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!
      Answer Key: “ O Christmas Tree” 

     Part 5: The Secret To Playing Piano By Ear! 
!

O Christmas Tree consists of  19 measures. If  you’re new to 

reading sheet music, then let me set your mind at ease, because you 

shouldn’t have any trouble reading my EZ Read Sheet Music. 

!
I use EZ Read Sheet Music in all of  my online video and audio 

piano lessons because it allows even the complete beginner to recognize 

music notes, thereby allowing me to discuss an advanced melody/chord 

arrangement like “O Christmas Tree”. 

!
If  you’ve downloaded the sheet music to this lesson, then look at line 

1, measures 1 and 2. You’ll notice that measure 1 consists of  a single 

note: Middle C. Measure 2 is our first complete measure of  the song…

this is where we’ll begin our analysis. 

!
The 3 chords in measure 2 are F major, Gm7 and C7. The symbols 

for these 3 chords are displayed above the top music staff, which is where 

the melody is written.  

!1ANSWER KEY - PART 5



The notes of  each chord are shown on the bottom music staff  below 

the melody line. There will be times throughout this practice guide and 

my super course when the bottom staff  will not be shown — this is called 

a lead sheet. A lead sheet just shows the right-hand melody and the 

chord symbols displayed above. 

!
• In measure 2, only two out of  the three chords show all of  the 

notes contained in those chords. The Gm7 chord is missing a note. 

The missing note is the 7th, which is an F.  

!
I left the F out because it would have overlapped with the right-hand 

melody note, which just happens to be the missing F note from the Gm7 

chord. The complete Gm7 = G - Bb - D - F. So if  you take away the 

7th, you are left with just a Gm chord. 

!
As I analyze the melody/chord structure of  O Christmas 

Tree, I want you to notice that just about every melody note 

matches one of  the notes in the chord it belongs to. 

!
As you’ll quickly discover, this will get very repetitive, so I’m only 

going to analyze the first few measures. After the first few measures, 

you’ll get the idea of  how melody and chords are related, allowing you to 

finish the song analysis on your own. So, if  you’re ready, here we go… 

!
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Measure 2: The first 2 Fs in the right-hand melody go with the F 

major chord, which are notes from the F major chord. The next F goes 

with the Gm7 chord, which I explained earlier, and the G melody note 

goes with the C7 chord, which contains a G. 

!
I’m sure you’re already catching on, but let me analyze a few more 

measures. 

!
Line 2 - Measure 3: Once again the first 2 As in the melody go 

with the F major chord, which are notes from the F major chord. The 

next A goes with the D#dim7 chord, which contains an A, and the last A 

of  measure 3 goes with the D7 chord even though it gets played after the 

D7 chord is played. The D7 will still be sounding when that last A is 

played, and yes, once again, the A is one of  the notes from the D7 chord. 

!
Line 2 - Measure 4: The G and A in the melody go with the Gm7 

chord, but only the G is in the chord. The A isn’t a chord tone — it’s 

what we call a passing tone. I cover chord tones and passing tones in 

great detail throughout my play by ear super course. The Bb and E are 

the next two melody notes, and both are in the C7 chord. 

!
Now this song is pretty straightforward. So far, the melody note that 

lines up with each chord has been a chord tone. A chord tone is just a 

melody note that matches one of  the notes in the chord. 
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In measure 4 there is a passing tone, (the A), but it doesn’t get played 

at the same time as the chord. 

!
Measure 9: This is the first measure where the entire melody is 

related to just one chord, (the F major chord), but if  you’ll notice, not all 

of  the melody notes are chord tones. The 2 Fs and the C in the melody 

are notes from the F chord, but the G is not, and the G just happens to 

be the melody note that gets played with the chord. 

!
Now, this is where things start to get a little complicated. In fact, you 

may already be thinking that this is all pretty easy, but how in the world 

am I going to figure all this stuff  out from scratch?  

!
It may seem fairly easy when I’m feeding you all of  the information, 

but how will you pull all of  this information out of  thin air — because 

that’s what you’ll be doing when you play by ear. 

!
But keep a few things in mind, you’re not going to be starting with a 

song with this many chords. You’ll be starting with simple 2-chord songs, 

like “It’s Raining, It’s Pouring”.  

!
If  you go back to my 3-step process, remember that Step 1 

consisted of  learning the 12 major and 12 minor chords. However, as 
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overwhelming as that may seem, you really only need to learn 2 chords 

to learn a 2-chord song. 

!
In my Play Piano By Ear Super Course, I start you with simple  

2-chord songs in the key of  C major, allowing you to focus on just 2 

chords — (the C major chord and the simplified, 3-note G7 chord) — 

which you have already been introduced to back in part 1 of  this 

practice guide. 

!
Once you get comfortable with 2-chord songs, I add one more 

chord, which allows you to gradually build your chord knowledge while 

your ear makes the adjustment to hearing more than one chord change. 

!
Once you get comfortable with 3-chord songs, you move on to  

4-chord songs, and then 5-chord songs, and then — well, you get the 

idea.  

!
All the time you’re actually learning songs instead of  

listening to 2 notes being played over and over as you would in 

the countless relative pitch ear-training courses being offered 

today. 

!
So, hopefully you have a better idea of  how to approach this 

mystical concept of  playing by ear. Having an organized methodology, 
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starting simple, and allowing your ear and musical knowledge to grow 

gradually will take all the guess work out of  it.  

!
And knowing that others have succeeded with this approach should 

remove all doubt that this will happen for you in a relatively short period 

of  time. I will be here to help you every step of  the way. 

!
Continue to analyze the rest of  O Christmas Tree, and I’ll see you 

in Part 6. 

!
Click the link below to learn more about my Play Piano By 

Ear Piano Super Course. 

!
http://www.easy-chord-piano-lessons.com/play-piano-by-ear.html 
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