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Change - Part 1
Change, we all know this occurs, but none of us likes it, right? Well as you
may know by now Kathy and I will be moving to Syracuse to serve a different
congregation. Talk about change, here Kathy and I thought we were here for another year. Making plans, and setting up things for this coming year. But, then we
received “that” phone call every United Methodist Pastor expects to receive at
some point. I have to admit I was taken aback at this point, shocked is a better
description. Change, right!
Then came the thought of all of you. How would you react, those whom we
have come to love? How many would have hurt feelings and be frustrated with all
of this? I know those who were hurt, you have shared with us your sadness and
heartbreak.
Let me tell you how much we will miss “all” of you. Over the past six years,
we have come to love every last one of you and leaving you is difficult. We will
mourn in our leaving, and I know some of you will also. It’s ok, its part of the process of having those you love move away. I think the psalmist had it right when
he said in Psalm 30.
Psalm 30:5b New Living Translation (NLT)
Weeping may last through the night,
but joy comes with the morning.
I promise you, your joy will return. Our absence will be replaced with the joy
of a new pastor and his family. Plus, it’s not like we have passed away, we’re only
in Syracuse, Indiana, not Syracuse, New York. We would love to see you come
and visit once and awhile. But please give us some time to get to know our new
congregation. We are still your friends, that will never change.
You are in good company when it comes to change. Remember, God’s creation is constantly changing. So, we as the church can anticipate change our entire
lives, both physical and spiritual. But one thing we know, God is in control! He
loves you and seeks through His grace to fellowship with you.
More on this next month in Part 2.

~Pastor Jim
Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday

Vacation Bible School

9 to 12 and 1 to 5

Pastor Jim Tormey
Cell - 260.307.1282
jimtormey@yahoo.com

Sunday, June 18 - 22
6 to 8pm
Open to All Local Churches
Help Needed! - Contact Jenny Gross
at 672-3234 if Available One or More Days to Help
Come and be Blessed by God’s Children
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It’s Party Time…
We will be celebrating and saying good bye to our beloved Jim and Kathy Tormey on June 17th
between 6:30pm and 8:30pm at Christ’s United Methodist Church. We will be serving hors d'oeuvres and saying Au Revoir as do the French or “until we meet again”. Bring yourselves, your memories, your tears and laughter as we begin the transition of Seminary UMC.
June is all about Jim and Kathy as they begin their new journey. We shall keep them in our prayers to ease the anxiety of moving and the unknown. Talking with them, there is a lot of joy and excitement in their journey and a whole lot of Gods will.
Next month I will introduce our new pastor to you, Joshua Johnson and his family.
Carol Johnson, Pastor Parish Chairperson

Country Store
As you are cleaning your closets, cupboards, and etc., please remember to donate the items you
no longer need to the Country Store. We are in need of new items and will appreciate all of your
gently used items. (No clothes please.) Stop by and shop. You’ll never know what treasurer’s you
will find.
Carolyn Hartley-Johns and Jo DeFord

United Methodist Women - Women of Faith
The Mother, Daughter, Friends and Family Banquet was held on May 12, 2017. 60 people attended enjoying a meal and fellowship before retiring to the sanctuary for a “Style Show”. Muriel
Mosher opened with a reading, a “Want Ad” and job description of a mother. Eight stylish little young
ladies modeled their Sunday best dresses followed by Eight Women of Faith members who modeled
their exclusive high fashions of their own design.
A display of 50’s - 60’s clothing was provided by Linda Kuhn, daughter of Velma Runion. She
provided some history of the clothing that was very interesting. Thanks to all who attended and participated in any way.
Dates to remember:
June 13 To Heritage of Huntington to visit residents
July 11 - 6:30pm Christmas in July Carolyn Hartley Johns will be hostess
Aug 8 Lunch in North Manchester and visit residents of Peabody
Sept 12 Election of Officers - Sharon Metzger from Place of Grace in Huntington will be
our guest.
All women of Seminary UM Church are encouraged to join us on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at
7:00pm.
~Shirley Wolf, President
June 1
June 2
June 5
June 5
June 10
June 22
June 24
June 24
June 26
June 28

Dave Grabner
Dick VanAlstine
Marilyn Morgan
Vicky Eisenhut
Frank Ule
Kristen Sagers Bell
Reedy Neary
Doug Tellas
Marv Hathaway
Andrew Grabner

June 8
June 17
June 18
June 23
June 29

Rex and Susan Miller
Gary and Claudia Houc k
Joe and Kirsta Hiner
Lynn and Pat Swaidner
Tom and Jenny Gross
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Flexibility - By Charles R. Swindoll
Are you open to change? People who make a difference can be stretched, pulled, pushed, and
changed. You heard it from me: traditionalism is an old dragon, bad about squeezing the very life out
of its victims. So never stop fighting it. Let's be careful to identify the right opponent. It isn't tradition
per se; it's traditionalism. I'm not trying to be petty, only accurate. The right kind of traditions give us
deep roots—a solid network of reliable truth in a day when everything seems up for grabs. Among
such traditions are those strong statements and principles that tie us to the mast of truth when
storms of uncertainty create frightening waves of change driven by winds of doubt. For example: believing in the authority of holy Scripture, knowing and loving God, bowing to the Lordship of Jesus
Christ, committing ourselves to others, and becoming people of genuine encouragement. Such traditions (there are others, of course) are valuable absolutes that keep us from feeling awash in a world
of relativism and uncertainty.
However, there is a great deal of difference between tradition and traditionalism. By traditionalism, I have in mind mainly an attitude that resists change, adaptation, or alteration. It is holding fast
to a custom or behavior that is being blindly and forcefully maintained. It is being suspicious of the
new, the up-to-date, the different. It is finding one's security, even identity, in the familiar and therefore opposing whatever threatens that. And if you'll allow me one more, it is substituting a legalistic
system for the freedom and freshness of the Spirit—being more concerned about keeping rigid,
manmade rules than being flexible, open to creativity and innovation.
By now you've guessed where I stand. Clearly, my position is on the side of openness, allowing
room for the untried, the unpredictable, the unexpected—all the while holding fast to the truth. Believe me, there are plenty of people around who feel it is their calling to tell others what to do and
what to say. They are self-appointed wing-clippers who frown on new ways and put down high flight.
They work hard to "squeeze you into their mold”. Whoever decides to soar must first fight through the
flatland fog that hangs heavy over the swamp of sameness.
Whoever would soar must first fly above the foggy swamp of sameness.
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