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Christian Education Institute
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“Church Unity”

 Investigating the fundamental basis of 

Unity in the Church



Nightly Schedule

 6:00 Doors Open

 6:30 Devotion/offering

 7:00 Workshop: Franklin

 7:50 Questions/Transition

 8:05 Sermonette/Homily  Guest Preacher 

 8:25 Benediction/Grace/ Refreshments

 9:00 Doors closed and locked



Your Subject Matter Facilitator

Rev. Charles E. Franklin, M.Div.



This Week’s Topics 

Subject Matter

Monday            Unity in Christ 

Tuesday Unity in Church

Wednesday     Unity of self

Thursday           By the Book

Friday Spiritual Integration



This Week’s Preachers 

Motivational Messages

Monday 1st Vice Moderator, Charles Kittrell 

Tuesday Pastor Marvin Alexander

Wednesday Pastor D. J. Coles

Thursday         Pastor Richard Mercer

Friday Moderator, Joe A. Jackson, M.Div.



This week’s Overview

Synopsis for the week: While there are many 
members of our Association that are dedicated in 

their membership and consistent in their service and 

responsibilities to the organization and Spiritual 

Family, there appears to be as many or more that 

are just the opposite. Our goal is to honestly identify 

our issues and look to God’s Word in the Holy 

Scriptures to guide us into resolution, healing, 

restoration, and new beginnings.  This week we look 

to each individual to acknowledge that unity of the 

body is a personal responsibility. Leadership and 

followership are personal and individual.  



Objectives

Theme: “Audacious Unity in the Church”

Purpose: Strengthen our TEAM Building efforts

Proposition: Investigate the fundamental 

basis of “Unity in the Church” and identify our 
issues of disunity

Outcome Goal:   resolution, healing, 
restoration and new beginnings of 
Christian Unity in our Association. 



Questions?

Comments?



Monday   “Unity in Christ;”

No Christ Unity, no Church Unity. Ephesians 4: 13; 

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 

perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 

the fulness of Christ:



Monday’s Overview

 Synopsis:    Let us begin by establishing Biblical fact that 

Unity is a mandate of Christ. In this epistle, this chapter 

and this periscope specifically (chp 4: verses 4-6), God, 

through the Apostle Paul, clarifies to the Ephesian 

Church, and subsequently to Christ believers everywhere 

and in every generation; that the followers of Christ are 

one. 

 They are one in:  The Body, the fellowship of believers, 

“the ,Church;” 

 The Spirit; who activates the fellowship, “the Holy Ghost;”  

 The Hope, that glorious future to which we are called, 

“the New Heaven, New earth, and New City;”



Monday’s Overview-continue

 The Lord, to whom we all belong, “the Messiah, 

Christ Jesus;”  

 The Faith, our singular commitment to Christ, 

(faith=the fact that we believe) The Faith=the way 

and in whom we believe;   

 The Baptism, one single earthly, outward, and 

public sign of entry into the heavenly family, “the 

immersion;”  

Our God, Our Father which art in Heaven, the 

Father of our Lord and Savior, “Father.”



Can we agree on:

 Unity of the Body the fellowship of believers, “the 

,Church;” Many local Houses. Many denominations. Several 

variances of polity and practice. Some variances of Doctrine. But 

through all still one Universal church, one body

 Unity of the Spirit ; who activates the fellowship, “the 

Holy Ghost;” Our spirit vs God’s Spirit. The Teacher. The Comforter. 

The Empowerer of God’s purpose. 

 Unity of Hope that glorious future to which we are called, 

“the New Heaven, New earth, and New City;” Our mission. 

Our safety and security. Our success.   Our Resurrection. Our 

destiny. Our Glory.  Our Eternal abode 



Can we agree on:

 Unity of Lord to whom we all belong, “the Messiah, Christ Jesus;” 

The only begotten. Hebrew Messiah. Savior of all mankind. The first 

Resurrected. Our Master, Owner, Brother, Friend 

 Unity of  Faith our singular commitment to Christ, (faith=the fact 

that we believe) The Faith=the way and in whom we believe; In 

whom we believe and in what we believe. (big issue: how we 
believe)

 Unity of Baptism one single earthly, outward, and public sign of 

entry into the heavenly family, “the immersion;” Into which we have 

died spiritually and have been resurrected. 

 Unity of and in God Our Father which art in Heaven, the 

Father of our Lord and Savior, “Father.” The life giver, the life 

sustainer, He whose image we are made. The Father of our Lord.



Summary  - Christ Unity

 Unity of Lord (Owner, Master)

 He is known by many names, and pronounced 

differently in so many languages,  but we all refer to the 

same man.

 The only begotten. Hebrew Messiah. Savior of all 

mankind. The first Resurrected. Our Master, Owner, 

Brother, Friend, The first born of the dead. 

 Jesus; his name, Christ, his title. 

 In Him we unite as one

 Amen?           Amen!



Questions?

Comments?



1st Vice Moderator,  Charles Kittrell



Tuesday   “Christ is Church;”

Church is Christ. 1 Corinthians 12: 12; For as the 
body is one, and hath many members, and all 

the members of that one body, being many, are 

one body: so also is Christ. And 12: 27;  Now ye 

are the body of Christ, and members in 
particular.



Tuesday’s Overview
 Synopsis: On Tuesday we examine how we see one another which is 

the root of how we treat one another.  Luke 4: 22, “Is not this Joseph's 
son?” They saw an earthly human. 

 Matt. 8: 27; Mark 4: 41; Luke 8: 25; “What manner of man is this, that 
even the winds and the sea obey him?” They saw a supernatural 
human. 

 Mark 16: 16; “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” They saw 
the Messiah.  The question is begged; “what do we see when we look 
upon each other as members of the church? Just humans? 
Supernatural humans? Sons and daughters of Christ?” 

 How should we, and how must we, see each other if we are to live out 
the relationships that Christ established in the memorial of the 
Communion? To love one another as Christ has loved us.



What did they see?

 an earthly human Luke 4: 22, “Is not this Joseph's son?” 

 a supernatural human Matt. 8: 27; Mark 4: 41; Luke 8: 25; “What 

manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?” 

 a prophet Mark 8: 28; And they answered, John the Baptist: but 

some say, Elias; and others, One of the prophets. 

 the Messiah Matt. 16: 16; And Simon Peter answered and said, 

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 



What do we see?
 An Imaginative Figure? One in which we create. A Jesus we 

make fit our desires of what God is and does.

 A Historical Figure? A person we studied from long ago that left 
fine examples of how to live morally but not practical in today’s 
world.

 An Angelic Figure? A spirit that has no real part in everyday life, 
but one that can perform supernatural miracles when need, when 
all else fails.

 A personal Servant? A trunk monkey, a spare tire, come out 
when I need you.  Go away when all is well so we can live in 
freedom and happiness.

 A Far away and distant Deity? It is up to us. We determine our 
destiny. God helps those who help themselves. 



What must we see!

 A Resurrected Human Being  He got up and is still up. Alive 

and well today on the right hand of the Father.

 A close and personal Friend  He will never leave us. He is with 

us always. 

 An all powerful God  Nothing is to great for Him. And we can do 

all things through Him.  

 A personal Savior  One who died for me personally. One who 

redeemed me from destruction. One who restored my soul and 
gave me a right to the tree of life.

My Lord and Master The one who has the rightful ownership of 

my life. He alone guides and directs my every action. The one I 

follow. The one in whom I believe.



So how must we see each other?

God in us. Col 1: 27,  To whom God would make known what is the 

riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory: 

Commanded to Love one another as Christ Loved us. 

We have passed from darkness to light when we have a 
Love for the brethren. 

 Do not fail to assemble

Watch one for another



Summary  - “Christ is Church;”

Church is Christ. 1 Corinthians 12: 12; For as the 
body is one, and hath many members, and all 

the members of that one body, being many, are 

one body: so also is Christ. 

And 12: 27;  Now ye are the body of Christ, and 

members in particular.



Questions?

Comments?



Pastor Marvin Alexander



Wednesday “Individual Unity;”

Unity within the individual. James 1: 8; A double 

minded man is unstable in all his ways.  And 4: 8; 

Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your 

hearts, ye double minded.



Wednesday’s Overview

 Synopsis: Tonight we shall discuss, in sincerity, the essence of text like

 James 1: 23; “For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like 

unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass. For he beholdeth himself, 

and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he 

was.” 

 and 1 John 2: 19; “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they 
had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they 

went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.”  

 And many other like texts that tell each individual church member that if 

you are unsettled in your inward war of the flesh and Spirit, that 

unsettledness will manifest outwardly in conflict with the brethren.  The 

object is to be aware of the inward lust of flesh against spirit yet remain 

committed to overcoming our enemies while keeping God’s Word 

regardless; even dying out to the flesh while being renewed in the spirit. 



within the individual

 A war   Luke 22: 31; And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 

hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:  

 Battles Rom. 7: 15; For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, 

that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 

Conflicting natures Rom.  7: 23;  But I see another law in my 

members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into 

captivity to the law of sin which is in my members

 SNAFU Rom. 7: 18-19; For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) 

dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to 

perform that which is good I find not.  For the good that I would I do 
not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 



Instability

 Let this mind be in you   Phil. 2: 5; Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus: THE MIND IS THE COMPUTER THAT IS OUR 
BRAIN. It runs on what it has been programed. Garbage in, 
garbage out!! 

 Double mindedness.  “If loving you is wrong, I don’t won’t to be 
right.”

 As he thinks in his heart, so is he.  Mat. 5: 28; But I say unto 
you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath 

committed adultery with her already in his heart. But how do I 
stop from thinking?

 Hypocrite Thinking it. Doing it in secret, and pretending to others 
that it does not exists. 



Stability

 Crucified John 12: 25; He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that 
hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. let go of this 
world and the pleasures thereof

 Committed Sign the contract, pay the bill. (Compare to credit 
ratings) 

 Determined  Example 1. The parable of the lady that sought the 
judge persistently. Example 2. The analogy Jesus (of dogs) used when 
sought by a Samaritan Lady (of crumbs) for help.  

 He who endures to the end Think but don’t act.  (Not look but 
don’t touch) but “Look but don’t lust.” learn to repent for thought. 
(Review 2 Cor. 10: 5)

 HOW??? Confess your faults and He will forgive and cleanse. 



“Individual Unity;”  The Fix

Unity within the individual. James 1: 8; A double 

minded man is unstable in all his ways.  

And 4: 8; Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 

you. 

(come to church, be active in church)

Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your 

hearts, ye double minded. 

(repent for real, press on no matter what)



Summary  - Mark and remember

As long as the individual is unstable, the Church will be 

unstable, and to the same degree.

Know your enemies, we battle not with flesh and blood. 

(The devil, the world, and the flesh)

But the true battle is within our own Flesh and blood

Jesus has already defeated Satan and overcome the 

world, now we are engaged in the flesh.



Questions?

Comments?



Pastor D. J. Coles





Thursday “Church Rules”

Rules and Regulations of the Church, not optional.   

 II Tim. 3: 16-17; “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 

is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 

in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, 

throughly furnished unto all good works.”

 II Timothy 4: 3; “For the time will come when they will not endure 

sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears.”  

 And Titus 1: 14; “Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and 

commandments of men, that turn from the truth.”



Thursday’s Overview
 Synopsis: Jesus established, when He said to the Devil “it is written,” that the written 

Word has authority and acts as a stabilizing foundation for our faith and way of 

worship.  Tonight we will look at the fact that the universal church, our Association 

and our local congregations are built on written governing documents.  They are all 

sourced from the Holy scripts.  We then specify further our particular operations. 

Therefore, we establish Contracts, Covenants, Constitutions, By laws, Operating 

Instructions, Administrative office procedures, and Memorandums of agreement, 

understanding, and policy that govern our every day church activities and 

congregational relationships. They form what we call doctrine and polity. It is true 

that the Scriptures and all subordinate governing documents are derived through 

human interpretation of God’s Inspired Word. Therefore, these directives may be as 

flawed as the leadership that established them.  But, once the directives are 

established, they become binding on our activities and relationships.  Jesus said “it is 

better not to make a vow, then to make a vow and break it.  However, God does 

not give specific provisions and/or procedures of how to void agreements.  Still, to 

ignore the vow and walk away without due process is not an option God has given 

His Church. 



But
 once the directives are established, they become binding on our 

activities and relationships.  Jesus said “it is better not to make a 

vow, then to make a vow and break it.

 Source Who wrote it?  Inspired Men (All Scripture)

 Interpretation Letter; Spirit; Intent; What is the meaning? 

 Authority From whom to whom? Who can implement? Who can 

enforce?

 Scope  To whom does it apply? Who does it govern?



However

 God does not give specific provisions and/or procedures of how to 
void agreements. Remember Jesus and Paul’s words on divorce?

But here is what man has developed. 

 Breech One party fails to keep terms of covenant/contract

 Suit Trail, Court, Judge, Arbitrate, determine fault.

 Reparations Pay back, restore, make right, fulfill, set straight, close

 Jesus told us, do not take your brother to Court



Still

 to ignore the vow and walk away without due process is not an 
option God has given His Church

 Reap what you sow   God is not Mocked. 

 Forgive and ye shall be forgiven.  Forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  

Conflict resolution.   Work it out. Seek reconciliation. Pursue 
fellowship



Summary “Church Rules”

 Rules and Regulations of the Church, not optional.   

 II Tim. 3: 17-17; “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 

is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 

in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, 

throughly furnished unto all good works.” (live by the book)

 II Timothy 4: 3; “For the time will come when they will not endure 

sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 

themselves teachers, having itching ears.”  (Will you?)

 And Titus 1: 14; “Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and 

commandments of men, that turn from the truth.” (who you 
with)



Questions?

Comments?



Pastor Richard Mercer





Friday “Spiritual Integration”

Harmonizing Doctrine, polity, mission, tradition, 

culture, and individual callings to realize Christ in 
our Midst. Romans 12: 2; And be not conformed 

to this world: but be ye transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what 

is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God.

Mark 16: 7; But go your way, tell his disciples 

and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: 

there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.



Friday’s Overview
 Synopsis: As we closed on this Friday night,  we bring attention to the fact that 

when we speak, teach, and perform, God’s Word in our everyday lives, there is 

always many “presupposed things in every script, every command, and every 
act.  Application of these presupposed things is the art of harmonizing. The 

theological designation is “Spiritual Integration.” In Bible Study it is “Context of 

scriptural meaning.” And in this week’s Institute it is considering all that we have 

covered thus far and applying it rightly, as we make a closing statement of how 

we should proceed in achieving the high call of “Unity in the body.” Hopefully, 

we will acknowledge that this is a 24-7 effort that never ends. Even if we achieve 

perfection it will be just as challenging to maintain perfection. The enemies of 

God, the Church, and our Souls will not relinquish. The Devil, the world and the 
flesh will continue to plague us until God calls us out of this world from labor to 

rest. Never the less, As long as God stays on the throne, we can trust that the 

goal is attainable and we must proceed in the spirit of reconciliation, 

regeneration, and restoration.  As Paul said; “I press” (Phil. 3: 14) so also must we 
with the same surrender and determination.  Quotes from Christ to consider in 

context; “Go”   “Love ye one another”   “I have overcome the World”   “I am 

with you always” 



Theoretical Interpretation

Study together

Pray together

Worship together

Fellowship together



Empirical Application

Live together

Work together

War together

Love ye one another



Results Oriented

Identify and agree on the standard

Kindness, humility, charity, forgiveness

Team Build

Celebrate (What Christ has done, through us)

If I be lifted up. (When I am lifted up)



Closing Summary

How can we walk together unless we agree

Be agreeable until you can agree

Be obedient to God even when brothers are 

disobedient

Master self. Rule your own spirit

By the book

 Grace is sufficient



Questions?

Comments?



Let’s Stay 

Together



Moderator, Joe A. Jackson, M.Div.



Agape  Shalom


