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Part 3: Playing Piano By Ear Practice Guide !
!
How do you avoid unreasonable expectations? 
!
This is another pitfall that you must avoid if  you are going to succeed at chord-style 

piano, and the best way to avoid this trap is to not compare yourself  with anyone else. 

!
This is why I’m always a bit reluctant to place testimonials on my 

website because it creates an instant expectation that not everyone may be 

able to live up to.  

!
Testimonials are good in one way, because you can see the results that someone else 

has received from a certain product or service, but at the same time, if  you don’t see the 

same results in the same time frame, then it’s easy to get discouraged and start believing 

that you won’t ever experience the same results. 

!
Remember the 10-year-old who I talked about in the previous issue — well, he 

totally washed out of  traditional piano, and struggled for the first 12 months of  using  
EZ Read sheet music. If  he had quit in month 12 because of  certain expectations, then 

he never would have experienced the dramatic “Light-Bulb” moment in month 13. And 

that’s exactly what it was — it was like one day piano was difficult, and the next day it was 

easy. It happened so fast, it was like someone turning on the light. 

!
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Of  course, the nice thing about being 10-years-old is that you’re not really in a rush 

to do anything, so placing unreasonable expectations on yourself  at that age rarely ever 

happens. If  I’ve learned anything in the last 25 years of  teaching, then it’s this: Every 

student is different and each person learns at his or her own pace. 

!
But it has also been my experience that students, regardless of  age or skill level, can 

learn chord-style piano in a relatively short period of  time if  they consistently invest just 

10 to 15 minutes in daily practice using my chord piano exercises.  

!
My chord piano and play by ear techniques have worked for even those students 

who seem like they just weren’t cut out to play the piano — that’s how effective this 

method is! 

Staying Positive !
When I’m trying to accomplish something new, the best thing that I can do to 

staying positive and feeling like I’m going to achieve my goal, is to consistently do 

something every day that moves me closer to actually reaching my goal. So with that 

said, let’s get you doing something to move you closer to playing piano by ear. 

!
Lesson Assignment !

Click the link below to test your ear and sample my Play Piano By Ear Audio 

Super Course! Enjoy! 
!

http://www.easy-chord-piano-lessons.com/play-by-ear-sample-lessons.html 

!
(copy and paste the link above into your browser if  it doesn’t work as a clickable link) 
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