Connecting in Christ to God, One Another, and the World.

I John 4: 7-8

October 2018

A WORD FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Friends:
Well, they tell me it’s fall now. Without a calendar I would have a hard time
proving it. But what the calendar also tells me is that we are getting back “into
the swing” of things going on in the church.
Summer is past and as we get back into our normal patterns of life, I want to
remind you of some of the things coming up in the days ahead. Our church
calendar is beginning to fill up and the holidays will be here before we realize it,
but don’t go too fast just yet.
The first Sunday in October is known as “World Communion Day.” We used to
call it “Worldwide Communion,” but for some reason it changed. It is the day
we recognize the fact that we belong to a world-wide church. We will have a
special worship service as we remember our connection with the Christians in
South America as they struggle with poverty, our connection with the
persecuted Christians in Arabic countries, our connection with Chinese
Christians who have been run out of their churches, and our connection with
Christians all around the world. It is a special day.
We finish the month with Reformation Sunday the 28th. This day we also
remember Christians in other places who join us in celebrating who we are as a
church, Reformed and always reforming. We remember our heritage as
followers of Martin Luther and John Calvin who sacrificed so we could have a
clearer understanding of our theology and why we do what we do. We will
remember that we are all priests to each other.
Throughout the month we will also have times of interest as we pick up speed
as a church at work. Our men’s group seeking to become organized as an active
part of the church will have their inaugural meeting with a pancake breakfast
on Saturday morning the 13th of the month at 9:00, and all interested men are
invited.
Then, we have the first “Blessing of the Animals” service on the grounds in
front of the church on Sunday the 21 st at 4:00 p.m. This is a good time to invite
all animal lovers to the service conducted by Cheryl Carson.
All these and the other programs of the month are helping us get a running
start into the church year. Please get the church calendar and place it in a
prominent place so you can see what is going on and make your plans to
support the church. God has called you here, so be prepared to meet the very
Spirit of God as we gather in fellowship, in study, and in commitment.
In love, HIS and mine
Pastor Mike Andrews

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
 10/4 Peace & Global
Witness Special Offering
 10/13 Men’s Pancake
Breakfast
 10/21 Blessing of the
Animals

LECTIONARY
October 7th
20th Sunday after Pentecost
Job 1:1; 2:1-10
Psalm 26
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16
October 14th
21st Sunday after Pentecost
Job 23:1-9, 16-17
Psalm 22:1-15
Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 10:17-31
October 21st
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Job 38:1-7, (34-41)
Psalm 104:1-9, 25, 37b
Hebrews 5:1-10
Mark 10:35-45
October 28th
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Job 38:1-7, (34-41)
Psalm 104:1-9, 25, 37b
Hebrews 5:1-10
Mark 10:35-45
http://lectionarypage.net/

CLERK’S REPORT
SESSION MEETING REPORT
The Session met on Tuesday, September 11, 2018, at 6:30 p.m.

CHURCH OFFICERS
Deacons
Cindy Mercer, Moderator
Isabella Cavanagh
Sharon Kermes
Donna Lucenius
Joan Meekins
Della Rose
Jane Rowe
Susy Rush
Audrey Skidmore
Bonnie Smith
Session/Elders
Liz Battista, Fellowship
Cheryl Carson, Worship
Pam Higgins, Corp. Admin.
Thom Kermes, Clerk
Ellie Kiesling, Evangelism
David Kramer, RPS
Beth Strickland, Comm.
CanDe Waters, Christian
Ed.
Trustees
Paul Wood, Chair
Glenn Disch
Sue Mann
Paul Moseley
Doug Rives
Bill Rose
Kim Trujillo
David Ward
Richard Waters
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Michael Andrews

Treasurer Reminder: Through Session, the church for many years has paid an
annual amount of money per church member to our Presbytery. Our per capita
amount is a combined total of financial requests from our Presbytery, our Synod,
and the General Assembly based on their budgets for the coming year. This year
the per capita for RPC is $16.75 per member, which can be pledged through an
offering. This is not a mandatory contribution for a member; however, if he/she
does not contribute, then his/her per capita apportionment must be paid by the
church (out of the church general fund. Although late in the year, members can
still contribute all or part of their per capita to offset budget spending.
Worship: Sunday, September 30th will be an old-fashioned “camp-meeting”
service with older gospel songs, casual dress, and worshipping the Lord with
enthusiasm.
Corporate Administration: Session approved updated policies and guidelines
for the Bob Rowe Scholarship. These updated policies will be available in the
church office in the near future. Session also approved a Bookkeeper/Office
Assistant job description.
Fellowship: The committee is planning our annual Holiday Progressive Dinner
for December 8th.
Christian Education: The committee is looking for an assistant to serve in the
Nursery on Sunday morning.
Session closed with prayer at 8:43 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Thom Kermes - Clerk

THANK YOU
To all of our dear Church friends….
We are so grateful to all of you who have been so supportive during
our move to Sonata. No, this has not been easy, but your prayers, your
caring, and your thoughtful cards, have been a blessing that helps
sustain us as we re-invent ourselves and become members of a new
way of life.
Dottie and Bill Moehle
New Address: Sonata Assisted Living Community
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3325 Breslay Dr., Melbourne, FL 32940 (phone & email are same)

FALL SCHEDULE
Sunday Worship 8:45 a.m. Informal Service in the Chapel
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service in the Sanctuary
NOTE: LISTENING DEVICES AND LARGE PRINT HYMNALS ARE AVAILABLE
ASK AN USHER FOR ASSISTANCE.
Children & Youth Sunday School & Adult Studies 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Coffee & Fellowship 10:30-10:50 a.m. in Calvin Café

NEWSLETTER
is a newsletter for and about Rockledge Presbyterian Church.
Deadline for articles is the 20th of each month. It is preferred that you
submit your articles via email in Microsoft Word format. An alternative
method is to submit an article that is typed or clearly hand-written and
placed in the Church Office Manager’s mail box. Articles received after the
20th will be published only as space or time permits. To assure that your
articles get in the newsletter please have them submitted as soon as
possible. RPC e-mail address: officemanager@rockledgepres.org
Article Authors—Thank you to the following authors who contributed to this month’s ROCK newsletter: Pastor
Mike Andrews, Front Page Article , Thom Kermes (Clerk Report), Ellie Kiesling (Evangelism/Adult Education);
Dr. Cheryl Carson (Blessing of Animals); Catherine Shelton (Did You Know / Lunch Bunch); B.J. Smith (Central
Brevard Sharing Center); Karen Rhein/Robin Davis (RPS School); Liz Battista /Cindy Mercer (Fellowship); Robin
Kramer (Youth); Pat Baggott (Senior Connection).
Special thanks to: Pat Baggott/Kim Trujillo Newsletter proofreading/editing; Linda Williams/Kim Trujillo
newsletter distributions; Beth Strickland/ Susan Melcher layout.

NEW MEMBERS— UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL
Bryan Pell (new member) Rochelle,
his wife, Rozlyn, daughter and Colyn,
son.

Janet von Berg
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CAREGIVING EDUCATION

CAREGIVER EDUCATION & RESOURCE PROGRAM
NEED FOR PRAYER

Series of three Free Classes (attend one or all)

Grace Boushell

Tuesdays 6:00pm-7:30pm on

Carol Disch

October 2, 2018

The Experience of Caregiving

October 9, 2018

Community & Personal Relationships,

October 16, 2018

Grief, Bereavement & Important Decisions

Kent Allen
B.J. Smith
Eleonor Larsen
Dave Mann
David Kramer
Sue & Don Oden
Dr. Bob Anderson
Bill Moehle
Myers Mason
Eric Mann
Carolyn Kenaston

Rockledge Presbyterian Church
Calvin Hall
921 Rockledge Drive
Rockledge, FL 32952
To register or for more information, please contact:
Karen McNally, MSW/BC at 321-269-4240 or e-mail caregiving@hospiceofstfrancis.com
HospiceOfStFrancis.com • (321) 269-4240 • toll free (866) 269-4240

Family & Friends of the
Church….
Judy Lacy
Emma Thompson
The Free Family
Erin Mead
Matt Jobes
Julie Schroeder
Laurette Bryan
Aunt Lyn
Jim & Barbara Kalkwarf
Patty Purtell
Stella Held
Nancy Stimson
Andrea Barnes
Russell
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MISSION NEWS
Central Brevard Sharing Center
by B.J. Smith
Monthly 1st Sunday—Collection (Pantry/Thrift Items)
All are invited to the grand opening and ribbon cutting of our new
Suntree boutique and donation center located at 7720 N. Wickham
Rd., Suite 103, in Melbourne. Scheduled for October 5th from 4:00
to 7:00 p.m., the event will be highlighted by light hors d’oeuvres
and giveaways. For more information, call 425-3334.
Thank you all for all the food you have donated during the pantry's
low days of summer. For the latest on the Merritt Island store, hear
more about that in early October.
Mission Committee Focus (Manna bag items collectioin ongoing)
Peace & Global Witness Special Offering, Sunday, October 7th
Presbyterian Disaster Relief, November 2018

WORSHIP

BLESSING OF THE
ANIMALS

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21st
4:00 p.m.
Rockledge Presbyterian Church
921 Rockledge Drive
Brief Worship Service in the Courtyard
Followed by Individual Blessing of Each Pet
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November 2018
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All Saints Day, Nov. 1st
Daily Light Savings Ends - Set clock back 1 hour on Sat., Nov. 3rd.
Fellowship Crafts Event, Nov. 4th (flier included within)
Fellowship Fall Breads, Narthex, Nov. 11th
Youth Fundraiser Bake Sale, Nov. 18th
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 22nd
Space Coast Marathon—RPC Water Station, Nov. 25th

RPC NEEDS YOU….
Christian Education is
looking for 4 caring church
members to sit in our church
nursery once a month during
the Sunday school hour with
our paid nursery attendant.
This is not a demanding
position, just a caring heart
and extra eyes and hands if
Ushers are needed for our Sunday
needed. Please contact CanDe
Traditional Services. Please contact Waters or Sue Mann if willing
Donna Lucenius, 757-751-1248.
and able to help!!

OCTOBER
ANNIVERSARIES
AND
BIRTHDAYS
Anniversaries
Carol & Glenn Disch 16th

Birthdays

UNSUNG HEROES AT RPC ….
Pastor Mike for his endless hours devoted to our church and families .
Nancy Horchler for her generous gifts of her time as an office volunteer
and one of two team leaders for communion preparation . Thank you
also for your continuous supply of stamps which are used to mail
bulletins and newsletters.

Sherry Aude
5th
David Ward Jr.
6th
Jillian Waters
6th
Bettye Jean Decker 9th
Pat Baggott
10th
R.P. Higgins
10th
Bonnie Smith
17th
Catherine Zeek
20th
Tim Burr
23rd
Dan Hurtubise
25th
Liz Battista
27th
Colyn Pell “18th”
27th
Daniel Kopp
29th
Kristi Joy Porter
30th
Loris Bickum
31st

Pat Baggott for her many contributions as the Coordinator for Senior
Connection, Care Ministry, Co-Leader of the Evangelism/Membership
Committee , Green Thumbs , Adult Studies, etc.
Thank you very much for everything you do for RPC!
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FELLOWSHIP UPCOMING EVENT

Ms. Claus, Elves, Kids ….

LET’S GET CRAFTY!
LUNCH, FELLOWSHIP & CRAFTS

LET’S GET CRAFTY!

Sunday, November 4th at 12:15 in Calvin Hall
All are welcome! Activities for All!
Baked Potato and Salad Bar
ComeLUNCH,
and jumpFELLOWSHIP
start the holiday
with cards
& season
CRAFTS
and crafts making activities for all ages and gender.
All materials are provided. Please RSVP to Cindy
Mercer
at smercer9@bellsouth.net
or 639-4425.
This
Sunday,
November 4th at 12:15
in Calvin
will allow us to be sure we have all the materials
Hall
prepped before you arrive & enough food on hand!

All are welcome!
The Fellowship Committee,
Baked Potato and Salad Bar
Sponsor
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FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE
We hope that you enjoyed the Rally Day picnic. We certainly had
a good time. Thank you, Christian Education Committee
members, for letting us work with you on this fun meal.
Fellowship is getting ready for a busy fall season. Please look in
the bulletin and next month’s newsletter for updates!
Contact Chair Liz Battista at 321- 749-7953:
If you are interested in hosting part of the Progressive Dinner
which will be held on December 8th.
 If you are interested in helping with coffee hour on Sundays
before worship.


The Fellowship Committee meets on the 4th Wednesday of the
month at the church. Our next meeting will be October 24th at
6:30 p.m., and we would love to have you refresh our gathering
with your presence and input. If interested in attending, please
contact Liz for more details. The group promises to keep meetings
short!
LUNCH BUNCH The Last Sunday of the month, all are invited
to go out to lunch after the 11:00 service. COME JOIN US FOR
FUN, FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD! Contact Catherine Shelton if
you have any suggestions of restaurants or questions 321.693.4310,
cesheltonLCSW@gmail.com.

ROCKLEDGE PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH…

Upcoming events - Mark your Calendar!
Oct. 14 - McClelland Family to host MS/HS youth at their house
(4571 Chardonnay Drive, Rockledge; Bonnie - 321-536-1222) 1:30
-3:30 p.m.- Pool party and potluck lunch; drinks provided!
Nov. 11 - Youth family to host event
Nov. 18 - Fall Bake Sale (Bonnie McClelland is POC)
Nov. 25 - Marathon Water Station (Mary Ward is POC)
information included in this newsletter, VOLUNTEERS NEEDED.
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ROCKLEDGE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
October Meetings Schedule:
Abigail Circle -- Monday, Oct. 15th, in the
Church Parlor, at 7:00 p.m. For information,
call Linda Williams - 321-536-0788.
Ruth Circle -- Tuesday, Oct. 16th, in the
Church Parlor, at 5:30 p.m. Faye Bennett (321-431-5567) or Susy
Rush (321-452-2691) may be contacted.
Esther Circle -- Wednesday, Oct. 17th, in a member's home, at
10:00 a.m. You will receive a phone call regarding the place from
Lyle Keeling, 321-253-8084.
Mary Martha Circle -- Friday, Oct. 19th, in the Church Parlor, at
10:30 a.m. For information, call Millie Britt, 321-632-4807.
The Bible Study, God's Promise -- I Am with You, was introduced in
September and well- received by Circle members. October
meetings will continue the book’s study with Chapter 2.
Church Women United in Central Brevard
The next meeting of Church Women United is November 2nd. The
host church is Cocoa 1st United Methodist, now known as The
Open Door. Rockledge P.W. is a member of this unit which meets
four times a year. We do not have bake sales or rummage
sales! The meetings are over at noon and provide a time of getting
acquainted with women whom you might never meet
otherwise. The officers represent the following churches: Hope
United Church of Christ, St. Mark's Episcopal Church, The Open
Door, Cocoa Beach Community Church, Indian River City United
Methodist Church, Mount Mariah A.M.E. Church, and Rockledge
Presbyterian.
It is hoped that RPC will be represented at the meetings this
year. We meet in the church parking lot at 9:15 a.m. to
carpool. Call Dottie Branson (321-632-7698) for information.

MEN OF THE CHURCH
The inaugural gathering of Men of RPC will be a Pancake
Breakfast on Saturday, October 13th at 9:00 a.m.
in Calvin Hall. Please plan on gathering for this time of
fun and fellowship. More information is forthcoming, but
be sure and circle the date. Contact the Church office if
you plan to attend. 321-636-0811
10

ADULT BIBLE STUDIES
Journey 101: Knowing God, a six- week discipleship Bible study, will
be taught from Sunday September 16th- October 21st. All are Welcome! It
will be held Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:30 in the Parlor or Calvin Hall.
Join the class at any time, enjoy a cup of coffee, share with and get to know
others at RPC. There is no preparation or homework. Lessons will be
facilitated by Beth Strickland, Donna Lucenius, and Ellie Kiesling. The six
sessions will cover
Receiving Christ
Comprehending Christ’s Teachings
Learning the Scriptures
Studying the Scriptures
A Study of Christian Ethics
The Person and the Work of the Holy Spirit
Journey 101: Loving God and Journey 101: Serving God will
follow and are also 6-week studies, respectively. When we give our lives to
Jesus Christ and commit to follow him, we embark on a lifelong journey
of knowing God, loving God, and serving God. Growing as a
Christian and becoming a committed follower of Jesus Christ means that
we must
KNOW: Become theologically informed.
LOVE: Experience Spiritual transformation.
SERVE: Use our hands to serve others and share Christ.
Come Join Us Sundays at 9:30 a.m.!
Advent study: Sunday morning Bible study will take a break from the
Journey 101 series during the 4 weeks of Advent: Dec 2nd, 9th, 16th and
23th. If you would like to teach an Advent study this Christmas, please
contact Ellie Kiesling at 407-694-7364.
Lectionary Series will continue Wednesday nights from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
in the Parlor. Cheryl Carson will lead. Contact Jane Rowe for further
information at 321-652-6322.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
The Rally Event went very well with over 70 in attendance. Yard
games and an Ice Cream truck were a BIG hit and the Chef was a
super STAR.
New curriculum is being introduced in October.
R.P. Higgins will help teach the Jr./Sr .High youth
WOW teachers needed!!!
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ROCKLEDGE PRESBYTERIAN PRESCHOOL
September has come and gone…can
you believe it?!? This past month we
welcomed several new students to the
RPS family and two new staff members- Mrs. Jessi and Mrs. Nicole. We
are excited to see all the new faces!
Another exciting thing that started this
past month is a program called Soccer Shots. Students register to participate
in weekly soccer classes that teach beginning soccer skills in a fun and developmentally appropriate way for preschoolers. The soccer classes are held
on Wednesdays after school from 12:15-12:45. Our parents love this new
opportunity for our students, and we are looking forward to a great partnership with Soccer Shots for the rest of the year.
We are now gearing up for a busy season at school. October marks the coming of fall, and classes will be exploring the fall season through sensory activities, art projects, dramatic play opportunities, and more. At the end of the
month we will hold our Halloween Parade. This is a fun time for students to
show off their amazing costumes.
This month RPS will also be hosting the Annual Chili Cook- Off on Saturday, October 20th, from 5:00-7:00 p.m., and WE NEED YOU! This is your
chance to enter your best chili recipe for a chance to win the grand prize!
Chili chefs will receive free admission so they can taste test the competition.
If you would like to participate, please complete a Chili Cook- Off Chef form
and return it to the church office. We will have information about tickets, raffle
prizes, and more as we get closer. We hope you will join us for a night that
brings our school and church families together for a time of fellowship and
fun!

Calling all Chefs…
The Annual RPS Chili Cook-off is October 20th at 5:00
p.m.
If you, or someone you know, would like to enter the
RPS chili cook-off, please complete the form below and return it
to the church office no later than October 12, 2018.
*Please note: every chef receives free admission into the chili cook-off

_____YES, I will enter a pot of chili in the
cook-off
Name________________________________
Phone________________________________
Email _________________________
Are you a: ___ Church Member
___ Friend of a member or RPS family
___ RPS parent or staff member
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SENIOR CONNECTION
Senior Connection Event for
October : A Day in Mount Dora
Saturday, October 13, 2018
A charming lakefront town in
Central Florida, Mount Dora is one
of Florida’s most beloved small
town treasures. Lined with 19th
century clapboard houses surrounded by a towering canopy of leafy
trees, this laid-back town welcomes visitors to explore its famous
antique shops, outdoor cafes,
galleries, gourmet restaurants, and
wineries. Popular in the 1920’s, it was
a retreat for hunters and fishermen.
Through the town’s early history,
notable leaders Calvin Coolidge,
Dwight Eisenhower, Thomas Edison,
and Henry Ford stayed at the still
operational and beautiful Lakeside Inn
Hotel. Our day in Mount Dora will
include a narrated historic tour of the
city on the air conditioned Mount
Dora Road Trolley, lunch at the Lakeside Inn Hotel, and time for
shopping in some of the town’s vintage downtown stores.
Using the church’s 14-passenger bus, we will leave the South
Parking Lot at 9:00 a.m., allowing two hours for the trip to
Mount Dora. Expected return will be around 6:00 p.m. Each
person is responsible for the cost of the trolley tour ($23),
lunch, and a $5.00 donation for gas. If interested, sign up on
the Senior Connection Bulletin Board ASAP, but no later
than Sunday, October 7th so that required trolley reservations
can be made in advance for the group. Be sure to indicate if
you plan to ride the church bus or provide your own
transportation. If more than 14 sign up for the bus, they will
need to carpool from the church. Any questions, please
contact Pat Baggott at 632-8014.
Please deliver your deposit of $23.00 (trolley) to Pat before/after
11:00 worship on 9/30 and 10/7.
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RPC to Help with Space Coast Marathon &
Half-Marathon Water Station
Sunday, Nov. 25th!

Come and help with this community event—

When- Sunday, November 25th from 5:15 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Various time slots are available!. Race begins at 6:00 a.m.!
What – Need help manning water station which includes: people to wear “space costumes,”
make space props/signs, play space music, prepare/set up, hand out water & Gatorade, cheer for
more than 5,000 runners, clean up.
Where - Water station will be in front of our church along Rockledge Drive.
Why – Great outreach opportunity for RPC, and our RPC youth will be receiving a donation to
help with this year’s summer camp! Our church is listed as a beneficiary in the race’s
participant’s packet!
Who – All youth planning to attend camp this year, any congregation member or friend(s) that
can help! The more volunteers the better! We must have at least 20 people there at all times.
Contact Mary Ward at 321-635-8835, 321-794-3534, or mary-r-ward@digital.net if you are able to

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY UPDATE - CHURCH STAFF

Robert McBride, RPC Organist/
Accompanist

RPC NEWS — 2018
ROCKLEDGE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Since 1877, the members of
Rockledge Presbyterian
Church have been
dedicated to the ministry of
Jesus Christ and His
mission in the world.

Church Staff:
Rev. Dr. Mike Andrews, Pastor
Susan Melcher, Office Manager
Jim Bishop, Choir Director
Robert McBride, Organist/Accompanist
Steve Mercer, Treasurer
B.J. Smith, Financial Secretary
Cindy Mercer, Moderator, Deacons
Catherine Shelton, Moderator, Presbyterian Women
Karen Rhein, Director, RPC School

Rockledge Presbyterian Church
921 Rockledge Drive
Rockledge, Florida 32955
PHONE (321) 636-0811
FAX

(321) 636-5821

E-Mail Address:
officemanaer@rockledgepres.org
Web Site:
http://rockledgepres.org/

