
Like crossing the sidewalk, the New Year is the occasion to look both ways, backward and  
forward. Most of us will admit that we learn more from experience than from books. Hopefully, 
we learned a few things last year.  This is true of churches as well as individuals. The Evil One 
will try to make us believe that we’re not making progress; however, one of the best ways to 
evaluate progress is to see how far we’ve come this past year. From my perspective I can testify 
that you are making progress.   
We also need to look ahead. Yes, it’s true that we can’t actually see the future, but we can have a 

vision for it. A vision is more than a dream. A vision is using our imagination while awake to see what could be 
true if we set the right goals. Do you have a vision of what you’d like to be? Let me give you one – look at Jesus 
and envision how much you could become like him this next year.  Do you have a vision for the church? Let me 
suggest one. Read Col. 3:12-17 and envision what this church would be like if we all followed the guidelines given 
in this passage.  
May we all have a blessed and beautiful New Year! 

In Christian Love, 
Brother Fred Meeks 

   An Every Member Ministry 
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I have a question for you. You’ll probably groan after I say it, but bear with me. What is your New Year’s  
Resolution? Do you have one? I have two: to read a book a week, and to get closer to God. I know what you’re 
thinking, shouldn’t you always want to be closer to God, not just during the new year? I’ll be honest though, 
most people I ask that question to have an answer more like my first resolution: read more, lose weight, eat 
healthier, call family members every week, save money, etc. Maybe I am talking to the wrong people, but most 
people don’t mention their relationship with God as something they want to improve. Is it because that should 
be understood? Or are we scared if we look back our relationship isn’t what it is supposed to be?  
I recently read a book called: Recapturing the Wonder: Transcendent Faith in a Disenchanted World, by Mike 
Cosper. The author makes an argument that the habits we make for ourselves shape how we view the world 

and God. Habits are powerful, they are even more powerful when others are watching, especially children and teenagers. In my   
daily, weekly, and even yearly routine, do my habits show that I am a follower of Christ? Not just any follower, but one that is   

completely devoted. If Slayden followed my habits would he be a devoted follower? Adults, like it or not, you are being watched. 
Whether it is your children or someone else’s. DO your habits point to God? How often do you pray with your children? How often 
do you read your bible, and do your kids know you read? Do you read it to them? Is there a time in your day that you set aside to be 

alone with God? Have you ever fasted? How do you react in a crisis? Do you go out and help the homeless regularly? Do you share 
your faith with others while your children are around? Our actions speak louder than our words. We can tell our children all day long 

what it looks like to be a Christian, but if they don’t see it coming from you, then they must think it is not important enough. I am 
speaking to myself here as well. My resolution this year is to get closer to God in such a way that I would be an example of Jesus to 

Slayden, just as Paul was to the Corinthians in chapter 11 of his first letter: “Be Imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” I want to be so 
close to Jesus that Slayden could imitate my actions and be imitating Jesus. What could you change this year to be that example for 

your children?  

Bryson Wallace 

Well this is weird; I am writing this article a little early due to the holidays, but you will not read it 
until after New Year’s. I guess it’s a little early to wish everyone a Merry Christmas for 2018…  
Thanks to all the Vocal Ensemble members for a fabulous program on the 10th. It sounded great and 
was uplifting. I would like to do it again soon.  
It is now time to turn attention to handbells. I would like to schedule a brief organizational meeting 
on January 7th, following the morning service. This will be to determine if there is enough interest to 
move forward with this activity. If you would like to be a part of our handbell choir, please attend the 
meeting or send word to me that you would like to be involved. We plan to meet 4 or 5 times at an 
agreed-upon time, and then present a program. Then we will decide how to proceed. My hope is to 
avoid a long term commitment and minimize missed rehearsals.  

I want to thank my church family for the more than generous Christmas gift we received on the 17th. Misty and I have 
been so encouraged by the comments and support that have been poured out this year. It is a delight and a privilege to 
serve you as the Music Minister and we are looking forward to sharing the coming year with you.   
See you Sunday ~~ Jim 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
We are seeking volunteers to assist in the 
nursery for 2018.  Men and Women welcome!  
You should only have to work about once every 
six weeks. 
 
NAME: _____________________________ 
 
PHONE:____________________________ 

 
 

You can place this form in the offering plate or contact 
Debra Haralson @ 806-549-4023 

The "baby room" is in need of new or gentle 
used girl and boy clothing, size 

newborn to 9 month. We are also in need of 
blankets. These items are used at 

Mia Latham's clinic for low income girls.  
Each bag contains a few baby 
things and a Christian track. 

In His Name, 
Carol Dawson  
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Dear Church Family, 
Thank you all so much for everything you have done during this stressful time. Prayer has car-
ried us through. We are on the road to recovery, thank you God. 
Love ~~ Jimmie and Bobby 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
Thank you for your wonderful gift of $170 (Give Me 5) for the children at Texas Boys Ranch. Each day begins with 
a routine: wake-up, teeth brushing, breakfast, and off to school. We are blessed for just being a “normal kid”. Your 
support helps create a normal routine that is Christ-centered. Please keep this ministry in your prayers as we face 
challenges monthly, weekly, and daily. May you be blessed as you bless others through your compassion. Come 
visit our beautiful ranch anytime you can. 
For the children ~~ John Sigle 
 

Dear Church Family - Thank you so very much for the love offering. But even more, for the love and support you 
have given all year long.  We pray the new year will bring blessings beyond what you hope and dream. 
Vestal and Carol Jean 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Join us for a Baby Shower in honor of 
Robin Campbell 

Saturday, January 6, 2018  
10 a.m.—Noon 

Home of Kelley Parker 
1014 Date Ave 

Registered at Target, Babies R US,  
and Driscoll’s 

 

RA’s, GA’s, and  
Mission Friends  

Resumes January 10th 

Children’s Choir Resumes 

January 16th 

We will begin our Women's Sunday Night Bible Study on 

January 7th at 6:00 p.m. Instead of meeting at the Church, 

we will meet in homes. The first meeting will be at the home 

of Ashley Ables - 811 7th St. This is a great opportunity    

for outreach, so grab a friend and come! We will study 

"Mom Set Free". This study is NOT just for moms, but for 

every woman who is tired of trying to be good enough.  

Make your New Year's Resolution to share an hour with  

other women, sitting at HIS feet! The study guide is optional. 

 
From Exodus Prison Ministry; Please  
save your Christmas card fronts  this  
year; we put a card front in every lesson 
 packet that goes out from Exodus at  
Christmas time.  For many, that card  
and the devotional calendar we send are  
the only Christmas mail they will get.  
Please drop them by the Church Office  
or give them to Carol Jean. 

Dear First Baptist Church: Words are totally inadequate,  
but they are the only way I have to say “thank you” for the 
wonderful love gift you gave me for Christmas. I will always 
consider FBC Idalou as one of my “home” churches. You 
are a very loving, gracious people who will forever be in   
my heart. I love you all – Bro. Fred. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Fred Meeks                     Interim Pastor 
 

Bryson Wallace      Minister of Youth 
 
Vestal Blakely      Minister of Senior Adults 
 
Jim Green                  Minister of Music 
 

Mary McKinnon  Secretary/Financial Clerk 

your readers to any other forms of com-

munication that you’ve created for your 

organization. 

You can also use this space to remind 

readers to mark their calendars for a 

regular event, such as a breakfast meet-

ing for vendors every third Tuesday of 

the month, or a biannual charity auc-

tion. 

If space is available, this is a good place 

to insert a clip art image or some other 

graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 words. 

If your newsletter is folded and mailed, 

this story will appear on the back. So, it’s 

a good idea to make it easy to read at a 

glance. 

A question and answer session is a 

good way to quickly capture the atten-

tion of readers. You can either compile 

questions that you’ve received since the 

last edition or you can summarize some 

generic questions that are frequently 

asked about your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of manag-

ers in your organization is a good way 

to give your newsletter a personal 

touch. If your organization is small, you 

may want to list the names of all em-

ployees. 

If you have any prices of standard prod-

ucts or services, you can include a listing 

of those here. You may want to refer 
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1/1 
 Conner Neff 
 Richard Pruitt 
1/2 
 Brandi Lambert 
1/3 
 Jesse Collins 
 Garry Rowland 
1/4 
 Ashley Ables 
1/5 
 Carol Dawson 
 Lacie Thomas 
1/6 
 Misty Green 
1/9 
 Doris McDonald 
1/11 
 Bessie Rhodes 
1/12 
 Bay Smith 
 Brent Turner 
 

1/13 
 Amanda Latham 
 Kristi Perkins 
1/14 
 Beverly Adkins 
1/16 
 Kim Bristo 
1/18 
 Donna Flemins 
 Mark McMillian 
 Jody Rowland 
1/19 
 Jan Sage 
1/21 
 Kelsey Collins 
 Cassidy McKinnon 
 Hailey McKinnon 
1/22 
 Ashlee Jones 
1/23 
 Michael Lambert 
1/26 
 Jolee Hill 

1/30 
 Harold Rogers 
 Jeffrey Taylor 
1/31 
 Lois Rodden 
 
  
 
  

First Baptist Church 

Box 918 

Idalou, TX 79329 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY       9:30 A.M. 

MORNING WORSHIP     10:45 A,M. 

EVENING WORSHIP       6:00 P.M. 

CHANGE  SERVICE  REQUESTED  

FBI STAFF 

Happy Birthday 


