topics demonstrate successful informative and persuasive strategies, and two revised 
examples feature updated research and citations that students can learn from and model. An 
expanded and updated section on portfolio creation includes a new annotated sample 
ePortfolio geared toward outcomes.  
 
Greater emphasis on multimodal assignments. Six assignment chapters offer guidelines for 
writing that informs, analyzes, and argues in different settings, including expanded coverage of 

 

List of 
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multimodal writing. A Writer’s Resource now also provides instruction for repurposing material 
created for a formal assignment, including how to present the same material to multiple 
audiences.  
 
Updated box features. Throughout the sixth edition, the following practice boxes highlight the 
skills students gain in the composition course: 
 

The Evolving Situation provides guidance on navigating a range of writing situations, 
such as those introduced by new media and technologies;  
Navigating through College and Beyond supports the transfer of writing practices to 
situations across the disciplines and outside the classroom;  
 
Know the Situation and Consider Your Situation provide opportunities for practice in 
identifying and responding to different writing situations;  
 
Checklists on topics ranging from editing a paper to planning a Web site help students 
apply what they have learned to their own writing assignments.  

 
 
Chapter Changes 
 
Chapter 1, Writing across the Curriculum and beyond College  

• New section introduces students to the concept of transfer and explains how the skills 
they gain in the composition course can be applied to other disciplines and other areas 
of their lives  

 
Chapter 2, Writing Situations  

• Updated coverage of the core outcomes of successful writing  
• Updated coverage of multimodal assignments in addition to a broader discussion of, and 

genres that benefit from, multimedia elements  
• New guidelines for writing e-mail for academic and professional purposes  
• Updated explanation of virtual classrooms and course management software  

 
Chapter 5, Planning and Shaping  

• Expanded coverage of assessing writing situations  
• Additional practice for applying multimodal elements in professional scenarios  

 
Chapter 6, Drafting Text and Visuals  

• New examples of photos and illustrations and updated example of a visual that 
compares and contrasts  

 
Chapter 8, Designing Academic Texts and Portfolios  

• Updated instruction around portfolio creation emphasizes ePortfolios and the 
importance of the introductory reflective text  

• New annotated student example of an ePortfolio geared toward outcomes  
 
 



Chapter 9, Informative Reports  
• New sample informative report on Olympic doping by a health and human performance 

major  
 
Chapter 10, Interpretive Analyses and Writing about Literature  

• New sample student interpretive analysis of Iranian poet Mohsen Emadi’s poem 
“Losses”  

 
Chapter 11, Arguments  

• New example of an argument posed by a public-service image on the topic of violence 
against women  

• Revised sample student proposal on the topic of cyberbullying includes updated 
research and citations  

 
Chapter 12, Other Kinds of Assignments  

• New examples demonstrate using a conversational tone in an essay and connecting 
your experience to a larger issue  

 
Chapter 13, Oral Presentations  

• New sample PowerPoint slides for a presentation on the topic of cyberbullying  
 
Chapter 15, Service Learning and Community-Service Writing  

• New example of a well-designed newsletter  
 
Chapter 18, Understanding Research  

• Updated coverage for researching using online sources  
 
Chapter 19, Finding and Managing Print and Online Sources  

• Updated discussion of exploring online communication  
 
Chapter 20, Finding and Creating Effective Visuals, Audio Clips, and Videos  

• Updated coverage of selecting the appropriate graphics for displaying data accurately, 
including new examples of effective and ineffective use of graphs and charts  

• Searching from appropriate images in online and print sources  
 
Chapter 21, Evaluating Sources  

• Entirely new section on identifying and eradicating fake news from academic research 
and social media posts  

 
Chapter 24, Working with Sources and Avoiding Plagiarism  

• New sample bibliography notecards and annotated bibliography  
• New sample annotated Web page printout  
• New examples of taking notes on a research journal  
• New section on paraphrasing for multiple audiences  
• New examples of integrating quotations and summarizing information from sources  

 



MLA Documentation Style  
• Updated examples of in-text citations  
• Brief introduction to the container concept as presented in the 8th edition of the MLA 

Handbook  
• In keeping with the 8th edition, specific citation examples are reorganized by types of 

sources  
• New student sample informative research paper on the topic of fake news  

 

APA Documentation Style  
• Updated examples of in-text citations  
• Reorganization of specific citation examples by source type  
• New student sample research paper informs on the use of performance-enhancing 

drugs by Olympic athletes  
 
Chicago and CSE Documentation Styles  

• Updated examples of in-text citations  
• Reorganization of specific citation examples by source type  
• New excerpt from a research paper on the topic of fake news  

 
Grammar  

• Updated examples throughout, including updates to the Grammar Checker feature  
 
 


