
 

 

Rockbrook United Methodist Church 

9855 W. Center Rd 

Omaha, NE  68124 

Phone: 402-393-1015 

Fax: 402-955-1434 

E-mail: 

churchoffice@rockbrookumc.com 

"To make disciples for Jesus Christ 
by proclaiming God's Good News  

and by providing a community for 
spiritual growth" 

News From the ROCK.. .  

 

I have been overwhelmed by the outpouring of support from Rockbrook. Thank you 
for your many cards, prayers and  visits. They all make a BIG difference in this      
unexpected journey. The cards and visits continue to help me experience joy. The 
knowledge that people are remembering me in  prayer gives me courage. Having 
faith that God has prepared a place for me, gives me a sense  of peace. Currently I 
am doing very well. The meds appear to have arrested the cancer for the time being.  
I am trying to take advantage of these good days by visiting family, friends, and         
interesting places. Janice Japp and I have a trip to Paris planned in a few weeks!   

Thanks again for your encouragement and support.                 

Love, Lynn Ashby 

A special thank you to Rick Henry who           

donated various maintenance items &             

supplies to the church! We so appreciate 

your kindness & they will be put to good use!                             

~  RUMC  ~ 

 

 

Rockbrook United Methodist Church  

NEWS FROM THE ROCK... 

June 2023 

 How is it June already?  Time really does fly when you’re having fun!  I know that         
summer does not officially start until June 21st; however, I have always thought that Memorial Day 
kicks off summer.  June is an exciting month!  June 1st, we begin accepting large items  and cloth-
ing for the garage sale.  Our Micah Corp volunteers will be in worship with us and  involved within 
the life of RUMC.  I am so excited for the opportunity to have these awesome interns with us this 
summer!  We will be hosting the Great Plains Annual Conference Mercy and Justice Team June 6th 
and 7th.  Annual Conference is in La Vista again this year so, Greg and I will be at the convention 
center June 7th-10th.  VBS will be happening June 11th-15th.  This year’s theme is Hero’s Hotline, 
and it is going to be SUPER!  I am going to be a storyteller with Julie’s daughter, Anna, and we are 
going to have a lot of fun telling Bible stories to the kiddos.  June 18th will be VBS Sunday which 
will give the children an opportunity to showcase what they learned during VBS week.  June 25th 
RUMC will be making the transition to Summer Church, which will last until Labor Day weekend.  
Summer Church will start at 9:30am with the kickoff Sunday being a jazz theme.  Wear your 
shades, fedora hats, Zoot suits and bring your inflatable saxophones on June 25th at 9:30am.     

Summer Church will be an opportunity for people from both services to come together and 
interact with each other.  I know that change is not easy, and this may disrupt your usual Sunday 
routine, but the Worship Committee and I believe this is an opportunity to try something new for 
the summer for 11 weeks. I encourage you to give the 11 weeks a chance because we have some 
good stuff planned. July will be “John Wesley July sermon series.” There will be special music 
throughout the summer. The Micah Corp will be teaching a Social Principles Class after worship. 
There will be a book study after church in August. We will have fun themes throughout the sum-
mer. This would be a great time to bring someone new to church. This would be a good time to try 
something new during worship.  Maybe you play an instrument. Perhaps you are a storyteller. 
Could you possibly be a puppeteer?  Contact me and I will find a Sunday for you!  I am excited 
about Summer Church. The Leadership Team, Worship Team and I have worked hard to make this 
a possibility.  

    With Summer Church, we will also start “Lunch with the Pastor.”  During worship, there 
will be a bucket in the back where you can drop your name in for the drawing.  During the 
“Thursdays with Pastor Marcee” Facebook Live, I will draw a name.  This will be a monthly event.  
This time together will be an opportunity to get to know each other even more than we already do 
and break bread together.  Tish Harrison Warren writes in her book, “Liturgy in the Ordinary,” 
about the importance of church community.  She says, “None of us can be made whole till we are 
made whole together.  We speak the good news to each other.  And we become good news to each 
other.” I am excited about the opportunity to bring the good news to you. 

As I reflect upon the last 11 months, I am so grateful for each of you.  I see God in each one 
of you and I see y’all being the hands and feet of Christ.  What great joy this brings to me.  I cannot 
wait to see what the next 11 months brings to RUMC.  God is working within us and through us to 
build the kind of church the community needs.         
         ~ Pastor Marcee 

Message from the Pastor 
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Annual Conference! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2023 Great Plains Annual Conference Session will be                                                                     
June 7-10 at the LaVista Conference Center in LaVista, NE.   

Important Dates & Times:     

Wednesday, May 31, 2023, beginning at 7 p.m. CDT: A two-hour, online-only session for all 
lay and clergy members will be conducted. Business during this session includes action items 
that are more administrative in nature, such as the adoption of the Rules of Order, resolutions 
on church disaffiliations and closures, and the clergy compensation, pension, and benefits         
policies for 2024. This is the official opening of the 2023 Annual Conference Session. 
  
Monday, June 5, 2023, beginning at 7 p.m. CDT: An online-only clergy session of the annual 
conference will take place to conduct the necessary business of the clergy in executive session. 
  
Wednesday June 7, 2023, beginning at 3 p.m. CDT: An in-person continuation of the annual 
conference session for all lay and clergy members will commence and will continue through the 
morning of Saturday, June 10. We will begin with a Service of Commemoration and                 
Communion where we will remember our brothers and sisters who have died in the past year 
and mourn all of the ways that we have felt loss over these past four years. This is an                     
opportunity for all of us collectively to acknowledge the grief we are living with, and seek God’s 
grace to heal and redeem us for the work we are called to continue. Bishop David Wilson will be 
our preacher for this powerful worship experience. The Laity Session will take place after this 
worship service. 

 

Great Plains Annual Conference – June 7th through June 10th   

Please pray for Pastor Marcee, and your elected Lay Representative                                                
Gregg Drabek, as they prepare for and attend these online & in-person sessions. 
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      Meet our Micah Corps  
          Summer Interns! 
 
                                                

 

 Name: Tatenda Garikayi 

 Hometown: Fayette, Missouri 

 School: Central Methodist University 

 

 

I am 23 years old and I will be 24 this year in September. I am from Zimbabwe originally, which 
is located in the southern part of Africa. I am currently working on my Masters Degree in 
Fayette, Missouri at Central Methodist University. I like traveling and taking photos most of the 
time and I like trying out new restaurants. I also love cooking a lot and writing. I enjoy working 
out in my free time.  

     

  

 Name: Joseph Kasongo 

 Hometown: Lubumbashi 

 School: Southwestern College 

 

 

I am Joseph Kasongo, a freshman at Southwestern College in Winfield, Kansas. I moved to the 
US from the Congo DR last summer for academic purposes. I like music and in my free time I 
like to play basketball. I have a high interest in computer science related subjects, and I am 
passionate about my faith as a follower of Christ. 

 

 

    Name: Aabiskar Sharma                                                                                                                       

    Hometown: Troy, Michigan                                                                                                             

    School: Morningside University 

 

I am Aabiskar Sharma, international student from Nepal. I am a learner! I love learning, so my 

favorite thing to do when I am free is to read books. Moreover, I love traveling and  making new 

friends from different countries with different religions and cultures. I love dancing, singing,         

social work, volunteering, hiking, watching movies, and mediation.  

  

    (Full biographies will be in the May 28th insert at both Worship Services. You may also pickup a copy in the Church Office.) 
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      Rockbrook  

                             Garage Sale!!                 
   

July 27th, 28th, and 29th!                                                                     
              Thursday          Friday                   Saturday  

  

 Smaller items may be dropped off downstairs starting                
April 1st in the first classroom on the left, down the North hallway. 

Look for the sign on the door!                                                        

No clothing or large item drop offs yet! Clothing & large item 
drop off will begin June 1st.    

 

We are in need of sorting & pricing volunteers starting 
in late June early July!                                                  

Prayerfully consider volunteering please! 

Church wide Mission Project for June! 
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Saturday, May 20th, was the 2023 Omaha MS Walk at Werner Park. On a beautiful morning Team Rockbrook 
had 11 who walked either 1 mile or 3 mile courses. Team members pictured are: Vance & Diane Allred,                      
Ron & JoAnn Kruse, Sara and Anna Jorgensen and friend Maddie, Joslyn Andersen, Linda Bramblett,                          

Sally Lecuona and Linda Stroud. 

Thanks to Team Rockbrook and to those who donated!    

Donations will still be accepted through June.   

Place a check made out to Rockbrook UMC in the offering plate and note in the memo line MS Walk. 

Congratulations to Sara & Kevin Bisanz on their new little boy,                     

Samuel Kevin Bisanz! He was born on 5/16/23  weighing 8 lbs. 7 oz.            

He joins older brother Lucas at home! Everyone is doing well!   



 

 

People Remembered               

In Prayer...May 

 

Teri Reese, Michael Quigley,                            
Mary Jean Amick,  Darlene Hicks,                                              

Donna & Dave Diggs                                   
daughter, Heather, in Hospice Care,                                      

Bev & Mike Donham’s daughter, Kim,                                                                                           
Prayers for Ukraine & Turkey-Syria 
55,000+ earthquake victims, Sudan,                                                                      

All Congregations & Staff,                                        
All Hospital Staff,                                                     

Our First Responders &                                                 
Our Military Personnel 

   

   

 

PPrayer
Ministry

Still serving our
congregation!

 

6/01 Luke Welander       6/17  John Lehmann 
 

6/01 Jessica Warak        6/18  Brian Schamber 
 

6/01 David Marshall     6/19  Bill Getzlaff 
 

6/04 Rick Henry           6/22  Teri Engstrom 
 

6/07  Anna Welander 6/23  Ethan Zelasney 
 

6/11 Sara Jorgensen    6/24  Jerry Ebers 
 

6/12  Joyce Ebers  6/24  Essie Grill 
 

6/15  Teresa Holdcroft 

News From the Rock . . .  

JUNE 

Volunteer to serve a meal at the Stephen Center                           
with our RUMC team!

* Volunteer to donate the ingredients for our 
monthly meal. (Ingredient list  items provided 
on clipboard)

•Help prepare meal at Rockbrook

•Sign-up sheet is located in the Parlor area 
next to the bulletin board on our clipboard!! 

•Contact Vance Allred with any questions!!   

Our next serving date at the 
Stephen Center will be                                            

Thursday, June 29th or:

Pearl Pantry

Can use just about anything, including:

• Food

• Toiletries

• Soap

• Walmart Gift Cards

Donations may 
be brought to 

the church!

TRI Community UMC                

6001 Fontenelle Blvd.

Omaha    68111
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    2023 

Newsletter articles are due by June 21st for the July newsletter! Thanks! 

        

      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

   1 

          

2  3 

 

4                               
8:30am In-person          
Worship Service & Live 
Streaming (S)                  
9:30am  Sunday School       
(Children, Youth & Adult) 
10:45a   In-Person          
Worship Service (S)                       
(8:30a Worship Service available)  

 7p Mission Trip Mtg. Adults 

5 

6:30p Trustees Mtg . 

(FH) 

 

 

6   10:30a-1p 

Hosting CMJ/DEI  

(FH)   (17 People til Noon) 

Then 35 people at noon 

lunch/DEI group 6 tables)             

1:30p-5:30p DMJ 

Team (FR)     

7:00p Sq. Dance 

7 

Annual           

Conference        

La Vista, Ne 

 8                            
6:30p Fall Festival 

Mtg. (FR) 

Annual           

Conference        

La Vista, Ne 

9  

 Annual           

Conference        

La Vista, Ne 

               

10                                                                                               

        Annual            

Conference        

La Vista, Ne                                                                                                                             

 

11    VBS Kick-Off!!
6:15p-8:15p  (LL)                                                   

8:30am In-person          
Worship Service & Live 
Streaming (S)                  
9:30am  Sunday School       
(Children, Youth & Adult) 
10:45a   In-Person          
Worship Service (S)              
(8:30a Worship Service available)                                            

12 

 

VBS 6:15p-8:15p 

 

 

13 

 

14 

 

 

 

15                                    

 

VBS Ends 

6:15p-8:15p 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

17 

8:30a-11a Youth 

Adopt-A-Spot Clean 

up (FH) 

11a Mission Trip 

Mtg.  (FH)  Youth, 

Adults, & Parents 

18   VBS Sunday!
Father’s Day! 

8:30am In-person          
Worship Service & Live 
Streaming (S)                  
9:30am  Sunday School       
(Children, Youth & Adult) 
10:45a   In-Person          
Worship Service (S)                     
(8:30a Worship Service available)   

7p-8p Youth Group (FH) 

19      

6:00p Finance          

Committee Mtg.  (FR)     

 

 

 

20 

7:00p Sq. Dance 

(FH)  

 

 

                             

21 

 

 

 

Newsletter Articles due 

for June Newsletter. 

22  

                                                        

 23                                                                                                                                24  

11a Mission Trip 

Mtg.  (FH)  Youth, 

Adults, & Parents 

25  One Service 

only - 9:30am 

9:30am In-person          
Worship Service & Live 
Streaming (S)                     

NO Sunday School *except 
for New Media Adult Class    

10:30a  (9:30a Worship Service 
video available)                                                         

26   

 

 

 

                                           

27  

7:00p Sq. Dance  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

28 

                                                                                                                    

                               

 

29 

5:00p Serve dinner 

at the Stephen 

Center 

 

 

 

 30  

 

 

 

(S) Sanctuary           

(FR) Friendship Rm

(WW) West Wing        

(BR) Bell Choir Rm 

(FO) Finance Office        

(P) Parlor                      

(YR) Youth Room          

(FH) Fellowship 

Hall                    



 

 

Hello everyone,  

The beautiful weather is upon us! Yes, indeed I can feel the spirit all around bringing life to so many! 

We have a busy slate of events coming up in preparation for the Mission Trip. Please make sure you 

sign up asap on the roster as the deadline is 6/9. Also looking to add one more youth on the trip. Invite 

a friend and let me know.  This coming Sunday, May 28th,  I hope to see you all and wear your Red, 

as it is Pentecost! As always if you have any questions, please contact me to discuss. Thank you.  

Upcoming Events/Activities 

5/27 Saturday - Church Clean Up Day - 9am to 12pm - We will gather to help clean up around the church 

and also work on the gaga pit down on the lower lot. I hope to see everyone who can make it!!! 

6/4 Sunday - Mission Trip Meeting- 7pm - Adults and Parents only. We will be discussing all things for the 

Mission Trip 

6/17 Saturday - Adopt-A-Spot clean up - 830am-11am - We will be going out into the community and 

cleaning up! 

6/17 Saturday - Mission Trip Meeting - 11am - Parents, Youth, and Adults going on Mission Trip 

6/18 Sunday - Youth Group Fellowship Hall - 7pm to 8pm - Fellowship, Faith, Fun, and Friends! I will 

have some snacks too. Feel free to bring a guest as we enjoy an hour together. I hope to see you there. Also 

looking for one adult leader to join me. Let me know. Thanks. 

6/24 Saturday - Mission Trip Meeting - 11am - Parents, Youth, and Adults going on mission trip  

7/7 Friday – Mission Trip Kickoff Party – 6pm to ? – Everyone is welcome to this event. You do not have 

to be going on the mission trip. We encourage you to join us and wish a great send-off for our Youth Group! 

A meal will be served and lots of fun! 

 

Mission Trip - July 8, 2023 - July 14, 2023     Louisville, KY (With a pit stop in St Louis on the way)  

I will need everyone going to sign up at the link below. There are a lot of people who need to sign up. 

The deadline is 6/9 for paperwork to be due. 

https://go.youthworks.com/trip-signup/c1f72813-3111-ed11-b83d-002248201912 

We will be leaving on Saturday 7/8 in the morning. Making the trek to St Louis. Staying one night at Cen-

tenary United Methodist Church. Then on Sunday going to Kentucky to arrive at the YouthWorks site on 

Sunday 7/9 late afternoon. We will be departing Louisville on Friday 7/14 and returning to Omaha late on                

Friday.   God’s peace to all!  

Marc Welander      Youth Director         402.393.1015  Ext. 303        youth@rockbrookumc.com  

~ May thru  July  happenings ~                                                                                                           

News From the Rock . . .   
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