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From the Pastor’s Pen

One of my favorite Bible heroes was not an apostle or a prophet, not a
priest or a teacher – but instead a leader and a builder. He saved a city, a nation and its people by rebuilding Jerusalem’s broken walls. By God’s power
and “blood, sweat, toil and tears” the impossible or at least improbable was
made to be. A broken people protected, a defenseless city made safe, a nation’s hope restored. Roanoke may not have physically broken walls but there
are so many broken lives, broken spirits and broken dreams that God can
heal and restore through us if we give Him our all.
September at Seminary is filled with rebuilding, renewal and changes. I
began youth ministry in 1995 and as a pastor of a church in 2001. I have never seen or asked so much of a congregation in such a short period of time.
Adult
We have wonderful leaders and workers and our Vision Team is guiding this
Children & Youth
carefully. September begins with the Fall Festival and the efforts on the float
Sunday School
underway. In September we return Church and Sunday School to their previ9:15am
ous times before SUMC shared a pastor. Beginning September 9 th, Sunday
Starting Sept. 9
School will be at 9:00am and Worship Service at 10:00am. Elevate Student
9:00am
Ministries (Youth Group) launches Wednesday, September 12 at 7:05pm. As
I type I can hear construction going on downstairs in the old and new again
youth room. Sunday, September 16 is our full Sunday School launch with
classes and teachers for all ages! We have this planned in at least two rooms
Worship Service
in the middle of being repaired and restored. We also begin our at least
Sunday
monthly choir singing on September 16 during worship. Wednesday, SeptemAnnouncements
ber 19th is our Kid’s Club launch and all that entails. A daytime and evening
10:10am
Bible study (details still being worked out) will begin the week or so after. All
Service
of this while the elevator is being built and seemingly 1001 repair and restora10:15am
tion projects are underway all over the church.
Starting Sept. 9
Unlike Nehemiah, at times I am terrified. My fear and faith battle – fear I
10:00am
will fall short and fail as your pastor -- fear I am asking too much of people too
quickly. The enemy of our souls reminds me if I had been more vigilant, the
food pantry would not have been “looted.” The Enemy of our souls reminds
Starting Sept. 17
me of my shortcomings, my stumbling's and stuttering's, my sometimes disorOffice Hours
ganization. But then God reminds me that He is the one who calls us to reMon - Thursday
build a broken world and broken lives. Then God reminds me that His
9:00am to 1:00pm
grace is revealed in our weakness. Then God reminds me it is HIS
WORK, HIS CHURCH and not up to me. I can “hear” God’s still small
Pastor Joshua Johnson voice whisper that YOU – HIS PEOPLE – will rise up and answer His
Cell - 260.999.7118
call.
joshua.johnson@inumc.org
Continued on Page 3
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ALL OF US are needed to work for and with God and Christ’s Body the Church to serve a
broken world. We are stepping out in faith that growth and giving will cover new ministries. We are
stepping out in faith that you will pour your hearts to God in prayer, study His Word and let Jesus
transform your lives. We are stepping out in faith that God’s people will serve Him and serve the broken world that God so loved He gave His Son. The words from our September memory verse speak
powerfully to my soul… Nehemiah 4:14b (NIV) “Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is
great and awesome, and fight for your families, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your
homes.” Join me in serving God and lifting up Jesus the Christ so that men, women, boys and girls
may look up to him and be saved. Join me in pouring out our lives to rebuild a broken world and see
~Pastor Josh

September Memory Verse
Nehemiah 4:14b (NIV)
“Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight
for your families, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes.”

September Worship Notes:
Sunday September 2 – Labor Day Weekend – Celebration of Holy Communion
Message Title “Never, Never, Never Give Up” based on Nehemiah chapters 3 & 4
***Note Worship Service moves to 10:00am on Sunday Sept. 9 - Sunday School at 9:00am***
Sunday September 9 – Hear a powerful testimony of a life saved and changed by Jesus – Jon Perkins shares how Jesus saved and changed him. Jon and Sara Perkins begin Elevate (Youth Group)
on Wednesday, September 12 @ 7:05 PM
Sunday September 16 – Sunday School for all ages new classes launch at 9:00am – Message “The
Wall in Front of Your House???” Based on Nehemiah Chapters 4, 5 & 6 - Church Choir begins by
singing this Sunday – let Holly know you will help!
Sunday, September 23 – “God Will Make a Way” based on Nehemiah 6
Sunday, September 30 – “Trust and Obey or I Did It My Way?” based on Nehemiah 7-13

Children’s Church
Children’s Church is a very important part of our worship service for the kid’s. One of the Sunday’s in August, Polly Carroll went downstairs to teach the children. The kid’s lesson was about
Shadrach, Meshack and Abendigo. They made the furnace. Another week the kid’s lesson was Peter
and the angel and they made the door hanger.
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In Faith and Service Schedule for September 2018
Ushers
September 2:
**September 9:
September 16:
September 23:
September 30:

Steve Eisenhut, Bill Quickery, Max Colclesser, Ron Hathaway
Lori Culler, Ann McPherren, Carol Johnson, Pam Sagers
Fred Johns, Mark Whitman, Frank Ule, Lynn Swaidner
Doug Tellas, Tom Gross, Mike Polzin, Marv Hathaway
Fred Johns, Mark Whitman, Frank Ule, Lynn Swaidner

Greeters
September 2:
**September 9:
September 16:
September 23:
September 30:

Scripture Readers
Fred & Carolyn Johns
Carol Johnson
Marv & Diana Hathaway Janet Tellas
Gross family
Brooke Branyan
Doug & Janet Tellas
Sara Perkins
Shirley Wolf
Sarah Clevenger

Nursery Workers

Lily Johnson
Shirley Wolf
Trish Schaefer

Communion Servers: September 2: Doug & Janet Tellas, Brooke Branyan

Roanoke Food Pantry
The Roanoke Food Pantry assists those in need in our community. Sadly we share that the food
pantry was "looted" recently by a family that had come to Pastor for help requesting a gas voucher. While they were at the church they also asked for food assistance as they had "no food at home". This family had received assistance from us
many times in the past.
Hundreds of dollars of items were taken in a short period of time. Much of
what was taken had been donated to the pantry from Hoosier Foods when they closed in Roanoke.
Currently the Food Pantry is depleted of all laundry soap, all cleaning supplies of any type, paper
products (toilet paper, paper towels, feminine products, Kleenex), face and hand soap, toothbrushes, baby supplies (diapers, baby wipes, lotions and wash), condiments of any kind, cereal, spaghetti
sauce, salsa, pancake mixes and syrup.
This incident will be discussed at the next Inter-Church Council meeting and new guidelines will
be established as to whom and when food and gas vouchers are dispersed.
Any donations to the Food Pantry are greatly appreciated at this time. Please pray for this family
that took advantage of our community’s willingness to help others in need.
~Claudia Houck
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Elevate Student Ministry News
Our church has been busy changing in many ways, youth is a big example of how God is
moving in a positive direction. My name is Sara Perkins, my husband Jon and I have always had
a heart for middle and high schools students. We heard that Josh had a desire to start the youth
group back up and we were eager jump in to help make that happen. I am going to keep this
short, however I thought I might share just a bit about ourselves. We have been attending
Seminary for just about 10 months on a regular basis. We fell in love with the people in the
congregation and how much they took us in and made us feel like family. We have been married
for 11 years and have two children Landon is 10 and Grayson who is 4. We live in town in
Roanoke, we run our family’s small insurance agency and we are both members of the Roanoke
Lions Club. We look forward to this opportunity to help build the youth of our church to be
strong in faith and in person.
The church has been amazingly supportive and helpful in every way imaginable!! We
could not restart this program without each and every one of you. So Thank You for all of your
support! The students will have their own space in the church, which is the old youth room in the
basement. Jon, Lynn Swaidner, myself and the help of many others have been working a lot to
clean all of the accumulation of stuff out, getting things organized, building a wall, and cleaning.
Coming up, we have deep cleaning and a lot of painting, so if any of you are interested in
helping please let us know through one of the contact ways below.
Youth Group is open to any student in 6th-12th grade. We will have at least one major
event each month with our first big event being our Kick-off Party on September 12th @ 7:05pm
to 8:55pm. We will have fellowship, music, food and games! We will have weekly get togethers
every Wednesday at 7:05pm to 8:55pm. We look forward to meeting all of the youth and giving
them a positive and fun learning experience to be a tool in their walk with Christ!
Please feel free to reach out to us with any questions:
Email: elevateroanokeyouth@gmail.com
Phone: Jon - (260)403-2961 & Sara- (260)449-1124
Find us at facebook @ www.facebook.com/elevateroanokeyouth
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Music and Choir Notes
Seminary United Methodist Church is organizing a choir to sing at least monthly beginning September 16. Holly Stanley, our music director needs to know who may be interested
and when you would be able to practice. There will be a sign up sheet at church, or talk to
Holly directly. Holly also offers piano lesson on Mondays after 4 pm here at church for only
$10. If you are interested in those, please contact her as well. Her contact information is
phone: 260.388.5193 and her email is stanley224@gmail.com.

Kid’s Club Begins September 19
th

As of August 20 , Kid’s Club does not have a director so the pastor is taking the lead. The school
has been contacted and pending approval of the fliers they will go out immediately after Labor Day. Pastor is doing the lessons. There have been some workers from last year unable
to help this year. Will you? Please let Pastor Josh know ASAP if you are willing to help in
any way.

VBS and Special Olympics
Vacation Bible School and the church’s matching offering gave a donation for Huntington County
Special Olympics a total of $507.83. Seminary’s own Keith & Nancy Hartley head the Huntington
County Special Olympics.

Vision Committee
The vision committee requests prayers from all congregants. Ask God to set our hearts on fire
for Him and to lead others to know Him. As we do His work, may God be with us each step of the
way to fulfill the following vision and goals.
Vision Statement:
• Seminary fosters spiritual growth and maturity for every age group. Seminary is the church who
serves the community through building relationships, connecting with local organizations, and
teaching the Bible to intentionally impact lives for Jesus Christ.
Goals:
• Opportunities are provided for spiritual growth through Bible based instruction.
• All members will know how to explain the plan of salvation.
• Everyone who attends church at Seminary feels valued and connected.
• Congregants will learn how to nurture themselves through spiritual practices.
Look forward to the following:
• John and Sarah Perkins leading the junior high/senior high youth group.
• The addition of an administrative assistant.
• The addition of an educational coordinator.
• Continued facility improvements.
• Improved technology.
• New Sunday School opportunities for all ages.
• An additional worship service beginning in November on Wednesday nights.
Some of these new opportunities are being paid for with grants. Other improvements will take
volunteers. With God’s help and guidance, the Vision Committee believes that these ministries will
serve Him and be a blessing to all who participate.
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Mission
While the weather begins to cool, it is great to look forward to home comforts and good food. For
some however this can be a struggle. Due to some recent events we are going to focus inward this
month and help replenish our food pantry with both food and supplies. Please help us be able to
continue this great ministry!! We hope to overflow our shelves and make an amazing difference in
our community!!

Trustee Report
The youth room is taking shape. Thanks to Jon and Sara Perkins. A new wall with an access door has been built, and walls being plastered, cleaned, and painted. The back stairway
wall has been repaired. Thanks to Jon and Sara Perkings for stepping up to lead the youth!
One Upstairs classroom is finished and the other classroom repair is in progress. New
ceiling plaster, and walls patches at the old entrance area. The sanctuary plaster repair is
completed.
A new cement walk has been installed to access patio stairs from the ramp. The landscape is 99% finished. There will be grass planted to repair ruts in the yard. The Lift has
been started. There has been a slight delay getting the proper building permits.
Exhaust hood fire system in the kitchen is being updated to meet code. A big thanks to
Norwak Williams and Shane Carroll.
~Lynn Swaidner, Chairperson
United Methodist Women - Women of Faith
UMW “Women of Faith” met at the home of Carilyn Dearduff on August 14th for their monthly
meeting. Nine members were present. “Rules of the Clothesline” was read for an opening.
Nine names of the church family, community and friends were lifted up in prayer. The treasurer
reported that all required pledges to the district have been paid for the 2018 year.
Secret sisters in Christ were revealed for the past year. Many were surprised to find out who their
secret sister had been. New names were drawn for the next year.
Janet Tellas gave the lesson and used her love of quilting to show examples of how our lives can
be broken if we do not follow Gods Word. She joined together small randomly cut pieces of material
to show how our lives might be without God and friends. She then displayed a finished quilt block
and wall hanging to show that by following a pattern (The Holy Bible), praying and helping others
puts your life back in order.
The hostess served refreshments and gave all a coaster. Jan Smeltzer gave all a treat bag of
decorated cookies.
The next Women of Faith meeting will be Sept. 11 in the Wesley Gathering Room at 7:00pm.
Vicky Eisenhut will be the hostess. Lesson leader will be announced. This will be the election of officers.
~Shirley Wolf, President
UMW“Women of Faith”
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September 3
September 10
September 10
September 14
September 14
September 18
September 21
September 21
September 21
September 22
September 22
September 24
September 26
September 29

Larry Lahr
Tyler Houser
Nicholas Solloway
Pat Swaidner
Shane McCoart
Rick Cannici
Kathy Cary
Marie Clark
Kash McCoart
Joe Hiner
Sam Hamilton
Peggy Keller
Keith Hartley
Brenda Conn

September 1
September 13
September 14
September 16
September 18

Bob and Joan Wisel
Marv and Diana Hathaway
Doug and Janet Tellas
Sam and Merry Elliott
Frank and Deb Ule

9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Worship Service

30

9:00am Sunday School
4:00pm
10:00am Worship Service

23

4:00pm
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Worship Service

16

9:00am Sunday School
4:00pm
10:00am Worship Service

24

17

10

19

7:05pm Elevate Youth
Group Kickoff

12

10:00am Crafty Corner
5:00pm Weight Watchers

25

5

Wednesday

3:45pm Kid’s Club
7:05pm Elevate Youth

26

5:00pm Weight Watchers 3:45pm Kid’s Club
7:00pm Inter-Church Council 7:05pm Elevate Youth
Meeting

18

10:00am Crafty Corner
5:00pm Weight Watchers
7:00pm UMW Meeting

11

4

9

3

Tuesday

9:15am Sunday School
10:10am Worship Service
Communion and Loose
Change Sunday

2

Monday
5:00pm Weight Watchers

Sunday

13

6

27

20

9:00am UFO Quilt Bee

Thursday
Friday

28

21

14

7

29

22

15

8

1

6:00pm Youth Lazer Tag
and Movie Night

Town of Roanoke Fall
Clean Up

9:00am Youth Room
Painting

Saturday

Seminary United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 40
Roanoke, IN 46783

Starting September 9
Sunday School – 9:00am
Worship Service – 10:00am

