
 

                 Summit Church  -  A United Methodist Faith Community 
 

                     “Our mission is to serve and share, making disciples of Christ”   

           The  BEACON     

           September 2017 

 

Thursday, October 12 
5:30 to 7:30 pm

Summit United Methodist Church

1510 Townhall Road   - 864-3271

Imagine a night where mom or dad don’t have to cook dinner!

Instead everyone gets to enjoy making a craft, learning about God 
who loves us and enjoying a meal together!
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“Pastor’s Ponderings”  

 Thirty years ago, my friend Bill and I decided that we wanted to see if we could 

run a marathon. A marathon is 26.2 miles long. The longest distance that we had run 
prior to that was only eight miles. We knew that we could not just decide the day before 

the Pittsburgh Marathon that we would enter and run in the race. Had we done so we 
would not have finished. We probably would have quit somewhere between miles 8 and 
12.  

 

 Our decision to enter and run in the Pittsburgh Marathon was made six months 

before the actual race. That gave us six months to develop the endurance necessary to 
complete the 26.2 mile race through the hills of Pittsburgh. Bill and I faithfully followed 
a six-month training plan that was designed to prepare and enable us to complete a 

marathon. As we followed the schedule of short and long runs throughout each week we 
found our endurance gradually improving. By race day we were prepared and we did 

finish the race. Two important points stand out. The training plan was absolutely 
necessary and it was much easier to follow by doing it with someone. 
 

 The journey of discipleship is not a sprint, but a long distance race that requires 

endurance and a training plan. Our discipleship is developed over time with practice. 
Like the training Bill and I followed in order to prepare for a long distance race, 
following a discipleship-training plan is necessary in order for us to grow in our 

relationship with Christ. It is also much easier and we are more likely to follow through, 
if we do it with someone. That is why we are in community and that is why small groups 

are so important to discipleship development.  
 

 With that in mind, Summit church developed a disciple-making plan in 2015. Our 
disciple-making plan calls for us to participate in small groups, outreach (mission), and 

worship. Over the past year many mission opportunities have been made available to 
everyone in the congregation. This fall our emphasis will be on small groups, which we 
call connection groups. The intention is to gather together and to be in conversation 

with one another and to connect with God.  
 

 Our connection groups will kick off with a congregation wide study that 
supplements our next sermon series, Living the Great Life. Please see the worship and 

discipleship sections of this newsletter for details. Following Living the Great Life, 
several of the small group opportunities in which you expressed interest through our 

recent survey will be offered. These will start in mid October. Please see the discipleship 
section for further details.  
 

 My hope is that all of you will take advantage of the opportunities to grow in your 

discipleship this fall. If we do this together, the more likely it is that we will be able to 
follow through. The more we grow in our discipleship the closer it brings us to God and 
the more we can help others do the same.  

            
             

          Blessings 
 

                                    Tom 
 



WORSHIP 
 
On the contrary, it is to be a witness between us and you and the generations to follow, that 

we will worship the Lord… - Joshua 22:27 
 

INVITE SOMEONE TO JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
 

Sunday Mornings  at 8:15 (Communion every week) 
    at 10:45 (Communion 1st Sunday of the month) 
 

September Sermon Series: Living the Great Life – This series is based on the greatest 
commandment and the great commission. We will explore what it means to follow greatest 

commandment, loving God and neighbor as well as living out Jesus’ commandment to make 
disciples. A five-week small group study entitled, Living the Five will supplement our worship.  
 

Special Worship Events  
 9/3         Communion Sunday 
 

 Date Tentative Message Titles   Living the Five Titles 
9/10 – We need each other    You Can’t Do Life Alone 

9/17 – Living off the vine     Growing People Change  
9/24 – (Break from the series)      

10/1 – You Give Them Something to Eat  Saved People Serve People 
10/8 – Sharing Grace     Found People Find People 
10/15 – Worship is Everything    Worship is a Lifestyle  

 
Calling Worship Servants – Have you considered being a worship leader? Worship leaders 

or liturgists help guide the congregation through different parts of the worship service. They 
help to lead in some or all of the following components of worship: announcements, Call to 
Worship, Opening Prayer, reading of Scripture, gathering of joys and concerns, prayer, 

calling for and praying for the offering. If you have an interest in helping to lead in one or 
more of these components of worship, please let Pastor Tom know. We can always use more 

worship leaders, especially for our 8:15 worship service. If anyone has an interest, a training 
class will be held.  

 
Ushers – please note that our new head usher is Frank Walker. Please direct all ushering 
question to Frank.  

 
 

 
 

Sunday Mornings (Sunday school) for Children - 3 – 5th grade 
  

Our new Children’s Discipleship Coordinator is Jen Cornwell. Jen 
has volunteered to serve as our Children’s Discipleship Coordinator.  
She will be coordinating Sunday morning children’s opportunities  

and volunteers who will help to lead the children.  
 

Sunday morning children’s opportunities will start on Sunday September 17th  with a new 
one room Sunday school. We will be using a program from Deep Blue. You can check it out 

on the web at  http://www.deepbluekids.com 
  

 
 



DISCIPLESHIP…    Join us for a new church wide small group experience!! 
 

 “ . . . love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And the second is like it: You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:27-39) 
 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 
 

 These two verses are known as the greatest commandment and great 

commission. What is it like to live our lives following Jesus according to the greatest 
commandment and the great commission? As Christian disciples here at Summit we do so 

through our small groups, outreach (missions), and worship. Let’s explore this together in 
small groups as well as our next sermon series.  

You are invited to participate in a new small group experience here at Summit. A small 

group conversation entitled Living the Five will be available beginning September 10. These 
conversations will accompany our five-week sermon series entitled Living the Great Life.  

We invite and encourage some of you to step up and host small groups. You don’t have 
to teach. All we are asking is for you to host a group and use the questions in the participant 

book to start some conversations.  You are invited to grab one of the teaching CD’s and 
participant books, and then gather some friends to participate in the conversation.  

Small groups can be made up of church attenders and non-church attenders, friends 

and co-workers, as well as family members and others. You can meet anytime that is 
convenient for you and anywhere. Meetings can take place in your home, a coffee shop, our 

own Connections Café, other rooms in the church, or even at your place of work (if they will 
allow it). Some Sunday school classes may choose this as their curriculum for five weeks. 
Although we hope that some of you will meet during the week.  

Youth you can get in on this too. Why not grab the resource and gather some friends 
to meet every week and have some lively conversations. There are many other possibilities of 

groups that can be formed.   
 
Living the Five groups will meet from the week of September 10 through October 8 (or 15).  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

By Jim and Jennifer Cowart 

 



Small groups options offered after October 8 include the following:  
 

     Grounded in Prayer - The Lord’s Prayer is a template for 
     how to bring our needs, concerns, and challenges to God who 
     cares for all of us. As we order our lives in relationships that 

     are strengthened through personal and corporate prayer with 
     God.  

 
     The 13 Apostles - This study takes a close look at the  
     personalities of each of the Apostles. It shows how Jesus  

     needed a diverse group of leaders. The same is true for the 
     church today. Just as Jesus instructed them to carry on his 

message through out the world, we are instructed to do likewise, following in their footsteps. 
  
Fear of the Other - It is one thing to love people who are generally the same as we are, but 

what about those who are not only strangers, but people who live completely different lives. 
Will Willimon invite’s us to look more closely at loving those considered to be “Other”. This 

may be the hardest thing for us to do.  
 
Introduction to Methodism – Revival discusses the roots of our denomination and what 

we believe as United Methodists. We’ll also discuss some of the current issues facing the 
United Methodist church.  

 
Cycle of Grace - Jesus faced amazing pressure and overwhelming demands throughout his 

ministry, but did not experience burnout. Learn the rhythm of living that Jesus himself 
demonstrates – the cycle of grace – throughout the Gospels. We will study four key 
components, acceptance, sustenance, significance, and fruitfulness, of the cycle.  

 

Most of these studies will run anywhere from 4 to 6 weeks. Look for the 
sign up sheets coming in late September!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

New adult discipleship coordinator 
Lana Celeski has volunteered to serve as our adult discipleship coordinator. She will 
coordinate our small group studies and resources, including Sunday morning options. Lana 

will be glad to help out your group if you are looking for some ideas or resources.   
 

 



Summit Church  -  A United 
Methodist Faith Community 

 
 

 “Our mission is to serve and share, 

making disciples of Christ”   

FINANCES  
 

January – August 2017 
 

 Contributions & Income  $ 154,544.98 

 Expenses    $  154,174.36 
 
Balance as of August 30, 2017  $ 370.62 

 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 Matthew 6:21 

 

SAVE THE DATE!! Our yearly Church Conference is 

scheduled for Sunday November 19th at 7 PM at 
Waterford: Asbury UM Church.  All church members  
are invited to attend and all committee leaders are 
expected to be present. 



Save the Date:  October 7th SUMC Quilt/Craft Show 

Do you enjoy quilting, sewing, knitting, crochet or a special  
craft and wondered what to do with your finished masterpieces?   

Oct 7th will be our first quilt/craft show at the church.  You might wish to place your 
projects there for the public to enjoy or set up a table to sell your own pieces. You 
must attend your table if selling.  Participation fee is $2 for displayers, Public admission 

fee is $5.  Lunch will be available for a fee of $5 and will be soup, fresh bread and 
sweets!  Time is 10 AM -5 PM.  This is a fund raiser for the cost of Operation Christmas 

Child postage.  
 
Operation Christmas Child is looking for donations: new or gently used to fill our 

shoeboxes. Items are for children across the globe ages 2-14.  Ideas include books, 
school supplies, hygiene products, hair accessories, socks, beanie babies, small toys 

and crafts. No war related items sprays or lotions.  Right now there are great deals on 
school supplies such as crayons, colored pencils, notebooks all under $1. There is a 
collection bin in the hallway across from the church office.  Thanks for all your support. 

Barb Caldwell OCC coordinator 786-6349 

 

At the scene of a sudden cardiac arrest there is no time to lose, every minute that 

passes means less of a chance for a victim to be saved. But no matter where  or when 
a sudden cardiac arrest strikes, early use of a defibrillator is the only effective 

treatment for ventricular fibrillation, a potentially fatal heart rhythm associated with 
sudden cardiac arrest. Although not everyone can be saved from sudden cardiac 
arrest, studies show that early defibrillation can dramatically improve survival rates.  

The Summit Church trustees are always concerned with the safety and well being of 
all who enter our church, for this reason we are currently looking into the possibility of 

purchasing a defibrillator. If an individual or a group within the church would be 
interested in assisting financially with this project please contact one of the trustees or 
the church office.   
 
 

First Aid Kit – please note that there is now a First Aid Kit in the hallway, 

across from the office.  
 

Wheel Chair – if anyone is in need of a wheel chair while at the church, there 
is a wheel chair located inside room 2 (next to the Wesley class room).  

Safety First 



   

                                
 

     Summit  
                                Community 

        Food 
Pantry 

                             

    Distribution:  September 14th  

 and 28th 
           Times:   2:30-4:00 PM 

 

Extra hands are always welcome to help!  

Call Raeann Craft at 796-6187 to serve.   
 

Please leave donations in the bin located  

Jesus said…”You feed them” 

Matthew 14: 16 

Support our church and ministries when 

you shop at Amazon...sign up for the 
Amazon Smiles program at this link 

 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1474182  
 

and all of your purchases will also benefit 
the church. 

ERIE COUNTY CROP HUNGER WALK 
 

September 24, 2017 at 2 PM - Presque Isle - Beach 1  Two walks are available:  a 5.5 
mile walk OR a 1 mile walk.  Please consider walking or being a sponsor.  See Jennifer 

Wilson if you would like to walk or to sponsor a walker. 
 

The Erie County CROP Walk is celebrating over 40 years and it is the largest in 
Pennsylvania.  CROP is an international effort to alleviate hunger.  Over the past 40 years, over 
$2 million has been raised for hunger relief in Erie County.  25% of the total collected remains 
in Erie County and is distributed to local relief agencies and food pantries including the Summit 
Food Pantry housed here at SUMC.  Thank you for your participation! 

Do you shop online at 
Amazon?? Help your 

church when you do... 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1474182


 September 3 September 10 September 17 September 24 

Greeters 

10:45 Lana Celeski Terry and Leta Fuller Nancy Kestle Dot Brozell 

 

Worship Leaders       

8:15 

Connie Hoeke 

Colleen Osborn Lynne Jarrell Colleen Osborn 

10:45 Terry Carlin Kim Steadman Mandy Barney 

Ushers 

 
 8:15  

Kevin Osborn 

Dave Lasher 

Kevin Osborn 

Dave Lasher 

Kevin Osborn 

Dave Lasher 

Kevin Osborn 

Dave Lasher 

 
10:45  

Terry Fuller  

Darrel Coseo 

Jack MacArthur  

Mike McNelis 
Frank Walker 

Terry Carlin 

Dennis Lagan 

Nursery   

10:45  
Sue Hassett 

Olivia Cornwell 

Sue Hassett 

Makalynn Allsopp 

Sue Hassett 

Wyatt Hull 

Sue Hassett 

Geremiah Gross 

Junior Church   

10:45  Audrey MacArthur Audrey MacArthur Audrey MacArthur Audrey MacArthur 

Stephen  Ministry  

   8:15  Lynne Jarrell Janet Hull Audrey MacArthur Steve Skelly 

10:45 Lynda Lagan  Tom Stewart Florence Briggs Darlene Smith 

 

Called to Serve   -   September 2017 

Have you ever noticed how beautiful the grass 
looks around the church.  Harry Mishrell uses his 

own equipment to mow the church property.   "He  
takes great pride in his work," according to his wife 
Yvonne.  Please join us all in thanking Harry for his 

dedication in serving the church. 
 
—Thanks Harry    



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2           

 

3Communion  

Sunday     

  

4No School 

Labor Day 

5 
 
 

UM Women 

7PM 

6 
Finance Meeting 
7 PM 

 

7   

Capital 

Campaign 

Mtg.  7 PM 

 
 
 

8 9 

 

10 
Living the 

Great Life & 

Living the 5 

starts 
 

11 
Cub scouts  

12 
 

 

 
Trustees 4:30 
Church Council 
7 PM 

13 
 

14 

 
 

 

15 
Rehearsal 

16  
Wedding 

17 

Deep Blue 

Sunday 
School 

starts 

18 

Food Pantry Bd. 

Mtg. 7 PM 

 

Cub scouts  
 

 

19Stephen 

Ministry 10 
 

 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Tastefully 

Simple 

Fundraiser 

Party 7PM 

23 

 

24 
Crop Walk 
2 PM Presque 
Isle—Beach 1 
 

 

 
 
 

25 

Cub scouts  

26  
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen 

Ministry 6 

27 28  29 30 
Game Day 

& Pie 
Auction 4-8 

   

Covenant Group  

Covenant Group  

Covenant Group  

Food Pantry 
2:30-4 PM 

Food Pantry 
2:30-4 PM 

September 2017 

Covenant Group  

CPR and First aid training 
For YMCA Staff 6-8:30 PM 



 

Care and Fellowship 

September Birthdays & ♥Anniversaries 

1 Bev & Bill Boyd 

2 Buzz Daugherty, 

3 Carlie Brown, Shirley Cornelius 

4 Harold Osborn, Mike & Wendy Jacobs, Walt & 

Wanda Lego 

5 Lana Celeski, Joe & Judy Kula 

7 Sasha Carroll, Dan Huck, Isabelle Hudak 

8 Yvonne Mishrell 

9 Jim & Jen Cornwell 

11 Dan Dillen 

12 Dick & Pat Healy 

13 Cindi Marzka 

15 Carla Huck 

16 Mark & Lori Costello, Tom & Connie Hoeke 

21 Lucas Goellner, Rachel Pier, Bobby & Lori Hull 

23 Patrick Carlin, Dee Klempay, Lynda Lagan 

24 Jeanne Gdanetz 

25 Pamela Brown, Robert & Chrissy Pace 

26 Bobby Hull, Lauren Ochs 

27 Heather Johnston 

29 Jim & Nancy Doolittle, Chris & Kristi 

Rathburn 

30 Jack & Audrey MacArthur 

                Flowers for August 

 

  AUGUST  6     The flowers in the  

  chancel were given by Dennis and  

  Paulie Melquist in loving memory of  

  their son, Matthew Allan Melquist. 

 

AUGUST 13     The flowers in the chancel were given 

with love by Sue Hassett in celebration of her church 

family. 

 

AUGUST  20    The flowers in the chancel were given 

by Terry and Leta Fuller in memory of Terry’s parents, 

George and Jane Fuller. The rosebud on the altar was 

in honor of Bill Carroll’s 97th birthday! Happy birthday 

wishes from his 3 children and spouses, Bill, Alan & 

Becky, Jerri & Terry, his 9 grandchildren and his 7 

great-grandchildren. 
  

AUGUST  27    The flowers in the chancel were given 

by Gerry Blass in loving memory of her husband, Don, 

in remembrance of his birthday and also in memory of 

her son, Richard. 

 
If you would like to place flowers on a Sunday, 

contact Connie Close for more information at 796-

4489.  The 2017 calendar is on the wall outside the 

church offices. 

   A Memorial Candle was  
   placed on the altar on  
   Sunday, July  23rd in  

   memory of Merle   
   Douthett, father of Pam 

Sagan. 

Saturday, September 30th from 4-8 PM we will 

be having a game day and dinner to support 
Won By One..  and to top off the night we will 

have a pie auction….if you make the best 
pie….and would like to donate a pie or 2 to be 

auctioned off please contact the church 
office...If you like pie….or love        

        
        pie … 

plan on attending on September 30th! 



"Five Wishes" 
 

How do you begin that awkward conversation with your family?  
 

How do you communicate your end of life decisions to your loved ones or ask them to 
share with you concerns and wishes for their own end of life. What are Advance 

Directives? How do I write a Living Will?  
 

All of these delicate issues will be discussed here at Summit Church on October 24th 
at 6PM.   

 
The "Five Wishes" is a easy to use document that will guide you though this difficult 

process.  Many of us have heard someone say "I wish my loved one would have told 
me what they wanted. I don't know what to do."  Putting your wishes in writing can 

help avoid some of stress these decisions may cause your loved ones.  

 
Please join the Stephen Ministry Team as we review the "Five Wishes " document and 

discuss the above mentioned issues.  

Hey LADIES! 
 

The Summit United Methodist Women's meeting is  
Tuesday, September 5th at 7 PM in the Wesley Room.  

Our program will be Dottie Super from conference speaking.  
Come and find out what our women's group does 

 and who we support. 



RUCK THE BAY – Registration is also open for EUMA’s 15K (or optional 5K) military-style 

ruck march/walk to honor local fallen heroes and end Veteran homelessness. Ruck The 
Bay is Sunday, Oct. 15, 2017 at Presque Isle State Park, Beach 11, beginning at 

2 PM.  Participants will carry a loaded rucksack throughout the course, filled with 
donations for the homeless Veterans at Liberty House.  For more information or to 
register, visit www.euma-erie.org. 

 
REFUGE NEEDS – We are currently in need of pillows, bath towels, diapers and wipes at 

The Refuge. If you can help, donations can be dropped off directly at the shelter (1027 E. 
26th St., Erie).  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

www.euma-erie.org  

Saturday, October 28th:  9 am – 8 pm

Summit United Methodist Church

1510 Townhall Road

Cost: $35 includes lunch & dinner

This is the perfect day to scrapbook, quilt, sew, 

make cards, crochet, knit, read, work on any kind of 

project or just relax and catch up with your friends! 

Make it Your Time!!!

Proceeds benefit the 

Summit United Methodist  

2018 Won by One to Jamaica 

mission trip.

RSVP & Payment due Oct. 22nd to

Mandy Barney 460-6955 or

email mbarney9@verizon.net

CREATIVE 

CRAFTERS 

DAY

http://www.euma-erie.org
http://www.euma-erie.org


Summit United Methodist 

Church 
Pastor:   Rev. Tom Hoeke 

Phone:  814- 864-3271 

Email: sumc-office@verizon.net 

website: summitumc.net 
Find us on Facebook 

 

Sunday Services 
Worship:    8:15 AM & 10:45 AM 

Sunday School:   9:30 AM 
 

Prayer Line  
Lynne  431-5292 

 

 Office Hours          
 Monday - Friday  8:30 AM  -  1:30 PM 
Church Secretary-Treasurer:  Lori Costello  

 

            Music Director:  Rhonda Berlin 
Youth Director:  Jen Wilson 

 

Bishop  Rev. Cynthia Moore-Koikoi 
    District. Supt.  Rev. Joseph W. Patterson III 

 

 

 

October 2017 Calendar of Events  

 

 3 UM Women 

3 Trustees Meeting 

5 Boscov’s Gala Opening  

12 Food Pantry 

12 Messy Church 

13-15 Women’s Spiritual Retreat 

15 Erie Caged Bird Club 

19-20 Rummage Sale 

22 Couch Potato Sunday 

26 Food Pantry  

28 Crafters Day 

29 Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat 

Have you been receiving the weekly news FLASH...our electronic newsletter  
It should be coming to your email every Thursday...if not contact the church 
office to be added to our email list and be informed of all Summit Church is 
doing... 
 
 
 
 
 
Conference and District News…. 
 

 

Dates have been set for SUMC to serve guests at the Our Neighbor’s Place, the homeless 
overflow shelter held at The Church Of The Covenant on west 7th street in Erie.  On January 13 

and March 23, we will host the less fortunate during 3 four hour shifts.  If you are interested in 
being hands and feet for God, then this mission would be just right for you.  Give your name and 
phone number to our church office. More info will be available later in the year as instructions 

begin to unfold from the shelter coordinators.  Thank you Barb Caldwell  

 
For more information about our 
 programs,  call the Y at Summit  

   at 864-3275. 

 

The FLASH 
 

your weekly update 


