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!
Part 5: The Secret To Playing Piano By Ear! !

Part 5 is where most students experience a huge “light bulb” moment. In this 

issue of  my practice guide I’ll be covering the relationship between melody notes 

and chords. 
!
Using Sheet Music To Train Your Ear 
!
Understanding the relationship between melody and chords is the key to 

learning my system of  playing piano by ear, which is why I use EZ Read sheet 

music. 

!
• EZ Read sheet music allows you to see the actual letter  

        names of  the melody notes and the chords, thereby making  
        it so much easier for me to teach you the most important  
        aspect of  playing piano by ear.  

!
For Example: Let’s say a song is in the key of  C major, and you have a group 

of  melody notes such as: C C C D E 

!
My first chord choice would be a C major chord.  

!
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Why? Because 4 out of  the 5 melody notes that I just listed are actual notes 

from the C major chord, which is a 3-note chord consisting of  a C, E and G. Only 

one note, (the D), is not in the C major chord. Seeing the letter names displayed in 

the middle of  each note head just makes this process quicker and easier. 

!
And since the C major chord is one of  the three most common chords in the 

key of  C major, it’s always going to be the first chord that I try to match up with a 

melody line. 

!
The second most popular chord in the key of  C is a G7 chord, which is a  

4-note chord consisting of  a G, B, D and F. The G7 is the dominant 7th chord in 

the key of  C major. (I’ll talk more about dominant 7th chords a little later). 

!
What if  you have a group of  melody notes such as: G F E D, and the chord 

that goes with this group of  melody notes is the next to last chord of  the song?  
 
What would be the most logical chord choice in this situation? 

!
• Looking at the relationship between the 4 melody notes and  

        the G7 chord, it’s easy to see that 3 out of  the 4 melody notes  
        are actual notes from the G7 chord, which would make it my  
        first choice of  chords. 

!
Of course, 2 out of  the 4 melody notes would also indicate that a  

C major chord might work, as well — but it would be my second choice. 

!
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However, because it’s the next to last chord of  the song, and the dominant 7th 

chord is normally found in this exact location of  a song, the G7 is a more logical 

choice. Knowing this little musical secret is imperative, but knowing how chords 

work at specific times throughout a song, and how they work with each 

other, is just as important. I cover this technique in great detail throughout my 

Play Piano By Ear Super Course. 

!
Once you know how chords work, and I mean how they really work — 

then playing by ear becomes almost too easy. I say this because most students can 

figure out a single note melody line with a little practice, but hearing chords is 

significantly more difficult — which is why my coverage of  chords in my piano 

super course is so extensive. 

!
Lesson Assignment 

!
As I mentioned earlier, this is the lesson where many of  my private and online 

piano students begin to see the relationship between the right hand melody notes 

and the left hand chords. 

!
This lesson is very easy. After you download the sample EZ Read Sheet 

Music and the Answer Key, compare the notes in the right hand melody to the 

chords in each measure.  

!
The song example in this lesson is fairly straightforward, so you shouldn’t have 

any trouble seeing, and then matching up the chords and the melody notes.  
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Click the link below or copy and paste it into your web browser to download 

your next Play By Ear assignment. 

 
http://www.easy-chord-piano-lessons.com/the-secret-to-playing-piano-by-ear.html 

!
For students who plan to continue the self-teaching approach, your 

next step should be to get your hands on as much sheet music as you can and start 

examining the melody notes and matching them up to their corresponding	

chords. Developing this “chord/melody knowledge” will strengthen your ear to an 

extremely high level. 

!
• You will more than likely be using traditional sheet music, so you’ll need to 

do a google search for a music staff  displaying the names of  each note on the 

treble and bass clefs. If  you look on pages 2 and 3 in part 4 of  my practice 

guide, you’ll see the treble and bass clefs displaying all of  the notes that are on 

the music staff.  

!
In addition, you’ll need treble and bass clefs displaying the letter 

names of  the notes that are written above and below each staff. 
  

To learn more about my piano super course, click the link below or copy and 

paste the link into your favorite web browser. 

!
http://www.easy-chord-piano-lessons.com/play-piano-by-ear.html 
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