October 2015
THE ROCK
News from Rockledge Presbyterian Church
Connected in Christ to God, one another, & the world. John 15:5
The Tattler………..
Several weeks ago, a “Wish List” form appeared in the bulletin on successive
Sundays along with an invitation for all members to submit their needs, desires,
dreams, and hopes for our church. To date only seventeen responses have
been received which makes me wonder how invested we are in moving the church forward with
enthusiasm, energy, and fresh initiative. After all, on the day of Pentecost, Peter declares that
evidence of a church alive in the Spirit is confirmed by the words of the prophet Joel: “your young
ones shall see visions, and your old ones shall dream dreams (Acts 2:17).”

Lectionary
October 4th:
Job 1:1; 2:1-10;
Psalm 26;
Hebrews 1:1-4;
2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16
October 11th:
Job 23:1-9; 16-17
Psalm 22:1-15;
Hebrews 4:12-16;
Mark 10:17-31
October 18th:
Job 38:1-7 (34-41);
Psalm 104:1-9, 24,
35c
Hebrews 5:1-10;
Mark 10:35-45
October 25th:
Job 42:1-6, 10-17;
Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22)
Hebrews 7:23-28;
Mark 10:46-52

What does the modest return on our Wish List appeal suggest about the congregation’s passion (or
lack thereof) regarding casting a compelling vision or dreaming of new possibilities for our life as
God’s people? Are most of us simply content with the status quo? Do some of us hesitate to state
what we really wish for out of fear that our input will be dismissed as “outlandish” or worse yet
that it will be ignored altogether? Might we be a church with more memories than dreams,
clinging to what has been rather than reaching toward what God has still in store for us?
I pose these questions with hopes that they prompt some serious soul-searching among all of us,
young and old! Beyond that, I simply offer my own wish list for you to consider:
I WISH that we would commit to focusing on what’s right with the church instead of dwelling on
what’s wrong with it or not working. Too many articles I read and conversations I have dwell on
all the terrible trends affecting the state of the church today. Such analysis (accurate though it may
be) overlooks the ordinary, often inconspicuous positive signs of faithfulness and fruitfulness that
confound popular negative perceptions of the church. Whatever the matter at hand, we would all
resolve to be part of the solution instead of part of the problem.
I WISH that we would commit to being the change we want to see in the church and the world.
Simply wishing something does not make it so. When the idea of a “Wish List” was first
proposed, I encouraged us to supplement it with a “Which List” so as to challenge those who had
suggestions to sign their names next to the ones which they were willing to work on and help
accomplish. If you have a wish for the church will you sit back and wait for someone else to do
something about it or invest yourself in making it a reality? A friend has a sign over her kitchen
sink which declares, “Wishes don’t do dishes!”
I WISH we would be a community of passionate, persistent prayer, seeking not what we want for
the church but what God desires to do in and through us. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus
prayed, “Father…not my will but your will be done.” And when the disciples asked Jesus to teach
them to pray, he told them to say, “(Father) your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” What a
difference our wishes would make if we committed ourselves to listening quietly and patiently and
then responding promptly and boldly to what God longs to accomplish through our willing hands
and hearts.
Here’s to wishing for what God wants for this church and then working to make it so!

----Pastor

George

“The Rock” is a newsletter for and about the Rockledge Presbyterian Church.
Deadline for articles is the 20th of each month. It is preferred that you submit your articles via email in
Microsoft Word format. An alternative method is to submit an article that is typed or clearly handwritten and placed in the Church Office newsletter box. Articles may possibly be accepted after the 20th
but will be published only as space or time permits. To assure that your articles get in the newsletter
please have them submitted by the 20th.
Kim Trujillo = 639-7826, kwtrujillo@hotmail.com
RPC e-mail address: officemanager@rockledgepres.org

Our new website is up and running! Go to http://www.rockledgepres.org/
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Ginny Wright extends her thanks for the prayers and support she has received.
She has been feeling some relief.
The sympathy and support of the church surrounds the family and friends of Jennifer McCoach, who
recently passed away.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Thank you to the following people who contributed to this month’s ROCK newsletter:
Rhenae LaFramboise (Calendar), Linda Britton (Did You Know, Faith Formation), Julie McCarl (Fellowship),
BJ Smith (Christmas Mission Market, Sharing Center),Dottie Branson (Presbyterian Women), Robin
Kramer(Water station), Karen Rhein (Preschool), Pat Baggott (New Members)

Presbyterian Women
Hope you made it to the luncheon on September 13th. It was great -- good
fellowship, good food, and excellent program. Thanks to Cheryl for presenting the
program, to those who provided the yummy food, and to all who came to enjoy the event.
October Calendar Schedules:
Circles will meet as follows:
October 16th at 10:30 a.m.

Mary Martha Circle will meet in the Parlor.

October 19th at 7:00 p.m.

Abigail Circle will meet in the Parlor.

October 20th at 5:30 p.m.

Ruth Circle will meet in Calvin Hall.

October 21st at 10:00 a.m.

Esther Circle will meet at the home of Phoebe Snyder,
1813 Hudson Drive, Rockledge.

October 20th at 9:30 a.m.

The Coordinating Team will meet in the Parlor.

November 6th: Church Women United will sponsor World Community Day at Hope United Church
of Christ, 2555 S. Fiske Blvd., Rockledge. This is an annual meeting of women from churches in
Cocoa Beach, Merritt Island, Cape Canaveral, Titusville, Cocoa, and Rockledge. Coffee and
fellowship are scheduled for 9:30 a.m. and the program begins at 10:00 a.m. Please meet at our
church parking lot at 9:15 a.m. if you would like to car pool. This is always a worthwhile program.

Central Brevard Sharing Center Fall house cleaning is upon us. When you start cleaning out drawers, closets, the garage, etc., think
of The Center Brevard Sharing Center. Some of the items that we have great need of for the fall and
winter months are: pillows, blankets, and sheets (great help if you are in a tent or the back seat of a
car). How about all those kitchen items that you never use or have two of: hand-held can openers,
candles, etc. When cold weather strikes, we need blankets, caps, gloves, socks, Chap Stick, hand
warmers, scarves, coats and jackets. I also remind you that we provide showers and laundry on
Thursday and Fridays so we can always use towels. Just because you might not need or want
something anymore the Brevard Sharing Center can probably use it. Thanks again for all the
sharing you do.
---BJ Smith

Christmas Mission Market - If you don't have the date on your calendar, mark it now NOVEMBER 15th, we'll be looking for you. Many have asked about the olive oil this year so there
will be an opportunity to sign-up to purchase the olive oil. Many other items will be available. See
you there!

On August 23, 2015, six people completed “Come and See,” a threesession orientation to life at RPC led by Pastor George and the
Evangelism Committee After meeting with Session members on
September 8th, the following were received as new members:

Ed and Rhonda Cook. Address: 1249 Lakeview Dr., Rockledge 32955.
Phone: 632-1540. E-Mail: rone1@bellsouth.net. Both joined by reaffirmation of
faith. Rhonda is a retired administrator whose church experience has been with the
Social Concerns Committee. Ed’s committee experience has been with worship,
music, and as trustee.

Janean Knight. Address: 930 Jamestown Dr., Rockledge 32955.
Phone: 403-5507. E-Mail: jknight16@cfl.rr.com. Janean joined by
reaffirmation of faith. An educator, she travels to many schools in and out of
Brevard County working with students who have special needs. As a
secondary vocation, Janean manages her son’s promising career as a
magician, traveling with him to California and Las Vegas for performances at
famous places such as the Magic Castle.

Donna Lucenius. Address: 285 Erin Lane, Rockledge 32955. Phones: 8480434 and 757-288-7744. E-Mail: dlucenius@hotmail.com. A retired vice-president
at the Bank of America, Donna joined by letter of transfer from First Presbyterian
Church in Hampton, Virginia. Her church experience includes committee work in
fellowship, social concerns, evangelism, and worship. She loves cooking, reading,
swimming, biking, walking, and being a grandmother.

New Members continued…………………….
Xylpha Schwehm. Address: 3213 Hawthorne Ave., Rockledge 32955.
Phones: 636-0786 and 258-4113. E-Mail: xylfa@aol.com. Xylpha joined by
reaffirmation of faith. Self-employed, she works as an occupational therapist,
traveling as far as Orlando several times a week to work with clients. Xylpha
specializes in home health, rehab, and acute care. She has worked with the
Building/Grounds committee and as a staff member of the music program. Her
interests include gardening, especially with native Florida plants, needlecraft,
travel, and involvement with environmental issues, especially water.

Judi Smith. Address: 4851 Manchester Dr., Rockledge 32955.
Phone: 961-6028. E-Mail: Judiann123@gmail.com. Judi joined by
letter of transfer from Merritt Island Presbyterian Church. An ordained
Elder, she served some years ago as Director of Christian Education at
RPC and at North Decatur Presbyterian Church. She taught K-2 for 25
years. Accompanying Judi is her husband Rev. Allard (“Al”) Smith, an
honorably retired pastor of the Central Florida Presbytery. Although Al’s
membership resides there, he will take an active part in the life of RPC
and share in the ministry of the church. E-mail:
asmithjr123@gmail.com

On September 13, 2015, all six were officially introduced and commissioned as new members during the 11:00 a.m.
worship service.

Added to the group were Erica and Jason Mitchell, owners of the Mitchell
Family Diner in Cocoa, who although received by Session months earlier, had
been unable to be commissioned because of Sunday work demands. Address:
1648 Ruth St., Cocoa 32926. Phone: 208-2360.
Email: ericaoli2218@gmail.com

Please introduce yourselves and welcome each of them to the RPC family. If your church directory has not been
recently updated, please add their names and contact information for future reference. Thank you for doing your part
in making the transition of our new members an easy one.
-The Evangelism Committee

Sunday
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

9:30 AM RPS Chapel
(S)
6:00 PM Girl Scout
Board (L)
6:30 PM Financial
Peace (Rm 5)
7:00 PM NA (K)

10:00 AM RPS Fire
Prevention Program
(C)
7:00 PM AA (K)

5

6

7

8

9

5:30 PM Cub Scouts
(C)
6:00 PM GS Daisy
Troop (Rm. 5)
6:30 PM RPS Board
(L)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
(C)
7:00 PM IPN (K)

5:30 PM Girl Scouts
#54 (C)
6:00 PM Evangelism
Committee (Rm 5)
7:00 PM AA (K)
7:00 PM CE
Committee (L)

9:30 AM RPS Chapel
(S)
10:00 AM Lectionary
Study Group (L)
1:00 PM Bereavement
Group (P)
6:30 PM Feasting on
the Word (P)
7:30 PM Choir
Rehearsal (K)

4:30 PM Mission
Committee (L)
6:30 PM Financial
Peace (Rm 5)
7:00 PM NA (K)

7:00 PM AA (K)

11

12

13

14

15

16

8:30 AM Worship
(Chapel)
9:30 AM Adult & Youth
Faith Formation
9:30 AM Children's
Play Practice (C)
10:30 AM Fellowship &
Coffee (C)
11:00 AM Worship (S)
11:15 AM Children's
Faith Formation (Rm 5)

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED FOR
COLUMBUS DAY
5:30 PM Cub Scouts
(C)
6:00 PM GS Daisy
Troop (Rm. 5)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
(C)
7:00 PM IPN (K)

6:30 PM Session (C)
7:00 PM AA (K)

10:00 AM Lectionary
Study Group (L)
6:30 PM Feasting on
the Word (P)
7:30 PM Choir
Rehearsal (K)

9:30 AM RPS Chapel
(S)
6:00 PM Girl Scout
Leaders (C)
6:30 PM Financial
Peace (Rm 5)
7:00 PM NA (K)

10:30 AM Mary Martha
Circle (P)
6:00 PM Audubon
Society (C)
7:00 PM AA (K)

18

19

20

21

22

23

8:30 AM Worship
(Chapel)
9:30 AM Adult & Youth
Faith Formation
9:30 AM Children's
Play Practice (C)
10:30 AM Fellowship &
Coffee (C)
11:00 AM Worship (S)
11:15 AM Children's
Faith Formation (Rm 5)

5:30 PM Cub Scouts
(C)
6:00 PM Fellowship
Committee (P)
6:00 PM GS Daisy
Troop (Rm. 5)
7:00 PM Abigail Circle
(P)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
(C)
7:00 PM IPN (K)

9:30 AM PW
Coordinating Team (P)
5:30 PM Ruth Circle
(P)
7:00 PM AA (K)

9:30 AM RPS Chapel
(S)
10:00 AM Esther Circle
(H)
10:00 AM Lectionary
Study Group (L)
1:00 PM Bereavement
Group (P)
6:30 PM Feasting on
the Word (P)
7:30 PM Choir
Rehearsal (K)

6:00 PM Lego Club (C) 7:00 PM AA (K)
6:30 PM Financial
Peace (Rm 5)
6:30 PM Trustees (L)
7:00 PM NA (K)

25

26

27

28

29

30

8:30 AM Worship
(Chapel)
9:30 AM Adult & Youth
Faith Formation
9:30 AM Children's
Play Practice (C)
10:30 AM Fellowship &
Coffee (C)
11:00 AM Worship (S)
11:15 AM Children's
Faith Formation (Rm 5)
12:00 PM S.A.L.T.

5:30 PM Cub Scouts
(C)
6:00 PM GS Daisy
Troop (Rm. 5)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
(C)
7:00 PM IPN (K)

5:30 PM Girl Scouts
#54 (C)
7:00 PM AA (K)

10:00 AM Lectionary
Study Group (L)
6:30 PM Feasting on
the Word (P)
7:30 PM Choir
Rehearsal (K)

9:30 AM RPS Chapel
(S)
6:30 PM Financial
Peace (Rm 5)
7:00 PM NA (K)

8:00 AM RPS
Halloween Parade &
Party (C)
7:00 PM AA (K)

Remember to bring
Sharing Center
donations today.
WORLD COMMUNION
SUNDAY
8:30 AM Worship
(Chapel)
9:30 AM Adult & Youth
Faith Formation
9:30 AM Children's
Play Practice (C)
10:30 AM Fellowship &
Coffee (C)
11:00 AM Worship (S)
11:15 AM Children's
Faith Formation (Rm 5)

Saturday
3

10

17

3:00 PM Fall Festival /
Block Party

24

31

Fall Block Party!
Bring your lawn chairs and join your
neighbors for an Ice Cream Social on
the beautiful Indian River!

October 17th from 3-5 p.m.
@ Rockledge

Presbyterian Church
921 Rockledge Drive
More info.? Call 636-0811

Free Ice Cream Sundaes & Sodas, Gift Card Giveaways,
Games & Activities for All Ages, Organ Concert in the Sanctuary,
Tours of the Historic Church, Meet Rockledge Police
Department’s K-9 Unit!

 Kelsey’s Pizzeria, 1954 Highway US1 in Rockledge gives a
percentage of sales receipts marked RPC to our youth to attend summer
camp and conference. Their most recent check is for $209.73! When you
eat at Kelsey’s, don’t forget to write RPC on your receipt and leave it with
your server as you say thanks a lot!
 Author Jane Tomaine who revised St. Benedict’s Toolbox this year
asked for input from Cheryl Carson among many others who taught
the first edition (2005). Cheryl was the leader of two book study groups
at RPC in recent years and shared with the author Tomaine her class notes and her creative way one
group presented what they learned in a worship setting. In a note to Cheryl, Jane Tomaine said, “With
your input we can show readers that one need not be an Episcopalian or Roman Catholic to be guided
by Benedict!”


Corbin Kramer and Margaret Ward are running: Corbin ran in his first college 8K race on
September 19th in Gainesville. Margaret ran a 5K in the same race for the Varsity Cross Country Team
for Rockledge High. The Kramers, Wards, and Jane Rowe cheered for UF and RHS.



Margaret Ward was elected class president at Rockledge High by her freshman class.



Luci Rees, director of this year’s Christmas Play “Joy Story,” is holding rehearsals Sundays from 9:3010:30 a.m. All are welcome to be a part of this event.



“Just Take 20” is an FDOE initiative to encourage parents and their children to read 20 minutes (or
more!) outside of the classroom. There is an interactive website where families can create a literacy
plan tailored for their children and that makes reading part of a game for children. It’s free to all
Florida families and K-12 public schools. Website: JustTake20.org.



An Advent Retreat is planned for Saturday morning, December 5th in the chapel. Participants are
welcome to drop in for a quiet time during the beginning of the Advent/Christmas season. Scripture
and a short meditation will be given at the top of the hour during the Retreat. Watch for more
information.



Helene Munson, a faithful leader in our children’s ministry, has retired. Her life is now centered in
her new community at Westminster Asbury, 1430 Dixon Blvd., Cocoa. We miss Miss Helene at RPC!



Bill Kingsbury, friend of RPC from the 1970’s, died in August in Texas near his nephew David and
family. Bill earned his MBA from Columbia University and retired from the Space Center. Bill, an
enthusiastic tennis player, kept connected with his Putney alumni and friends, especially with his
Christmas cards, until his illness this year.

FALL FAITH FORMATION

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES
_____ Feasting on the Word focuses on a lectionary Scripture each Wednesday evening in the Parlor from
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Cheryl Carson is the facilitator. Jane Rowe is the contact person.
_____ The Wired Word considers news events in the light of Christianity each Sunday in the Library from
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. Rotating facilitators. See Linda Britton, Christian Education Chair, for further information.
_____ Come to the Waters by Judy Record Fletcher is this year’s Presbyterian Women’s Circle Study. Circles
meet monthly to study some of the 800 references of water in the Bible. Catherine Shelton is the contact person.
_____ Quiet Strength – “Discovering God’s Game Plan for a Winning Life” by former NFL coach, Tony Dungy will
be the initial focus of a new Men’s Bible Study Group. This group will meet on Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. beginning
October 1st at Bob Trujillo’s home. Please contact Bob at (btrujillo@msn.com or 639-7826) for more information.

FIVE TO THRIVE!
(These groups meet for five sessions in September & October.)
_____ Talk That Matters, 30 Days to Better Relationships by Susan Lee Lind and Ben Campbell. Sundays from
September 20th - October 18th in Room #3. Discover and apply some very practical, common-sense ways to
improve communication in everyday relationships. Pastor George and Corey Ahern are the facilitators.
_____ The Gift of Years, Growing Older Gracefully by Joan Chittister. “This is a book for those who do not ‘feel
old, whatever their chronological age, but who one day realize with a kind of numbing astonishment that they have
not managed to elude it.” Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor.

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Youth in grades 6-12 meet in the Annex (house by the playground) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. Elementary
age children meet in Calvin Hall at 9:30 a.m. for Play Practice while parents attend classes. Additionally, Faith
Formation for elementary age children meets in Room 5 following the “Time for Growing Disciples” at the 11:00
service.

STEWARDSHIP NEWS:

Church collections for the year ending in August were $181,448. Unfortunately, they
were $10,556 less than budget and 1.5% lower than last year. The church staff and
Session have kept expenses at $194,042 which is 1.1% less than budget. In order for
the church to accomplish our budgeted plans and commitments, we will need to get
our pledges up to date! This means that we will need $106,575 from September
through December which is 10.3% more than we received last year during the same
period. The church needs your help! Exceeding your pledge will be extremely helpful
also.

Mark your calendar our church will be hosting a
water station for the Space
Coast Marathon again this
year! The race is on
November 29th! Contact
Robin Kramer at
dkramer@cfl.rr.com if you
would like to help! More
details will be put in the
bulletin and November
Newsletter. Thanks in
advance for your support!

A Linger and Mingle event was
enjoyed by those at both Worship services on
September 20th. Fall breads and juices were served in
the Narthex after Worship. Thanks to those who made
the delicious breads!
Please Save the following dates:
 Fellowship is planning a Holiday Pot Luck lunch
on November 22nd after the 11am Worship
Service. There will be an RSVP form in the
Sunday bulletins in November.
 Our Annual Progressive dinner is planned for
December 5th. Please plan to attend this fun
and delicious fellowship event. Tickets will be
available soon!
If you are interested in finding out more about the
Fellowship Committee, please call Julie McCarl at 321806-4068.

Rockledge Presbyterian School has gotten off to a great
start this year under the new direction of Ms. Karen Rhein
and with the addition of teachers Ms. Liza Posey and
assistant Ms. Hannah Cook. The students are enjoying
classes and are settling in nicely! RPS's outstanding
reputation continues to bring in new families by word of
mouth and we have a great mix of new and returning
children from the local community. We have a longstanding
preschool family returning this year in need of a 3-day per
week scholarship. The family has had both children come through the school from the 1 & 2
year-old room through VPK and would love to be able to continue at RPS this year! Any
considerations and contributions from the church community for this scholarship are greatly
appreciated! RPS is thankful for the continued support from the church community.
Fall is an exciting time at RPS, we have lots of fun activities planned!


We will have a visit from the Rockledge Fire Department on Friday, October 2nd for a fire
safety program complete with a fire engine for us to explore!



RPS will have a table at the Rockledge National Night Out, so stop by and see us.



We will be doing a make and take project for the Rockledge Presbyterian Church Block Party
on the 17th.



On Friday the 30th we will have our annual Halloween parade and then games in Calvin Hall
with parties to follow in the classrooms.



This week we will be sending home order forms for t- shirts, this is great advertisement for
our school! If anyone from the Church would like to order one, see me.



We are gearing up for our annual Chili cook off which will be Saturday, November 7th, so
save the date and start working on those chili recipes! More information to come.



Our families are awesome! Thanks to those who helped put our mulch out!

Many thanks to those who donated to our scholarship fund! You helped to give a special gift to a
child! We do still have a few openings, so if you know someone looking for a quality Christian
educational program for their child 1 year through VPK , please send them our way!

---- Karen Rhein, RPS Director
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WORSHIP SERVICES:
Early Worship @ 8:30 a.m. in the Chapel
Worship Service @ 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Note: Children’s Sunday School will meet during 11:00 Worship service

