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Playing Piano By Ear Practice Guide 

Chord Style Piano Made Easy 
!
If  you remember from my online 3-Step Tutorial, Step 1 consisted of  learning the 

12 major chords and the 12 minor chords. In an effort to jump start your training, 

I’m going to suggest that you learn just two chords for now: the C major chord and the 

inverted G7 chord. I’ll talk more about these two chords later. 

!
The 2 Most Common Approaches To Ear Training 
!
Before I get started, let me briefly explain how most ear-training courses work. 

There are basically two approaches, and unless you can commit to an hour of  tedious 

listening exercises every day, your chances of  success are not very good. 

!
First, you have the relative pitch approach, also called interval training. This is 

where you play a single note on the piano, followed by another note. The distance 

between these two notes is called an interval.  

!
This method of  ear training requires you to listen to one specific interval over and 

over until you think you have it memorized. After you have one interval learned, you start 

listening to another, and so forth. There are a number of  flaws to this method, but I won’t 

bore you with the details. Suffice it to say,  interval training has been known to work for 

the extremely dedicated student. 

!1PLAYING PIANO BY EAR - PART 1



!
Second, you have the perfect pitch approach. Having this skill gives you the ability 

to name any note played without the help of  an instrument. Statistics reveal that about  
1 in every 15,000 people have this ability.  

!
• Research has shown that people with this extraordinary ability  

        were born with it. 

!
Of  course, that won’t stop people from claiming that they’ve developed some new 

technique, or breakthrough method that will allow you to harness this great ability for 

yourself. 

!
Hogwash. It’s pure nonsense.  

!
With all of  the information on the Internet theses days, you’d think I’d be able to 

find just a few people, or just 1 legitimate person, who has signed up for one of  these 

breakthrough perfect pitch training courses — but I can’t find one legitimate testimonial 

from someone who has experienced any degree of  success with perfect pitch ear training. 

!
It would be awesome if  was possible, but I have yet to see a shred of  proof  to 

corroborate the claims that anyone can develop perfect pitch, and I am always 

researching new and innovative techniques to improve my own teaching method. So, if  it 

was possible to develop perfect pitch, I would know. 

!
!
!
!
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My 3-Step Process! 
!
Step 1: Learn the 12 major and 12 minor chords. 

Step 2: Learn how to read sheet music — quickly! 

Step 3: Learn the relationship between the right-hand melody and the left-hand  
                     chords. 

!
By now, you’ve read and seen the testimonials from some of  my former students. It’s 

important that you believe, and take what they have said, seriously — because, believing 

them will help you believe that it will work for you, as well.  

!
Belief  is a strong emotion. Of  course, so is doubt. 

!
If  there is any doubt in your mind that you can learn how to play piano by ear, 

then you’re really not getting started on the best foot, so to speak.  

!
So, to help you believe that this will definitely happen for you, I have to help you 

achieve a few small successes. 

!
Starting Simple 
Building On Small Successes 

!
I realize that no one wants to start simple. When I started to learn how to play piano 

by ear, I had already been playing piano for 15 years. Even though I didn’t really consider 

myself  accomplished at the age of  19, I was still able to play some fairly difficult classical 

pieces. 

!
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Going back and learning simple 2-chord songs like “It’s Raining, It’s Pouring” 

seemed a little beneath me, but the guy who was teaching me to play by ear suggested 

that I should try learning just one simple song — if  I thought it was too easy after the first 

lesson, then he’d assign something a little more challenging. 

!
Well — I wish I could tell you that I knocked that simple song out in a heartbeat, but 

that didn’t happen. Turns out, I had a lot to learn. It also turns out that going back 

and starting simple was a good way to move forward. 

!
I remember my first two assignments were “It’s Raining, It’s Pouring”, and “Row, 

Row, Row Your Boat”. While I was able to accomplish both assignments, I did discover a 

few things during those first two songs. 

!
First, my ear had a long way to go, or so I thought at the time.  

!
I was actually able to pick up the pace after the first 12 lessons or so, but I had to go 

back to the drawing board to learn the basics of  playing by ear. 

!
Keep in mind, this was right around the time when I was learning the chord 

method, so I had a lot to learn about chords and melodies, and my ear had some growing 

to do, as well. 

!
Second, I had discovered after about 8 weeks of  instruction that it was 

absolutely possible for me to learn how to play piano by ear. But — to do so meant 

eating a little humble pie for a while. 

!
Actually, it wasn’t that bad.  

!
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I can still remember how excited I was when I had finally learned my first song by 

ear. I had never learned a song like this before. I was a sheet music guy, that’s the way I 

was taught for 13 years — playing without sheet music was a novelty, and I still remember 

the doubt that I felt at the beginning.  

!
I needed the small successes that I got from learning those simple songs. 

It was those small successes that gradually built up my confidence so I could 

start learning more challenging songs. 

!
Even though the first dozen songs or so were simple 2-chord and 3-chord songs, I 

still felt a sense of  accomplishment that I had never experienced before.  It was an 

amazing feeling. In fact, I got more enjoyment from learning “It’s Raining, It’s 

Pouring” by ear, than I ever did from learning a Beethoven Sonata using sheet music.  

!
Your First Assignment 

Click the link below to learn your first song by ear. And if  you haven’t guessed by 

now — your first assignment is: “It’s Raining, It’s Pouring”. 

!
Play By Ear Lesson #1 

http://www.easy-chord-piano-lessons.com/sample-video-lessons-link-page.html 

!
!
!

!
!
!
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