
 

 

Rockbrook United Methodist Church 

9855 W. Center Rd 

Omaha, NE  68124 

Phone: 402-393-1015 

Fax: 402-955-1434 

E-mail: churchoffice@rockbrookumc.com 

www.rockbrookumc.com 

"To make disciples for Jesus Christ by 
proclaiming God's Good News  

and by providing a community for 
spiritual growth" 

News From the ROCK.. .  

Dear Rockbrook Church Family,  

Thank you for your thoughts, prayers 

and cards after my mother’s passing. 

You are an amazing group of people and 

I am blessed to be a part of the                   

Rockbrook family.                                               

With sincere gratitude, Lezlie Haddad 

 

Many thanks for all the prayers,        

visits, cards & phone calls you have 

sent my way during my long                

recovery. The prayer shawl given to 

me is  beautiful & has been used a 

lot! I’m blessed to belong to such a 

loving & caring church.                          

~  Mary Jean Amick  ~ 

Thank you Rockbrook congregation              
for the generous Easter Egg Hunt         

candy donations! 

The children of RUMC are so blessed 
to have your support!  Julie Vidlak 

Thanks to everyone who 

stopped by the                   

Pancake Feed! 

Your support to our Youth 

has been overwhelming &   

so appreciated!  

 

Thank you once again to all our Rockbrook Sewers! 

Barb Dinges collected & mailed off approximately 107 children’s 

gowns & outfits this past month through our partnership with        

Midwest Missions to share around the world! Great job ladies!                                             

If you would like to join this group of sewers, please contact                            

Barb Dinges.  All patterns, material & supplies provided!                                                 

     You just need a sewing machine!  

  

 

 

Rockbrook United Methodist Church  

NEWS FROM THE ROCK... 

April 2023 

        Spring... 

  If we have been in a meeting or out to lunch, you will    
know that I have described Rockbrook as a bear that was 
slowly coming out of hibernation. When I read this poem, it 
made me think about my explanation of the church and 
when I arrived at Rockbrook. Like Oliver’s bear, y’all had 
woken up and you were staring down the mountain and you 

needed someone to inspire you to recognize that the church has always had the ability 
to go down the mountain, but it has lacked the cheerleader. Cheering you on, listen-
ing to your thoughts, and dreaming for Rockbrook just thrills me. Watching as more 
folks are attending, more youth are going on the mission trip, and more folks giving 
their time, talents, and offerings brings me such great joy.   

 

I know that what is happening at Rockbrook is because of the Spirit. The Spirit is 
whispering yes to y’all. Yes to new ways to worship. Yes, to new ideas for a             
technology assessment. Yes to welcoming new people into the membership of     
Rockbrook. And you are answering the call and I know that you will continue to   
answer the call because you are Easter people. Easter people are folks who believe 
that Jesus was perfect love sent to save the world and so magnificent that death 
couldn’t keep him in the grave. We are people who believe our charge is to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus. I cannot wait to see what the future holds for Rockbrook. 

 

March brought lots of excitement with folks joining the church and a baptism. April 
will be filled with exciting ministry. You do not want to miss Holy Week festivities.  
Palm Sunday will be a joyous day as the children wave palms and the choir sings 
their Cantata. There will be an opportunity to take a selfie with the Savior, a ham 
lunch will be served by the youth, and then an Easter egg hunt for the kiddos.    
Maundy Thursday will be interactive with different opportunities to worship, and the 
bells will be playing. Do not forget your quarters! Good Friday is going to be very 
special. There will be a special, interpretative reading called, “My Son”, Paul will be 
singing, and we will leave the sanctuary in silence as we contemplate Jesus’s death.  
Easter Sunday will be a celebration complete with confetti and bubbles because         
Jesus is Alive! April 16th will be Confirmation Sunday and we will hear six kids 
make their commitment to God and the church! There will be a wedding on the 22nd 
and the 23rd we will have two more baptisms and another person joining the church!  
God is GOOD! 

 

I am so grateful to be your pastor. I am so proud of the work we are doing and the 
ways y’all make Rockbrook what it is.   

 

Peace,  Pastor Marcee 

 

Message from the Pastor 



 

 

 

                  What is Church Council? 
 
In the United Methodist Church, the Church Council is the administrative 
leadership group for each individual church. It’s the committee that focuses 
on what the church is doing, how the church does that, and how well it’s 
working. Sometimes the Council is called the Administrative Council or the 
Leadership Team. No matter the name, the people on Church Council have 
several responsibilities: 
 

Ministry 

The Council oversees the church’s nurture, outreach, and witness programming. Nurture refers to 
things like worship, education, and membership care. At Rockbrook, this includes Sunday services, 
special worship services, Sunday School, fellowship activities, and more. Outreach refers to ministries 
of compassion, justice, and advocacy at the local, regional, and global levels. Part of the way Rock-
brook supports these ministries at the regional and global levels is by funding our Mission Shares.        
Locally, we participate in various mission projects throughout the year, such as Stephen Center and 
Dress for Success. Witness refers to empowering church members to recognize God’s presence in their 
lives and to share the good news of Jesus Christ with others. It’s not limited to verbal conversation - 
witness also happens via the church website, newsletter, and social media.  
 

Administration 

Part of the Council’s job is to make sure the church has enough resources to achieve its vision and  
mission. This is where the “prayers, presence, gifts,” and “service” portions of our membership       
covenant come into play. It also includes making sure things are running smoothly on a day-to-day       
basis.  
 

Review the church’s membership 

Each year, the Council votes to remove the names of members who have been inactive for 3 years.  
 

Fill vacated lay offices  

If any elected committee chairperson or officer leaves the church for any reason, the Council must 
choose a new person to hold that role until the next charge conference.  
 

Establish/approve the budget for the church (from Finance) 

Recommend the salaries of the Pastor and other staff members (from SPPRC) 

Recommend the Pastor’s housing provisions 

Develop lay and clergy leaders  
 

Logistically, the Church Council meets at least quarterly to address all these tasks. There are 11              
required members: the Chairperson of the Council, the Lay Leader, the Chairperson of SPPRC,         
the Chairperson of Finance, the Chairperson of Trustees, the Church Treasurer, the Lay Member to  
annual conference, representatives of the United Methodist Men’s and Women’s groups (e.g., UWF),    
a young adult representative, a Youth representative, and the Pastor. Each of these members has a    
voice and a vote. At Rockbrook, we also have several at-large members who are elected to be on  
Council and therefore can vote during meetings. Anyone else in the church is allowed to attend and 
observe Church Council meetings but cannot vote on any business.  

 

If you’d like to read the specific language of the Discipline regarding the Church Council, check out 
https://www.umc.org/en/content/book-of-discipline-252-the-church-council  

 

Juliana Ewing - Church Council Chairperson 

News From the Rock . . .   

 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/book-of-discipline-252-the-church-council


 

 

News From the Rock . . .   

 April 9, 2023                               

8:30am  &  10:45am                     

Worship Services 

Maundy 

Thursday 

April 6th  

7 PM           

Service 

Good Friday Service                         

April 7th      7 PM 

 

Palm Sunday Cantata   

 

Please join us at the 10:45 service on           

Palm Sunday for the annual Easter cantata 

as  presented by the Chancel Choir.                     

Thy Will Be Done is the title of our                

cantata this year. The cantata includes 

both familiar Lenten hymns as well as 

newer compositions depicting the events 

of Holy Week that will prepare us              

for the week and Easter Sunday. 

Palm   Sunday April 2
Traditional Ham Dinner                      

(Entire meal provided & served by the Youth!)

Join us after the 10:45am service in the 
Fellowship Hall. This is a Youth sponsored 

event with proceeds from the Freewill Offering 
going toward the  Youth activities fund!                                             

nd



 

 

News From the Rock . . .  

                
         Rockbrook  
           Garage Sale!!                    

July 27th, 28th, and 29th!                                                                
                 Thursday      Friday              Saturday  

  

 Smaller items may be dropped off downstairs starting                
April 1st in the first classroom on the left, down the North 

hallway. Look for the sign on the door!                                                        

No clothing or large item drop offs yet! Clothing & large 
item drop off will begin June 1st.    

 

** VERY IMPORTANT REQUEST! 
 

Please wipe off & spray any items that you wish to drop off                 
to the church. Please wash, fold or hang & place in a plastic                         

bag for all clothing items.  Thank you!                                                            

 

SAVE the DATE!! 

You are invited to join Walk MS Omaha 2023 

     On  Saturday, May 20, 2023 
City wide walk starts/ends at Werner Ball Park. Walk MS helps us team up with 

friends, loved ones and co-workers to change the world for everyone  affected by MS. 
Together, we become a powerful force. And with every step we take, every dollar we 

raise... we're that much closer. 1 mile and 3 mile routes available. 

   You may register online at walkMS.org/register to join Team Rockbrook  

              OR email Linda Stroud at  stroud.lindasue@gmail.com. 

Donations to fight Multiple Sclerosis will be accepted by writing a check to          
Rockbrook UMC and writing MS Walk in the memo line.  Join others in walking and 

supporting the fight to change the world for those who live with MS in the U.S.! 

 

 

April Reminders!  

 

Hello everyone, 

Thanks to all the parents who support the youth, the adults who assist with our events,                                   
and all of you who support our mission!  

4/2 Sunday - Palm Sunday Lunch - This will be a full-service meal as is tradition. Looking to have lots of  assistance 

on this for serving our church a delicious lunch. More details to come in the future. 

 
Camp Fontanelle - Please consider attending Camp Fontenelle this summer. We have scholarships available and there are    
discounts too! There are many camps to choose from. I have had many great times at Camp Fontenelle and recommend to 
everyone regardless of your age. Please contact me if you have any questions.  
 

Mission Trip                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

We are entertaining the thought of leaving on Saturday 7/8, making the trek to St Louis. Stay one night, then on Sunday go to            

Kentucky to arrive at the YouthWorks site.   July 9, 2023 - July 14, 2023     Louisville, KY                                                                                      

 

Current Roster Confirmed: 

Marc W (Trip Leader)     Anna W (Youth) Jayden L (Youth)                                                                                                           

Emily Q (Adult Leader)  Trey Q (Youth) Lily A (Youth) 

Heather W (Adult Leader)  Ethan Z (Youth)   Lucy A (Youth) 

Marcus R (Adult Leader)  Noah R (Youth)    Anna J (Youth)                                                  

                 Nathan R (Youth)   

                                                                                

God's peace to you all, 

Marc Welander - Youth Director | RUMC 

rockbrookumc.com Cell 402.212.4585 

Palm   Sunday April 2
Traditional Ham Dinner                      

(Entire meal provided & served by the Youth!)

Join us after the 10:45am service in the 
Fellowship Hall. This is a Youth sponsored 

event with proceeds from the Freewill Offering 
going toward the  Youth activities fund!                                             

nd

SonShine Camp & Guardian Angel Camp are 50% off if you register by March 
31st!!!  RUMC  is willing to provide an additional scholarship for 1/3 of the 
remaining cost!! Check out the schedule for the rest of the Summer too!!

Stop by the Church Office for additional information or 
talk to Julie Vidlak!

A Great Plains United Methodist Camp         

www.CampFontanelle.org

Check on-line for Summer Camp Special                                
Offers on the Church Website or 

www.campfontanelle.com

25%Camp Fontanelle Summer Camp 2023! 
Registration open!!

mailto:stroud.lindasue@gmail.com
http://www.rockbrookumc.com/


 

 

News From the Rock . . .  

RUMC SCHOLARSHIPS & CAMP FONTANELLE DISCOUNTS   

Rockbrook UMC families may apply for scholarships that cover 1/3 of the cost of camp, even after 
Camp Fontanelle discounts!  Please talk to Julie Vidlak for more information.  The scholarship is not 

based on financial need. It is to encourage the camp experience. 

Camp Fontanelle Special Offers!   www. campfontanelle.com 

 

 

 

 2023? 

a)  On April 2
nd                               

b)  On April 9
th
              

c)  On April 16
th
 

1. a    2. b    3. c    4. c    5. c    6. a    7. b    8. b    9. c    10. a    11. b    12. c    13. c    14. a    15. c 



 

 

People Remembered               

In Prayer...March  

       Mary Jean Amick,  Zach Binder,                           
Bev & Mike Donham’ daughter,                                          

Donna & Dave Diggs daughter, Heather,                                      
Julie Vidlak’ Mother, Cleo Elias,                          

Prayers for Ukraine &  Turkey-Syria 50,000+ 
earthquake victims,                                                                      

All Congregations & Staff,                                        
All Hospital Staff,                                                     

Our First Responders &                                                 
Our Military Personnel 

   

   

PPrayer
Ministry

Still serving our
congregation!

4/1 Bruce Ramge                                               

Annalise Zelasney 

4/2   Lucas  Bisanz                

Faye Buckingham 

Barb Dinges                                                                                            

Arlene Williams  

4/4   John Ashley                            

Cecilia Hartley                            

4/6   Noah Richardson                                                       

Anna Vidlak          

Tom Ashby      

4/8   Kelly Richardson                                                    

Fran Tinnell                                                       

Jeff Hauswald 

4/11   Cheri Humphus    

4/12  Carol Lynch                                                                                     

Carolyn Adcock                                                             

4/13 Tripp Hufford    

 Randy Oathout     

4/14  Aila Jackson                  

 Judy Ashley 

4/16 Gene Hinkle         

 Debra Kissel 

4/19 Kathy Lehmann 

4/20  Mark Heinz 

4/21 John Cox 

4/23    Rhys Hanlon                 

4/24 Cameran Runge 

 Derek Schamber 

4/25   John Hakola         

4/29   Pastor Marcee Binder 

4/30 Teri Reese 

News From the Rock . . .  

Lenten Giving 
Calendar

Starts February 22nd

Don’t forget!

Please remember to bring in your                          

Lenten Bags Sunday, April 2nd!   

 

UWF  Meeting! 

 

Wednesday,  April 12th         

1:30 pm    Friendship Room 

All women invited!  Join us! 

 

 

    2023          

      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

 

 

1                             

Youth  meal prep                

7:00p Amazing 

8’s Sq. Dance 

(FH)                  

2   Palm Sunday                                         
8:30am In-person          
Worship Service & Live 
Streaming (S)                  
9:30am  Sunday School       
(Children, Youth & Adult) 
10:45a   Cantata! In-Person          
Worship Service (S),                       
(8:30a Worship Service available)   

Noon- Lunch (FH) followed 
by Easter Egg Hunt!            
Lenten Bags drop-off 

3                                                                                                                                   

  

 

 

 

  

4   

7:00p Sq. Dance 

(FH) 

 

5 

6:45p Bell Practice (BR) 

7:30p Choir Practice  

(S) 

 

6  Maundy                                                                                                                    

T  Thursday                                                    

7:00p  Service  (S) 

 

 

7     Good           

F     Friday   

7p Service (S) 

8                     

9    Easter Sunday!                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
8:30am In-person          
Worship Service & Live 
Streaming (S)                  
9:30am  Sunday School       
(Children, Youth & Adult) 
10:45a   In-Person          
Worship Service (S),                       
(8:30a Worship Service available) 

10 

                                                         

 

Pastor Marcee 
gone all week  

11 

6:30p Radical           

Hospitality Mtg. (FR)              

7:00p Sq. Dance 

(FH) 

12 

1:30p UMW  Mtg. (FR)                           

6:45p Bell Practice (BR) 

7:30p Choir Practice  

(S) 

 

13     

6:30p Church Council 

Mtg. (FR)                                 

7:00 Sq. Dance Lessons 

(FH) 

14   15                                                                                                                              

7:00p Amazing 

8’s Sq. Dance 

(FH)                  

16  Confirmation Class ! 

-  Postponed until 4/30                                              

8:30am In-person          
Worship Service & Live 
Streaming (S)                  
9:30am  Sunday School       
(Children, Youth & Adult) 
10:45a   In-Person          
Worship Service (S),                       
(8:30a Worship Service available)   

                                          

17 

6:00p Gracious        

Generosity (FR) 

 

Pastor Marcee back!  

                                 

 

18  

10:00a Groundworks 

12-1p R. Schultz (FR)

7:00p Sq. Dance 

(FH)                                 

 

                                                                               

gone                              

                              

19 

6:45p Bell Practice (BR) 

7:30p Choir Practice  

(S) 

20 

7:00p Sq. Dance           

Lessons (FH)    

                

                                             

 

21 

6p  Wedding                       

Rehearsal (S) 

10a Ione Marshall 

Memorial Service (S) 

10:30a Service    

reception follows 

(FH) 

22 

4:00p                       

Kratky/Shullaw 

Wedding 

23 

 8:30am In-person          
Worship Service & Live 
Streaming (S)                  
9:30am  Sunday School       
(Children, Youth & Adult) 
10:45a   In-Person          
Worship Service (S),                       
(8:30a Worship Service available)       

24  

  

25 

7:00p Sq. Dance 

(FH) 

 

 

 

26 

6:45p Bell Practice (BR) 

7:30p Choir Practice  

(S) 

27 

7:00p Sq. Dance           

Lessons (FH)                     

 

Newsletter articles due for 

May Newsletter! 

28 

9am Bells refur-

bished (LP) 

29 

7:00p Amazing 

8’s Sq. Dance 

(FH) 

  

30  Confirmation       31                        

Sunday!                                          
8:30a & 10:45am                                                
Worship Services                                                  
9:30a Sunday School                                                    

5th Sunday Pot-Luck (FH) 

Newsletter articles due April 27th for May Newsletter! 


