
Lottie Moon Mission Offering 
We will receive the Lottie Moon Mission Offering in December. Even though we give to 
international missions through our partnership with Texas Baptists and their partnership 
with the Southern Baptist Convention, only a very small percentage of this offering     
actually supports international missions itself. This is why we provide a special offering 
that is designated one hundred percent to international missions, the Lottie Moon  
Christmas Offering. None of it supports the administrative team of the SBC in Richmond. All of it is  
given to the missionaries and their ministries on foreign fields. 
 
Why do we call this offering “Lottie Moon”? I’ve found through the years that many people never heard 
the story of this wonderful woman. Here is some information about her that should inspire you and  
explain the rationale for naming the offering after her. 
 
Lottie was 32 years old when sailed to serve as a missionary in China. For thirty-nine years she labored, 
chiefly in Tengchow and P'ingtu. At first, people feared and rejected her; however, she refused to leave. 
Lottie adopted traditional Chinese dress, and she learned China's language and customs. She didn't just 
serve the people of China; she identified with them. Eventually many accepted her and her Savior. 
 
Lottie wrote letters home, detailing China's hunger for truth and the struggle of so few missionaries  
sharing the gospel with so many people. She emphasized the urgent need for more workers and for  
Southern Baptists passionately supporting them through prayer and giving. In 1912, during a time of war 
and famine, Lottie silently starved, knowing that her beloved Chinese didn't have enough food. Her fellow 
Christians saw the ultimate sign of love: giving her life for others. On Christmas Eve, Lottie died on a 
ship bound for the United States. 
 
We continue to remember her and the appeal she made to support international missions by observing the 
offering named in her honor.  
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Hello everyone! It is that time of year again. I for one cannot  
believe that it is December and Christmas is around the corner. If 
you recall, last year I challenged myself to be away from social 
media and technology as much as I could during the holiday  
season. I am doing that again this year. This year I am taking  
another step and getting a “dumb” phone. Last year the temptation 

to just grab my phone from my pocket to check social media or play a game was high. It  
really opened my eyes to how much time I spent on it, and how much I relied on it to entertain me. Parents, 
pay attention to how much time your family spends behind a screen this season. Pay attention to your habits as 
well. Teenagers and children learn what’s important by watching you. As your kids are out of school, take the 
opportunity to play games, go on adventures, bake cookies, whatever you think your family will enjoy. Most 
importantly, make a habit this Christmas to praise God. Read scripture together, talk about your faith, read the 
birth narratives in the gospels on Christmas Eve. Unfortunately in America, Christmas is all about money and 
material things. Show your family what’s important this Christmas. I hope you all have a blessed Christmas. 
Thank you again for the support you have shown my family!  
 
Bryson 

After some discussion among the members present at our last rehearsal, we’ve decided to cancel the 
Christmas Cantata. It was decided that we were just too few to do a good presentation as a choir.   
Rehearsals had been going fine, but attendance at practices had never been good, perhaps because of 
the availability of the rehearsal CD’s which enable us to practice the individual parts on our own, but 
also might have given the impression that practice as a team was not as important. Also, we’ve lost 
several choir folks from the past because of moving away, sickness, loss of interest and other issues 
so that even with all hands present we still are few.  Instead, on Dec. 10, we are going to sing two 
songs from the Cantata as a Vocal Ensemble which enables fewer singers to utilize the mics more 
effectively. Our practice last week in this manner was exciting and we’re looking forward to sharing 

with the congregation. Pastor Meeks will bring a message. We have decided that as busy as the holiday season is and with 
Christmas Eve falling on Sunday this year that we will postpone doing handbells until the first of next year. We will be 
able to try some songs that aren’t so seasonal and more challenging than what we usually have time for at Christmas time. 
Plus, we’ll have more time to get new ringers up to speed with handbells. With that in mind I’d like to schedule a brief 
meeting right after church on Jan. 7 to get an idea who is interested in doing handbells and decide on a practice schedule. 
So please mark your PA’s and let’s see what kind of musical mischief we can get into in 2018.  
See you Sunday!  
Jim 
 
 
 
 
 

 Our nursery needs volunteers to help the paid nursery workers for 2018.   
If you have a child in the nursery please consider volunteering.  If enough people  

 volunteer you should only have to work three or four  times per year.  
Please fill out the form below and put it in the offering plate or take it to  

the Church Nursery or Office.  
  

There is also a sign-up sheet in the Church foyer. 
 
 

Name________________________________________________________ 
Phone_________________________Cell____________________________ 
Address______________________________________________________ 
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Dear Church Friends, 
Just a note to say thank you for your love and care through the last 17 years. You 
have cared for me through happiness and heartache.  I could always count on you.  
I have a ncie home now near Kristi and Bruce.  I have a new church, 2nd Baptist, 
but I do miss all  of you and my neighborhood and Church in Idalou! 

Much Love to you all! 
Polly Hamilton 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to pledge 
$10 a month or more to  

Allison Turner’s  
“YoungLife” group,  

please contact Joyce at  
the Church office.  

For more information check 
out their web-site. 

http:www.younglife.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Women’s Bible Study Group 

is collecting hygiene items to  
send with Robert and Claudia to 

Mexico.  There is a collection box 
in the Church Office. Please bring 
your items no later than December 

1st. We will prepare the bags on  
December 9th. 

Emersyn Rose Arbogast 
October 29—7 lbs. 3 oz.—19.5 inches long 

Proud Grandparents are: Jim and Misty Green 
Parents are: Zach & Clea Arbogast 

 

The Church will provide meat. Please bring two dishes of your favorite food! 

First Baptist Christmas Luncheon 
Sunday, December 17th 

Children’s Choir Program 
Sunday—December 3rd  

6:00 p.m. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Fred Meeks                     Interim Pastor 
 

Bryson Wallace      Minister of Youth 
 
Vestal Blakely      Minister of Senior Adults 
 
Jim Green                 Minister of Music 
 

Joyce Snodgrass   Secretary/Financial Clerk 

your readers to any other forms of com-

munication that you’ve created for your 

organization. 

You can also use this space to remind 

readers to mark their calendars for a 

regular event, such as a breakfast meet-

ing for vendors every third Tuesday of 

the month, or a biannual charity auc-

tion. 

If space is available, this is a good place 

to insert a clip art image or some other 

graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 words. 

If your newsletter is folded and mailed, 

this story will appear on the back. So, it’s 

a good idea to make it easy to read at a 

glance. 

A question and answer session is a 

good way to quickly capture the atten-

tion of readers. You can either compile 

questions that you’ve received since the 

last edition or you can summarize some 

generic questions that are frequently 

asked about your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of manag-

ers in your organization is a good way 

to give your newsletter a personal 

touch. If your organization is small, you 

may want to list the names of all em-

ployees. 

If you have any prices of standard prod-

ucts or services, you can include a listing 

of those here. You may want to refer 

B a c k  P a g e  S t o r y  H e a d l i n e  

First Baptist — December 2017— Birthdays 

Non-Profit Org. 
US Postage Paid 

Idalou, Texas 
Permit No. 5 

 
 

12/01/17 
 Clare Smith 
12/04/17 
 Sundi Barrera 
 Melvin Green 
 Victoria Ramsey 
12/06/17 
 Logan Ivins 
 Madison Mickley 
12/08/17 
 Brandee Cooley 
12/09/17 
 Cara Parnell 
12/12/17 
 Randy Burk 
 Cole Crump 
 Katrina Stanton 
12/13 
 Jimmie Millner 
12/14 
 Billie Taylor 
 Madison Taylor 
 

12/15 
 Jeff Pate 
12/19 
 Soraya Davey 
 Gabriel Dyck 
 Garry Rowland (Jr) 
 Kennedy Rowland 
 Martha Zwonitzer 
12/20 
 Russ Perkins 
 Marla Pharr 
 Jared Stephens 
12/21 
 Jane Truett 
12/23 
 Debra Haralson 
12/24 
 Aiden Barrera 
 Carolyn Keaton 
 Heath Parker 
12/25 
 Shawna Taylor 
 

12/29 
 Regan Crump 
 Joe Hernandez 
 Fud Robertson 
12/30 
 Bradley Adkins 
 Dan Bell 
 Judy Pace 
 
 
 
 

First Baptist Church 

Box 918 

Idalou, TX 79329 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY       9:30 A.M. 

MORNING WORSHIP     10:45 A,M. 

EVENING WORSHIP       6:00 P.M. 

CHANGE  SERVICE  REQUESTED  

FBI STAFF 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Birthday Jesus! 


