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Change Part 2

Well, here we go my final article for the newsletter. I thought I would leave
you with a few words of wisdom. At least I’ll attempt to do that. What exactly
can I say to a group of people who have walked with us for six years? Who
has become our family and friends?
Well, first remember God is in control. He has never stopped being in control and will always be in control. We can look at all this change as a difficulty
or as an opportunity. Our opportunity is the opportunity to meet someone new.
To make new friends is always a nervous time but a rewarding time. Josh and
his family come to you to become part of your family. They can either become
your friends or acquaintance. Please do as you did with Kathy and me, make
them part of your family.
Remember Josh is not me, and I am not him. He will do things differently.
Don’t compare him to me or me to him. He is his own person. Learn all you
can about him and his family and learn how to love them.
Next, remember God loves you even more than I do. He only wants the
best for you and hasn’t brought you here for you to stop moving forward with
Him. His desire is for you to continue to reach out to this community and make
an impact for Him.
Matthew 28:19New Living Translation (NLT)
Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Last, but not least. Remember the relationship we had together for six
years. It has been an awesome time for both Kathy and me. We love you all,
and even if we don’t meet again on this side of heaven, we’ll see you over
there.
Philippians 3:14New Living Translation (NLT)
I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly
prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.

Also, remember to always read your Bibles, it is our connection to God’s
power through the Holy Spirit. God loves you, and so do we.
Church Office Hours
~Pastor Jim and Kathy
Monday - Thursday
9 to 12 and 1 to 5

Thank You!

The farewell party for Pastor Jim and Kathy was very nice. We wish them
the best on their new appointment and yes, we will miss them dearly.
We need to thank some people for pulling this special party together.
Brooke Branyon ordered the cake and ice cream with all the fixens. Diane
and Marv Hathaway did the very neat picture board. Daleen Turner and crew
Pastor Joshua Johnson from Christ’s Church did the decorating and served the drinks. Thank you so
much for your love and helping hands on giving Jim and Kathy a wonderful
Cell - 765.376.7497
joshua.johnson@inumc.org send off.

2

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world

Seminary at
a Glance

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world

3

Greetings from Pastor Josh Johnson
To Our Members, Neighbors and Friends,
Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ! My name is Josh Johnson. As many of you have
heard, I will begin as your pastor effective July 1st. I have met with a few of you, met with a few more
of you and been shown around at both churches and the parsonage. I look forward to meeting the
rest of the congregation and living and getting to know the Roanoke community. To make a long story short – our physical move date looks like it will be somewhere between July 1 and July 7th. I am
just waiting on the conference moving coordinator for some details.
As a pastor, outreach & evangelism are passions. I am thankful Jesus accepts us just as we
are… broken and battered, weary and worn and sick with sin and self in need of the Savior. I am
even more thankful Jesus does not leave us the way we are when we come to Him – through the
power of the Spirit, we are changed bit by bit to become more like Jesus. My personal life’s mission
is “To Reach, Love and Serve the Least, Last & Lost for Jesus” Over and over I have seen
when Jesus is lifted up in Word and Action, Jesus draws men and women, boys and girls unto Himself. I am honored to preach the Holy Scriptures and offer Christ to a lost world. I am also honored to
lead Christ’s Church into loving and serving a broken world – the world God so loved that He gave
His Son to save.
I began youth ministry on church staff and with Youth For Christ in 1995 at age 19 and became
the pastor of a church in Iowa in 2001. I have usually served two or three congregations at a time
and enjoy this. I have served a total of 12 congregations (including two interims). Most have shown
numeric growth in attendance, membership and giving. Two congregations I served were honored to
receive significant recognition for growth and one for outreach to persons on the margins. Only God
can truly measure the spiritual growth. As a pastor I do a lot with children and youth, people in crisis
and community outreach. Preaching and pastoral care are strengths. I am competent at organization
and administration. Building repair and improvement issues and music are weak points. I grew up in
South Bend, Indiana and am a Notre Dame Football fan. My undergraduate studies were from Indiana University. My seminary degree is a Master of Arts in Ministry from Wesley Seminary. An MA is
2/3 practical application courses like crisis intervention, and community outreach and 1/3 theology
where an MDIV is the reverse. I enjoy hiking and camping especially along the shores of Lake Michigan. My cell # is 765.376.7497. My email is joshua.johnson@inumc.org . Please let me know if
someone is in the hospital or otherwise needs or wants a pastoral visit. I would rather hear from ten
people than to discover someone fell through the cracks.
Concerning my family: Lily is about to be a freshman and is 14. Lily is learning both piano and
trumpet, is a good student, has enjoyed singing in the church choir, working with small children at
church, babysitting (and has been through the ARC class on child care for teens including the CPR/
First Aid). Last March she went on a short term mission work team to Henderson Settlement over
spring break. Lily loves both her kitties (one inside, one largely outside). She makes friends easily
and is outgoing.
The boys are not as outgoing and take a little longer to get to know people and feel comfortable.
Timothy “Timmy” is 11 and going into 6th grade. William is 10 and going into 5th grade. Timmy loves
computers and technology. William loves outdoors and adventure. Timmy and William played soccer
from preschool until our last move when soccer was not available. Both boys are learning guitar but
new at it. We will be looking for someone to do various music lessons.
Little Miss Abigail just turned three. Abby loves Lake Michigan’s sand dunes, any park anywhere
and has lots of energy. Due to the Methodist appointment system the kids have been in three
schools in six years and we are close enough to their current school, Southern Wells, to open enroll
them and drive them. They love the tiny school where literally everyone is known by name and are
comfortable with friends.
We enjoy camping as a family, hiking and many things outdoors. My traitorous children, cheer for
Purdue both to aggravate this IU alum and from other relatives who graduated there. When planning
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for summer on a family level, this move was unforeseen and July is by far the slowest month where
we have been serving, so the kids will be in Iowa with relatives and another couple trips for much of
July. I have cancelled my travel plans for July and August except will work in a few days camping at
some point. The kids will be around July 9 which is my “official” kickoff Sunday as pastor. Our family
has a fall tradition of planting numerous bulbs – tulip, hyacinth, and daffodils and watching God bring
life, color and beauty each spring to what looks to be not much of anything as we plant it each fall.
God makes good things out of the little in our lives when we give it to Him.
While I am generally very easy to work with as pastor, I am protective of my family. Sadly, too
many times I put church too far ahead of family and am determined to do well at both. The United
Methodist appointment system is in some ways like the military – we go where sent, when sent and
to whatever task sent. I know about and believe in our system, but at the moment it is hard on my
family. I ask for your prayers and patience as we adjust. We pray this is somewhere we can be for a
while, ideally at least eight years until Lily, Timmy & William will all graduate high school. Obviously
that is up to you all, God and the Bishop. I met Pastor Jim when he was kind enough to offer a
walkthrough of the parsonage. I was not expecting to be able to see it until we moved in. I have
talked with him since then as well. It is obvious he loves and thinks highly of you all and it is obvious
to me how much he and his family are loved by you. Between Seminary and Christ’s I am excited to
come into congregations with a solid kids club, food pantry, thrift store, child care ministry where
both churches have skilled musicians and both churches are known as loving to one another, the
community and to those who have served as pastors. I look forward to working with you to reach
men and women, boys and girls for Jesus.
For The Only Cause That Really Matters,
Rev. Joshua D. Johnson, Pastor
Liberty Center United Methodist Church
2905 S. Main Street / PO BOX 226
Liberty Center, IN 46766
765-376-7497 cell - 260.694.6405 office

Mark Your Calendars - Picnic in the Park
We are planning a “picnic in the park” to welcome Pastor Joshua and his family on July 23 at
12:00pm. The church will supply the burgers, hot dogs and drinks, you can supply the rest. So that
means yummy carry-in that Seminary is famous for. It will be at the Roanoke park at the pavilion
from noon to 3pm. The kids will enjoy the park and we can enjoy the conversation. Or maybe get the
Bingo cards out. If the weather doesn’t cooperate we will move it to the church.
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Getting to Know Pastor Josh

Pastor Josh has indicated that he would like to meet us in small groups in order to get to know
the congregation of his new church - and also give us the opportunity to learn more about him.
These meetings can happen in homes, at a coffee shop, restaurant or even at the church. They can
be held at any time of day that works for all concerned.
I am looking for multiple volunteers to host a gathering of about six people to meet with Pastor
Josh. You are not required to furnish anything but seating and a desire to get to know the new pastor and let him get to know you!
If you are willing to be a host or hostess, please let me know. I will ask you to give me an idea of
who will attend your meeting and when and where you want to gather. We are hopeful that most of
us can attend a gathering in July.
I will be hosting the Fort Wayne congregants. We will need multiple hosts for the Roanoke area
and at least one or two for Huntington. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet Pastor Josh in a casual setting.
Please prayerfully consider how you can help. If you would like to be a host/hostess please contact me at 260-417-9898. Thank you in advance for your participation.
~Brooke Branyan

Food Pantry Update
The Food Pantry received a large donation of food from annual Postal Workers collection drive.
Shelves are full in the pantry. Thank you to Pam Sagers and Carilyn
Dearduff for their help in putting all donations away.
Interchurch Council supported the Vacation Bible School Programs at both Pleasant Chapel and Seminary UMC with a $200.00
donation to each church.
The Food Pantry was the recipient of a donation from Cottage
Event Center. Thank you to everyone for their support of the Roanoke Food Pantry.

The Classroom Roof
It has come to the attention of the Trustees that unfortunately, the classroom/newer part of our
church building needs a new roof. If you haven't noticed, we have been finding shingles in the yard
each time after a wind storm, and we have water coming into the basement most times it rains! The
trustees determined that a metal roof would be our best investment (since it would last many, many
years) and requested bids from three contractors. The trustees have recommended going with AAron Contracting (Aaron Platt) since they have installed metal roofs on the Brethren (Block) Church,
and Pleasant Chapel and come highly recommended.
The total cost of this project is almost $13,000.00. Our Administrative Board has voted to approve this project when $6,500.00 of the project has been raised/pledged. This is a capital project so
no conference apportionments are paid for this type of project. Please prayerfully consider this project as you review your support of Seminary UMC. In advance, thanks for your support of our
church!

Fireworks Party
th

Come and join us for 4 of July fun at the church! There will be ice cream involved with brownies. Maybe we can talk Marv into his famous popcorn. There will be games to play as we wait for
the Roanoke Fireworks display that we all enjoy. Drop in around 7:30pm or so.
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Country Store
Thanks to those who have recently donated items to the Country Store. It has been greatly appreciated. Please continue with your donations and come in and shop. You never know what treasurers you will find each and every time you visit. We also want to thank Joan Wiesel and Carilyn
Dearduff for helping us price and display items.
~Carolyn Hartley-Johns and Jo DeFord

Brethren Church - Tuesday Picnic
The Brethren Church would like to invite all of you to the Tuesday Picnic that is held on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month. The date for this month is July 11 from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. All are welcome!

United Methodist Women - Women of Faith
th

The June 13 UMW “Women of Faith” meeting was hosted by Bernice Abbett in a social room
at The Heritage of Huntington. The tables were decorated with royal blue table cloths, matching
napkins and a centerpiece of colorful daisies, a gift from her son. She provided beverages, fruit,
nuts and candy. Cookies were provided by Women of Faith members.
We loved listening to Bernice reminisce and share her interesting stories of the past, as well as
catching her up on our lives over the past year. There were 13 members and two guests present.
Dates to Remember:
July 11 – 6:30pm

Christmas in July at Carolyn Hartley-Johns house. We will reveal our secret pal’s at this meeting.
August 8
Lunch in North Manchester and visit residents at Peabody
September 12
Election of Officers and Sharon Metzger from “Place of Grace” in Huntington will be our guest.
All women of Seminary UM Church are invited to attend.
~Shirley Wolf, President

Financial Update
Thanks to your steadfast giving, as of May 31, our income is running a few thousand dollars
above budget. Monthly expenses are maintaining as expected.

July 1
July 2
July 3
July 5
July 8
July 15
July 16
July 18
July 21
July 27
July 28
July 30

Shannon Spahr
Dick Fleischman
Marilyn Fleischman
Rhiannon Vetor
Annamarie Fleischman
Eric Beihold
Cheryl Mosher
Amy Sagers Kissel
Mark Prescott
Ryan Bouillon
Roy DeFord
Tom Gross

July 14

Keith and Ann Spahr

If your birthday or anniversary is
missing from this list, or if you have
just joined our church family,
please contact Nancy Hartley at
nan4hartley@comcast.net
to be added to the list.
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in July at Carolyn Johns
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Scrip Cards will be
ordered as needed this
month

10:00am Blavion &
Gwaltney Wedding

Saturday
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