
Play Piano By Ear Practice Guide - Part 6 
5 Simple Steps 

How To Figure Out The Chords To Any Song !!
I was about 15-years-old when I made my first attempt to learn a 
song by ear. The song was “Hey Jude” by The Beatles.  !
I remember learning the melody pretty quickly, but when it came time 
to figure out the chords, I was at a loss. I had no idea what to do or 
even where to start. !
I wish I had known the 5 Simple Steps to figuring out chords to any 
song — it would have made things a whole lot easier. So, let’s jump 
right in to the first step. !!
Step 1: Listen To The Song !
Before I start to learn any song by ear, I spend a few days just 
listening to the song over and over. Every chance I get I listen to the 
song. !
• Repeatedly listening to a song allows me to become super familiar 

with every facet of the song. The more familiar I am with a song, 
the more the melody, the rhythms and the chord changes are 
etched or burned into my memory. !

This was something I failed to do when I was 15 and trying to learn 
my first song by ear. !!
Step 2: Print Out The Lyrics & Learn The Melody !
This step is crucial for when I learn the melody. It allows me to match 
up each melody note with its corresponding lyric. Having the melody 
written out allows me to analyze it and match up the correct chords. !
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Step 3: Break Down The Melody Into Measures !
I’ll be honest, this part of the process is not easy. This is the one step 
that will take some practice, but I have a few techniques that I’ll share 
with you in Part 9 of my practice guide that will help you overcome 
this hurdle.  !
Now, if you haven’t guessed by now, I make my living teaching people 
how to play the piano using some pretty unconventional methods. !
My goal is to give my students the best learning materials possible, 
regardless of how accepted they may be in main steam education. It’s 
why I developed my piano super course. !

Today, there are more and more students discovering that 
they really don’t do well with traditional teaching methods — 
many of whom have succeeded with my techniques. !

Part 9 of my practice guide is about as unconventional as you can get, 
and it may be the best technique I’ve ever developed for the do-
it-yourselfer who is learning how to play piano by ear. !

• The guy who started teaching me how to play by ear moved away 
after about 4 months. He taught me a lot in that short period of 
time, but I still had a lot to learn. So I quickly became a do-it-
yourselfer, which I had never done. But out of necessity, I came up 
with this technique…and not to brag, but it’s pretty ingenious!  !

I’ll need the next 2 parts to prepare you, but the techniques that you’ll 
be learning in Part’s 7 and 8 will simplify what most students 
consistently tell me is the hardest part of learning songs by ear — and 
that is figuring out the chords. !
Once again, I cover this extensively in my piano super course, but I 
will prepare you and then share the basics of this technique over the 
next 3 issues of my practice guide. !!!
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Step 4: Listen To The Song And Mark All The Chord Changes !
This step is a whole lot easier when you master step 3, but it helps to 
know that most pop songs are pretty straight forward when it comes 
to chord changes. !

It’s also helpful to be familiar with the tendencies of 
different song writers. This just comes with experience.  !

For example, I’ve noticed over the years that songwriters who play and 
write songs with a guitar will approach chord progressions a little 
differently than songwriters who play and write songs with a piano. 
Now, this isn’t an exact science, but it helps. I’ll talk about this in the 
next two issues. !!
Step 5: Start With The 6 Most Common Chords In Any Key  !
Once you have the melody written out, you should be able to 
determine the key of the song based on the sharps and/or flats being 
used. I’ll cover this in Part 10. !
However, if you’re new to all of this, then start learning some scales — 
because the key of any song is directly related to scales. !
For example, let’s say you learn the melody to a song on the piano and 
you had no sharps or flats, (no black keys), then you’re in the key of C 
major, which has no sharps or flats. !
However, let’s say you learned the melody to a song and all the F’s 
were sharp — then you’re in the key of G major. I know this because 
the G major scale has one sharp, which is F#. !
Unfortunately, there is no way around scales. Of course, you don’t 
have to master them the way most piano teachers expect from their 
students, but a general familiarity is necessary. !!!
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Lesson Assignment 
!!
If you’re serious about learning how to play piano by ear, then I 
suggest that you learn how to play 6 to 8 major scales.  !
Like I said, you don’t have to master these, or even be able to play 
them with both hands together, but it’s crucial that you become very 
familiar with the following scales… !
1. C Major Scale - no sharps or flats 
2. G Major Scale - 1 sharp: F# 
3. D Major Scale - 2 sharps: F# and C# 
4. A Major Scale - 3 sharps: F#, C# and G# 
5. F Major Scale - 1 Flat: Bb 
6. Bb Major Scale - 2 Flats: Bb and Eb 
7. Eb Major Scale - 3 Flats Bb, Eb, and Ab 
8. Ab Major Scale - 4 Flats Bb, Eb, Ab and Db !!
Click the link below to download the EZ Read Sheet Music for this 
lesson assignment. !
https://s3.amazonaws.com/easy-chord-directory/Major+Scales+-+Right+Hand.pdf !!
In Part’s 7 and 8 of my practice guide series, I’ll be discussing the  
6 most common chords in any key. In Part 9 I’ll show you how to use 
sheet music to develop your ear and increase your knowledge of 
chords to a level that will impress even the most experienced 
musician. 
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