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Being a Faithjul Godparegnt or dponsor

The primary jol: ofa godparent or sponsor is to be a witness of the Catholic life. Your way of life should provide
an example of how a Churistian is to live. You should support your charge during their preparation periocl })y your
prayers and presence, and for the rest of that person’s life. You act as a spolzesperson for the entire Church. -

TO BE A GODPARENT OR SPONSOR YOU MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:
1. The godparent or sponsor should be a faithful member of the Catholic Church who is an active

participant in the Mass, attends every Sunday, and receives the Sacraments often.

2. The godparent or sponsor must have already celebrated the Sacraments of Initiation — Baptism, by
Eucharist, Penance, and Confirmation. 2
3. The godparent or sponsor must be in goo& stanchng with the Church and free to celebrate the "

Sacraments (for example, a person who has remarried outside the Church cannot serve in this capacity).
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;") 4., According to the directives in the Code of Canon Law #893, neither the father nor the mother of a o
;‘ candidate can be a godparent or sponsor. The godparent or sponsor must be at least 16 years of age. N
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Somg Practical Suggestions for Godpargnts & Sponsors

;{‘ +  Above all, pray daily for the person for who arevil:c} bea godparent Or Spomnsor.

J + Have every intention to diligently make this person a part of your life, from infancy if your relationship f‘%’
Q’ Legan then, or from whatever point you entered the'pérson's life, until you responsibility ends at your death. "v
) 4+  Extend an invitation to attend Mass or other parish activities/ministries with you. As you are able, introduce b

P y y \s
b the person to other faithful Catholics. 2
AY) +  Extend an invitation to attend a Catholic Baptxsm, weclclmg, funeral pansh reconciliation service, or other oy
oy lxturglcal event with you. Allow a little time to talk about the experience to form them to love the lxturgy. "
A + Share some good Catholic resources (Looles, magazines, tapes), or go to a Catholic bookstore toget}ler. 0
;\” +  Suggest having a casual lunch or coffee or dessert toge’cher ona regular basis, as you are able. [’\V
}5, 4+ Send them cards on the anniversary of their reception of the Sacraments, with meaningfnl words from you. \

g 4+  Be creative... b&?
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QUALITIES OFA GODPARENT/SPONSOR 7,
150 ;‘Love for God and His Church |

) Sense.of the mystery of salva’aon .
Commxtted prayer life, =
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“They should no’c consuler thét wixat tlley are:’ ,

g domg is a routine action; ~ Rather, they should
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