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Potential Grant-funded activities 

 
Community involvement activities that lead to priorities for Brownfields 
cleanup, reuse and revitalization 
 
Research into existing conditions of the neighborhood, such as: 

• Brownfields economic research and market analysis 

• Infrastructure and other improvements  

• Environmental conditions, including local health risks 

• Alignment with other planning and revitalization efforts in the 

project area  
 
Detailed area-wide plan, including: 

• Specific strategies for assessment, cleanup, and reuse 

• Investments to support sustainable development 

• Implementation strategies, including actions, resources,  

          and partners responsible for implementation 
 
Technical assistance that builds local community capacity for a wide 
range of neighborhood stakeholders 

The Greater Portland Council of Governments and the City of Portland are applying for a $200,000 Brownfields Area-Wide Plan-
ning Grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to develop a neighborhood plan for East Bayside.  This EPA grant will 
build on previous planning work, including the American Institute of Architect’s Sustainable Design Assessment Program, which 
sponsored a national team of urban planners and architects who visited East Bayside in 2010 to host a series of community conversa-
tions about improving the neighborhood.   

For over a century, East Bayside functioned as an industrial 

district served first by ship, then railroad, and now truck.  This 

legacy not only displaced residential uses, but limited property 

values, making Bayside a haven of affordability for new immi-

grants.  In 1965, the construction of Kennedy Park provided 

affordable housing for 160 low-to-moderate income families.  

However, this residential enclave was isolated in the 1970’s by 

the construction of Interstate 295 and the Franklin Arterial, 

which cut off pedestrian access to Back Cove and the down-

town. Still today, East Bayside is the poorest and most racially 

diverse Census tract in the city, if not the state.  

 

 As Portland’s metropolitan area grew, industrial uses in East 

Bayside moved off the peninsula to suburban locations with 

more space and convenient highway access.  Of the neighbor-

hood’s 130 acres, 17% might be considered “Brownfields” 

sites where redevelopment is constrained by real or perceived 

environmental stigmas associated with an industrial past, in-

cluding vacant, dilapidated and blighted structures as well as 

warehouses, gas stations, parking lots, auto repair shops, 

maintenance facilities, and distribution terminals.  With high 

ceilings and loading docks, many of these buildings have been 

reclaimed as artist studios, recreational facilities, and food 

enterprises.  These new uses are also attracting private invest-

ment, such as market rate housing.  Other community assets 

have emerged in the neighborhood, including the East Bayside 

Neighborhood Association, Root Cellar, East End Children’s 

Workshop, Boyd Street Urban Farm, New Mainers Resource 

Center, Kennedy Park Tenant Council, Portland Community 

Policing Center, and Mayo Street Arts Center plus dozens of 

places where food, sports, arts, and culture mix.  Through the 

Brownfields Area-Wide Planning Grant, we will galvanize these 

assets and channel their energy toward the creation of a new 

vision, plan, and zoning district for the neighborhood. 


