September 2015
THE ROCK
News from Rockledge Presbyterian Church
Connected in Christ to God, one another, & the world. John 15:5
The Tattler………..
My purpose in writing to you this month is to introduce a
congregational initiative entitled, “A September to Re-Member.”

Lectionary
September 6th:
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9,
& 22-23;
Psalm 125
James 2:1-10 (1113) 14-17;
Mark 7:24-37

September 13th:
Proverbs 1:20-33;
Psalm 19;
James 3 1-12
Mark 8:27-38
September 20th:
Proverbs 31:10-31;
Psalm 1
James 3:13-4:3,
7-8a; Mark 9:30-37
September 27th:
Esther 7: 1-6, 9-10;
9:20-22;
Psalm 124
James 5:13-20;
Mark 9:38-50

The hyphenated reference to “re-member” holds the key to this rather
ambitious commitment to reach out with care and concern to those who remain in our church
database, but who, for any number of reasons, have become conspicuously absent from regular
involvement in the life of our church. So often we see names of people we remember having
been present in worship or engaged with some area of ministry in the past and we wonder where
they’ve gone and why they’ve drifted away. Seldom, though, does such recollection result in the
more responsible act of “re-membering,” as in reaching out to re-establish contact with hopes of
restoring relationships that at one time proved meaningful and mutually supportive.
Please understand that this “re-membering” motivation has to do with a shared commitment to
“building up the body of Christ” and the honest recognition that the absence of any one of us
results in the diminishment of all of us. Also, realize that the heartbeat of this outreach effort
reflects God’s ceaseless desire to reunite those who have been scattered or cut off from the
family of faith. With his focus clearly on the reconciling work of Christ, Paul confidently
concludes, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints
and also members of the household of God…. In him the whole structure is joined together and
grows into a holy temple in the Lord (Ephesians 2:19, 21).”
With this Spirit-inspired vision in mind, plans are underway to identify and personally contact
members who, while still on our church rolls, have not directly participated in the life of the
church for a significant length of time. These contacts will be conducted prayerfully, with the
purpose of listening and responding to any needs, suggestions, grievances, or concerns which the
church can address. Of course, the goal is to re-establish connections and encourage renewed
commitment to the health and vitality of Rockledge Presbyterian Church.
As we prepare to welcome new members into our fellowship this month, I urge ALL of us to
take to heart our Presbyterian Book of Order’s affirmation that, “Membership in the Church of
Jesus Christ is a joy and a privilege. It is also a commitment to participate in Christ’s
mission…and to be involved responsibly in the ministry of Christ’s Church. Such involvement
includes…reviewing and evaluating regularly the integrity of one’s membership, and considering
ways in which one’s participation in the worship and service of the church may be increased and
made more meaningful.”
To this worthy end, I pray that we will all truly make this month

“A September to Re-Member!”
----Pastor

George

“The Rock” is a newsletter for and about the Rockledge Presbyterian Church.
Deadline for articles is the 20th of each month. It is preferred that you submit your articles via email in
Microsoft Word format. An alternative method is to submit an article that is typed or clearly handwritten and placed in the Church Office newsletter box. Articles may possibly be accepted after the 20th
but will be published only as space or time permits. To assure that your articles get in the newsletter
please have them submitted by the 20th.
Kim Trujillo = 639-7826, kwtrujillo@hotmail.com
RPC e-mail address: officemanager@rockledgepres.org

Our new website is up and running! Go to http://www.rockledgepres.org/
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-The sympathy and support of the church surrounds Marion Jackson upon the recent
death of her eldest son, Robin
-The sympathy and support of the church surrounds Carol Rives
upon the death of her father, Walter C. Smith on July 28th.
.
Blessed are those who die in the Lord, for they rest from their labors and their works follow them."

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Thank you to the following people who contributed to this month’s ROCK newsletter:
Rhenae LaFramboise (Calendar), Linda Britton (Did You Know, Faith formation), Julie McCarl (Fellowship),
Dick Buttner (Wish List), BJ Smith (Christmas Mission Market, Sharing Center),
Dottie Branson (Presbyterian women), Scholarships (Robin Kramer), Casa Hogar (Jennifer Forester),
Karen Rhein (Preschool)

Presbyterian Women
Welcome to the PW New Year. We look forward to repeating another good season of
fellowship, Bible Study, and praise.
Please make note of the September schedule.
September 13th
The Kick-Off Luncheon following the 11:00am worship service. This is a pot
luck meal in Calvin Hall. The theme is "COME TO THE WATERS", and the speaker is CHERYL
CARSON. Are we not fortunate? !!! Spouses are included in our invitation to attend this special
occasion. (See Debbie Lugar's outstanding bulletin board in the south hall – Thank you so much!)
Circle Meetings:
September 15th
September 16th
September 18th
September 21st

Ruth Circle will meet in Calvin Hall at 5:30pm. (Third Tuesday)
Esther Circle will meet at 10:00am at the home of Barbara Shontz,
1550 Lago Mar Drive, Viera. (Third Wednesday)
Mary Martha Circle will meet at 10:30am in the Parlor (Third Friday)
Abigail Circle will meet at 7:00pm in the Parlor. (Third Monday)

October 20th

The Coordinating Team will meet at 9:30am in the Parlor.

We welcome all women of the Church to be Presbyterian Women. For information, please call our
Moderator, Catherine Shelton 321-631-7275.

Central Brevard Sharing Center - Are you aware that we now have a monthly newsletter that
you can receive on your e-mail? Just send your e-mail address to dbrubaker@sharingcenter.org.
We also have a web page which you can view at www.sharingcenter.org. Both have interesting and
up-to-date information. June being the end of our fiscal year provided some interesting statistics.
We served over 45,000 meals and provided more than 215,000 pounds of emergency food to local
residents.
Now that school is back in session, we have started our Children's Weekend Backpack Program.
This year we have added another school to our list, and will be providing a total of 100 bags every
week to the schools. The average cost per week for one child is $10.00. If you would like to sponsor
a child in this program, go to our website and donate. We have the need to provide many more
meals if we only had the money. Along with our program, we partner with the Children's Hunger
Project and deliver their food packs along with ours. Along with food, we also have a "sneaker
lady" who identifies with local schools what the needs are. Last year we provided for 314 children.
This amounts to about $20.00 per child. This past weekend some of our volunteers headed over to
Orlando and picked up 100 bikes. This is through the efforts of corporate executives who came
together to assemble the bikes. These bikes along with helmets and lights will be distributed to
local schools to be used as incentives/rewards for academic achievement. Your help in all that you
do is so appreciated. Please remember us with food, gently used clothing and any furniture or
appliances that you may be replacing. Please call their office at 321-631-0306 extension 111. More
information will be provided next month.
---BJ Smith

Wish List Update
To date 14 people have submitted replies with some excellent suggestions for the church. Although we are
expecting more replies, here are a few to think about and will hopefully stimulate further thought. They range
from developing a strategic plan for future church activities, new pictorial directory and suggestions on the
hour, content and timing of worship services. There are also ideas on updating heating and air conditioning
systems, demolishing the Manse and building a general purpose facility.
Time and talent of willing individuals could help implement some of the wishes, but funds will be required to
complete most of the items. Please keep this in mind when it comes time to pledge later this year.
Continue submitting your wishes. See Below.

All will be considered.

Wish List
Do you have a list of things that you would like to have, or do, if you had the resources or time to do them?
I’m sure you do. Like you, the church has a “wish List” as well. Rather than try to mention the items the
Session has in mind, we would like for our members to submit their ideas. In the space below, please record
some of the things you think the church should consider in the future. Try to be specific and include items
such as programs, facilities, personnel, order of worship, etc. Please give it some serious thought and place
the list in the collection plate on Sunday or drop your replies at the church office. You may sign your entry if
you want but that is not required. We will consolidate your ideas and publish them in a future newsletter.
List your ideas here:


_____________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________________

Name and phone number (Optional) __________________________________________


Now is the time to sign up for one of the learning
opportunities planned by the Christian Education (Faith Formation)
committee. Elsewhere in this newsletter is the announcement of the
planned classes either ongoing or short-term (Five to Thrive!).

In addition to those already announced, a short-term class
will look at Joan Chittister’s book, The Gift of Years, Growing Older
Gracefully. Time and day of the group will be determined by those who sign
up: Sunday mornings at 9:30am or one evening at 7:00pm.
Before you dismiss the book as only for the “elderly,” hear (read) what Joan Chittister writes in
the Introduction:
 “This is a book for those who are on the brink of ‘old age,’ for those who have just
received their first mail message from the Association of Retired People, and knowing
themselves to be young and healthy, are very surprised by it.”
 “This book is as much for those who are concerned about their parents and the kinds of
issues older age may be raising in them.”
 “It is also for those who want to reflect on the gradual effects of the aging process in
their own lives.”
 “This is a book for those who do not ‘feel old, whatever their chronological age, but who
one day realize with a kind of numbing astonishment that they have not managed to
elude it.”
The Gift of Years is not meant to be read from cover to cover. Each short section focuses on topics
such as regret, sadness, newness, transformation, relationships, and freedom. The list is much longer!
The group will decide which topics on which to focus each week.
If this piques your interest, contact the church office, 636-0811, or the chair of Christian Education
Committee, Linda Britton, @ 631-1740 or bbritton8@cfl.rr.com. Include information as to the best
way to connect with you.

Did You See? ……
…The bromeliads in bloom
Around the church? If you
didn’t here is what you
missed. Beautiful! Thanks
“Green Thumbs” for all your
hard work!

FALL FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES!
Please choose one or more of the ongoing and/or FIVE TO THRIVE* opportunities for your Christian growth and mark those
that you could attend. If another time would work better, make note of that in the space provided below. Child care is
available; contact the church office by the Wednesday preceding the class so staff can be made available.

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES
_____ Feasting on the Word focuses on a lectionary Scripture each Wednesday evening in the parlor from 6:30 p.m. –
7:30 p.m. Cheryl Carson is the facilitator. Jane Rowe is the contact person.
_____ The Wired Word considers news events in the light of Christianity each Sunday in the library from 9:30 a.m. –
10:30 a.m. Rotating facilitators. See Linda Britton, Christian Education Chair, for further information.
_____ Come to the Waters by Judy Record Fletcher is this year’s Presbyterian Women’s Circle Study. Circles meet
monthly to study some of the 800 references of water in the Bible. Catherine Shelton is the contact person.
_____ Quiet Strength – “Discovering God’s Game Plan for a Winning Life” by former NFL coach, Tony Dungy will be the
initial focus of a new Men’s Bible Study Group that will form soon. Please contact Bob Trujillo (btrujillo@msn.com or 6397826) if you are interested. Based on the group’s interest and availability, we will determine which night of the week to meet.

FIVE TO THRIVE!
(These groups meet for five sessions in September & October.)
_____ Talk That Matters, 30 Days to Better Relationships by Susan Lee Lind and Ben Campbell. Sundays from
September 20th - October 18th. Discover and apply some very practical, common-sense ways to improve communication in
everyday relationships. Pastor George and Corey Ahern are the facilitators.
_____ One Day I Wrote Back by Jane Herring. Talk back to the scripture passages you don’t understand as you ask
questions, plead, praise and ponder using Herring’s reflection questions. Sundays from September 20th - October 18th or
indicate day preference below. Linda Britton is the facilitator.
_____The Gift of Years, growing Older gracelfully by Joan Chittister. “This is a book for those who do not ‘feel old’,
whatever their chronological age, but one day realize with a kind of numbing astonishment that they have not managed to
elude it.” Time and day of the group will be determined by those who sign up: Sunday mornings at 9:30 or one evening at
7:00pm

SPECIAL CLASS
_____ Financial Peace with Dave Ramsey (via DVD). Thursday evenings from September 10th - November 5th at
6:30p.m.in Room 5. Visit http://daveramsey.com/findaclass for more information and to register. Julie McCarl is the contact
person.

Your name: _________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address or phone number: ________________________________________________________________
COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS: __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Sunday

6

Monday

7

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

Central Florida
Presbytery Meeting
(Eastminster)
Pastor's Continuing
Education
5:30 PM Girl Scouts
#54 (C)
6:00 PM Evangelism
Committee (Rm 5)
7:00 PM AA (K)
7:00 PM CE
Committee (L)

Pastor's Continuing
Education
10:00 AM Pastor's
Lectionary Study Group
(L)
1:00 PM Bereavement
Group (P)
6:30 PM Feasting on the
Word (P)
7:30 PM Choir
Rehearsal (K)

Pastor's Continuing
Education
6:00 PM Girl Scout
Board (Rm 5)
7:00 PM NA (K)

Pastor's Continuing
Education
7:00 PM AA (K)

Pastor's
Continuing
Education

8

9

10

11

12

COMMUNION SUNDAY CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED FOR LABOR
Pastor's Continuing
DAY HOLIDAY
5:30 PM Cub Pack 304
Education
Remember to bring
(C)
6:30 PM RPS Board
Sharing Center
donations today.
(L)
10:00 AM Children's
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
Faith Formation
(C)
10:00 AM Worship (S)
7:00 PM IPN (K)

6:30 PM New
Members introduced to
Session (C)
6:30 PM Session (C)
7:00 PM AA (K)

9:30 AM RPS Chapel
(S)
10:00 AM Pastor's
Lectionary Study Group
(L)
7:30 PM Choir
Rehearsal (K)

4:30 PM Mission
Committee (L)
6:30 PM Financial
Peace Class (Rm 5)
7:00 PM NA (K)

7:00 PM AA (K)

1:00 PM PW
Kickoff
Luncheon Set
up (C)

13

14

15

16

17

18

FALL SCHEDULE
BEGINS!
8:30 AM Early Worship
(Chapel)
9:30 AM Adult & Youth
Faith Formation
10:30 AM Fellowship &
Coffee (C)
11:00 AM Children's
Faith Formation
11:00 AM New Member
Commissioning (S)
11:00 AM Worship (S)
12:15 PM PW Kickoff
Luncheon (C)

5:30 PM Cub Pack 304
(C)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
(C)
7:00 PM IPN (K)

5:30 PM Ruth Circle
(H)
7:00 PM “The Historic
Principles of Church
Order for Today”
presented by Central
Florida Presbytery’s
Executive
Presbyter/Stated Clerk,
Rev. Dr. Dan Williams
(C)
7:00 PM AA (K)

10:00 AM Esther Circle
(H)
10:00 AM Pastor's
Lectionary Study Group
(L)
1:00 PM Bereavement
Group (P)
7:30 PM Choir
Rehearsal (K)

9:30 AM RPS Chapel
(S)
6:00 PM Girl Scout
Leaders (C)
6:30 PM Financial
Peace Class (Rm 5)
7:00 PM NA (K)

10:30 AM Mary
Martha Circle (P)
6:00 PM Audubon
Society (C)
7:00 PM AA (K)

20

21

22

23

24

25

8:30 AM Early Worship
(Chapel)
9:30 AM Adult & Youth
Faith Formation
9:30 AM Linger & Mingle
(N)
11:00 AM Children's
Faith Formation
11:00 AM Worship (S)
12:00 PM Linger &
Mingle (N)

5:30 PM Cub Pack 304
(C)
6:00 PM Fellowship
Committee (P)
7:00 PM Abigail Circle
(P)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
(C)
7:00 PM IPN (K)

5:30 PM Girl Scouts
#54 (C)
7:00 PM AA (K)
7:00 PM Deacons
Meeting (P)

9:30 AM RPS Chapel
(S)
10:00 AM Pastor's
Lectionary Study Group
(L)
7:30 PM Choir
Rehearsal (K)

6:00 PM Lego Club
7:00 PM AA (K)
(C)
6:30 PM Financial
Peace Class (Rm 5)
6:30 PM Trustees (L)
7:00 PM NA (K)

27

28

29

30

8:30 AM Early Worship
(Chapel)
9:30 AM Adult & Youth
Faith Formation
10:30 AM Fellowship &
Coffee (C)
11:00 AM Children's
Faith Formation
11:00 AM Worship (S)
12:00 PM S.A.L.T.

5:30 PM Cub Pack 304 7:00 PM AA (K)
(C)
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
(C)
7:00 PM IPN (K)

10:00 AM Pastor's
Lectionary Study Group
(L)
7:30 PM Choir
Rehearsal (K)

19

26

Calendar current at the time of printing.
For our most recently updated calendar,
please visit http://rockledgepresfl.view-

events.com

THE HISTORIC PRINCIPLES OF CHURCH ORDER FOR TODAY
Throughout the 1700’s, the Presbyterian Church experienced major conflicts and a thirty-year
division. In 1788, in an attempt to find a better way to avoid its recent experience, the Synod of
New York and Philadelphia (one year before the formation of the General Assembly) adopted what
has become known as the Historic Principles of Church Order. Understanding these principles may
help cast our current conflicts in a different light, as participants explore how our Presbyterian
search for a middle way differs from hierarchical and congregational models of church government.

You are invited to join our church elders
on Tuesday, September 15th at 7:00pm in Calvin Hall for
“The Historic Principles of Church Order for Today”
presented by Central Florida Presbytery’s
Executive Presbyter/Stated Clerk, Rev. Dr. Dan Williams.

New Contact Information
Joan Chaves
2970 Le Conte Street
Melbourne, FL 32940
(321) 610-8348

Karen & Ed Pinkney
1056 Ironsides Ave.
Melbourne, FL 32940
(321) 610-8326

Debbie Corbin
7054 Moss Ledge Run
Land O’Lakes, FL 34637
dcorbin6t@gmail.com

Tom Stauf
Peregrine’s Landing at Emory Heights
475 Irvin Court, Room 102
Decatur, Ga 30030
(404) 296-4199

Shirley Pierce
1200 south Courtney Parkway
Independent Living, Apt 209
Merritt Island, FL 32952
(321) 632-7117

Well, our new school year is off to a great start! We had a few tears from children and even their parents.
Our Boohoo Yahoo Breakfast was attended by many of our parents,
Pastor George, and school board members. This really gives our new
parents a support system. Thanks to those who helped put this activity
together! Many thanks to Girl Scout Troop 1025 for our wonderful
planter boxes on the playground! The teachers and children are
working together to decide what to plant. We do still have a few
openings, so if you know someone looking for a high quality Christian
program for their young child, send them our way! Many thanks to all
the Church members for all the support you have given me and the
school. Rockledge Presbyterian Church is truly a very warm and inviting place! --- Karen Rhein
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WANTED: CRAFTY CHRISTIANS
for Christmas Mission Market
November 15, 2015
We know there are some talented artisans and crafters in our congregation! We would love you
to consider participating in this year’s Christmas Mission Market by donating one or more of
your handiworks to support the work of our charities. Your work will be sold or auctioned and the proceeds
donated to the charity of your choice. You get the pleasure of creating for a good cause and the charity
benefits from your creativity. Everyone wins! This year’s Mission Market is scheduled for November 15, 2015
so you have plenty of time to get inspired and get busy. For more information please contact BJ Smith
(bjsmith21@cfl.rr.com) or Debbie Lugar (deborahlugar@yahoo.com)

The Annual Light Lunch and Ice Cream Social held on August 9 was attended by 75 people! The
sandwiches and ice cream were delicious, and a good time was had by all! Many thanks to the Boy
Scouts for their help with set-up of the tables and chairs before the event, and tear down
afterwards!
Please plan to stay after Worship on September 20th to Linger and Mingle! Fall breads will be
served in the Narthex after both services.
SAVE THE DATE! Fellowship is planning a Holiday Pot Luck lunch on November 22 nd after the 11am
Worship Service. Details will be provided in the October and November issues of “The Rock”.

If you are interested in finding out more about the Fellowship Committee, please call Julie McCarl
at 321-806-4068.

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University
will be offered again this fall on Thursday evenings
from September 10th through November 5th at 6:30 p.m. in Room 5.
Please visit http://daveramsey.com/findaclass
for more information and to register.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CONGRATULATIONS to all our students!

Bob Rowe Scholarships Awarded
Bob Rowe Scholarships for the 2015-2016 school year were awarded in August to the
following students:







Regina Battista
Matthew Kopp
Corbin Kramer
Austin Rose
Clifton Strickland
John Wilcox

University of South Florida
University of South Florida
University of Florida
University of North Florida
Eastern Florida State College
Florida State University

Team Honduras 2015!
Thank you to all who attended the August
9th Lite Lunch and Ice Cream Social! We
were honored to share our photos of our
recent trip back to Casa Hogar Orphanage,
Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Many people made
donations toward the RPC Mission Fund much appreciated! The questions that were
asked were very insightful and showed the
commitment level of RPC - we want to see
these children go beyond the walls of the
orphanage and make a difference in the lives
of others. A recent photo that you see in this
article indicates that is exactly what is
happening. All the children went with their
local youth group from the church they
attend (we go to the same church with them each year that we are there). They visited a home for disabled teens and
young adults. The love the children have received through the years is now coming full circle as they now are reaching
out to others less fortunate than themselves. "...to whom much is given, much will be required." Luke 12:48

Why go to church?
An answer to ' Why go to church?' If you're spiritually alive, you're going to love this! If you're
spiritually dead, you won't want to read it. If you're spiritually curious, there is still hope! A Church
goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to church
every Sunday. 'I've gone for 30 years now,' he wrote, 'and in that time I have heard something like 3,000
sermons, but for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time
and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.'
This started a real controversy in the 'Letters to the Editor' column. Much to the delight of the editor, it
went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:
'I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the
life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know this: They all
nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these
meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be
spiritually dead today!'
When you are DOWN to nothing, God is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the
incredible and receives the impossible! Thank God for our physical and our spiritual nourishment!
IF YOU CANNOT SEE GOD IN ALL, YOU CANNOT SEE GOD AT ALL!

B. I. B. L. E. simply means: Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth!
Did you know that......?
When you carry "the Bible", Satan has a head ache.
When you open it, he collapses;
When he sees you reading it, he loses his strength, AND
When you stand on the Word of God, Satan can't hurt you!
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Return Service Requested

Summer Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m.(through 9/6)
Beginning September 13th
Early worship @ 8:30 am in the Chapel
Worship Service @ 11:00 am in the Sanctuary
Note: Children’s Sunday School will meet during 11:00 Worship service

