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Messageﬁ’om the Pastor : February 2024 :
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Jenn, Caitlin & Casey Barb & Jerry
Steliga lervolino

January seems to be filled with a lot of hope. Hope for a better year than the year previous.
Hope that the new year will lend itself to new opportunities, new love, new adventures, new
jobs, new babies, etc. Hope that life slows down.

For me, the beginning of January feels like a chance to take a breather. Advent, Christmas,
and Epiphany. Pastors spend the second week of January catching their breath. About the
third week, pastors start to think about Lent, statistical reports, Easter, and end of year
reports. The last week of January is for end of year reports. These reports are fun for me.
It is usually fun to look to see how the year has finished; this is probably because | am a
business major and | have my MBA and | like to look at financial reports, projections, trends,
etc. So, let me recap 2023 for you- we ended the year with positive numbers in the bank
account! We increased attendance both online and in person. Giving was up from 2022.
Confirmation numbers were up from 2022. Baptisms were up from 2022. New members
were up from 2022. More money was given for missions! 2023 was a good year for
Rockbrook! The church has been recharged and the Holy Spirit continues to move at RUMC.

So, let’s talk about 2024. The 2024 Stewardship Campaign pledged 15.3% more than 2023.
We have had nine people join the church. We currently have five teenagers in Confirmation.
Your Leadership Team is thinking about how to continue to move the needle forward with
discipleship, small groups, missions, and community building. It is just awesome watching
the church coming together, growing, dreaming, and making disciples. | am so proud of you!
| also stand in amazement what God is doing and | know that God is not done yet with what
we should be doing inside and outside the walls of RUMC.
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Thank you Rockbrook UMC!

Your support for the
“All People Pantry” donation of
food was truly appreciated!

Once again you all exceeded our
expectations! The pantry was
overwhelmed with gratitude!
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Now, let’s talk about this month. We will be finishing up the sermon series, Bless These Days:
The Lives We Actually Have on February 11". Ash Wednesday will be on February 14™. | will
be imposing ashes all day and telling you how much you are loved by God. When you come
into the church, you will be able to come into the chapel, pray and then | will impose ashes on
you. There may even be chocolate! In the evening, we will have a hands on Ash Wednesday
service with the imposing of ashes. Feb 18" will be the first Sunday of our Lenten Journey.

| will be using the book, “Lent in Plain Sight: A Devotion Through Ten Objects”, by Jill J.
Duffield. What | like about this book is that each week has a focused item such as a coin.

My hope is that when you look at these common household items that you will think about
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Thanks to everyone who helped with the
un-decorating of the church!

Your help was very much appreciated!

your relationship with Christ and remember how much you are loved by God.

A HUGE THANK YOU

| am ever grateful to be in ministry with you all. It is such a joy being your pastor. Be well.
If you need anything, need to talk, need to cry, need to eat tacos, reach out! | will try my

to Michael Quigley who came and shoveled snow all hardest to be available. | am here for y'all
around the church and the Day Care building on our
last big snow on January 11" & 12" ) Pastor Marcee

You are the best & a blessing to this church!
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9999999999999 9999999999IIIIIIPIY § Drop off your favorite dish prior to the 10:45am Service to the kitchen Zi
Teresa Holdcroft-Reese, Emily Quigley, Julie Vidlak, Paul Susemihl, § downstairs. Join us after the service down in the Fellowship Hall for ,gg:
Barb Reilly, Tatyana Boellstorff, Marc Welander, Andrew Seals, and Pastor g fun, great food & wonderful fellowship! We’ll see you there! ';é:
Marcee - what do these fabulous folks have in common? g ’ .ésf

§

They are all Rockbrook’s staff members who work diligently to ensure our §é§
church runs smoothly and provide a meaningful worship experience for all

ages.

It's Rockbrook’s annual tradition to celebrate these wonderful people by
presenting them with a love gift around Valentine’s Day, and now is the time
to start the collection.
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in the Church Office by February 11, If gifting by check, please note
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Palm éundag Cantata \ f raditional Ham Dinner

e meal provided & served by the Y offg77#

Mareb 2 4 202 4, L Join us after the 10:45am service in
, y

Eellowship Hall. This is a Youth sponsored -
gvith proceeds from the Freewill Offei 12

g ‘c? ard the_ Youth activities fi :-- =

Palm dunday R = ‘ «

Mareh 24 ,.

Ham lunch & €aster €3¢ Hunt

Staff Gifts” on the memo line.
The gifts will be presented on or around Valentine’s Day.

We are fortunate to have such a strong and caring ministry team. Please help
us recognize their dedication and efforts during this month of love!

Questions? Please contact Bev Donham at 402-490-5292 or Janice Samson at
402-660-1120.
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Maundy Thursday .

Mareh 28t N 3 March 24t

7 PM Serviee A : Following Palm Sunday lunch
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, % For children up through 6th grade
Good Friday -1 L

Mareh 29
Tpm dgrvieg
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Rockbrook Youth

Super Sub Sandwich Fundraiser!
: Pickup - Feb. 11

(After 8:45 & 10:45 services
in the Parlor area.)

No pre-ordering!

Dessert & Chips too!
il

Free will offering appreciated!
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Celebrate the
Resurrection of our Lord!

Happy Easter

March 31, 2024
8:30am & 10:45am
Worship Services
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2024 Lenten Giving Calendar!
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Summer Fun at Camp Fontanelle

pI-€1:€ suviddipyg ZI-9p:€ suviddiyd IT-91:&¥ Yviosy 8-1-TI uyor p-1-9C1 wvsd 9-#°9C1 Wvsd I[Z-91:§ suvnpulio) ¢
9T YdIBeAl ST Yd1e]Al v1 YIEN €1 YdoIe]\l TI YIBN IT Y21eAl 0T Yo2TeJAl
w0y anod ur wi0oapaq svod yi/5) 1UOLDIDJA UID]J
Suvag U245 ] ! /
Jo suvd 7 ut y;ng vung fo suv> g ut ind 1242 10 SjU22 (T 241D Jo suwd g Yova 10f S1uad ¢z 2419 | Jo asvyovd v ui yng

9IT-09°01 W [Z-91:§ suvnppulio) ¢ | [Z-91°S Suviyjurio) ¢ & wnsd € wjvsd ZI-6°S vnysor 6-9:5§ Yvvsy

6 YdIeA 8 YdoIBAl L Yoy 9 YareN S YaIBN LA CRL3 A\ € YIBAl
Snd. 2uioy anod up J10yd> j2onnf dnos
$2]pOON 112y svdS L

Jo sadvyond 7 up ;ng ut02 Jo suv> g ut md 1242 40f Spu2d § 2419 A forsums guting 1242 40f SjU20 O 2419 Josan Zupmd SE-I§:€] ayny

ZEqI1 ‘€-1:SI aynT EI-1:01 suvnpurio) [ | §-[°01 suvnjpurio) | 8-1-€9 wvsd $-1:SS yvinsy [-€9 wnsd LS I°LT wivsd
7 YdIeN 1 Y218 67 Areniqay 87 A1enaqaq LT Axeniqaq 97 K1enaqayg ST A1enuqay

Joquidwui Ayund anod ur
2oy anod u1 u01s1422} Xouaapy G Jpng muvag :
nunf dypvay yova
dia Jo Sl apsupd  uy g {1242 10f Spu20 §7 2419y | SO saxoq 7 up ind jnunf dyppay y. fail 5 g 0242 Jo x0q L1242
10 Spuad 7 2419 &= S 10 Spua2 O 2419 | 01:9-0Z:S Suvnpuiio) ¢
61-81:¢ suviddipyd I#-L 1§ suvrddyiyd pI-S°LT wvsd poI°LT Wvsd SILITI-I:SI sisaudn | QI-LITI-I°SI S1saua9 | £[-98-01 Suvuioy
p7 Krenaqay €7 K1enaqay 7T K1enaqayg 17 A1renaqayg 07 A1enaqag 61 A1enaqayg 81 A1eniqay
(sa014408 widy)

201y Jo 8vq q1 Z v up ;nd

I1Z-91°9 ‘WO
L1 K1enaqay

jes

=
D
5
-
C
o

5

q y J A Great Plains UNITED METHODIST CAMP

Jouuip 2522y ¥ IV
Jo saxoq 7 u1 yng

9-1°9 NN
91 Axrenuqaj

u4

awioy anod up auoyd
Yova 40 SJU2I ()] 2419

[I-1:9Z dwouosainaq
S1 A1enaqay

nyyL

SPECIALTY CAMPS

Sports Camp $475

(Grades 6-12)
Night Owls $500

Grades 6-12

'3
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CLASSIC CAMP ...

CAMPOLODEON $475

GRADES 3-6
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Girls Only $475

Grades 3-12
Zoobilee $525

Grades 3-6

1,2,6

MINI CAMP $240

XP CAMP $475
GRADES 2-3

GRADES 7-12

any

Week 8

Splish Splash $425

Grades 3-6

Last Campers on Earth $375
Grades 3-6

2 week
program

BASE CAMP $300
Adult/Child Camps
Oaks and Acorns - 1 night

GRADES 10-12

Uuop
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Fontanelle Finale $500
Week 5 - July 1st - 3rd
Week 6 - July 8th - 12th

Grade 3-12

- 7th

Week 2 - June 10th - 14th

Week 1 - June 3rd

Sonshine - 2 nights
June 29 - July 1 $240/person

June 2-3 $120/person

ung

asiver@greatplainsumc.org

Week 9 - July 29th - Aug 2nd

BIBLE STUDY, CAMPFIRES, ROCK CLIMBING, ZIPLINE, SWIMMING, CRAFTS, ARCHERY, SLIME TIME, PETTING Z00,

Week 8 - July 22nd - 25th

HIKING, JUMPING PILLOW, NEW FRIENDS, AND SO MUCH MORE...
www.campfontanelle.com

Week 3 - June 16th - 20th
402-478-4296

Week 4 - June 24th - 28th
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Summer Fun at Camp Fontanelle!

People Remembered Ivv o | United |
‘ I | inFaith Overnight Residential Programs:
Family of Dave Diggs, UWE Meetlng!
Family of Becky Fuller,
Family of Carl Johnson, February 14"
Family of Dana Bond, .
Bev & Mike Donham’s daughter, Kim, WedneSday 1:30 pm
Prayers for Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, . .
All Congregations & Staff, Friendship Room
All Hospital Staff, All women invited! Join us!
Our First Responders, &

Our Military Personnel

“Year-end Statements”

will be available Jan. 28! Te 61716113’

Please stop in the Parlor
area to pick up-your

PIRTHDAYS

(Statements are located on the side of the
table below the bulletin board!)

Fran Boeck
Mary Jean Amick

g ASh WednESday Deann Sterner
'’ SerV]_CC Joy Goodman

February 14th ;4 Donald Engstrom
Amy Jackson

700pm Sanctuary Mike Julian

Emmalyn Roy

Fran Dittmer

Church Council Mike Donham
Meeﬁn g! Cameron Grace
. Courtney Lezanic
n
3 " February 22 (Thursday) Margaret Heinz
me: 6:30 pm

Janice Samson
ere: Friendship Room
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Summer Fun at Camp Fontanelle!
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
6:00p SPRC (FR) 7:00p Amazing 8’s
7:00p Sqg. Dance Sq. Dance (FH)
Lessons (FH)
7:30p Praise Band (S)
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:30am Worship Service (3) | 6:30p Trustees Mtg. | 7:00p Sq. Dance (FH) | 7:30p Choir (S) 7:30p Praise Band (S)
9:30am Sunday School (FR)
(Children, Youth & Adult)
9:30a Confirmation Class
10:45a Worship Service (S)
& Live Streaming (S)
7-8:00p Youth Group (FH)
Camp Fontanelle
9677 County Rd 3
y 11 Youth Super Subs! | 12 13 14 Lent begins |15 16 17
Fontanelle, NE 68044 Available in Parlor areal
campfontanelle.com . i i 6:00p Finance Mtg. | 11:00 DAR Meeting 1:30p UWF Mtg. (FR) | 7:30p Praise Band (S) 7:00p Amazing 8’s
. i - Sisbam WorshipService (S) | (rR) (FH) 7:30p Choir (S) Sq. Dance (FH)
asiver@greatplainsumc.org -wjam sSunday schoo )
(Children, Youth & Adult) 7:00p Sq. Dance (FH) | _ 0\ ednesd
402-478-4296 9:30a Confirmation Class 00p ednesday
10:45a Worship Service (S) Service (S)
Register online: & Live Streaming (S)
campfontanelle.campbrainregistration.com
18 istSunday |19 20 21 22 23 24
of Lent _ _
8:30am Worship Service (S) 7:00p Sq. Dance (FH) [ 7:30p Choir (S) a:io?F(;?urch Council ;(::';ho(li:;(:ugpe . Fun
Oaks and Acorns: Adult with Prek-1st grader: June 2nd (2pm) - 3rd (2pm) Cost: $120/person ?cﬁladn:e:wlft‘r’\ ickgﬁ'lt) : together. Place &
Grow together with a young child in your life by spending a special 24 hours with them at 9:30a Confirmation Class Newsletter 7:30p Praise Band (S) time - TBD
camp. We will provide great memory making opportunities for you and your camper. Work s s‘ﬁ‘;f,,’,‘;ﬁgsg,““ ®) articles duel
together on a special craft project, swim in the pool, make friends with other oaks and acorns 7-8:00p Youth Group (FH) )
over shared meals and an evening campfire. Visit the animals at the petting zoo on a hayrack
ride. Choose to take a hike, visit the jumping pillows, ride the pedal carts, or play on the o5 26 o7 o8 29
playground during your free time. ChurCh_ POt'I_UCK' Fﬁf?)si’;gﬁ’jglp o
3:30am gfrfjgl',psscirgff ®) 7:00p Sq. Dance (FH) | 7:30p Choir (S) 5p Serve at the (WW) West Wing
Sonshine: Adult with 1st or 2nd grader: June 29th (10am) - July 1st (10am) Cost: $240/person (Children, Youth & Adult) Stephen Center ) Finaros Oftos
Bring a special kiddo in your life for 48 hours of fun and memory making! This is a 1b:45a Worship Service (S) (’?RP?/”WM R
great next step from Guardian Angel or Oaks and Acorns or a first-time experience for campers & Live Streaming (S) FFHj Fs,ﬁ’owsh‘;gm
not quite ready to stay by themselves at camp. The schedule will include time to spend with your Noo(:élﬁarw;ﬁit;j-loatf|l)'mk! Hall
camper working on crafts, swimming, taking a hayrack ride, and more. There will also be staff led /\ P
activities for campers while parents and guardians have a chance to enjoy a time of fellowship L |
andienselitagementtogether: (@etter arti‘ies a W bruary 21st for the IYIarc hank:b
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KIDS on the ROCK - February 2024

ROCKBROOK CHILDREN'S MINISTRY Julie Vidlak, children's ministry director

..... ceeeeensee...FEBRUARY CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL.................

Feb 4 - The Gospel of Luke

Feb 11 - VaLENTine Party: The Gospel of John and John 3:16

Join us as we prepare for Ash Wednesday/Valentine's Day
0¥, with a special party. What is LENT? What is LOVE?

o How can we prepare our hearts for Easter?

LENT FOR THE CHILDREN OF ROCKBROOK: "LEAP into LENT":
Children will learn how to take “Leaps of Faith” in their Christian journey! 9

a5 e®

Feb 18 - Leap into Lent week 1. Birth
Feb 25 - Leap into Lent week 2..Baptism w
(Thursday FEBRUARY 29 IS LEAP DAY!)

Join us at VBS 2024!
Sunday June 9 thru Thursday June 13
Evening hours TBD

ages 3 thru completed 6" grade — members and visitors welcome
If your schedule does not allow attendance all 5 nights, it’s ok! Come when you can!

VBS is a special only one week a year opportunity to grow in faith and fellowship!

If you would like to join the VBS volunteer team, Julie is taking names now!
There are opportunities to serve in many varied areas depending on your interests.
Thank you in advance for considering this chance to be part of the Rockbrook team,

whether it’s in bringing your children to VBS, inviting visitors to join us,
volunteering as a leader or helper, or all the above!

Rockbrook children love Camp Fontanelle!
Check out www.campfontanelle.com to register now!
You will receive information soon regarding scholarship
opportunities available from Rockbrook UMC.

........................... Children's Update from Julie...........................

In January, our children learned how the God kept the Old Testament promises of a Messiah. We

also took a closer look at the first 2 Gospels, Matthew and Mark. This month we focus on the last 2

Gospels, Luke and John. Then we LEAP into Lent on the first Sunday of Lent February 18 and

start our leaps of faith journey with birth and baptism. Thank you for sharing your children with us!
Many Blessings to your family, Julie V.
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Hello everyone!
w

hat a cold spell we have had, and it has impacted on some of our opportunities to come together.
| see that the temps should come back up soon though and we should have more chances to gather.
See below for upcoming events and activities. Please reach out to me if you have any questions.

Upcoming Events & Activities

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|
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| We meet every Sunday morning in the Youth Room from 9:30am to 10:30am. Everyone is welcome
I and we encourage you to bring your friends also!
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Saturday or Sunday (1/27 or 1/28) - Youth Fun Time out. | will leave if up to the youth to decide what

we do. Lot's of options from bowling, indoor mini golf, trampoline parks and much more. We will work to
find a time this weekend that works best for the schedules of most. Save the dates for now and look for
more information to come!

Sunday 2/4 7pm - 8pm Youth Group Fellowship Hall - Please come out and join in some fun and
fellowship. | encourage you to bring a friend. Let me know if you can attend for planning purposes.

Sunday 2/11 8am-Noon Super Bowl Sub Sunday - this is an annual tradition where we make subs
for the church and all funds raised go towards our Mission Trip. | will have lots of donuts this day!
| hope to see you all there.

: Sunday 2/18 7pm - 8pm Youth Group Fellowship Hall - Please come out and join in some fun and

| fellowship. | encourage you to bring a friend. Let me know if you can attend for planning purposes.

: Weekend of 2/24 on either Sat or Sun. Youth Fun Time out. | will leave if up to the youth to decide

| what we do. Lot's of options from bowling, indoor mini golf, trampoline parks and much more. We will
| work to find a time this weekend that works best for the schedules of most. Save the date for now and
look for more information to come!

I 2024 Mission Trip

I We will be going on our annual Mission Trip July 21-July 26 in 2024 to Loveland, CO. What | need from
you now is to let me know if you will be attending. | am looking forward to hearing from youth and also

| adults who would be interested. This year each participant will be putting in a payment of $100. This will

| secure your spot on the trip and help with any costs. If this payment is an issue, please contact me and
I we can discuss options.

|

: Roster as of now: (We still have 6 more spots to fill, let me know if you can attend)

: Youth Adult

I Anna W Marc W

|
| Cody Q Becca H

: God's peace to you all,

I Marc Welander - Youth Director Rockbrook United Methodist Church

I Cell 402.212.4585 youth@rockbrookumc.com




