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Thank You  Ms. Julie! 

On behalf of the children of RUMC, the 

parent volunteers  & various church          

members, we would like to thank                             

Ms. Julie Vidlak for yet another          

WONDERFUL VBS 2023! 

Vacation Bible School was such a fun         

5 days! The time & energy Ms. Julie           

dedicates to our church children is        

amazing & so greatly appreciated!              

We are so lucky to have her here at 

RUMC! 

We love you Ms. Julie! 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO: 

Emily Quigley,  

Jerry Ebers,                                               

Jenny Stilwell, 

 & Lenore Halm  

for VOLUNTEERING to get our    
yearly “Church Audit” completed & 

turned into the District Office &             
Great Plains UMC Conference ahead 

of schedule!                   

Your volunteerism is                                  
amazing, & truly appreciated! 

A prayer that God would grant 
a cause that made my heart 

sing did just that. It humbles 
me to say I am blessed every 

day with a grateful heart.....for 
the many gestures of concern.         
I never feel "alone" at church, 

but surrounded by love.          
Thank you, Rockbrook family, 
for being you.  ~  Darlene Hicks 

Thank you RockbrookUMC!! 

Well....you did it again!         
Our donations for the                        
“Dress for Success”                   

June Mission Project was 
overwhelmingly wonderful!   

It always amazes us how          
generous this church is                   

& continues to be!  

Thanks again to all those     
who donated!     

                                                                                                                                                                     

from the UMC Missions Committee 

 

 

 

Rockbrook United Methodist Church  

NEWS FROM THE ROCK... 

 

I have officially been at Rockbrook UMC for a year and I don't know about you, but      

it has gone by so fast. I still get butterflies when I pull up in the church parking lot.  

When I hear someone say, “Pastor,” I have to remind myself that it is me.   

 

Being invited into your lives, crying with you, laughing with you and breaking bread 
with you has been my greatest joy.  I am so humble to be able to walk alongside you.    
I love being your pastor.  Rockbrook is a very special church and Zach and I are so 
happy to be here. Thank you for welcoming us well and making us feel loved. 
 

This summer is going to be a lot of fun.  We are going to have John Wesley July, where 
members of the Leadership Team will be telling you about different beliefs of John 
Wesley and subsequently, the United Methodist Church.  Mark Heinz, Alternate to   
Annual Conference, will kick us off on July 2nd. He will share stories all about John 
Wesley. I will be bringing you a message about the Trinity on July 9th. Gregg Drabek, 
Lay Leader, will be speaking about grace on July 16th. Juliana Ewing, Church Council 
Chair, will be speaking about Missions on July 23rd. Also on July 23rd, we are going to 
be having Family Sunday. We will read some books and then the Leadership Team will 
be answering UMC or John Wesley questions from the congregation. There will also be 
a surprise on July 2nd, so don't miss out on the fun. The Worship Team, Leadership 
Team, and I have been working very hard to get ready for Summer Church! I really 
hope to see you there. 
 

Micah Corps will continue to teach about Social Principles on July 2nd and July 9th.  
These two sessions will be after church in the Friendship Room starting at 10:45.        
Grab yourself some cookies and something to drink and come hang out with the        
Micah Corp. The week of the 16th they will be on an immersion trip to Alabama to 
learn about racism. They will be sharing what they learn with us on July 23rd. There 
will be a   sendoff celebration for them on July 30th. I really encourage you to get to 
know Tatenda, Aabiskar and Joseph. 
 

We have definitely come out of hibernation and there is a feeling of joy and excitement 
in the air. My prayer for y’all as I start my second year at Rockbrook is that you will 
boldly take chances. I pray that we continue to lead the church forward, working           
together to find ways to be Jesus’s hands and feet! 
 

Peace, Pastor Marcee 

July 2023 



 

 

News From the ROCK . . .  

“Flat  Wesley”  The “Wesley Series” the entire month 
of July at the 9:30am Service!  

Pick up a copy to color & cut out, located                                                                    
    in the Parlor area!  

Take him with you on your daily outings                                    
or on vacation!  Snap a picture                                                                                              
of Flat Wesley & post-it  on Facebook!  
 

             

Let’s see              
where                 

he goes!! 
   

 Sunday Greeter! 

Just enjoying God’s creation! 

   Let me in please! 

Stopped to smell           

the flowers! 

 Knock!              

 Knock!              

 Knock!              

 

 

 

 

 

Remembered in prayers  ~  June  ~   

Bob Christensen, Darlene Hicks,                                           
Donna & Dave Diggs on the loss of their 

daughter Heather,                                                  
Bev & Mike Donham’s daughter, Kim,               

Teri Reese, Michael Quigley,                                                                 
Prayers for Ukraine, Sudan Crisis,                                                                     

All Congregations & Staff,                                        
All Hospital Staff,                                                     

Our First Responders &                                                 
Our Military Personnel 

JULY 

 

7/1 Scott Brandt  

7/2 Connie Sorensen 

7/3 Larry Polsley 

7/4 Arnold Schulze 

7/4 Dylan Schamber 

7/6 Cody Quigley 

7/7      Kevin Bisanz  

7/7     Jack Buxter 

7/9 Lenore Halm  

7/12   Perry Carnes 

7/12 Diane Cox  

7/15 Julie Vidlak  

7/17 Dallas Wellensiek 

7/18 Elena Rubio 

7/22    Aidan Jackson  

7/24 Diane Allred 

7/25 Sandy Dittmer 

7/26 Ron Kruse 

7/30   Joyce Marshall  

7/30   Zach Binder 

7/31   Sara Bisanz   

 

 

 

    

PPrayer
Ministry

Still serving our
congregation!

Sign-up for a special 
drawing to have                  

lunch with                     
Pastor Marcee!

Where: Paper & Jar located 
in the Parlor area under the 

bulletin board!

When: Drawing will take 
place on the 3rd Thursday of 

the month on Facebook –
“Live with Pastor Marcee” 

11:00 AM

9:30 AMCome join us!

Starting 

June 25th

Please donate when possible &                             
fill the car again! Thank you!!

Pearl Pantry 
Still needs our HELP!
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 

        

 

1 

9:30a Heather 

Diggs Memorial 

Service (S)          

Reception to          

follow  (FH) 

2                            
9:30am In-person          
Worship Service & Live 
Streaming (S)                  
10:30am  Micah Interns 
Social Discipline Class 
(FR) & Adult New Media 
SS (LL) (NO Children, Youth 

& Adult Faith Weavers SS)  

3        Church      

Office Closed! 

      

 

 

4   Church      

Office  Closed! 

 

 

 

5    11:00am              

Tornado Siren 

Test   

                                                                                                  

 

6  

6:30p Kim M. OFAMT 

Mtg. (P/FR)                                

7:00p Dance Sq. 

Lessons (FH)                                          

 

7 

 

8 

8:30a Youth                    

Mission Trip           

Departure                                        

9                                                               

9:30am In-person          
Worship Service & Live 
Streaming (S)                  
10:30am  Micah Interns 
Social Discipline Class 
(FR) & Adult New Media 
SS (LL) (NO Children, Youth 

or Adult Faith Weaver SS) 

 10                             
9:00a Garage Sale 
Sorting & Pricing (LL)  

6:30p Trustees Mtg. 
(FR)                               
6:30p Kim M. 
OFAMT Mtg. (P)                                                                                

 11                               
9-11a Regina S.  

Counseling (FR)    

12:30p DAR Mtg (FH)                                                                       

7:00p Sq. Dance (FH) 

12 

9:00a Garage Sale 
Sorting & Pricing (LL)   

7-8p Ex. Sq. Dance 

Mtg. (FH)                                                          

13 

7:00p Sq. Dance 

Lessons (FH)                                          

14  

Youth return 

from Mission 

Trip!! 

 

15                                                                                                                             

 

16                                          
9:30am In-person          
Worship Service & Live 
Streaming (S)                  
10:30am  Adult New Media 
SS (LL) 

 (NO Children, Youth or 
Adult Faith Weavers SS)  

17 

9:00a Garage Sale 
Sorting & Pricing (LL)  

7:00p Finance Mtg. 
(FR)   

                                                 

18 

9-11a Regina S.  

Counseling (FR)

6:00p Fall Festival 

Mtg. (FR)                     

7:00p Sq. Dance 

(FH) 

19 

9:00a Garage Sale 
Sorting & Pricing (LL)                                                   

 

 

 

20 

11:00a  “Lunch with 

the Pastor drawing!”  

Live on Facebook! 

 

21 

9:00a Garage Sale 
Set-up (LL)                                                 

 

22  

9:00a Garage Sale 
Set-up (LL)                                                

23        Baptism!                                                                   
S    Samuel Bisanz 

9:30am In-person          
Worship Service & Live 
Streaming (S)                  
10:30am  Adult New Media 
SS (LL) 

 (NO Children, Youth or 
Adult Faith Weavers SS)  

                     

30                                                   

9:30am In-person          
Worship Service & Live 
Streaming (S)                  
10:30am  Adult New Media 
SS (LL) 

 (NO Children, Youth & 
Adult Faith Weavers SS)  

24   

9:00a Garage Sale 
Set-up (LL)                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

31 

5:00p Serving at 

Stephen Center                          

25                               

9:00a Garage Sale 
Set-up (LL)                                                              

9-11a Regina S.  

Counseling (FR)                                   

7:00p Sq. Dance 

(FH) 

 

26 

9:00a Garage Sale 
Set-up (LL)                       

 

 

Newsletter articles 

due for August 

Newsletter! 

           

27 

   

28 

 

Church               
Garage Sale!!       

9a-3p 

29 

                                     

Church               

Garage Sale!!        

9a-Noon 

 

 

        July 2023 

August Newsletter articles due by July 26th! 

  

Church                          
Garage Sale!!           

9a-4p 

(S) Sanctuary              

(FR) Friendship Rm.                      

(P) Parlor                      

(FH) Fellowship Hall          

(LL)  Lower Level     

(SS)  Sunday School                

 

 

News From the ROCK . . .  

   

        Annual Conference 2023  ~  Gregg Drabek 

 

When someone mentions Annual Conference, in the United Methodist Church this could  

mean one of 3 things. First, an Annual Conference is a regional geographical unit of the        

United Methodist Church. Our Annual Conference is the Great Plains Annual Conference 

which is composed of the UMC’s of Nebraska and Kansas. Second, the Annual Conference       

is the “basic unit” of the UMC. It functions as an organizational unit governing the churches         

of the geographical area. This organizational unit is overseen by a bishop, elected to serve 

as the spiritual leader of the annual conference and who is charged with oversight of the        

churches in the Annual Conference to assure they are following the theology, doctrine and 

rules governing the church. Finally, the Annual Conference may refer to an annual meeting  

of the clergy and lay representatives from each of the churches in the region. This meeting         

occurs every May or June in every Annual Conference in the Connection of the UMC. The          

purpose of this meeting is to provide education, worship and to enact legislation that             

provides guidance to the members and churches of the Annual Conference, much like a  

state legislature. 

 

This year, the Great Plains Annual Conference met in LaVista. The biggest issue that          

encumbered the meeting was the disaffiliation of 155 churches throughout the annual         

conference. These churches have chosen to leave the denomination over disagreements 

about the issues of inclusiveness of the LBGTQ community of Christians as leaders and      

especially as clergy in our churches. As opposed to past conferences in which there was 

much contention over this issue, this annual conference seemed to take on a more positive 

tone. Much work was able to be done that enabled churches to advance the cause of          

making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. We heard many stories 

of the pain that has occurred in the church as churches voted for disaffiliation. We also heard 

encouraging stories of churches that have been able to move forward through the pain to  

rebuild vital congregations throughout the conference. 

 

The Great Plains Annual Conference is privileged to be led by a newly elected bishop,        

David Wilson, who also happens to be the first Native American elected to this office in          

the UMC. He comes to us from Oklahoma and is a dynamic leader. Under his leadership       

the annual conference enacted legislation to affirm gender inclusion and racial equity. We 

voted to affirm the negative effects of nepotism within the committee structures of the annual       

conference. We voted to support the development of a more streamlined organizational           

process in the church of the United States. Finally, we voted to encourage our elected        

representatives to show grace and mercy as it pertains to immigrants at the southern border. 

 

Grace is the basis of the United Methodist faith. It was grace we finally encountered in the 
Great Plains Annual Conference 2023. I am humbled once again to be your representative at 
this crucial meeting. Our next Annual Conference meeting will be in 2024 in Kearney NE.                                      
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Missions & Outreach Opportunities! 

Pre-Book Sale!      
Feel free to stop by the                     

book sale room for early buying                             
before & after our Worship Services!                                                                                         
Located downstairs, last door on the      

left, North Hallway. Proceeds 

Sundays, July 10th, 17th & 24th

Garage Sale Bake Sale!!
• Needed: Cookies, Bars, Pies, Breads

• When:   Tues. July 26th thru Fri. 29th             

Drop Where:  Upstairs or downstairs           
(8:30a-4:00p) kitchens!

• Please wrap all items!

Tues. - July 25th    Wed. - July 26th 

 Sundays - July 9th, July 16th & July 23rd  

Sorting & Pricing 

Schedule!                      
Mondays & Wednesdays 

9am-11:30am (FH) 

Come when you can! 

 

Added note: 

Flat Screen TV’s only 

please.....  

! 
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News From the ROCK . . .  

Missions & Outreach Opportunities! 

School Supplies 

We will be collecting          
Backpacks & various School 

Supplies to distribute to         
different charities around 

Omaha, for children in need. 
(Drop-off in the Parlor area boxes.)  

July Church Wide Mission Project! 

Volunteer to serve a meal at the Stephen Center                           
with our RUMC team!

* Volunteer to donate the ingredients for our 
monthly meal. (Ingredient list  items provided 
on clipboard)

•Help prepare meal at Rockbrook

•Sign-up sheet is located in the Parlor area 
next to the bulletin board on our clipboard!! 

•Contact Vance Allred with any questions!!   

Our next serving date at the 
Stephen Center will be                                            

Thursday, June 29th or:



 

 

News From the ROCK . . .  

Hello everyone, 

    We will be leaving on our Youth Mission Trip to Louisville, Kentucky, July 8th & returning on 
Friday, July 14th. We pray for safe travels, great fellowship, great experiences & being the 
best stewards of our church family. Thanks for all your support financially & spiritually!  

Look for updates on our Facebook page or the church Facebook page.  

(Rockbrook United Methodist Church Fusion or Rockbrook United Methodist Church) 

 

Youth Sunday  ~ “Mission Trip Recap”  August 6th!  9:30am Worship Service                                                      
Join us!  
 

God’s peace to you all,  Marc Welander     

Youth Director  Cell 402.212.4585 

   Blood Drive!  Save the Date! 

The American Red Cross Bloodmobile will be coming to Rockbrook on   
Sunday, August 6th 

8:00am to 1:00pm ~ Fellowahip Hall 
 

The need for blood is constant and only volunteer donors can fill the need 
for patients in our community.  

Nationwide, someone needs a unit of blood every 2 to 3 seconds. 
 

If you have questions about donating blood, please contact                             
Linda Stroud at stroud.lindasue@gmail.com  

OR  go online to redcrossblood.org. 
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