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From the Pastor’s Pen
By the time I knew "Sherry" she was an ER nurse and a leader in the local Presbyterian church in a town I just moved into. "Sherry" was in her 50's and has a vibrant,
contagious faith in Jesus and led a community Bible study group.
"Sherry" grew up in that same town just a few houses down from that same Presbyterian church but her family never went. In fact her family was rarely sober and her
parents screaming arguments often shattered the quiet of her neighborhood.
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Sherry saw people come and go from the church, greet each other with handshakes
and hugs at the door. She saw through the brightly lit large windows in winter evenings glimpses of different groups and activities for kids, teens and adults. And she
saw how happy everyone seemed leaving after church dinners. That especially puzzled her because mealtimes at her house as a kid were anything but happy.
While church fascinated her, she never went. She thought church was for good people who had their lives together and knew God. She was a broken person with a sad
life who had no idea how to find God. She wished she had been born into one of
those " better" families.
Fast forward into her 30's... Sherry still lived in that town, her siblings had scattered.
Her dad had died in a drunken accident years earlier and she was caring for her
mother in liver failure while working as a nurse. While she was doing some spring
cleaning/raking in her yard, one of those "nice church people" a neighbor walked by
and invited her to Easter breakfast and service with her. Sherry stuttered and said she
didn't have anything dressy enough. Her neighbor, 30 years older than Sherry, told
her she would wear jeans to church also if that's what Sherry had and she would stop
for her on her way to church. Sherry said yes and went on Easter, then the next Sunday then the next. In time she gave her life to Jesus and found the peace she always
thought she wasn't good enough to deserve.
The "Sherry" I knew described that invitation as one of the happiest days of her life
because it gave her hope that if her neighbor wanted her with her in church, maybe
God did too. Her neighbor months later was shocked when Sherry said what a big
deal it was to be invited. The neighbor commented about the church sign which invited "all" and the newspaper listing and ads. Sherry explained, while she didn't think the
church would have her thrown out if she walked in, she didn't really think they WANTED "people like her." Her neighbor teared up and wished she had invited Sherry years
before.

This story is true with a changed name. Who in your world needs a personal
in-person invite from YOU! We are having "Bring-a-Friend" Sunday on November 11th with our annual Thanksgiving-style feast afterward. Who will you invite? It often takes a few invitations for someone to accept. If they are out of
town that weekend, they can still come another Sunday but maybe that Sunday you invite them out to eat after or to your house. Show someone God's
love.

Seminary at a Glance
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In Faith and Service Schedule for November 2018
Ushers
November 4:
November 11:
November 18:
November 25:

Nov 4:

Nov 11
Nov 18

Steve Eisenhut, Bill Quickery, Max Colclesser, Ron Hathaway
Lori Culler, Ann McPherren, Carol Johnson, Pam Sagers
Fred Johns, Mark Whitman, Frank Ule, Lynn Swaidner
Doug Tellas, Tom Gross, Mike Polzin, Marv Hathaway

Greeters
Scripture Readers
Doug Tellas & Steve Eisenhut
Janet Tellas
Shirley Wolf
Janet Tellas
Terri Bartrom

Janell Guffey

Nursery Workers
Acolytes
Gross Family
Tyler &
Matthew Gross
Trish Shaefer
Maddox &
Carter Schwartz
Katlin Carroll

Jeff Gross & Eric
Beihold
Nov 25:
Jan Smeltzer Brooke Branyan
Trish Shaefer
Timmy Johnson
William Johnson
Communion Servers: Nov 4
Tom Gross, Jenny Gross Susan Miller
Coffee Hosts:
Nov 4 Carol Johnson
11 Carol Johnson
18 Terri Taylor
25 Janet Tellas & Brooke Branyan

All Saints
—
—
Honoring our “Saints” Safe in the Arms of Jesus…

Sunday

——
——

Sunday, November 4th is “All Saints Sunday” when we remember those connected with Seminary who
have died in the last year. We had three members “promoted to glory”.
Bernice K Abbett
Sept 13,1923 — May 1, 2018
John Cass
July 23, 1948 — June 19, 2018

Shirley Hasty
June 24, 1933 — August 2, 2018

Congratulations to parents Alicia and
Devon Yount, and big brother Beau, as
they celebrate the birth of
Lane Thomas born
08-28-2018 at 10:43pm.
7 lb 12 oz 18 1/2 “ long
Proud grandparents are Cindy & Rance
Burns; Great-Grandparents are Tom &
Ruth Ann Thomas. Baptism will be
Nov 4th
during worship service.

November Memory Verse-

I Thessalonians 5: 16-18 NIV

"Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus."

Steve and Vicky Eisenhut celebrate with Marie Clark at
her birthday -100 years young.

Sunday School Underway EACH Sunday at 9:00am
We began Sunday School classes for all ages on September 16th. We had a total of 40 participants in five classes for all ages. This is one of the most import things any church can do – teach
men and women, youth, boys and girls about Jesus and how to grow in faith.
Adult Class – Taught by Pastor Josh in the back half of the Country Store
Youth Class – “The Gathering” in the new Youth Room in the basement taught by Jon and
Sara Perkins
3rd-5th Grades – In the Balcony “Blue Room” taught by Katlin Carroll
K – 2nd Grades – in the Balcony “Peach Room” taught by Polly Carroll
Little Lambs (Preschool age) in the Nursery taught by Trish Shaefer
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Elevate Student Ministry News
Wow! We have been busy and gearing up for even more fun! Lets quick do a recap of
the last month. On September 29th we took the kids to do laser tag at Ultrazone in Fort
Wayne. We had a blast with 16 students and 4 adults! After two games of laser tag we all
headed back to the church for a movie in the basement. The Snack Shack was open for the
kids to buy candy and pop and we provided them with Nachos and Popcorn. We watched the
movie God’s Not Dead: A Light in Darkness. Our next big event was October 13th when we
went to Suter’s Corn Maze in Pandora, Ohio with 12 students, 3 leaders and 3 junior youth tag
alongs for a total of 18. Our little road trip was made even more fun when we stopped for
lunch on our way there at A&W Root-beer Stand in Delphos. At the maze we had fun doing the
pioneer themed corn maze, as well as a hayride through the woods and pumpkin patches. All
of us made sure to fill up on kettle corn, hot donuts, and apple cider. We have had 5
Wednesday evening meetings which have averaged 11 kids. We started the month learning
about our “Squad goals” which teaches us who we hang out with matters and we ended
October starting a series on the different battlefields in life we face and need to overcome with
God’s help.
We have many things to look forward to in the months ahead and please make sure to
put these on your calendars….
November 3rd 8-10am All You can Eat Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
Free Will Donations to help us get our students to Ice Camp
November 14th 6:30-8:55pm Give Thanks Dinner
see ad in newsletter for more info
November 21st No Youth Group Happy Thanksgiving!!
December 5th Ice Camp Sign Up Deadline
(Contact Jon and Sara for more info)

Thank you everyone for your love and support of this program!! If you have a desire to
donate your time, resources, or knowledge, please let Jon and Sara know and we can figure
out the best way for you to help. Also PLEASE share these upcoming opportunities with the
teenagers in your lives as we love to welcome every 6th-12th grader that wants to participate!!
Jon Perkins
(260)403-2961
Sara Perkins
at
(260)449-1124
Pandora
OH
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Beginning November 1st - Spiritual Gifts Bible Study - Thursdays @ 11:00am only
The Spiritual Gifts focus is taught by the pastor but meant for open discussion of the Scriptures.
Pastor Josh will be glad to hold an evening Bible Study when there is more interest for an evening
study.
COME GROW IN FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE!
As your pastor I am in awe of the amount of caring and generosity in this congregation!
According to our budget predictions from early in the year, we
were expecting to be running an $8,400 deficit (expenses greater
than giving) by now. In May we asked you ,as the congregation, to
increase your giving. Many of you have and we are in the red only
$422 dollars (expenses greater than giving) and that is with all the
expanded ministry and related costs. I am confident God will help
us continue to step up and give generously. Thank you!
Giving Beyond Our Walls – Missions & Benevolence Giving so far in 2018:
Conference Tithe/Apportionments/ Denominational Missions -- $8,330.94
District Apportionments/Ministries -- $833.09
Heifer International -- $750.00
Euell Wilson Center -- $560.00
Human Relations offering (prisoner rehabilitation) -- $25.00
Bishop’s Special Offering for Children -- $110.00
Feeding Pastor’s In Africa -- $1,080.41
RUMCC Child Care Scholarship Fund -- $450.00
UMCOR (disaster relief – where needed most) -- $231.00
Native American Ministry donation --$31.00
Peace with Justice -- $25.00
Place of Grace -- $50.00 (+ 14 gift cards and numerous supplies collected)
Special Olympics (VBS & Church Offerings) -- $507.83
VBS Expenses -- $3,058.85
World Communion Offering -- $112.00
UMCOR Hurricane Offering (in progress – total as of Oct 21st) -- $180.00
Food Pantry / Inter-Church Benevolence -- $ 2,630.00 (more than SUMC, countless food , items)
Helping Hands (in-church benevolence) -- $387.30
UMW Giving to Missions -- $451.05
TOTAL BEYOND OUR WALLS -- $19,803.47

Pastor Josh

. will be held on Saturday, November 10th from
Charge Conference for SUMC and rest of NE District
1:15 to 3 PM at the National Military History Center, 5634 County Road 11 A, Auburn IN (just west
off 1-69). Each church is expected to have at least five representatives plus the pastor there. NE
District Leadership Conference will be at same location immediately before Charge Conference from
9 AM to 1 PM. The pastor will be going to this. If you would like to also attend, please let him know.
————————————————————————————————————————————
Sunday, October 21, we were pleased to welcome new members at Seminary– Bobby and Janell
Guffey. They transferred here from Huntington Evangelical UMC. Our SUMC growth continues.
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Weekly Schedule for Seminary UMC
Sundays 9:00am – Sunday School for All Ages
10:00am – Worship Service with Nursery & Children’s Church offered
11:15am – Coffee and Conversation
Monday – Thursday: 9:00am to 1:00pm – Office Open & Country Store Open
Wednesdays - 3:45pm – 5:30pm Kid’s Club
7:05pm – 8:55pm Elevate Student Ministry (Youth Group)
Thursdays - 11:00am - Bible Study on Spiritual Gifts
Administrative Assistant available Monday -Thursday 9:00am to 1:00 pm Church Office

Ministries for Children at SUMC:
Sunday School – Sundays at 9:00am – 3 age-level classes
Nursery during Worship Service – 10:00am
Children’s Message & Children’s Church: Kids start out in the sanctuary, come forward and hear a Bible message during church then are dismissed to Children’s Church
Acolytes: Children can be shown how and scheduled to carry in the light
(representing Jesus, the Light of the World enter the church service and carry out the
light (representing the light and love of Jesus going out into the world around us).
Kid’s Club: School year Wednesdays from 3:45pm to 5:30pm kids K-5th

Vacation Bible School each June for kids 1st to 6th
Music during church services: children occasionally do piano solos, drums, sing
and/or do drama programs during worship

Ministries for Youth at SUMC:
Elevate Student Ministries: Youth group on Wednesdays from 7:05pm to 8:55pm,
trips, camps, service, outings in addition to these
The Gathering – Youth Sunday School class Sundays at 9:00am
Ministries for Adults at SUMC

Sunday School Class – Sundays 9:00am
Bible Studies – Thursdays 11:00am currently on Spiritual Gifts
Crafty Corner – Every Other Tuesday from 10 AM – 2:00pm – November 4th and 18th
UFO Quilting Bee Group – Fourth Thursday monthly 9:00am to 2:00pm
Women of Faith – United Methodist Women – meet second Tuesday at 7:00pm
for Bible study, fellowship, mission or serving projects and/or food
Mission serving, education and funding opportunities

Changes to SUMC reimbursement policy
Hello all! After jumping in the driver’s seat as Treasurer in the last few months, I am beginning to see a pattern of some
things that could save us some money.
SUMC is a tax-exempt entity and therefore is not required to pay sales tax on items purchased at any store. (local or
online) Most of the time if you tell the cashier you are buying for a tax-exempt entity, they will request a copy of the taxexempt certificate. Sometimes, as in the case of WalMart, they will even give you a card to carry that will allow you to
purchase church related items without tax.
There have been a lot of receipts that come in to be reimbursed with sales tax listed on them. Beginning January 1,
2019 if you submit a receipt with sales tax on it, you will no longer be reimbursed for the tax portion. I will continue to
reimburse you for the items, but not the sales tax.
In order to avoid paying the tax yourself ( by SUMC not reimbursing you for the sales tax paid on a receipt), you can
pick up a copy of the tax exemption certificate in the church office during normal business hours M-Th 9 am-1pm from
Terri.
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Thank you for helping SUMC save money.
Tara Whitman

(260) 433-5873 or tarawhitman@outlook.com

Bring-a-Friend Sunday
Sunday, November 11, 2018 is Bring-a Friend Sunday. The #1 reason unchurched people give for not attending church
is “No one invited me.” This is more than “Hey, you should come to church sometime” but a specific invitation even with
an offer to pick them up. 86% of people who begin to come to church do so because of a friend or family member’s invitation. Only 6% come because the pastor inviting them ( People see that as the pastor’s job). 2% come from advertising. The remaining 4% just show up searching for God or meaning. This will be a visitor friendly service. Bring your
guest at 10 AM for church or better yet– bring them to Sunday school at 9AM first.
Who to invite: FRAN PLAN
F - Friends
R - Relatives
A - Associates & Acquaintances (co-workers, bank teller, gas station clerk, etc)
N - Neighbors
After church on November 11th will be our annual Thanksgiving Feast. Carol Johnson is coordinating this and has a
sign-up sheet for food. Please do NOT call it a carry-in to your guests. The meal is provided by us and guests are not
asked to bring anything. Often events with the words “carry-in, pitch-in or potluck” will cause people who come to church
to feel like they should not stay if they did not bring a dish.

Pastor Josh
The Country Store
The Country Store is open during church office hours 9:00am – 1:00pm , Monday through Thursday and other times the church is open. The Women of Faith will be donating time to the Country
Store to keep it open. Come in and check out all the “Specials”. The store is OVERSTOCKED and
Christmas is coming. We need room for upcoming Christmas items. Stop in and Shop!

Coming in December
“Parent’s Night Out “
An event sponsored by ELEVATE YOUTH
More details in Dec newsletter for
Friday, December 14th 6:00-9:30pm

Larry Lahr is at Heritage
Room #168 1180 W 500 N
Huntington IN 46750
Trish Shaefer is now at:
208 W State Street Apt 507
Huntington IN 46750

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world

9

The “Women of Faith “met in the Wesley Gathering Room on October 9, 2018 the meeting was
called to order at 7:00 pm
15 were present.
“How to Pray” was read as an opening.
9 prayer requests were lifted up in prayer.
Minutes of the previous meeting and the treasurers report were given and accepted as presented.
An invitation was read to the “Church Street Corner Bazaar” to be held at the Wayndale UM Church
on November 3rd from 9 am to 2 pm.
If anyone has extra cookie tins we would appreciate them for our cookie sale on Dec. 7 & 8. They
can be brought to the Wesley Gathering Room
Plans were made to clean the kitchen on October 26th.
Carol Johnson presented the lesson on “Worry”
The next meeting will be on November 13th at 7:00 PM in the Wesley Gathering Room. We will be
filling the Cheer Bags to be distributed to those in nursing homes and shut ins.
The lesson will be given by Carol Johnson. Hostess will be Pam Sagers.
United Methodist Women - Women of Faith
~Shirley Wolf, President
UMW“Women of Faith”
COUNTRY STORE
The Country Store is OVERSTOCKED. Christmas is coming We need room to put out the for sale
Christmas items. Currently lots of nice glass and kitchen items. Stop in and Shop!

UMW Cheer Bags
Our United Methodist Women group the WOF (Women of Faith) will get together to praise and
give thanks to God for our bounty on November 13 at 7:00pm in the Wesley room. This is our annual
Thank Offering. We also will be filling our “Cheer Baskets“ to be delivered to members and friends in
nursing homes and shut ins.
Our ladies go to Covington Commons, Markle Nursing Home, Concord, Tipton
House, Covington Manor, Warren Home, Heritage and Renaissance and people that
are home bound. If you would like to submit a name to receive a basket you may contact a UMW member.
We would appreciate any donations or contributions to fill these wonderful gifts of
LOVE. They can consist of grocery items, homemade goodies, candy, cookies, snacks,
small toiletries and of course, cash gifts. No nuts or fresh fruit. You may bring your items to the
church before the November 13th meeting.
~In Christ Love and Promise,
(intended repeat announcement)
Carol Johnson

Inter-Church Council
Roanoke Inter-Church Council will meet Tuesday, November 13th at 7PM at Christ’s UMC. InterChurch Council is Roanoke churches and is the sponsor of the food pantry hosted and run here at
Seminary UMC. Claudia Houck is our representative to Inter-Church as well as their treasurer and
director of the food pantry. Claudia also handles community assistance requests for utilities and other crisis help. Anyone of SUMC is welcome and encouraged to attend the meeting.

Hanging of the Greens
Please join our church family for the tradition of “Hanging of the
Greens”, a time of preparation for the celebration of Christ’s birth.
We will meet at the church at 3:00 pm on Sunday, November 25th
to decorate the inside and outside of the church.
In November we will be passing around a clipboard to sign up if
you are able to attend this event We will also be asking for monetary donations to help pay for our traditional fellowship meal. After
the church is decorated we will be having a lasagna and salad dinner at approximately 5:oo pm for all the decorators. If you have
any questions please contact Nancy Hartley at 672-8316 or Vicky
Eisenhut at 433-6800. Thank you in advance for this preparation of
our Savior’s birth.

Anniversaries

Birthdays

November
3 Carol Johnson
4 Kirsta Hiner
7 Lisa Nicholson
8 Mike Swaidner
9 Austin Spahr
10 Mary McCave
14 Bill Quickery & Steven Spahr
19 Tina Haynes & Judy Polzin
22 Cara Vetor
30 Carter Schwartz

November
11 Shane & Breann McCoart
13 Sam & Brenda Hamilton
14 Michael & Cara Vetor
16 Keith & Nancy Hartley
20 Jim & Judy Pulver
27 Phillip & Debbie Bouillon

SUMC NOVEMBER 2018
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

9

10
District Training 9-1
Charge Conference 1:15pm3pm (Auburn)

15

16

17

Bible Study
11am

Pastor– Place
of Grace Bible
Study 6pm

22
Thanksgiving
Office Closed

23
Break

29
UFO Bee Quilts
9am-2pm

30

Bible Study
11am

4
All Saints Day
Celebration

5

6

7

8
Bible Study
11am

Lane Thomas
Yount Baptism

10am-2pm

3:45-5:30pm

7:05-8:55pm
11
12
Friend Sunday
& Thanksgiving
following
church

18

19

13
UMW 7pm
WGR Cheer
bags
&Thanks Offering
Inter-Church
Council

14

20

21

10am-2pm
Newsletter
articles due

25

26

Hanging of the
Greens 3pm

Church Council
6:30pm

27

3:45-5:30pm
7:05-8:55pm

No Kid’s
Club or
Youth Group
This week
28

3:45-5:30pm,

Bible Study
11am

7:05-8:55pm
November 7 SUMC hosts Huntington Ecumenical Ministerial Association 11 am– 1pm

Pastor– Place
of Grace Bible
Study 6pm

24

Seminary United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 40
Roanoke, IN 46783

For ALL

For YOUTH

