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To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world
From the Pastor
“It is Friday now, but Sunday’s Coming….” is a frequently used expression by
pastors in dark times. In March we celebrate Lent, a season of sacrifice, enter
into Holy Week with Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and then
move into Easter on April 1st. “It’s Friday now” reminds us of the dark hours experienced by Peter and the other disciples when Jesus was crucified. Their hope
was gone, their dreams shattered, fear replaced faith. Sometimes we too live in
the same shadow – grief drowns us, disease drains health from our bodies or our
loved ones, turmoil and terror stand where family and faith once stood tall in our
hearts.
“But Sunday’s coming” reminds us that the Good News of the Christian faith is
that the story of Jesus does not end on that Bad Friday we dare to call “Good” –
after the death, darkness and despair of Friday and Saturday came a Glorious
Adult
Sunrise and with it a glorious SONrise! Because Jesus lives, our fears are not
Sunday School
fatal and our failings are not final. Because Jesus lives we can have eternal life.
Jesus conquered sin, death and hell that we can be saved and delivered from
9:15am
them. We can experience God here and now as well as in eternal life. As the
Gaither hymn reminds us “Because He lives we can face tomorrow. Because He
lives all fear is gone, because I know He holds the future and life is worth the living just because He lives.”
Worship Service
It is with joy we get to share this Good News of Jesus Christ in a broken
Sunday
world! We can and do celebrate a new roof going onto the sanctuary! We can and
Announcements
do celebrate all the good that happens with Kids Club and looking forward to Va10:10am
cation Bible School. We can and do celebrate the youth mission overnight. We
can and do celebrate those taking the time and effort to come study God’s Word
Service
in Bible study and/or Sunday school. We can and do celebrate the increased giv10:15am
ing to missions the past several months. We can and do celebrate that an African
pastor’s family is able to have enough to eat and be cared for from your efforts,
for the giving to the Euell Wilson Center, the food pantry, help with the child care
center at CUMC, Heifer Project, Place of grace Women’s Transitional Home in
Kid’s Club and Youth Huntington and so many more.
Group
Even with all this to celebrate there is much more to do. God is giving an inWednesday at
creasingly heavy burden. So many in and around Roanoke do not know Jesus as
3:45pm
Savior and Lord especially the children and youth often growing up in 2nd and 3rd
generation unchurched homes. Pray with me, please. While I understand the
why, I am saddened and troubled by Kids Club ending mid-March. For most of
the children coming, this is the only church they get, the only Bible they are
taught. I do not have a solution, but pray with me that God will show us how to
reach them beyond Kids Club 20 weeks a year and VBS one week into the other
31 weeks. Pray with me that God will provide workers willing to serve in the
nursery where we often fall short. Pray with me that the choir can become a regular joy and music will overflow our sanctuary. With bad winter weather we have
had fewer present on several Sundays, fewer people means smaller offerings
Pastor Joshua Johnson
those weeks. Pray for generous hearts. Pray God call us His people here at SemCell - 765.376.7497 inary UMC to rise up and live the Gospel and change our world in the power of
joshua.johnson@inumc.org the Resurrection of Jesus Christ!
~Pastor Josh
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Want to Serve God and Make a Difference
Has God tugged at your heart to visit people in the hospital? In crisis? Nursing homes? But want
a bit more training in doing it from a Christian perspective?
Would you like to be trained/recognized as able to fill the pulpit/preach here or in other nearby
United Methodist Churches when pastors are away or ill?
If your answer is yes or maybe, take the first step. It is a five Sunday afternoon class which helps
launch you as a Lay Servant and/or Lay Speaker. Sundays from 2:00pm to 5:00pm from April 8th to
May 6th at Covenant UMC in Fort Wayne. The pastor has more information and there are brochures
in the office.

Crestview Middle School Bible Study
Each week, there is a girls and boys Bible Study at Crestview Middle School. This is the middle
school where Roanoke students attend. The boys Bible study is supported by Seminary by buying
refreshments. Tom Gross leads the boys Bible study, along with help from Brian Milton and Jon
Bordeaux, CMS teachers. The girls Bible study is led by Nancy Durrwachter and
Amanda Barnum. The girls get financial support from Bible Baptist in Huntington.
The groups sometimes meet together. Each Friday, teenagers wanting to learn more
about God meet to study His word, work on discipleship, and lift each other up. Early
adolescents can be a difficult time and knowing that there are other followers of Jesus
Christ can be a big relief. Thank you Seminary, for advancing the Word of God to
some of the most impressionable community members. As always, your generosity is very much
appreciated.

Easter Flowers
Orders for Easter lilies, daffodils, hyacinths and/or tulips are due March 4th. Order form has been
in the bulletin the last couple weeks. Flowers may be in honor or memory of a loved one. Contact
Sarah Clevenger with any questions.

Holy Week and Easter
Come worship, remember, mourn and rejoice with Jesus on this the holiest time of the year. Holy
Week is from Palm Sunday March 25th through Easter Sunday, April 1st:
Come celebrate as Jesus enters Jerusalem with crowds shouting “Hosanna” and waving palm
branches. Sunday March 25th at 10:15am at Seminary and at 7:00pm at Zion UMC for a cluster
Palm Sunday of Music
Come experience the Last Supper with a Seder meal – like the one Jesus and the disciples had
on the night of the last Supper. This is a full meal at no cost, prepared by Pleasant Chapel UMC at
Pleasant Chapel UMC for Maundy Thursday, March 29th at 6:00pm.
Come remember those Six Hours One Friday with a Good Friday Service of Tenebrae (darkness)
as we remember what Jesus did for us – cluster Good Friday service at 7:00pm March 30th at
Christ’s UMC
Best of all, come celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday… 7:30am is a
SONrise service which is one of the most meaningful of the year followed by Easter Breakfast at
8:15am, an Easter egg hunt for children at 9:30am followed by the Easter Celebration Service at
10:15am. “Christ Is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!”

March Memory Verse
Romans 5:8 Common English Bible (CEB)
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But God shows his love for us, because while we were still sinners Christ died for us.
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Emmaus Community Members at Seminary UMC
Spring Gathering will be Sunday, March 11th from 3:00pm to 6:00pm at First United Methodist
Church of Wabash, 110 Cass Street, Wabash, 46992.
Please bring a side dish and/or dessert. The spring gathering will, among other things, welcome
Seminary UMC's own Phillip Schwartz to the NIEC. Phil just completed Walk #245 February 8th11th. We can try to go as a group or drive separately. DeColores!

New Roof for the Sanctuary
Our Administrative Board has given the Trustees the approval to go ahead with a new roof for the
sanctuary. This will be a metal roof like was just put on the north addition last fall. This will include
changing the section of flat roof over the upstairs classrooms into a slanted roof. In addition to being
needed, this will also enable us to repair and make useable the upstairs classrooms for expanded
children and youth ministry which will be coming. We are blessed to be able to pay for this from
some funds the church received from an estate.

Ash Wednesday Picture Notes
In addition to the cluster Ash Wednesday Service, the Kid’s Club children did something special
for Ash Wednesday. Instead of receiving ashes on their foreheads, they wrote or drew (for
those who are too young to write much) and crumpled a paper which was burned into ashes and given to God. The children wrote what they were giving to God: someone they
would forgive, a sin they would give up, a way they would serve or help others. The children
visualized their gifts going up to heaven with the smoke as the crumpled papers became ashes.
Kid’s Club is almost over for the season. In March we will meet on the 7th and the 14th. Thanks
to all who have worked so hard to share God’s love and teach God’s Word to these little ones.

Administrative Council
Seminary United Methodist Church has an Administrative Board which is composed of the following people:
Joshua Johnson, Pastor
Vicky Eisenhut, Ad Board Chair; Ann McPherren, Finance Chair
Brooke Branyan, Co-Treasurer; Don Keller, Co-Treasurer
Steve Eisenhut, Financial Secretary; Marv Hathaway, Asst. Financial Secretary
Claudia Houck, Secretary; Carol Johnson, Pastor-Parish Relations Chair
Kirsta Hiner, Missions Chair; Pat Swaidner, Worship Chair
Lynn Swaidner, Trustees Chair; Frank Ule, Trustees Member
Tom Gross, Trustees Member; Keith Hartley, Member at Large
Shirley Wolf, United Methodist Women President
This group is responsible for managing the business of our church. Please feel free to contact
any one of this group with anything you would like to discuss regarding the operations of the church.
Country Store
I sure have some big shoes to fill in our Country Store!!! Thank you to all the ladies that have kept
this mission going all these years. Thank you Carolyn for sticking around and still helping me out.
Now that spring is almost here and many of you will be doing your spring cleaning and decluttering please bring your items to the country store. You never know you might have that one item
that someone else has been looking for. Our inventory is getting low and we need to replenish. It
would be nice to have some new inventory for Springtime In The Village.
Thank you all again and I hope you continue to shop and donate.
~Cheryl Mosher
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Food Pantry Update
The food pantry is working with John's Meat Market to come up with meat market vouchers for
those in need. These will replace Wal-Mart gift cards that we previously used.
The food pantry was the recipient of donations from Roanoke's Cabin Fever Days Celebration.
Money and a car full of food has been donated. Thanks to all that participated in this opportunity.

Seminary Lunch Program
During the month of June, Huntington County Community Schools Corporation will provide lunch
for free to any school aged child. The lunches will be served in Seminary Fellowship Hall. The times
are still being decided, but it will be approximately noon. If the program is a success, then the lunches
will continue throughout the summer. This will be the first year for Roanoke to have a summer lunch
program. The program has been successful in other parts of the county. More information will be provided in the future.

A Treasurer’s Tale
Why “Beware the Ides of March”? It is a day on the Roman calendar that corresponds to March
15. It was marked by several religious observances and was notable for the Romans as a deadline
for settling debts. In 44 BC, a soothsayer warned Julius Caesar to "Beware the Ides of March". It was
on March 15th that Caesar was murdered. And so it became notorious as the date of the assassination of Julius Caesar. The death of Caesar made the Ides of March a turning point in Roman history,
as one of the events that marked the transition from the historical period known as the Roman Republic to the Roman Empire. Wikipedia
While they may seem compatible or comparable, the Ides of March is not to be confused with
March Madness...March Madness refers to the excitement of the final few weeks of the college basketball tournament in the United States that features many major schools. It is called madness simply
because there are so many games going on throughout the country, usually during the same time, in
rapid succession during the month of March. Teams that win must not celebrate too much, as a loss
means the end of the season. The NCAA basketball tournament is a single elimination event. For
those who follow the tournament, it can be intoxicating.
So please don’t be too frightened because of the Ides of March or too forgetful due to March
Madness to honor your weekly or monthly pledge!

A Plea for African Pastors
Beth Ann Cook is the pastor at Logansport First UMC and a leader in several areas. When she
was in Africa recently in the Democratic Republic of the Congo she discovered there are a number
of pastors whose families only are able to eat every other day. These pastors serve drought stricken
or war torn areas where the congregations have nothing and mission dollars are not enough. For
approximately $3 a day, one of those families can eat decently. With no real plan just a basic announcement $229.41 has already come in.
God smiles down on the love this congregation shows to those we will likely never meet this side
of heaven. I am determined we (me if necessary but it does not look like it will be) will provide for
and care for one of those families. It has been suggested that $3 per person here per week of Lent
would do a massive amount of that. If God lays that or other amounts on your heart we will accept
those funds anytime. We have envelopes in the pews – mark missions – feeding African pastors or
write that on the memo line if you write a check. Checks should be written to Seminary UMC.
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Vacation Bible Study Notes
Plans are being made for another outstanding Vacation Bible School. The goals of our Bible
school are to build into the lives of our Roanoke children, to be the hands and feet of Christ, and to
lead individuals to the Lord. The theme is “Game On,” and our mission donations will go towards the
Huntington Special Olympics teams. This year, we are making extra special plans in conjunction
with the Roanoke Lions Club and the Huntington County Community School Corporation. To coordinate this event with community organizations, Seminary will be hosting a daytime VBS. A kick-off
event will be held on Sunday, June 17 from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. The regular VBS lessons will take
place from Monday, June 18 through Thursday, June 21 from 12:00pm to 3:45pm. On Sunday, June
24, the VBS children will be invited to church to perform their songs.
The full details of the kick-off are still in the planning stage, but the concept is a music concert
with a block party afterwards. Instead of the traditional block party following VBS, there will be a
block party the night before VBS, after the concert and sing along. There will be a free-will donation
taken at the concert to benefit the Huntington Special Olympics teams. Then, on Monday, June 18,
the soccer camp sponsored by the Lions Club will start at 9:00am at Roanoke Park. The fees collected from the camp go to the high school girls’ soccer program, because the high school girls’
coaches and players run the camp and teach soccer skills. After the soccer camp, those students
who want to stay for lunch and Vacation Bible School will walk up to the church. Lunch will be paid
for through the summer lunch program sponsored by HCCSC. Then, the students will take part in an
awesome Bible school, where joining God’s team changes the lives of everyone involved.
Seminary is so excited to make partnerships with other organizations in our community. In the
near future, you will begin to see advertisements, flyers, and signs announcing this community event
(soccer camp/VBS). Registration papers will be sent to all Huntington students. Last year, the soccer
camp had 65 participants; we hope to match or go beyond those numbers this year. Additionally,
Pastor Josh will help us apply for a “Creative Ideas Grant” through the United Methodist. If possible,
we hope to have enough funds to pay for VBS supplies and Seminary t-shirts. The t-shirts would
say, “Seminary” and “One Team, One God, One Goal.” We really feel the Lord is in this event because so many details have already come together.
Lastly, we want each of the Seminary families to be a part of these special events. Your help will
be needed in the following ways: prayer, participation, send postcards, support, donations, showing
love, clean-up, etc… to name a few. For example, you could lead a small group from one activity to
the next. There are so many ways you can be a part of Vacation Bible School. Please let Jenny
Gross (519-3241) know how you would like to help. In fact, you can go to the church website at
http://seminaryumc.org/ to volunteer. There is a link under the outreach tab titled “VBS.” Then, click
on the link titled “VBS Volunteers 2018.” Once there, you will type your name and mark what you
would like to do. This will be the best VBS ever, and we need God working through you to change
the lives of our children and community. Let’s advance the kingdom of God! Praise the Lord! Go
God! God is #1! Thank you for all that you do to make Seminary a place where God changes lives!

Lenten Bible Study
Offered Wednesday at 11am at SUMC and Thursdays at 7pm at CUMC
At the Foot of the Cross – Come Join those who experienced Jesus at the cross
Wed / Thurs –Feb 28 & March 1— Pontius Pilate – “Whose Truth?”
Wed / Thurs – March 7 & 8 – Barabbas – “He Took My Place”
Wed / Thurs – March 14 & 15 – Two Thieves – “So Close and So Far”
Wed / Thurs – March 21-22—Mary Magdalene – “Apostle to the Apostles”
Wednesday, March 28th only – Thursday March 29th will be a Maundy Thursday service) – The Centurion – “A Strange New Hope”
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United Methodist Women
‘Women of Faith’
2018 Officers
President: Shirley Wolf
Vice-President: Pam Sagers
Secretary: Vicky Eisenhut
Treasurer: Pat Swaidner
Spiritual Growth: Carol Johnson, Jane Myers
Social Action: Jo DeFord, Jan Smeltzer
Membership nurture and Outreach: Carolyn Hartley-Johns
Nominating committee: Pat Swaidner, Carilyn Dearduff
Nurture and Outreach: Pam Sagers, Pat Swaidner
Please mark your calendar for May 11, 2018. Out annual Mother-Daughter-Friends & Family
Banquet will be held at the church at 6:30pm. More details to follow.
Happy to report that all 2017 pledges have been paid as follows:
District Missions
$100
Lucille Raines
$120
Youth Services
$ 12
School of Christian Missions
$ 24
Thank Offering
$120
Prayer & Self Denial
$232----------$608
Local Missions
Place of Grace
$ 50
Christmas, pastor family
$200--------- $250
Total Giving 2017
$858.00
The next meeting will be March 13 at 7:00pm in The Wesley Gathering Room. This will be the
Prayer and Self Denial time. Carol Johnson will be the lesson leader and Pat Swaidner will be the
hostess. All women of the church are welcome to attend.
~Shirley Wolf, President
UMW “Women of Faith
March 2
March 4
March 18
March 24
March 25
March 27
March 30
March 30

Angie Anderson
J. Michael Johnston
Willis Haynes
Rex Ottinger
Lynn Swaidner
Tara Whitman
Steve Eisenhut
Jenny Gross

March 18
March 25

Mike and Melissa Swaidner
Fred and Carolyn Johns

If your birthday or anniversary is missing
from this list, or if you have just joined our
church family, please contact Nancy Hartley
at nan4hartley@comcast.net
to be added to the list.
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Worship in March 2018
th

Sunday, March 4 – Third Sunday in Lent: Celebration of Holy Communion / Read John 19:16-27 Message:
Echoes from the Cross “Dear Woman, Here Is Your Son”
Sunday, March 11th – Fourth Sunday in Lent/Read Matthew 27:45-54 - Message: Echoes from the Cross”
“My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?”
Sunday, March 18th – Fifth Sunday in Lent/Read John 19:18-30—Message: Echoes From the Cross: “It Is
Finished”
Sunday March 25th – Palm Sunday/Read Luke 23: 32-49—Message: Echoes from the Cross: “Father Into
Your Hands I Commit My Spirit”
7:00pm – Cluster Palm Sunday Service at Zion United Methodist Church
Maundy Thursday, March 29th: Cluster Service at 6:00pm at Pleasant Chapel UMC – Seder Meal & Holy
Communion Service. (Pat Swaidner needs a head count by March 11th so Pleasant Chapel knows how much
to prepare.)
Good Friday, March 30th: Cluster Good Friday Service at 7:00pm at Christ’s UMC. Service of Tenebrae
(Service of Darkness)
Easter Sunday – April 1st: 7:30am SONrise Service - 8:15am Easter Breakfast - 9:30am Easter Egg Hunt 10:15am “Christ Is Risen Easter Resurrection Celebration”/Read Matthew 28: 1-10 & Luke 24:1-12/We will
not be celebrating Holy Communion since it was celebrated Maundy Thursday.
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Monday

5

9:15am Sunday School
10:10am Worship Service
7:00pm Cluster Service at
Zion UMC

25

9:15am Sunday School
10:10am Worship Service

18

9:15am Sunday School
10:10am Worship Service

11

26

19

12

6:30pm Admin Council
9:15am Sunday School
10:10am Worship Service Meeting
with Communion & Loose
Change Sunday
Easter Flower Orders Due

Sunday

6

13

10:00am Crafty Corner
4:00pm Child Care Chapel
5:00pm Weight Watchers

27

4:00pm Child Care Chapel
5:00pm Weight Watchers

20

10:00am Crafty Corner
4:00pm Child Care Chapel
5:00pm Weight Watchers
7:00pm Women of Faith

28

21
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1

15

4:00pm Child Care Chapel

Thursday

31

30
4:00pm Child Care Chapel 7:00pm Cluster Good
Friday Service at Christ’s
6:00pm Cluster Service/Seder Meal at Pleasant UMC
Chapel

10:00am UFO Quilt Bee
4:00pm Child Care Chapel

29

17

10

3

24

16

9

2

Saturday

23

Friday

22

3:45pm Final Kid’s Club 4:00pm Child Care Chapel
Dance Class Following

14

7

Wednesday

4:00pm Child Care Chapel 3:45pm Kid’s Club
5:00pm Weight Watchers Dance Class Following

Tuesday
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