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Adult
Sunday School
9:15am

From the Pastor

A New Heart – a Fresh Start: I had an English teacher years ago who
seemed obsessed with L.M. Montgomery and the Anne of Green Gables series of books. We read them, watched them, discussed them, and wrote
about them. One thing that remained in my mind after all these years is a
quote from the lead character Anne, “Tomorrow is a new day with no mistakes in it... Yet.” Here we are at a new year. For Methodists historically New
Years was a much bigger deal than Christmas – New Year’s Eve would be
an all night Watch Night Prayer Service where God’s will and way was
sought for the upcoming year.
For some of us 2017 was a great year filled with happiness. For others of
us, 2017 was a year of grief and loss. Many had some of both. On a personal
level, I have rarely been so glad to see a year come to an end. The Good
News of the Christian faith is that because of Jesus, we have a fresh start.
God mercies are new EVERY DAY and every year.
Lamentations 3:22-23 English Standard Version (ESV) says
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an
end;23 they are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.”
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Worship Service
Sunday

2018 is a new day for us as a congregation as well. God calls us to reach
a lost world with the Good News of Jesus Christ. God calls us to love the un10:10am
lovable, feed the hungry, care for the weary and love one another as Jesus
loves us. After 2017 concludes, I will be putting together a report of what God
Service
has done in 2017 – and where I believe God is calling us in 2018. Begin 2018
10:15am
in a renewed dedication to Jesus. Spend time with God daily – the Upper
Room and/or Our Daily Bread devotionals are a good way to start. We are
Kid’s Club and Youth beginning Bible studies – join one! Come to Sunday school as well as
church. Begin tithing or moving toward tithing. Volunteer to serve. Forgive an
Group
old hurt. Renew a friendship. Give God a part of your life you have never surWednesday at
rendered. Begin 2018 with “A New Heart & a Fresh Start.”
~Pastor Josh
3:45pm
Announcements

January Memory Verse
Acts 1:8 (NIV)
Church Office Hours
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
Monday and Thursday My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
9:00am to 2:00pm
the earth.”
and By Appointment

Unhanging of the Greens

Our sanctuary Christmas decorations will stay up through Epiphany, therefore we are having an “Unhanging of the Greens” on Sunday, January 7th
Pastor Joshua Johnson starting at 4:00pm. Following the “Unhanging” there will be a chili cook-off!! A
Cell - 765.376.7497 signup sheet will be available at church for chili chefs as well as for those who
want to provide a side dish or a dessert. If you have any questions, please
joshua.johnson@inumc.org
contact Janet Tellas, Nancy Hartley or Vicky Eisenhut.
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Greeters Needed for 2018
I would like to thank all of you who have served as a greeter in 2017. What a pleasure to walk
into church on a Sunday morning and have the welcome of a friendly face.
It’s now time to begin filling the calendar for the 2018 year. We have a clipboard designated for greeters. Please sign the clipboard or see me and I will take care of it for
you.
You did a great job in 2017, lets continue the tradition for this year. Happy New Year!
~Shirley Wolf

Euell Wilson Center Kids
Don't miss the Worship Service on Sunday morning January 14th! We will be blessed to have
the Euell Wilson Center kids and their families join us for worship and potluck. They have
been coming in January every year now for quite a few years and bringing their own special
spirit in music and dance. The Euell Wilson Center serves over 100 kids every school day
sharing Christ's love with each child and their families. Help us celebrate Christ and
the Martin Luther King weekend with their special music and help support the Lord's work
through this center.

Country Store
Please watch for the big "After Christmas Sale" in the Country Store. All Christmas items will be
half price.
We are grateful for all of your donations and purchases this past year. Thank you! Because of
the great year we have had, we were able to purchase a new kitchen range for the parsonage. Your
donations and purchases are very much appreciated.
~Carolyn Hartley-Johns

Happy New Year Seminary!!!
I am going to say that 2017 was a whirlwind for the PPR committee. We had to say goodbye to
our beloved Jim and Kathy Tormey and in the same breath interview for a new one. It is much more
complicated when you are seeking a pastor for a two-point charge. We had many more meetings to
attend to seal the deal. In retrospect, the committees from both churches got to know each other
better and started building trusted relationships. For many of us, that is reassuring and makes for a
brighter future for all.
As we look forward, I see Seminary more than ever engaged with our community. We have become the “go to church” to fill so many needs that are common in any community. Our Kids Club,
VBS and food pantry all come to mind. Until I retired, I did not realize how much the children of Roanoke look forward to our programs. I know, you’re thinking “da Carol”. I am just being honest.
The staff at Seminary will have to be looked at as we continue to grow and add programs. We
are honored to have Holly Stanley and her musical talent, Joe Hiner doing office duties, Nancy Hartley as newsletter editor and Claudia Houck as custodian and pantry director (pantry is not a paid position).
2018 looks bright for both Seminary and Christ’s UMC as Pastor Josh promotes the love of Jesus
Christ and his vision for all the community.
May God bless you in the coming year!!!
~Carol Johnson, PPR Chairperson

Scrip Cards
Do you have any charge card balances left from Christmas shopping? If so, did you know you
can make payments on most of them with Scrip gift cards? AND at the same time you benefit the
children we serve through Seminary United Methodist Church! ALL of the rebates are used to provide funding for Kids Klub and for Vacation Bible School. Thank you for your support!!!
~Vicky Eisenhut and Jenny Gross
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VCR Needed
Does someone have a working VCR the church could borrow. We have some tapes of past
events we would like to put on the web site but we need a VCR to get them into a format we can use.
If you have a VCR we can borrow please contact Joe Hiner at the church office.

United Methodist Women - Women of Faith
Our Christmas Party was wonderful! The tables were covered in red, with wide red and silver ribbon down the center. Vases of holly and cranberries, pine scented candles and poinsettias
decorated the center of the tables. Napkins and silverware marked each place setting.
Pam Sagers gave a table grace before a delicious spread of carry in food. A gift from Santa was
given to all present followed by a surprise Christmas gift shower for Lily.
A game of “Left” – “Right” was enjoyed to distribute gifts as a story of “Christmas Eve to Remember” was read. Light hearted readings “T’was the Night” senior version and The Christmas Pageant was enjoyed by all.
There will be no meeting in January and February. We will meet on March 13th,
2018 at 7:00pm in the Wesley Gathering Room.
Reminder: Local missions: “Place of Grace” January donation suggestions are hygiene items.
shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, toothbrushes and toothpaste.
February suggestions: Program supplies: Note pads, pens, paint canvases, paint, and camera.
Baby Totes: Fitted crib sheets, onesies (3-6 mo) knitted or crochet hats, receiving blankets, bibs,
socks, size 3-6 month outfits, tote bags flannel material and quilt batting. Donated items can be
brought to the Wesley Room and placed on the “Women of Faith” cabinet.
Thank you to all who had a part in making the cookie sales a success. $220 was earned to support our mission budget for the 2018 year.
~Shirley Wolf, President
UMW “Women of Faith”

January 1
January 1
January 6
January 9
January 11
January 12
January 19
January 20
January 22
January 23
January 24

Brent Hammel
Fred Johns
Phil Bouillon
Blake Truex
Phyllis Witherow
Matthew Hartley
Alyssa Grabner
Carolyn Prescott
Sarah Clevenger
Alyson Grabner
Bobby Cumbey

January 24
January 25
January 29
January 30

Stephanie Spahr Norin
Phillip Schwartz
Brian Nicholson
Christopher Hartley

If your birthday or anniversary is missing
from this list, or if you have just joined our
church family, please contact Nancy Hartley
at nan4hartley@comcast.net
to be added to the list.
No Anniversaries
this month
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The Christmas Tree
I think I shall always see
God’s gifts upon the Christmas Tree
You cannot touch them with your hand
Yet they are there at your command.
There’s joy and faith and love renewed
There’s laughter for a happy mood
There’s gratitude for each new day
A time to think and a time to pray.
The Christ idea with Holy light
Shines clear to make your pathway bright
These gifts are yours if you can see
God’s gifts upon a Christmas Tree.
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14

9:15am Sunday School28
10:10am Worship Service

9:15am Sunday School
10:10am Worship Service

21

9:15am Sunday School
10:10am Worship Service
with Euell Wilson
11:15am Carry in Dinner

17

29

22

10:00am Crafty Corner
4:00pm Child Care Chapel
5:00pm Weight Watchers

30

4:00pm Child Care Chapel
5:00pm Weight Watchers

23

10:00am Crafty Corner
4:00pm Child Care Chapel
5:00pm Weight Watchers

3:45pm Kid’s Club
Dance Class Following

31

24

3:45pm Kid’s Club
Dance Class Following

3:45pm Kid’s Club
Dance Class Following

16

15

3

10

10:00am Crafty Corner
5:00pm Weight Watchers

2

Wednesday

9

1

Tuesday

8

Monday

9:15am Sunday School
6:30pm Administrative 4:00pm Child Care Chapel
10:10am Worship Service Council Meeting
5:00pm Weight Watchers
with Communion & Loose
6:00pm Child Care Board
Change Sunday
4:00pm Unhanging of the
Greens/Chili Cook-off

Sunday

25

18

11

4

10:00am UFO Quilt Bee
4:00pm Child Care Chapel
District Pastor Meeting at
Huntertown

4:00pm Child Care
Chapel

4:00pm Child Care
Chapel

Thursday

January 2018
Friday

26

19

12

5

6

13

27
9:00am SPCA Training Ft Wayne Aldersgate

20

9:00am SPCA Training Kendallville Trinity

Saturday

Seminary United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 40
Roanoke, IN 46783

How do we change the world?
One random act of kindness at
a time

