August 2015
THE ROCK
News from Rockledge Presbyterian Church
Connected in Christ to God, one another, & the world. John 15:5
The Tattler………..

Lectionary
August 2:
2 Sam. 11:26-12:13a
Ps 51; 1-12
Eph. 4:1-16
John 6:24-35
August 9:
2 Sa. 18:5-9, 15, 3133; Ps 130
Eph. 4:25-5:2;
John 6:35, 41-51
August 16:
1 Kings 2:10-12;
3:3-14; Ps 111
Eph. 5:15-20;
John 6:51-58
August 23:
1 Kings 8:(1,6, 1011) 22-30, 41-43;
Ps 84; Eph. 6:10-20
John 6:56-69
August 30:
Song of Sol. 2:8-13
Ps 45:1-2, 6-9
James 1:17-27
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15,
21-23

These are great days to be living on the Space Coast in light of
the recent buzz about the New Horizons mission to Pluto. We can all take pride in NASA’s
launch of a probe that has traveled to the outer reaches of our solar system and is now sending
back incredible images from the dwarf planet! It’s the enduring nature of this mission that
impresses me most. Just imagine the commitment that continues to sustain a project undertaken
nine years ago. Consider the dedication of those who have stayed the course in order to ensure a
successful outcome based on goals being met across vast expanses of time and space. Think
about the foresight such an awesome undertaking required!
The New Horizons mission makes me think about our own congregational vision statement and
the need to assess our progress in applying it to the life of our congregation on a continuing
basis. Officially adopted two years back, I wonder how many of us have committed it to
memory? We feature it on our website, print it in our bulletins and newsletters, but unless it’s
imbedded in our hearts and translated into specific actions it remains nothing more than words on
a page.
Fortunately, I find evidence that we are, indeed, being intentional about living out our vision of
being “connected in Christ to God, to each other, and to the world.” Following are some
highlights suggesting how we are doing this:
Connected in Christ to God…Each Wednesday evening the “Feasting on the Word” class meets
in the parlor to discuss one of the lectionary passages assigned for the upcoming Sunday.
Different members of the class have led some insightful explorations of scripture and aided my
own sermon preparation. It’s refreshing to be part of a gathering where I can be a learner and
listener, not just a teacher or facilitator!
Connected in Christ to one another…This past week I conducted three funerals, two for church
members and one for the husband of a member. After each service our Board of Deacons and
members of Presbyterian Women, ably led by Moderators Cindy Mercer and Catherine Shelton,
provided receptions which offered much needed opportunities for our members to convey the
care and concern of the congregation to the families and friends of those whose lives we gathered
to celebrate. How grateful I am for this ministry of gracious and generous hospitality!
Connected in Christ to the world…I hope you have noticed the new feature of our worship
service. Each Sunday, following the Prelude, a particular mission of our church is highlighted by
means of a “Did you know…?” promotional. Thanks to Martha Tinsley’s efforts, members and
visitors alike are regularly reminded that mission work, both local and global, defines who we are
as a congregation.
These are but a few illustrations of the ways our vision statement makes a difference in how we
“do” church. I hope you will think of some more examples and suggest additional possibilities
for the future. Then down the road we, like the New Horizons mission team, will be able to look
back and see how far we’ve come, by the grace of God, the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and all
for the glory of Jesus Christ the Head of the church!

----Pastor

George

“The Rock” is a newsletter for and about the Rockledge Presbyterian Church.
Deadline for articles is the 20th of each month. It is preferred that you submit your articles via email in
Microsoft Word format. An alternative method is to submit an article that is typed or clearly handwritten and placed in the Church Office newsletter box. Articles may possibly be accepted after the 20th
but will be published only as space or time permits. To assure that your articles get in the newsletter
please have them submitted by the 20th.
Kim Trujillo = 639-7826, kwtrujillo@hotmail.com
RPC e-mail address: officemanager@rockledgepres.org

Our new website is up and running! Go to http://www.rockledgepres.org/
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Marilu Thistle entered the church triumphant on July 8, 2015. A memorial service and
reception to celebrate her life and faith was held at RPC on July 16th.
Donald Snyder (husband of Phoebe Snyder) entered the church triumphant on July 8, 2015.
A memorial service and reception to celebrate his life and faith was held at RPC on July 14th.
Lois Gray entered the church triumphant on July 9, 2015. A graveside service was held at
Florida Memorial Gardens on July 15th .
"Blessed are those who die in the Lord, for they rest from their labors and their works follow them."

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Martha Tinsley who is now in Rehab for the next unknown weeks. 321-775-0925 Bed 2.
Viera Health and Rehabilitation Center, 8050 Spyglass Hill Road, Melbourne, FL 32940.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thank you to the following people who contributed to this month’s ROCK newsletter:
Pat Baggot (Evangelism), Rhenae LaFramboise (Calendar), Linda Britton (Did You Know), Julie
McCarl (Fellowship), Bob Trujillo (Session Notes), Jennifer Forester (Honduras), Dick Buttner
(Corp Admin), Christmas Mission Market(Debbie Lugar), Sharing Center (BJ Smith),
Mary Ellen Weissinger (Senior Connection)

Presbyterian Women





August 10th -- Registration forms for the Central Florida Kick-off meeting are due.
See announcement below.
August 17th -- Abigail Circle will meet at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Julie McCarl, 4134
San Ysidro Way, Rockledge.
August 18th-- Coordination Team meets in the Parlor at 9:30 a.m.
August 22nd -- Central Florida PW kick-off meeting at Lake Mary. Registration forms are on the
bulletin board and are due in by the 10th. Our bus is going. Registration is $10.00, which includes
lunch.

Save the date: SEPTEMBER 13th is our Kick-Off luncheon in Calvin Hall following the 11:00 a.m. worship
service. This will be a pot luck meal and a good time. Circles will resume meeting in September. All women
in the church are invited to join a Circle.

Borrowing from the recurring invitation to “come and see” in the Gospel of
John, the Evangelism Committee is hosting a special event called Come and
See: Connecting to RPC. Although designed to provide information for
regularly attending non-members of Rockledge Presbyterian Church who
might be considering membership, the event is also intended for anyone who
simply wants to learn more about the church and opportunities to grow as a
disciple of Jesus Christ through worship and service. Led by Pastor George
and members of the committee, this three-session orientation will briefly
overview RPC history and what it means to be Presbyterian, explain the
meaning of church membership , motivate the group to identify their gifts for
ministry within/outside the church, and answer any questions about membership. To profit fully from the
event, attendees should be present at each session.
Come and See: Connecting to RPC will be held in Calvin Hall on Sunday, August 9th; Sunday, August 16th;
and Sunday, August 23 from 11:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. Before each session, participants are invited to attend a
light lunch in Calvin Hall at 11:15 a.m. following worship. On Tuesday, September 8th, those who decide to
join will be introduced at the monthly Session meeting, and, once received by Session members, will be
officially commissioned during worship on Sunday, September 13th. If you would like to attend, please contact
the church office at 321-632-0811 by Monday, August 3rd. If you need church nursery care for the event, notify
the office by that date as well.

 We enjoyed a Linger and Mingle event after Worship on July 12. The cookies and
lemonade were delicious! Thanks to all who made cookies!

 The annual Light Lunch and Ice Cream Social will be held after our Worship Service on
August 9th! All are welcome---please plan to stay. Reservations are not necessary.
 If you are interested in finding out more about the Fellowship Committee, please call Julie
McCarl at 321-806-4068.

SESSION NOTES…..
The Session of Rockledge Presbyterian Church met on July 14, 2015 in the church library for its
stated monthly meeting.
o
o
o

o

o

o

o
o
o

Call to Order and opening prayer by Moderator Pastor George Wilcox at 6:30 p.m.
Quorum declared by Clerk Bob Trujillo
Treasurer’s Report:
- Treasurer Steve Mercer was not present but provided a written Treasurer’s Report for
the month of June - Approved m/s/c
Proposed Plan for Session-led Congregational Discernment Process:
- Pastor George Wilcox discussed the same-sex marriage documents previously provided to Session Elders.
- Motion by Elder Bob Trujillo to do the following (1) Session to commit to attend the Central Florida
Presbytery’s FISH (Fresh Ideas Start Here) leadership development workshop on August 29th at Wekiva
Presbyterian Church and to participate in the “The Historic Principles of Church Order for Today” workshop
provided by CFP’s Dan Williams; (2) Request that CFP’s Dan Williams provide an informational workshop
on September 15, 2015 to the RPC congregation concerning the changes to the PCUSA Book of Order; (3)
Pastor George Wilcox will recommend to Cheryl Carson that COLE provide a leadership seminar on the
same-sex marriage impact to churches - Approved m/s/c
Session Action Items:
- Motion by Corporate Admin Committee Chair, Dick Buttner, that due to insufficient interest and lack of
volunteers, to cancel the previous Session motion to count offerings on Monday and continue with the Sunday
counting after Worship service.” - Approved m/s/c
- Motion by Worship Committee Chair, Mary Ellen Weissinger, to approve one week of vacation for Pastor
George Wilcox from Monday, 7/20/15 to Monday 7/27/15. A substitute minister will be arranged for Sunday,
7/26/15. - Approved m/s/c
- Motion by Worship Committee Chair, Mary Ellen Weissinger, to approve a study leave for Pastor George
Wilcox from Sunday afternoon, 8/30/15 thru Sunday, 9/6/15. The program is week one (of two) of
“Transitional Ministry Network” of the General Assembly to be held at Montreat. Cost is $2,000 with $1,000
from Pastors Education Fund and $1,000 from CE Director Education Fund. Also a minister substitute is
required for 9/6/15 at a cost of $150 from the Worship Committee budget. - Approved m/s/c
Clerk’s Report by Elder Bob Trujillo:
o Statistical Report:
- There were no births, baptisms, or marriages.
- Church member Marilu Thistle entered the church triumphant on July 8, 2015. A memorial service and
reception to celebrate her life and faith will be held at RPC on July 16th at 11:00 am
- Non-church member Donald Snyder (husband of Phoebe Snyder) entered the church triumphant on July 8,
2015. A memorial service/reception to celebrate his life and faith will be held at RPC on July 14th at 11:00 am
- Church member Lois Gray entered the church triumphant on July 9, 2015. A graveside service will be held at
Florida Memorial Gardens on July 15th at 10:00 am
o Correspondence:
- Pastor George Wilcox received a letter from Reverend Corky Calhoun of Georgianna United Methodist
Church which mentions that Susan Ward an RPC member inquired into the possibility of her and others from
RPC donating to a Georgianna fund established for Jennifer McCoach who has been battling cancer for the
past few years. The letter requests that RPC members who are interested in donating should make checks to
Georgianna United Methodist Church with “Jennifer McCoach” written in the note section.
- Motion by Elder Bob Trujillo to approve posting in the Sunday, 7/19/15 worship bulletin the request from
Georgianna United Methodist Church for donations to the Jennifer McCoach cancer fund. - Approved m/s/c
Next Stated Session Meeting will be held on August 11, 2015 @ 6:30 p.m.
Motion to adjourn the meeting. Approved - m/s/c
Pastor George Wilcox closed the meeting with prayer at 8:50 p.m.

 “Feasting on the Word” is usually an hour when the
“students” and leader focus on one of the Lectionary
passages each Wednesday evening beginning at 6:30 p.m. in
the parlor. But one Wednesday in July they feasted not only
on the Word but on a delicious raisin/spice cake
remembering the gifts of food King David gave his people. In
II Samuel, David danced the Ark to its new location in the
kingdom and then distributed food to the men and women
of Israel. Marcia Wilcox was inspired to bake the cake in
remembrance of David’s generosity.
 Corbin Kramer celebrated his 18th birthday on July 9th in the custom of his family where
the parents plan a get-away that remains a secret until the last possible moment. This
year the destination was the Everglades and John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park.
Mom (Robin) reports that the trip was “very fun and they (her children) love the
surprise part!”
 Dottie Moehle celebrated her birthday at the Brevard Museum recently with a
celebration planned by daughter Debbie.
 The Senior Connection, thirteen strong, spent a day in Vero Beach on July 11th. Riding
the bus with Marcia Wilcox as the driver, the group arrived at the AMC 24 Theaters for a
morning movie. Most of the group chose Max, while several George Clooney fans chose
Tomorrowland. Lunch’s destination was the Ocean Grill on Vero Beach for seafood and
a beautiful view of the ocean. The group moved on to the Vero Outlet Mall to shop for
bargains. Group consensus: “a great adventure.”
 The Green Thumbs added a bed of oyster plants in the west courtyard along the walk
way leading to the breezeway and a bed of ten yellow and green arbicolas at the north
end of the courtyard. Pat Baggott promises that “once the arbicolas gain some size, that
courtyard will be beautiful.” Mary and her children David and Margaret helped the
Green Thumbs freshen almost all of the beds around the church with new mulch on a
recent Thursday. This took many hours with other volunteers pitching in. Dick Buttner
has been named “the sprinkler specialist on the Thumbs who finds inventive ways to
keep beds sufficiently watered and to prevent gutter water from washing away soil and
mulch,” reports Pat Baggott.

AUGUST 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

4

6:30 PM RPS
Board (L)
7:00 PM Boy
Scouts (C)
7:00 PM IPN (K)

5:30 PM Girl
Scouts #54 (C)
6:00 PM
Evangelism
Committee (Rm
5)
7:00 PM AA (K)
7:00 PM CE
Committee (L)

10

11

SHARING CENTER
SUNDAY
10:00 AM Children's Faith
Formation
10:00 AM Worship (S)

9

6

7

8

6:00 PM
Fellowship
Committee (P)
6:00 PM Girl
Scout (Team)
(Rm 5)
7:00 PM NA (K)

7:00 PM AA (K)

12:00 PM Senior
Connection Lunch, Cards &
Games (C)

12

13

14

15

4:30 PM Mission 7:00 PM AA (K)
Committee (L)
7:00 PM NA (K)

11:00 AM Memorial Service
for Hamilton Anderson (P)

19
1:00 PM
10:00 AM Children's Faith 6:30 PM Abigail 9:30 AM PW
Bereavement Group
Formation
Circle (H)
Coord. Team (P) (P)
10:00 AM Worship (S)
7:00 PM Boy
5:30 PM Girl
6:30 PM Feasting on
11:15 AM New Member
Scouts (C)
Scouts #54 (C)
the Word (P)
7:00 PM IPN (K) 7:00 PM AA (K) 7:30 PM Choir
Class/Lunch (C) & (P)
Rehearsal (K)

20

22

23

26

27

28

29

6:30 PM Feasting on
the Word (P)
7:30 PM Choir
Rehearsal (K)

6:00 PM Lego
Club (C)
6:30 PM
Trustees (L)
7:00 PM NA (K)

7:00 PM AA (K)

8:30 AM F.I.S.H. (Wekiva
Presbyterian Church)

MONTREAT SUNDAY
10:00 AM Children's Faith
Formation
10:00 AM Worship (S)
11:15 AM Honduras
Mission Trip Slide Show
(C)
11:15 AM Light Lunch- Ice
Cream Social (C)
11:15 AM New Member
Class/Lunch (C) & (Rm. 5)
16

7:00 PM Boy
5:30 PM Girl
Scouts (C)
Scouts #54 (C)
7:00 PM IPN (K) 6:30 PM Session
(C)
7:00 PM AA (K)

5
1:00 PM
Bereavement Group
(P)
5:00 PM Planning
mtg for Montreat
Sunday @ McCarls'
house
6:30 PM Feasting on
the Word (P)
7:30 PM Choir
Rehearsal (K)

17

24

18

25

10:00 AM Children's Faith 7:00 PM Boy
5:30 PM Girl
Formation
Scouts (C)
Scouts #54 (C)
10:00 AM Worship (S)
7:00 PM IPN (K) 7:00 PM AA (K)
11:15 AM New Member
Class/Lunch (C) & (P)
11:30 AM S.A.L.T.

31
Pastor's
10:00 AM Children's Faith Continuing
Formation
Education
10:00 AM Worship (S)
7:00 PM Boy
Scouts (C)
7:00 PM IPN (K)

6:30 PM Feasting on
the Word (P)
7:30 PM Choir
Rehearsal (K)

21

6:00 PM Girl
7:00 PM AA (K)
Scout (large) (C)
7:00 PM NA (K)

30

Calendar current at the time of printing.
For our most recently updated calendar, please visit

http://rockledgepresfl.view-events.com

Team Honduras 2015!
“Gracias”, RPC, for your superb support once
again! Your prayers & donations continue to
make a difference in the lives of kids & adults at
Casa Hogar Orphanage!
Dios te bendiga, (God bless you)
Jennifer Forester, RP Higgins, Lori & Melissa
Holloway
We will have a short slide show of our adventures in
Honduras on August 9th after worship in Calvin Hall along
with the Light Lunch and Ice Cream Social. Hope to see
you there!

Senior

Connection ……………………..

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8th…….BAR-B-QUE, CARDS AND GAMES
12:00 UNTIL ??
August is a good time to stay inside where it is cool. Our august event will be held in Calvin Hall and will
include lunch and fellowship time. Senior connection will provide pulled pork from Kay's
Bar-b-que, drinks, and rolls. Members will bring sides (names beginning with a-m) and desserts (names
beginning with n-z).
After lunch we will have time for cards and games -- bring your favorites -- dominoes, scrabble, cribbage,
cards, and any board games you would like to share. Does anyone have a bingo set they would be willing to
let us use?
Please sign up on the sheet posted on the senior connection bulletin board in the south hallway by August
5th so we have time to order from Kay's. Questions? Call Pat Baggott (636-8014) or Mary Ellen Weissinger
(636-9357).
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WANTED: CRAFTY CHRISTIANS
for Christmas Mission Market
November 15, 2015
We know there are some talented artisans and crafters in our congregation! We would love you
to consider participating in this year’s Christmas Mission Market by donating one or more of
your handiworks to support the work of our charities. Your work will be sold or auctioned and
the proceeds donated to the charity of your choice. You get the pleasure of creating for a good
cause and the charity benefits from your creativity. Everyone wins! This year’s Mission Market is scheduled
for November 15, 2015 so you have plenty of time to get inspired and get busy. For more information please
contact BJ Smith (bjsmith21@cfl.rr.com) or Debbie Lugar (deborahlugar@yahoo.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Karen Rhein, RPS Director
Hello!
My name is Karen Rhein and I’m very excited to be the new director and one/two year old teacher for our
school program, here at Rockledge Presbyterian Church. To give you a little background about me, this is my
27th year in early childhood education. I have taught ones, twos, threes, and VPK. I also spent 21 years as the
director of a church preschool in Central Florida. I have two children. My son, Jason, lives in Orlando and my
daughter, Robin, lives in Rockledge with her husband, Russ, and my two granddaughters, Beth and Adelyn. I’m
looking forward to getting to know everyone here at Rockledge Presbyterian Church and School!
School will start for RPS on Wednesday, August 12th. We will have a teacher Meet and Greet on Tuesday,
August 11th for the children to meet their teachers. We still have a few openings, so if you know anyone
looking for a wonderful preschool, please direct them to us. I can be reached at (321) 632-3343 or by email at
rpsdirector@rockledgepres.org.
We are also excited to start sharing what we are doing at RPS with our community via Facebook. So if you are
a Facebook user, please find Rockledge Presbyterian School’s Facebook page and ‘like us’, so that you can stay
up to date with the great things we have planned!

Central Brevard Sharing Center - I know many of you did not see the awesome amount of groceries the children
collected during VBS. It was great and it came at a time of most need. School is out and that means many no
longer receive breakfast or lunch at school. We have reduced the time for clients to receive food to once every
month. This has really increased our numbers. Any and all donations for the pantry are more than welcome.
Don't forget us when you are at the grocery store. We had a large yard sale at our MI Thrift Store this past
weekend. I will have more news regarding the outcome next month. A BIG THANK YOU to all the VBS group and
their support. ---BJ Smith

Important Pledge Update
June collections were exceptionally low and were below budget by
approximately $4,600. They were also less than last year by $7,700. We
encourage you to bring your pledge up to date in July as the church
expenses continue during the summer months. Remember, you can keep
your pledge current by using the church web site
(www.rockledgepres.org). Click on “online giving payments” and follow
the prompts.
--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

Wish List
Do you have a list of things that you would like to have, or do, if you had the resources or time to do them?
I’m sure you do. Like you, the church has a “wish List” as well. Rather than try to mention the items the
Session has in mind, we would like for our members to submit their ideas. In the space below, please record
some of the things you think the church should consider in the future. Try to be specific and include items
such as programs, facilities, personnel, order of worship, etc. Please give it some serious thought and place
the list in the collection plate on Sunday or drop your replies at the church office. You may sign your entry if
you want but that is not required. We will consolidate your ideas and publish them in a future newsletter.
List your ideas here:


_____________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________________
Name and phone number (Optional) __________________________________________
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Return Service Requested

Sunday Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m.
Note: During summer (June 7 – September 6) only one Worship service
Note: Children’s Sunday School will meet during Worship service

