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     Why are chords so important?	


!
     This is the most common question that I get from students, especially 
as it relates to playing piano by ear, and the simplest answer that I can 
give is this: Melody needs a counterpart to set up a relationship. 

!
If  you think about it in human terms, you can only have a 
relationship when there are two parties involved.  

!
In musical terms, those two parties are melody and harmony — also 
known as chords. 

!
The basic definition of  a chord is when two or more notes 
are played at the same time. 

!
Most adults can learn and play 3-note chords fairly easily. 
Kids, depending on their age, do better starting out with 2-note 
chords.	
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     If  you remember from the 3-Step Tutorial that you read on our 
web site, the key to playing piano by ear is understanding the relation-
ship between the melody, which is commonly played on the piano with 
your right hand, and the chords, which are commonly played with your 
left hand. 

!
What is a chord?	


!
Simple: It’s harmony.	


!
Okay, what is harmony?	


!
     Once again, very simple: Harmony, is when two parties get along, or in 
our case, when the melody and the chords get along. In other words, they 
work well together.	


!
Teaching Yourself	


!
     If  you are going to teach yourself  how to play piano by ear, then you have 
to become extremely comfortable playing a simple, single-note melody line 
with your right hand, and basic 3-note chords with your left hand.	


!
     We can complicate things later, but for now, if  you’re brand new to playing 
the piano, or just new to playing simple chord/melody arrangements, 
then your main goal should be to learn at least a half-dozen 2-chord songs in 
the key of  C major.	
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!
     If  you were able to run through the video lesson from part 1, then you 
now know the two chords that you should be concentrating on — the 3-note 
C major chord, and the 3-note inverted G7 chord.  

!
     If  you haven’t gone through video lesson 1, then click the link below to 
start learning “It’s Raining, It’s Pouring” in the key of  C.	


!
http://www.easy-chord-piano-lessons.com/sample-video-lessons-link-page.html 

!
     If  the link above doesn’t work when you click on it, just copy and paste it 
into your favorite browser. I’ll give you your next assignment in a 
moment.	


!
Simple Chord/Melody Arrangements	

!
     The piano is really the only instrument that allows you to play a single note 
in one hand and a few notes in the other hand, and yet produces such a full, 
professional sounding arrangement.	


The piano puts out such a rich sound with the minimal 
amount of  input.  

 
     There is no other instrument like it, and I am extremely fortunate to be 
able to teach this instrument on a full time basis.  

!

!3PLAYING PIANO BY EAR - PART 2



     Not a day goes by that I don’t get to either play it, listen to it, create an 
arrangement for it, (simple or complicated), or just flat out appreciate it.	


!
I love what I do, so I rarely take a day off. It’s why I am always 
looking for a way to improve my teaching methods so I can make it 
easier for each new student.	


!
     I’ve been teaching piano for 25 years, and chord-style piano for 15 years, 
and I know what it takes to learn this instrument.  

!
And while it is absolutely possible to learn how to play chord-style 
piano by ear in a relatively short period of  time, (12 months or less), 
there are many pitfalls along the way.	


!
If  you are going to achieve the success that many of  my students 
have experienced, then you need to be aware of  these pitfalls.  

!
This is why I created my online super course, and it’s why I created EZ 
Read Sheet Music. My goal is to take the guesswork out of  it for all of  my 
students.	


!
     The biggest pitfall — the one thing that forces most students to throw in 
the towel within the first 12 to 18 months of  lessons, is sheet music.	


!
• Trying to learn how to read traditional music notation takes years. 

Now, combine that with the busy schedule of  the average piano 
student today, (child or adult), and you have a recipe for failure.	
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!
     I’ve been teaching piano for a long time, and I’ve seen students 
discontinue lessons due to activity overload way too many times. 
And this is just one of  the pitfalls that you will encounter.	


!
     I was fortunate as a kid. After-school activities were not as organized as 
they are today, or after-work activities, if  you are an adult student. I tell you 
all of  this because it takes years of  instruction to learn how to read traditional 
music notation.	


!
 It requires a good 45 minutes to an hour of  practice every day 
for a good 3 to 5 years to really digest everything involved 
with traditional sheet music — and that’s if  you’re a fast learner.	


!
     It will take a little bit longer if  you’re a slow learner. I was one of  the slow 
learners, but I stuck with it and had absolutely no other activity to distract me 
from studying the piano.	


!
     So now you have a better picture as to why I am putting such a great 
emphasis on using EZ Read Sheet Music with all of  my students. It will 
eliminate the 5-year learning curve.  

!
It’s my way of  removing the biggest obstacle that you will 
face. But keep in mind, EZ Read sheet music is just a tool to 
help you learn how to play by ear.	


!
     Once you know how to play piano by ear, you’ll never have to rely on 
sheet music again.  
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     Now I’m not saying you won’t use sheet music ever again — I’m just 
saying you won’t be dependent on it, which will make a lot more sense a few 
months from now.	


!
     So, combine my EZ Read Sheet Music and the practice requirements of  
about 10 to 15 minutes a day, and you have the perfect recipe for 
excelling in chord-style piano!	


!
Lesson Assignment #2	


      
     I actually have two assignments for you in this practice guide. First, click 
the link below to download a few of  my EZ Read sheet music samples.	


!
http://www.easy-chord-piano-lessons.com/ez-read-sheet-music-samples.html!

!
(copy and paste the link above into your browser if  it doesn’t work as a 
clickable link)  

 
     Now, if  you’re a complete beginner, then you may not be ready for some 
of  these arrangements, but that shouldn’t stop you from having a little fun 
with them. Who knows, you may surprise yourself. My private students are 
surprising me all of  the time.	


!
     One of  my 10-year-old students who has been using EZ Read Sheet Music 
for about a year and a half  now is knocking out Billy Joel songs as if  they 
were simple little nursery rhythms — and this is from a student who struggled 
with traditional sheet music.	
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!
     If  I hadn’t switched him over to EZ Read sheet music, he never 
would have discovered his ability to play piano, or to play by ear. 

!
     Even if  you just pluck out a few bars of  each song, that’s more than you 
would be able to do with traditional sheet music, and you’ll get a small taste 
of  what it feels like to play something a little more advanced — even if  it’s 
just a few notes — but my experience tells me that you’ll be able to 
play a great deal more.	


!
     So if  you’re going to teach yourself  how to play piano, then your second 
assignment will help get you used to researching the different types of  chords.	


!
After you’ve downloaded some or all of  my EZ Read Sheet Music, look at the 
chord symbols displayed above each music staff.	


!
Here are a few of  the chord symbols that you will see...	


A 

D  

F#m	


C 

Fmaj7 

Bb 

Eb 
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Cm  !
     Except for the Fmaj7 chord, these are all 3-note chords. These are the 
chords that you should be learning. Therefore, your second assignment is to 
google each one of  these chord symbols, find the notes that make up these 
chords, and then sit down at the piano and try playing them.	


!
Don’t be too concerned if  you can’t play all of  them perfectly. Just 
take your time and enjoy the process. Learning chord-style piano is 
do-able.	


!
     If  a 10-year-old can learn “Honesty” by Billy Joel or “Bohemian 
Rhapsody” by Queen, then anyone can learn this method, and these are 
challenging songs, with complex chord progressions.	


!
Remember, I do this 7 days a week. I know what works and I know 
what doesn’t work when it comes to chord-style piano. I 
promise that I will not make any claims that are unreasonable. All I ask 
is that you don’t create unreasonable expectations for yourself. This is 
another big pitfall that I’ll cover in the next issue.	


!
     I will send you Part 3 of  my Playing Piano By Ear Practice Guide in 
a few days. For now, click the link on page 6 to download my EZ Read sheet 
music samples and start getting excited about playing the piano — because it 
will happen.  

!
     No one is more committed than myself  to making this method as easy as 
possible. If  you follow my guide like the 10-year-old I just mentioned, then 

!8PLAYING PIANO BY EAR - PART 2



you will achieve your goal of  playing piano by ear. I promise — you are in 
good hands!	
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