
  

                                                   

                                                 
1 Garrison Keillor pointed this out in a recent broadcast of “Prairie Home Companion”  

 

                                  The Tattler………..  

 

Yogi Berra once wisely quipped, “You can observe a lot by just 

watching!”  Even though tradition speaks of three wise men, Yogi  

deserves a fourth place among them.  Along with the three gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh the wise men presented to the Christ Child, Yogi points to perhaps the 

most precious one of all:  a set of open, observant eyes!  What a gift it is to truly “behold” 

something as Matthew’s account of the Christmas story affirms from the very beginning: 

“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there 

came wise men from the east to Jerusalem…” 

   I love that somewhat archaic King James’ reference to “behold.”  It’s a wonderful word which, 

when carefully considered, contains two verbs essential to the act of looking and observing with 

studied intentionality:  “be” and “hold.”
1
  If you want to “see” you need to “be.”  We miss so  

much of life and its deeper meaning when we resist stopping, resting, and reflecting in our manic 

desire to do more and pay homage to the over-rated virtue of efficiency.   Any more, beholding  

has been reduced to the passing glance at a cell phone or tablet or the narrow confines of a selfie 

portrait. What a drastic contrast to the act (really discipline) of beholding the boundless wonder 

of even the most ordinary things:  a human face, a captivating sunrise or sunset, the fragile flame 

of a candle casting shadows on the wall, even words of scripture we have looked at time and again. 

   True wisdom recognizes that in order to “be” we need also to learn to “hold.”  Not grasp or 

hoard, or cling which obscures our ability to really observe something, but hold as in placing 

what’s before us, literally or figuratively, in open hands and a gentle embrace:  a glimmer of truth 

we gain from reading or listening or simply sitting in silence, a note of appreciation expressed 

from the heart, a word of forgiveness offered or received, a promise of scripture or a 

Spirit-inspired vision that haunts us day and night.  Until we pry our hands from around these 

fleeting blessings, we cannot behold what gifts they are to us! 

  Would that we were wise to these ways of “beholding, as the Magi of old proved to be!  It’s no 

surprise that in the verses that follow Matthew’s first reference to the word “behold,” the word 

 see or saw is mentioned four different times.  So the question for us this Epiphany (the season 

after Christmas which focuses on the Wise men’s star trek and the revelation of Jesus to the  

world) is this:  Could we join them in their watchfulness and be about the “business of beholding,” 

to borrow a phrase from Barbara Brown Taylor?  Who knows what we might see and what others 

might see in and through us? 

 

Open my eyes that I may see, 

      Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 

      Place in my hands the wonderful key, 

      That shall unclasp and set me free… 

Yes, free to “be” and to “hold” Oh, what a sight to behold! 

   
 

 

                                           ----Pastor George 
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Lectionary 
 

January 3rd:      
Jer. 31:7-14; 
Psalm 147:12-20; 
Eph. 1:3-14;  
John 1:(1-9) 10-18 
 

January 10th:  

Isa. 43:1-7;  
Psalm 29;  
Acts 8:14-17 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-
22 
 

January 17th:    

Isa. 62:1-5; 
 Psalm 36:5-10;  
1 Cor. 12:1-11;  
John 2:1-11 
 

January 24th:    
Neh 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-
10;  
Psalm 19;  
1Cor.12:12-31a; 
Luke 4:14-21 
 
January 31st

:      

Jer. 1:4-10; 
 Psalm. 71:1-6;  
1 Cor. 13:1-13; 
Luke 4:21-30 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

“The Rock” is a newsletter for and about the Rockledge Presbyterian Church. 
    

Deadline for articles is the 20th of each month.  It is preferred that you submit your articles via email in 

Microsoft Word format.  An alternative method is to submit an article that is typed or clearly hand-

written and placed in the Church Office “Communications” mailbox. Articles may possibly be accepted 

after the 20th but will be published only as space or time permits. To assure that your articles get in the 

newsletter please have them submitted by the 20th. 

   Kim Trujillo:  home phone 639-7826, email kwtrujillo@hotmail.com 

  RPC e-mail address: officemanager@rockledgepres.org  

 

 

Our church website is:  http://www.rockledgepres.org/ 
 

 

                 Deacons                                                    Session Elders              Trustees 
Cindy Mercer  Patti Hyland           Linda Britton      Paul Moseley 

Jane Rowe  Della Rose           Cathy Cady                 Richard Waters 

Carole McKinley               Betty Richards           Julie McCarl                 Sue Mann 

Pete Aude’  Linda Rose           Pat Baggott                    Glenn Disch 

Susy Rush  Marcia Wilcox           Terrie Kroger       Dane Bradford 

Bonnie Smith              R.P. Higgins                 Paul Wood 

Carol Rives              Bob Trujillo                 Doug Rives 

                                           Mary Ellen Weissinger             David Ward 

                           

RPC School         
Karen Rhein: 632-3343 

 

The sympathy and support of the church is with Mark & Julie McCarl and family upon 
the death of Mark’s Step father, Allan Chambers.  

----------------------------------------------------- 
We surround the family of Cally and Frank Rogers-Witte with our sympathy  

and support on the death of their five year old grandson, Lee, who died as the result of an  

incurable congenital disease.  

Expressions of sympathy can be sent to: 104 Riverside Drive, #901, Cocoa, FL 32922. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Thank you to our RPC family for all of the prayers and support during the illness and passing of 
Mark’s step father, Allan Blaine Chambers.  A celebration of life will be held at Pineda 
Presbyterian Church on January 9th at 2:00 pm. — Mark and Julie McCarl 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you to the following people who contributed to this month’s ROCK newsletter: 
 
Rhenae LaFramboise (Calendar), Linda Britton (Did You Know, Book Review, Adult Faith 
formation, Small group), BJ Smith (Christmas Mission Market, Sharing Center), Dottie Branson 
(Presbyterian Women),  Bob Trujillo (Session, Pledge Status), Jennifer Forester (Honduras), Pat 
Baggott (Senior Connection, Care Ministry), Julie McCarl (Fellowship) 

 

 
 

 



  

Presbyterian Women  
 HAPPY  NEW  YEAR TO ALL 

 

Calendar: 
January 8th - Church Women United:  The first meeting of the New Year will be Friday, January 
8th.  This is the Annual Meeting, with fellowship at 9:30 a.m. and the meeting at 10:00 a.m.  Cocoa Beach Community 
Church will host the meeting.  The address is 126 S. Atlantic Avenue.  The speaker for this program is Robin Wagoner 
from Glory Mansions in Cocoa Beach.  It is a Christian based Safe Haven for Women with Addictions, sponsored by the 
world-wide WEGO Ministries.  Want to car-pool?  Please meet in our church parking lot at 9:00 a.m. 
 
January 15th -   Mary Martha Circle will meet in the Parlor at 10:30 a.m. 
 
January 17th - Blanket Sunday, PW collects monies for the Church World Service Blanket Fund.  From these donations 
from the congregation, blankets are distributed to refugees and the needy throughout the world.  RPC has a reputation as 
being exceptionally generous for this project. 
 
January 18th - Abigail Circle will meet at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor. 
  
January  19th - The Coordinating Team will meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor. 
January 19th -  Ruth Circle will meet at 5:30 p.m. in the Parlor. 
 
January 20th -  Esther Circle will meet at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Joan Meekins, 1143 Wentworth Circle, Rockledge. 
January  20th -  Central Florida Presbyterian Women's Annual Gathering will be held in Oviedo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Mission Market 

 
It was a day of fun and shopping, with many new and different items. 

Below are the totals for each mission : 
Camp Montgomery - $280.17 

Montreat - $280.17 
Habitat for Humanity - $433.00 

Casa Hogar - $686.35 
Sweet Adelines -$144.00 

Rockledge Pres School - $159.84 
Special Gathering - $438.00 

Fellowship (Progressive Dinner) - $80.00 
Brevard Achievement Center - $235.00 

Central Brevard Sharing Center - $384.35 
Olive Oil - $380.00 

Girl Scouts - $407.00 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Central Brevard Sharing Center News 
 

Your help with groceries allowed us to hand out baskets for Thanksgiving.  
 Over 200 were given out this year. Christmas meant stocking and toy give aways.  

The items you have placed in the basket in the narthex were a big help.  
It is a busy time of the year for all of us, but thank you for remembering those less fortunate. 

 
Do you know someone who likes to bar-b-que? We will have a bar-b-que contest in April. Get your 
recipes ready and plan to enter. It is only for amateurs and backyard chefs. The event will be held 

at Burton Smith Park. Mark your calendars now for April 23.  
There will be more information in future newsletters on sign-up and tickets.  

Check with BJ Smith if you have any questions. 

 
 



  

SESSION NOTES….. 
 

The Session of Rockledge Presbyterian Church met on December 8, 2015 in Calvin Hall for its stated 

monthly meeting.  

 

 Call to Order and opening prayer at 6:30 p.m. by Moderator Pastor George Wilcox  

 

 Quorum declared by Clerk Bob Trujillo 

 

 Pastor George mentioned that while he was moderating the Session Meeting for the Riverside 

Presbyterian Church they always make a motion to adjourn their Session meeting by 8:30 p.m. each 

month.  Motion by Elder Linda Britton to adjourn the Session meeting by 8:30 p.m. - Approved m/s/c 

 

 Motion by Elder Bob Trujillo to approve Pastor George Wilcox’s vacation and study leave for the following 2016 dates: - 

Approved m/s/c 
- January 24 – February 3 (Vacation) 

- April 4 - 11 (West Coast Pastors’ Conference in California) 

- August 20 – 26 (Board of Pensions Retirement Conference in Montreat, NC) 

 

 Treasurer’s Report: 

- Treasurer Steve Mercer presented a written Treasurer’s Report for the month of November - Approved m/s/c 

- Motion by Elder Julie McCarl to use the excess $2,000 from the Church Improvement Fund to offset the cost of the 

current office renovation costs - Approved m/s/c 

 

 2016 Budget Process: 

- Elder Bob Trujillo provided the electronic copy of the previously approved 2016 RPC Budget to all Session Elders. 

- Elder Bob Trujillo presented the updated 2016 stewardship pledge information as of December 8, 2015. 

 

 Session Action Items: 

- Mission Committee: 

 Motion by Committee Chair R.P. Higgins to use $600 from the money collected at the RPC Christmas Mission 

Market to help pay college tuition for 2 students (Milda and Paola) at Casa Hogar in Honduras. - Approved m/s/c 

 

 Reminder of Important Dates: 

- The new Cindy Mercer Rockledge Presbyterian Pre-school Scholarship Fund will be announced on December 20th and 

Cindy will be publicly recognized for her many years of dedication to the RPC pre-school program on that day. 

- Motion by Elder Bob Trujillo to call a Congregational Meeting to be held on January 24, 2016 after the 11:00 a.m. 

Worship Service for the Congregation of Rockledge Presbyterian Church to approve the items below. - Approved m/s/c 

 Approve Pastor George Wilcox’s 2016 Terms of Call. 

 Approve the 2015 Annual Report distributed and reviewed at this Annual Meeting. 

 Approve the report of the Congregational Nominating Committee, placing in nomination the names of those who 

have agreed to serve as Elders, Deacons, and members of the 2016 Congregational Nominating Committee. 

- Please submit all committee annual reports to Rhenae in the Church Office by January 6, 2016. 

Note: At the next Session meeting we will discuss how we can include photographs of the members who have passed away and 

joined the church triumphant. 

 

 Next Stated Session Meeting will be held on January 12, 2016 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

 Motion to adjourn the meeting.  Approved - m/s/c 

 

 Moderator Pastor George Wilcox closed the meeting with prayer at 8:30 p.m. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 RPC Pledge Giving – Weekly Update 
 

Below is the status on the overall 2016 pledge cards submitted by our church members and 
the corresponding monetary amounts that were pledged. 
 
66 = Number of 2016 pledges currently received (as of 12/13/2015) 
$199,508 = Total amount currently pledged for 2016 (as of 12/13/2015) 
 
20 = Number of church members who pledged in 2015 but who have not yet pledged in 2016. 
$57,810 = Total amount pledged by the 20 church members in 2015 but who have not yet pledged in 
2016. 
 
86 = Total potential pledges for 2016 if the 20 church members who have not turned in their pledges 

do submit their pledge card. 

$257,318 = Total potential pledge amount for 2016 if all 86 church members turn in their pledge 
cards. 
 

PLEASE TURN IN YOUR 2016 PLEDGE CARDS BEFORE THE END OF THE 

YEAR SO THAT WE CAN MEET OUR 2016 CHURCH GOALS! 

THANK YOU! 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Team Honduras 2015 - 2016 

 

 
Next trip planned for June 13 - 23, 2016! 

This will be a combination of East Coast churches - RPC & Central Life 
And West Coast churches - Wesley Chapel / Tampa. 

Pray about your involvement on this next trip....prayer support is a vital part of every trip! 
Dios te bendiga / God bless you, 

 
  Jennifer Forester & Team 

 
 

 



  

 
Happy New Year from your Fellowship 

Committee! 
 
On November 22nd we had a great time at our Holiday Dinner.  Thank 
you to all who made the GREAT salads and sides to go with the turkey 
and ham!!  It was all delicious!  And a big THANK YOU to the Girl Scouts, 
who took care of the set up and decorations in Calvin Hall! 
  
About 30 people participated in the Annual Progressive dinner on 
December 5th.    We started out at the home of the Trujillo’s for 
appetizers, then on to the Mercer’s for salads and a variety of delicious 

lasagnas.  Our last stop was at the Higgins’ home, where we shared desserts and sang Christmas Carols!  It 

was a great evening of food and fellowship! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                Appetizers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Salad and Dinner 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
            Dessert and Singing Christmas Carols 

 
  



  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

    1

 
CHURCH OFFICE 

CLOSED  

for New Year's Day  

2 
Eagle Scout 

Ceremony  

(S & C)  

3 
COMMUNION SUNDAY  

Remember to bring Sharing Center donations today.  

8:30 AM Worship (Chapel)  

9:30 AM Adult & Youth Faith Formation  

10:30 AM Fellowship & Coffee (C)  

11:00 AM Worship (S)  

11:15 AM Children's Faith Formation (Rm 5)  

4 
5:30 PM Cub 

Scouts (C)  

6:30 PM RPS 

Board (L)  

7:00 PM Boy 

Scouts (C)  

7:00 PM IPN (K)  

5 
5:30 PM Girl 

Scouts #54 (C)  

6:00 PM 

Evangelism 

Committee (Rm 

5)  

7:00 PM CE 

Committee (L)  

6 
10:00 AM 

Lectionary Study 

Group (L)  

1:00 PM 

Bereavement 

Group (P)  

6:00 PM Church 

Un-decorating  

7:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal (K)  

7 
6:00 PM Girl 

Scout Board (Rm 

5)  

6:00 PM Men's 

Bible Study (Bob 

Trujillo's home)  

7:00 PM NA  

(K & A)  

8 
9:30 AM Church 

Women United 

Annual Meeting 

(Cocoa Beach 

Community 

Church)  

9 

10 
8:30 AM Worship (Chapel)  

9:30 AM Adult & Youth Faith Formation  

10:30 AM Fellowship & Coffee (C)  

11:00 AM Worship (S)  

11:15 AM Children's Faith Formation (Rm 5)  

11 
5:30 PM Cub 

Scouts (C)  

7:00 PM Boy 

Scouts (C)  

7:00 PM IPN (K)  

12 
6:30 PM Session 

(C)  

13 
10:00 AM 

Lectionary Study 

Group (L)  

6:30 PM Feasting 

on the Word (P)  

7:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal (K)  

14 
4:30 PM Mission 

Committee (L)  

6:00 PM Men's 

Bible Study (Bob 

Trujillo's home)  

7:00 PM NA  

(K & A)  

15 
10:30 AM Mary 

Martha Circle (P)  

7:30 PM Audubon 

Society (C)  

16 

17 
BLANKET SUNDAY  

8:30 AM Worship (Chapel)  

9:30 AM Adult & Youth Faith Formation  

10:30 AM Fellowship & Coffee (C)  

11:00 AM Worship (S)  

11:15 AM Children's Faith Formation (Rm 5)  

18 
CHURCH 

OFFICE CLOSED 

FOR MARTIN 

LUTHER KING 

JR. DAY  

5:30 PM Cub 

Scouts (C)  

6:00 PM 

Fellowship 

Committee (P)  

7:00 PM Abigail 

Circle (P)  

7:00 PM Boy 

Scouts (C)  

7:00 PM IPN (K)  

19 
9:30 AM PW 

Coordinating 

Team (P)  

5:30 PM Ruth 

Circle (P)  

20 
CFP PW Annual 

Gathering 

(Oviedo)  

10:00 AM Esther 

Circle (Joan 

Meekins' home)  

10:00 AM 

Lectionary Study 

Group (L)  

1:00 PM 

Bereavement 

Group (P)  

6:30 PM Feasting 

on the Word (P)  

7:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal (K)  

21 
6:00 PM Girl 

Scout Leaders 

(C)  

6:00 PM Men's 

Bible Study (Bob 

Trujillo's home)  

7:00 PM NA 

(K & A)  

22 23 
5:00 PM Senior 

Connection 

"Guys and 

Dolls" play and 

dinner (meet at 

the church to 

carpool)  

24 
Pastor's Vacation  

8:30 AM Worship (Chapel)  

9:30 AM Adult & Youth Faith Formation  

10:30 AM Fellowship & Coffee (C)  

11:00 AM Worship (S)  

11:15 AM Children's Faith Formation (Rm 5)  

12:00 PM Congregational Meeting (S)  

1:00 PM S.A.L.T.  

25 
Pastor's Vacation  

5:30 PM Cub 

Scouts (C)  

7:00 PM Boy 

Scouts (C)  

7:00 PM IPN (K)  

26 
Pastor's Vacation  

5:30 PM Girl 

Scouts #54 (C)  

7:00 PM Deacons 

Meeting (P)  

27 
Pastor's Vacation  

10:00 AM 

Lectionary Study 

Group (L)  

6:30 PM Feasting 

on the Word (P)  

7:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal (K)  

28 
Pastor's Vacation  

6:00 PM Men's 

Bible Study (Bob 

Trujillo's home)  

6:30 PM Lego 

Club (C)  

6:30 PM Trustees 

(L)  

7:00 PM NA 

(K & A)  

29 
Pastor's Vacation  

30 
Pastor's 

Vacation  

31 
Pastor's Vacation  

8:30 AM Worship (Chapel)  

9:30 AM Adult & Youth Faith Formation  

10:30 AM Fellowship & Coffee (C)  

11:00 AM Worship (S)  

11:15 AM Children's Faith Formation (Rm 5)  

 

     

 

Calendar current at the time of printing.  
For our most recently updated calendar, please visit:  

rockledgepresfl.view-events.com 
 

 

 

 

 



  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION AT RPC 
 

January 2016 FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULTS 
 

 
 Feasting on the Word: Adults gather on Wednesday evenings in the parlor from 6:30 to 7:30 

p.m. to read and reflect on one of the Lectionary Scriptures for the next Sunday.  Cheryl 
Carson facilitates the discussion; Jane Rowe is the contact person. 
 

 The Wired Word: Adults gather on Sunday mornings in the library at 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. to 
discuss a topic / event that has been in the news that week in the light of The Bible.  Mary 
Ellen Weissinger is the contact person. 

 

 COME TO THE WATERS: Women’s Circles meet during the third month of the month at 
various times to consider the subject of water in the Bible. The December focus is “Absence of 
water-Thirst and Longing. Catherine Shelton is the contact person. 

 

 Men’s Quiet Strength Bible Study meets each Thursday evening at 6 p.m. at Bob Trujillo’s 
home. Bob is the contact person and his contact information is 639-7826 or 
btrujillo@msn.com. 
 

 Spiritual Direction, Wisdom for the Long Walk of Faith by Henri Nouwen with Michael J. 
Christensen and Rebecca J. Laird: a commitment of 9 to 10 weeks of meeting regularly with a 
small group of like minded persons who want to move along on their faith journey.  Week 
night and meeting place to be decided by group. Linda Britton is the contact person. 

 
 

SMALL GROUP FORMING………………………  
Who: The small group is open to persons intent on deepening their spiritual life in the company 
of other like-minded friends. The group will be limited in number to eight. (If a larger number of 
persons sign up, we will form more than one group!) 
What: The focus of this small group will be Henri Nouwen’s book Spiritual Direction, Wisdom for 
the Long Walk of Faith.   Henri Nouwen was an author, priest, and spiritual counselor.  Although 
Nouwen did not write down his principles of spiritual direction, two of his longtime students 
have integrated his writings, published and unpublished, into this book with stories, readings, 
and questions for reflection and journaling.  See the book notes on this book elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 
When: The group will meet weekly for 9 weeks beginning in January, 2016 on a weekday 
evening. 
Where: At the church or a member’s home if invited! 
How: It is a commitment by individuals interested in taking new steps in their faith walk. 
Why: We are called by God to “grow in grace.” 
 
  Contact Linda Britton if you are nudged to join others in this walk of faith. 

 
 

 

 

 



  

 
 

 

How is this for an invitation?                         
 
Maybe this group can offer you a safe place, a place where you can meet 
God in a new way. 
 
 

 

 Priest, author and educator Henri Nouwen received this kind of an invitation. For him the 
invitation was like this: “Maybe L’Arche can offer you a home, a place where you are really 
safe, where you can meet God in a whole new way.”   (p.42) 

 
Nouwen eventually accepted the invitation of Jean Vanier, founder of L’Arche communities, 
home of mentally disabled persons.  Nouwen left Harvard University for one of these 
communities in France. After a year there, he accepted the call to be the priest at Daybreak, 
another of the communities located near Toronto, Canada, home to about 150 handicapped 
persons and 50 assistants. 
 
 Spiritual Direction, Wisdom for the Long Walk of Faith is a 
compilation of Nouwen’s published and unpublished writings 
culminating in this treasure of a book which zeroes in on 
Nouwen’s gifts for articulating the universal spiritual longings and 
needs.  The book addresses the fundamental questions which 
underlie our human struggles.  The book provides ways to begin 
to answer the questions in our own journey of faith through 
prayer, reading the Bible, being in community with others, and 
service.  It may sound like the same ole same ole, but let me assure 
you it is not.  Reading this book with others on the journey can help you meet God in a new 
way.  
 
 Divided into three parts, Spiritual Direction begins by asking “Where do I begin?” 
“Who am I?” and ends with the question, “Where do we go from here?” 
 
 Each chapter ends with Going Deeper: Exercises for Spiritual Direction and questions 
for reflection and journaling.  After reading each chapter, it is these exercises which promise to 
encourage the reader to go deeper, to think about his/her relationship with God. In a small 
group where members trust each other, some of these insights can be shared and can become 
prayers of the persons in the group. 
 
 This book can be ordered on amazon.com or bn.com.  If you need help with the 
ordering, see Linda Britton.  If you are called to be a part of this group, reserve your place with 
Linda Britton. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



  

 
Good news about our RPC family and their families can be shared on this page each 

month.  For example: 
 
 Hannah Ballas, granddaughter of Linda and Bill Britton, will be traveling to 
Israel in 2016.  Hannah is among six students nominated and selected to attend the 
Weizmann Institute in Rehovot, Israel by her school’s science teacher and 
administrators.  “The Weizmann Institute is one of the top scientific research facilities 

in the world, and having our students collaborate with Weizmann is very exciting,” according to Gloria Zakars, 
Director at the Peter Gruber International Academy and science educator.  
 
    Catherine Shelton will be home in time for Christmas after traveling for several 

weeks in Croatia. 
 
Linda Britton compiles the list and needs your input of good news.  Send good news to her at 
bbritton8@cfl.rr.com or to Rhenae, our office manager at officemanager@rockledgepres.org. 

 

                                                                                 
As we start a new year, we want to thank all the people that have served as ushers this 
past year. The ushers in our church do more than just take the offerings and give out 
bulletins at each service.  They place the offerings in the safe, assist in being responsible 
for the pews, lights and locking doors and count and record the number of worshipers.  We 
ended 2015 with the Kramer’s-Dave, Robin, Corbin & Cassidy- serving as ushers at our 
Christmas Eve Service.  We are going to expand the usher program in 2016 to include the 
youth of our church as ushers.  Take a moment and thank one of our youth as you see 
them taking on this responsibility in 2016.  We appreciate our youth and are excited about 
having them join the usher program.  If any of the adults would like to help with ushering, 
please call Donna Lucenius at 321-846-0434, cell number 757-751-1246 or email 
dlucenius@gmail.com 
 
                      ------ Donna Lucenius, Usher Coordinator 
                                                               

 

Time to un-decorate the church…..    Wednesday January 6th at 6 p.m. - Please join us to 

help carry the decorations back to the attic.  You can call Sue Mann if you can help take the 

decorations off the trees earlier that day so she can co-ordinate a good time for a group to come. 

Sue Mann can be contacted at 452-9559 

  
 



  

 
 

An annual leadership education event for: 
Teaching Elders        Church Educators—Professional & Volunteer 
Ruling EldersCommissioned Ruling Elders
Deacons        Youth & Young Adult Ministry Staff and Volunteers 
Clerks of SessionChurch Committee Members   

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SCHEDULE FOR THE DAY 
 

8:30 – 9:00 a.m.    Registration 
 
9:00 – 9:15 a.m.    Welcome, Announcements, & Morning Devotional 
 
9:15 – 10:30 a.m.    Workshop Session I 
 
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.   Networking Break, Resource Update & Snacks 
 
11:30 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.  Workshop II 

 

Please Register By Friday, January 15, 2016. 
Workshops with fewer than 5 registrants following the deadline will be cancelled.  

So don’t delay. 
 

Questions?  
Contact Cheryl Carson at ccarson@cfpresbytery.org or (407) 422-7125 x. 204 

 Registration Packet and On-line Registration Available at: 
http://cfpequip.weebly.com/adult-ministries.html 

Saturday, January 23, 2016 
First Presbyterian Church 

724 N. Woodland Boulevard, DeLand 

 
 

 



  

Senior Connection ……………………..            
                                           January—Dinner and a Play 

Anyone from the congregation, senior or not, is invited to join the 

Senior Connection on Saturday, January 23rd for dinner and a play! 

What better way to start the New Year than with the return 

engagement of the ever-popular musical Guys and Dolls at the 

Surfside Playhouse on Cocoa Beach. From the heart of Times Square, 

to the cafes of Havana, Cuba, and even into the sewers of New York 

City, this oddball romantic comedy introduces us to a cast of vivid 

characters: Sarah Brown, the upright, but uptight, “mission doll” out to reform the evildoers of Times Square; 

Sky Masterson, the slick high-rolling gambler who woos her on a bet; Adelaide, the nightclub performer with a 

chronic illness triggered by a 14-year-long engagement; and Nathan Detroit, her devoted fiancé, desperate to 

find a spot for his infamous floating craps game. The play includes many unforgettable songs such as, “I’ve 

Never Been in Love Before, “Sit down! You’re Rockin’ the Boat,” and “Luck, Be a Lady Tonight.” The play 

promises an entertaining evening! 

Our plan is to have dinner at a Cocoa Beach restaurant near the theater and then attend the play at 8:00 p.m. If 

we have 14 people, we can take the church bus. Departure time from the church will be 5:00 p.m. Ticket cost 

for seniors is $20; for adults, $22. Each person is responsible for the cost of his/her meal. More information 

about the restaurant and the purchase of tickets will follow in the bulletin and online. 

Please sign up by Sunday, January 17th on the Senior Connection sign-up sheet found on the bulletin 

board in the South Hallway.  Indicate the number attending and whether you plan to take the bus. Those in the 

Cocoa Beach area may prefer to take their own cars. Any questions, call Pat Baggott at 632-8014. 

 

 

Care Ministry Team at Work at RPC 

November 12
th

 marked the first meeting of RPC’s Care Ministry Team.  Members Del 

Butterfield, Carolyn Parrish, Faye Bennett, Jan Seals, Jane Rowe, Carolyn Finch, Pat 

Baggott, and Reverend Al Smith have formed the group to assist Pastor George in reaching 

the growing number of church members currently unable to attend worship or participate in 

the life of the church.  Having received training from Rev. Smith, the team of eight is making 

monthly visits to over 30 people who are presently at home, in hospitals, rehab, nursing 

homes, or some type of assisted living.  Whether their stay is temporary or permanent, the 

goal is to provide these people a continued connection with the church and to let them know 

that we care and God cares.  Visits are generally short and very much appreciated. Anyone 

interested in joining the team in this rewarding and much needed ministry at RPC is invited 

to call Pat Baggott at 632-8014. 

  
 

 

 

 



  

FUNNY BONE……………….. 
 
HOW THE INTERNET STARTED, ACCORDING TO THE 
BIBLE.  DO NOT GOOGLE THIS ONE OR CHECK WITH 
SNOPES.  THEY WILL LIE TO YOU.  TRUST ME! 
  
In ancient Israel, it came to pass that a trader by the name of Abraham Com did take unto himself a 
healthy young wife by the name of Dorothy (Dot for short).  Dot Com was a comely woman, large of 
breast, broad of shoulder and long of leg.  Indeed, she was often called Amazon Dot Com. 
  
And she said unto Abraham, her husband, "Why dost thou travel so far from town to town with thy 
goods when thou canst trade without ever leaving thy tent?" 
  
And Abraham did look at her as though she were several saddle bags short of a camel load, but 
simply said, "How, dear?" 
  
And Dot replied, "I will place drums in all the towns and drums in between to send messages saying 
what you have for sale, and they will reply telling you who hath the best price.  The sale can be made 
on the drums and delivery made by Uriah's Pony Stable (UPS)." 
  
Abraham thought long and decided he would let Dot have her way with the drums.  And the drums 
rang out and were an immediate success.  Abraham sold all the goods he had at the top price, 
without ever having to move from his tent. 
  
To prevent neighboring countries from overhearing what the drums were saying, Dot devised a 
system that only she and the drummers knew.  It was known as Must Send Drum Over Sound 
(MSDOS), and she also developed a language to transmit ideas and pictures - Hebrew to The People 
(HTTP). 
  
And the young men did take to Dot Com's trading as doth the greedy horsefly take to camel 
dung.  They were called Nomadic Ecclesiastical Rich Dominican Sybarites, or NERDS.  And lo, the 
land was so feverish with joy at the new riches and the deafening sound of drums that no one noticed 
that the real riches were going to that enterprising drum dealer, Brother William of Gates, who bought off 

every drum maker in the land.  Indeed he did insist on drums to be made that would work only with Brother 
Gates' drumheads and drumsticks. 
  
And Dot did say, "Oh, Abraham, what we have started is being taken over by others.  "And Abraham 
looked out over the Bay of Ezekiel, or eBay as it came to be known.  He said, "We need a name that 
reflects what we are." 
  
And Dot replied, "Young Ambitious Hebrew Owner Operators." 
  
"YAHOO," said Abraham.  And because it was Dot's idea, they named it YAHOO Dot Com. 
  
Abraham's cousin, Joshua, being the young Gregarious Energetic Educated Kid (GEEK) that he was, 
soon started using Dot's drums to locate things around the countryside. 
  
It soon became known as God's Own Official Guide to Locating Everything (GOOGLE). 
  
That is how it all began.  And that's the truth.  I would not make up this stuff.  
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Return Service Requested 

  

 

WORSHIP SERVICE: 

Worship Service @ 8:30 a.m. in the Chapel 

Worship Service @ 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
Note: Children’s Sunday School will meet during 11:00 Worship service 

 

  


