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FROM THE DESK OF RANDY…... 
 
April 1

st
.  Mark Twain said, “This is the day upon which we are reminded what we are on the 

other three hundred and sixty four.” 
 
Twain’s statement is true for all humanity.  We are more foolish than we realize, and on 

most days we are far more foolish than we care to admit. 
 
As Christians, especially to those looking in from the outside, we are fools.  We place our 

faith in God who is one…yet three persons.  We proclaim that God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
while also claiming that Father is not Son or Holy Spirit, Son is not Father or Holy Spirit, and Holy 
Spirit is not Son or Father.  The foolishness continues as we proclaim a Savior who walked the 
earth as one of us, fully/100% human, and a Savior who was fully/100% divine.  My elementary 
math tells me that 100% plus 100% is 200% or two; not one.  Then we proclaim our Savior died on 
a cross (not a problem), was laid in a tomb (not a problem), and rose from the dead on the third 
day.  Because he lives forevermore, we too, can have eternal life.  Our Savior took an instrument 
of shame, ridicule, and humiliation (a cross), and turned it into a sign of triumph, hope, reconcilia-
tion, and salvation.  What foolishness! 

 
Paul writing to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 1:18) says, For the message of the cross is foolish-

ness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  Paul con-
tinues, For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God de-
cided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles,

 
but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 21-24). 
 
Let us embrace the foolishness described by Paul.  Let us embrace the message of the 

cross and its “foolishness.”  Let us dare to believe, and let us dare to live as if, God saved the 
world via Jesus’ death and glorious resurrection.  After all, God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength (1 Cor. 1:25). 

 
Grace and peace, 

Randy 
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Dear church family, 
 
We are encouraging you all to participate in Holy Week worship this week!   
 
Join us on Sunday, April 5 for Palm Sunday worship. We will broadcast this service on our 
Aldersgate Shelby YouTube channel.  It will be linked to our church Facebook page too, and 
will be available by 10:00 am on April 5.  We are asking you all to find your own version of a 
"North Carolina Palm Branch" in this era of staying at home.  Just pick a branch off of a bush 
or tree from your yard to wave with your families!  Please feel free to share those photos to us 
on Facebook or email them to us and we will put together a special Palm Sunday church post-
ing. 
 
We will be sharing an at home liturgy for Maundy Thursday (April 9) which is meant to be util-
ized around your family’s table and we invite you to partake in holy ritual of hand washing and 
engage in a love feast together.  
 
The Good Friday Tenebrae service will broadcast via Facebook Live at 7:30 pm on April 10. 
 
The Easter Vigil (or sunrise on April 12) at home liturgy can take place inside your home, out-
side your home, or even on your front porch.  It is a modified service of light, word, water, and 
table.  
 
Please join us for an online Facebook Live celebration of Easter Worship at 10:00 am on 
April 12, 2020. 
 
 
We will be uploading the Holy Week at Home liturgy to our Facebook page as well as our web-
site. Please be sure to take a look at these opportunities to incorporate worship in your home 
during Holy Week. 
 
 
 
Rev. Carrie Carpenter 
Associate Pastor 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
 

Attachments area 



FINANCES 
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RECORD OF OUR FAITHFULNESS AND STEWARDSHIP 

CONTRIBUTIONS  for the Month of February 

BY OUR GIFTS AS OF:       Monthly          YTD 

Offering Received       49,681.26  102,539.59 

Budget                 59,773.63   119,547.26 

Over (Under) Budget           -10,092.37    -17,007.67 

 

Bldg. Fund Balance:           102,494 

Bldg. Receipts:    5,257       Disbursements  3,292      Bldg. Loan Balance:   472,039 

BY OUR PRESENCE           2/02    2/09       2/16         2/23           

Sunday School                 139               126          106          105 

8:30 A.M. Worship                  124               106            98          111 

11:00 A.M. Worship                118                96            94            92     

Offering         13,505  13,840       10,606     7,988 

      

 

 

As trusted pastor and bestselling author Adam Hamilton shows in Unafraid, we can escape the 
echo chamber of anxiety and dread. With insight, intention and faith, we can learn to overcome 
what oppresses us, and live with courage and hope. 
 
Drawing on fresh research, psychology, biblical principles, and his long experience shepherding a 
diverse faith community Hamilton helps readers untangle the knots of fear and truly embrace Je-
sus’s recurring counsel: “Do not be afraid.” He writes with generosity and intelligence for a wide 
audience in accessible language that will ring true to believer and unbeliever alike. 
 
For anyone struggling with fear, worry, or anxiety, or who wonders how families and communities 
can live as peacemakers in troubled times, Unafraid offers an informed and inspiring message full 
of practical solutions. 
 

****** 
 
Our Tuesday Morning Bible Study has continued to meet on Tuesdays at 9:30 am through zoom 

during the season of Lent. Our final meeting of the Passion Play study will be April 7.  We will pick 

up with a new study after Easter, Hebrews: Grace and Gratitude by David DeSilvia.  Please order 

this book from your favorite bookseller.  Each week, we will visit a website to preview the online 

content and we will meet via Zoom as a group at 9:30 am on Tuesdays.  This study will continue 

through the month of May.  If you would like to join the new study, please contact Pastor Carrie 

at ccarpenter@aldersgateshelby.com 

Join Pastor Randy for an online study of Adam Hamilton's "Unafraid."  The class will meet on 
Tuesdays at 5:30 pm for five weeks beginning on April 7.  Books (hardcover or Kindle) may be 
purchased at Amazon (or other retailers).  https://www.amazon.com/Unaf 

 
If interested please register by emailing Linda McGrath at lmcgrath@aldersgateshelby.com 

Below is a description of the program:

mailto:ccarpenter@aldersgateshelby.com
https://www.amazon.com/Unafraid-Living-Courage-Uncertain-Times/dp/1524760331
https://www.amazon.com/Unafraid-Living-Courage-Uncertain-Times/dp/1524760331
mailto:lmcgrath@aldersgateshelby.com


  

In this era of social distancing, we would like our church members to consider the option for online 
giving. 
 
To access Aldersgate UMC’s online giving, please visit either site below and follow the links for 
online giving. 

www.aldersgateshelby.com 
 

www.facebook.com/aldersgateshelbync 

These websites will link to Ezekiel, our online giving service. Once you are on the site: 
 

1. click the drop down menu under “fund” and select the fund you would like to contribute to.    
 (We recommend contributing to the General Fund as it covers the church’s most urgent ex
 penses) 

 
2. Enter the dollar amount of your contribution 

 

3. “add donation” will give the option to donate to multiple line items 
 

4. “make this gift recurring” (optional) you will be prompted to create a username and password 
 to create an online giving opportunity. 
 
5. Select the method for which you would like to contribute and supply the requested information 

 

6. You have the option to select to add 3% to help cover the cost of online payment process 
 ing.  It is completely optional to choose this. 

 
7. Click submit to finalize your transaction. 

 
Questions: contact Amelia Bumgarner, Aldersgate Bookkeeper: 
abumgarner@aldersgateshelby.com  
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR ONLINE GIVING 
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Calendar of Events - All gatherings are 

temporarily suspended due to COVID-19  
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Sunday Worship Schedule Unless Noted Otherwise: 

 8:30 A.M. Informal Worship - Sanctuary 

 9:45 A.M. Sunday School for all ages 

 11:00 A.M. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 

Wednesday Service 

5:30 P.M. Communion & Healing-Sanctuary                                     

 

*Youth takes place 5:00P.M. on Sundays unless 

otherwise noted* 

 

Mondays 

5:30P  Homework Club  - Small Dining Room/

Library at 6P 

 

Tuesdays 

6:00P  Men’s Basketball  

 

Wednesdays 

10:00A  Playschool Chapel Time  

5:45P  Cherub & Junior Choir & Bible Study 

 
Saturdays      
8:30A  Tai Chi 

                     
IMPORTANT DATES: 
 

April 9 - Maundy Thursday 

April 10 - Good Friday 

April 13 - Office Closed for Easter Monday 
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DEADLINE REMINDERS  

Mark your calendars; the deadline for the 

May “Warm Heart” will be Thursday, April 

23. Please submit anything you would like to 

include via email to Linda.  Slots for Warm 

Heart are first come, first served and space 

permitting!  Be sure to submit on time as 

the newsletter fills up quickly! 

 
Weekly Email Blast Deadlines are Mondays 
no later than 9:00 a.m.  An email blast will not 
be sent the week the Warm Heart Newsletter 
goes out to eliminate duplication. 
 
Sunday Bulletin Announcement / Insert 
Deadlines are Wednesdays by Noon.  
 



We have gathered together online, and I have suggested activities for them to do on Sunday afternoons 

with their families and in service to other members of the congregation.  We had a cookie challenge and toi-

let paper sculpture challenge.  We are going to try silent karaoke this week.  I will  let you know how it goes!!  

I will continue to reach out to our Youth as we experience these unusual circumstances.  We miss seeing all 
of you and hope that you are safe and healthy!     

--LouAnne Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank Jeanne Patterson and Norma Meyers for connecting with the children of our church 

with Sunday School curriculum and activities.  Parents can also visit  https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/

series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/33162-deep-blue-connects-adventure-spring-2020  for video curricu-

lum for children too.  Don't forget to join us for worship on Sunday mornings. We are including a weekly chil-

dren's message too!  

From your AUMC Choirs: 

Imagine being outside early on a spring morning.  You hear birds singing, not in unison, but in their own 

time and element.  It’s a beautiful sound, even though you may not actually hear a distinct melody.  Well, my 

friends, that’s just what our AUMC choirs experienced last week.  We attempted to rehearse via Internet and 

sadly discovered that there is no way to synchronize our voices with our technology.  We were just like 

those chirping birds making a joyful noise.  It was mess, but it was a BEAUTIFUL mess, full of laughter and 

great conversation.  We had missed being together and were overwhelmed at how wonderful it was to come 

together as a community in the safest way possible.  We will continue to connect via Zoom as well as by 

phone to those choristers not connected to social media.  

Currently, music packets have been prepared for choir members to retrieve from the outer office and voice 

parts are being recorded for practice at home.    

This group is the most dedicated I know.  They meet regularly every Wednesday to prepare for Sunday’s 

worship service, then again to lead music during the Sunday service.   

“To sing, is to pray twice.”  - St. Augustine 

--Anne Goss 
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YOUTH & CHILDREN’S UPDATE 

AN UPDATE FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR 

https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/33162-deep-blue-connects-adventure-spring-2020
https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/33162-deep-blue-connects-adventure-spring-2020


Alex Anderson 
Marilyn Dycus 
Chris Lee 
Iris Dozier (Cassie & Jeff) 
Lynda Pruitt Erwin 
Shirley Cooke 
Judy Sexton 
Alma Stevenson 
Mark Stagner 
Joann Harrill 
Sadie Lovelace 
Sandy McNeely 
Anita Ledford 
Rebecca Watson 
James Davis 
Nanci Christensen Ledbetter 
Pat Culbertson 
James Labarber 
The Family of Tommy Dover 

Dale & Martha Winn in memory of Tom Mauney 

Richard & Linda Goforth in memory of Tom Mauney 

Richard & Linda Goforth in honor of Jamey Davis 

 

Prayer 

Aldersgate Evangelism Committee is asking that each member of the congregation join them in saying 

this daily prayer for the month of April:  

God, 
Glory to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Thank you Jesus for your obedience to the Father’s will to 

be sacrificed and resurrected for all. Aldersgate prays the Holy Spirit will give understanding and aid to us in 

our obedience to Your will. In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Memorials & Honorariums 

Garrett Neisler 
KAIROS Outside #22 
Our Elected Officials 
Our Military 
Our First Responders 
Doctors, Nurses and all caregivers 
All who are suffering from COVID-19 



  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Aaron Allen                                  

Charles Barefoot                                                           

Brandon Edwards                                 

Troy Goss                          

Justus Henkel                                                                                                  

Julia Jablonski                                    

Max Blankenship                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

2nd 
Jonathan Wise 
 

3rd 
Sherri Ladislas 
 
5th 
Donna Spiker 
 
6th 
Tom Burton 
Jean Lutz 
 
7th 
Robert Arey 
Pam Pruitt 
 
10th 
Josh McCaw 
 
11th 
Catherine Bowen 
Makenna McCaw 
Mary Weathers 
 
12th 
Jeremy Carlisle 
 
14th 
Eric Bert 
Rob Seybold 
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Colby Kiser                                      

Sadie Lovelace             

John Lewis                         

Rom Meares 

Zephaniah Meares                                                                           

Scott Richard                         

Rebecca Witter  

 15th 
Jackson Hoyle 
 
 16th 
Brenda Whisnant 
Ruth Young 
Rich Ivey, Sr. 
 
17th 
Sadie Bert 
Ella Brown 
Andrew McNichol 
 
18th 
Amanda Cline 
Alyssa Mackaman 
 
19th 
Brandi Edwards 
Marcia Melocik 
Suzanne Turner 
 
20th 
Janis Myers Wright 
 
24th 
Liston Brooks 
 
25th 
Mike Lari 
 
 
 

Those Serving Our Country 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS! 

**SPECIAL NOTE:   If your  

birthday is not included and 

you would like to be added 

to the list, or if you see an 

error, please contact the 

church office by email or 

phone.** 

27th 
Deborah Edwards 
 
28th 
John Kendrick 
 
29th 
Virginia Byers 
Shirley Cannon 
Megan Dear 
Sarah Gentry 
Jim Rucker 
Gale Justus 
 
30th 
David Carpenter, III 
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           Church Office Hours  

COVID-19 Change in Hours 

                                      Monday-Thursday: 9:00AM-1:00PM 

Rev. Randy Blanton                       Rev. Carrie  Carpenter 

Senior Pastor                                  Associate Pastor   

 

Anne Goss                    Tommy Greene 

Music Director                    Organist 

 

Lou Anne Davis       Terrie Toms                                                                          

Director of Youth’s Ministry          Playschool Director                              

 

Burney Drake                                  

Matt McNeary                                  

Building Superintendents                 

   Linda McGrath 

   Secretary  

      

    Amelia Bumgarner        

    Bookkeeper 

        

    Melissa Medlin 

    Sexton 

      

    Dale Winn 

    Lay Leader 


