
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

  

  
 

 Merry Christmas! Those words have so much potential and so much energy. For some, it 
means the hustle and bustle of the shopping season and the busyness of many events. For others, 
it revolves around the scents, sounds, and sights of the holiday season. For others, its another 
time to gather with family and to take some time off from work and school. Want to know and  
interesting fact though? Jesus never asked us to remember or celebrate his birth. In fact, he told 
us to remember his death!! What should that mean for us during this season? 
 
 First, we remember his death is the culmination of so many prophecies, God gave hundreds of years  
before Christ was born. His death reminds us that God is a promise-keeping God. Second, we remember his 
death is the end of a human life well lived under the lordship of God. While Jesus was fully God, he was also fully  
human. He demonstrated we could live a life of purity and harmony. Third, we remember his death bought our 
salvation. His birth reminds us of the power, the peace, and the potential God has for us. But until we accept and 
live his death, salvation is a far off place. It is a gift that remains unopened. 
 
 So this Christmas season, please don’t forget the gift. Do you know Christ? Are you following him? Today 
is the day of salvation!! Let his peace, comfort, and grace begin to rule in your life today and experience the 
greatest gift!! We hope to see you soon!! Merry Christmas! 
 

~ Chris ~                                               

  

 

   An Every Member Ministry 

     3rd - Senior Adult Christmas Luncheon (Southcrest) 
 

     9th - Christmas Cantata and Children’s Choir Program 

              Christmas Luncheon  
 

     12th - Youth Christmas Party 
 

     16th - Memorial Service 
 

     19th - No Wednesday Night Activities  
 

     23rd - Worship Service Only 
 

     24th - Christmas Eve Service 
 

     25th - Merry Christmas 
 

     26th - OFFICE CLOSED 

      No Wednesday Night Activities 
 

     28th - OFFICE CLOSED  
 

     30th - Worship Service Only 

      

Holiday Calendar! 
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 It is hard to believe that December is here, and Christmas is fast approaching. As 
we enter into the Advent season we are overfilled with joy and anticipation for our  
saviors’ birth. We start listening to Christmas music, decorating our houses and planning 
family visits. We frantically go down our lists, making sure we bought gifts for everyone. 
Recipe books come off the shelves as we search for the perfect dish. These things are  
exciting, yet I bet there are some who read that list (myself included) and feel a little 
stressed. There is so much to do.  It is easy to get caught up in the motions during our 
Christmas preparation. We try so hard to make everything perfect. We sometimes forget 

the main focus of the holiday: Jesus. In the days leading up to Christmas I encourage you to slow down. We 
are a constantly busy people. Students seem to be busier than adults with school, sports, and other  
activities. Relax this holiday season. Take time to think about what Jesus’ birth means to you and your 
family. The best part of the Christmas story is that it never ends. The story of Jesus continues on in the 
lives of Christians. What is your part in the story? What has Jesus done for you? I encourage you, as  
families, as brothers and sisters in Christ, to share your story this season.  
 
 I want to remind you that our Youth Christmas party is Wednesday Dec. 12th from  
6:30 - 8:00pm in the youth room. We will have an ugly Christmas sweater contest, Gingerbread  
house building competition and a gift exchange. The limit is $10 for the gift exchange, in order  
to participate you must bring a gift. We ask that you bring a gift that you would not  
mind receiving. 
  
 I also wanted to take some time to thank everyone who has given us  
diapers, clothing, toiletries, etc. Elizabeth and I really appreciate your  
generosity. We cannot wait for baby Adaline to be here. We thank you for  
your prayers and your support.  
  
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Bryson Wallace                             

 This year’s Christmas Cantata is nearly here! The choir and media folks 
have been workin’ hard and soundin’ good. We are stoked about sharin’ the 
music with everyone on Sunday, December 9th, during the morning service. 
The cantata is called Peace Has Come and IMHO this is the best musical yet 
from composers Dennis and Nan Allen. 
 
 The Children’s Choir will also be on hand to warm our hearts with their 
offering of familiar Christmas Carols, some of which many of the kids had 
never sung or even heard before. If that’s not enough, we get to have a 
Christmas Luncheon after the service. 
 
 Make sure this date is on your calendar and circle it with red Sharpie! 

Because we really want you all to be there as we celebrate together the coming to the world of 
Jesus. 
 
See you Sunday!         Phone/Text: 806-412-9186 
~Jim~           Email: jgreen2571@yahoo.com 
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5th ~ Baked Potatoes & Toppings 
12th ~ Ham 

19th & 26th ~ NO MEAL D
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Our Annual Christmas Luncheon is Sunday,  
December 9th, following the morning service. 

 

It will be a special Sunday!  
 

We will have our Christmas Cantata and  
Children’s Choir program. 

 

Everyone is invited! 
 

We ask that you bring 2 of your favorite dishes, and RSVP.   
 

RSVP forms will be available in the sanctuary and the office. 

First Baptist Church ~ On behalf of the Class of ‘65, I’d like to thank you for allowing us to use the 

Fellowship hall for our 53rd class reunion. What a great and welcoming facility for a time of fun,  

eating, and fellowship. Everyone commented on how nice it was. 
 

Thanks so much ~ Carolyn (Kendrick) Caplinger 
 

Thank you to everyone for the hygiene items and monetary donations given to the Flores’s Mexico mission trip.  We 

were able to pack 101 family size hygiene bags for them to pass out to families on their trip.  We would also like to 

thank everyone that made the time to come help pack the bags. 
 

~ Saturday Morning Women’s Bible Study ~ 

Monday, December 3rd 

December 19th & 26th 

Wednesday, December 12th 
6:30 pm 

at 5:30 pm 

Worship  

Service  

ONLY 
 

December 23rd & 30th 

OFFICE CLOSED 

24th ~ 26th & 28th 

Sunday 
 

December 16th 
 

6:00 pm 

Adult 5 Sunday School Class ~ Carol and I wanted to say thank you for 

the blanket you gave her.  She keeps it close to her side and it is very 

much appreciated. 
 

Thank you ~ T.L.  & Carol Baker 



your readers to any other forms of com-

munication that you’ve created for your 

organization. 

You can also use this space to remind 

readers to mark their calendars for a 

regular event, such as a breakfast meet-

ing for vendors every third Tuesday of 

the month, or a biannual charity auc-

tion. 

If space is available, this is a good place 

to insert a clip art image or some other 

graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 words. 

If your newsletter is folded and mailed, 

this story will appear on the back. So, it’s 

a good idea to make it easy to read at a 

glance. 

A question and answer session is a 

good way to quickly capture the atten-

tion of readers. You can either compile 

questions that you’ve received since the 

last edition or you can summarize some 

generic questions that are frequently 

asked about your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of manag-

ers in your organization is a good way 

to give your newsletter a personal 

touch. If your organization is small, you 

may want to list the names of all em-

ployees. 

If you have any prices of standard prod-

ucts or services, you can include a listing 

of those here. You may want to refer 
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Chris Riley       Pastor 
 

Bryson Wallace                      Minister of Youth 
 

Vestal Blakely            Minister of Senior Adults 
 

Jim Green                      Minister of Music 
 

Mary McKinnon        Secretary/Financial Clerk 
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12/1 
 Kimmie Christopher 
 Clare Smith 
12/4 
 Sundi Barrera 
 Victoria Ramsey 
12/6 
 Logan Ivins 
 Madison Mickley 
12/7 
 Lindsey Dunlap  
12/8 
 Brandee Cooley 
12/9 
 Rhyder Nelson 
 Cara Parnell 
12/12 
 Randy Burk 
 Cole Crump 
 Katrina Stanton 
12/13 
 Morgan Hutson 
 Jimmie Millner 
12/14 
 Billie Taylor 
 Madison Taylor 

12/15 
 Jeff Pate 
12/19 
 Gabriel Dyck 
 Andrew Griffith 
 Garry Rowland 
 Kennedy Rowland 
 Martha Zwonitzer 
12/20 
 Russ Perkins 
 Marla Pharr 
 Jared Stephens 
12/21 
 Jane Truett 
12/23 
 Debra Haralson 
12/24 
 Aiden Barrera 
 Heath Parker 
12/25 
 Shawna Taylor 
12/29 
 Regan Crump 
 Joe Hernandez 
 Fud Robertson 
 

12/30 
 Bradley Adkins 
 Dan Bell 
 Judy Pace 

 

  

First Baptist Church 

Box 918 

Idalou, TX 79329 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY       9:30 A.M. 

MORNING WORSHIP     10:45 A.M. 

EVENING WORSHIP       6:00 P.M. 

CHANGE  SERVICE  REQUESTED  

FBCI STAFF 

Happy Birthday! 


