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Eben-Ezer and Immanuel Lutheran 

Facebook/Radio Worship 

Ninth Sunday of Pentecost 

July 25, 2021 

 

WELCOME 
 

We gather – wherever you may be:  
 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P:  We give praise and glory to the Triune God – God the Father – God the Son – and God the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  We confess our sins – turning to God in faith – trust – and hope – that God will forgive us all our sins – and 

wash us clean – by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:  God of Forgiveness, 

We are totally immersed in sin and can do nothing to free ourselves.  We freely admit that we have turned 

away from you and act in sinful ways toward our neighbors – your creation – and even ourselves.  We do not 

live in the example that you set for us by your grace – compassion – and loving care.  Send your Holy Spirit 

upon us – so that we may live as your children – free from sin – and called to your love.  Amen. 
 

P:  People of God – though we fall far short of God’s will for our lives – God still loves us and brings 

forgiveness to us through the death of Jesus Christ upon the cross.  And we receive new life – as God’s 

children – through Jesus’ resurrection to new life.  Live in this certainty – that your sins are forgiven – and you 

are made clean and whole.  Amen. 

GREETING 
 

P:  The love and grace of the Triune God - God the Father, God the Son - and God the Holy Spirit – be with 

you all. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Faithful and Loving God, from you come all that is good and you bring life to all the world.  Fill us with your 

Holy Spirit so that we may witness to the forgiveness and life that come to all through your Son, Jesus Christ.   

Amen. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: 

Ephesians 3:14-21 
 

Our New Testament reading today is from Ephesians – Chapter 3 – verses 14-21.  The Apostle Paul writes - 

that as people of faith - we are rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human 

knowledge.  Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by 

the ongoing presence of the Holy Spirit.  This is Ephesians – Chapter 3 – beginning at verse 14: 
 

14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its 

name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your 

inner being with power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are 

being rooted and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, 

what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 

so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
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  20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can 

ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

R:  Word of God, word of life. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL: John 6: 1-21 
 

Our Gospel reading today comes from John – Chapter 6 – verses 1-21.  In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus 

are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character of God.  As such, they point to the power and 

compassion of God whose love knows no bounds.  This is John – Chapter 6 – beginning at verse 1: 
 

1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept following 

him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there 

with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and saw a large 

crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6He said 

this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would 

not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, 

said to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 

people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat 

down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed 

them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his 

disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them up, and 

from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When the 

people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the 

world.” 

  15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew 

again to the mountain by himself. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise be to God. 

SERMON 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS 

 

HOLY COMMUNION LITURGY 
 



3 

 

P:  Holy and everlasting God, 

We praise you for your gracious love of all that you have created.  Through your work among God’s people of 

every time and place you prepared the world for the coming of your Son – Jesus Christ.  We thank you that 

through his death upon the cross and in his rising to new life again – you bring life to all who believe in him as 

their Lord – and Savior.  We remember his presence with us as we confess that: 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the  

forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

We remember Christ’s presence with us in this bread and wine and humbly submit ourselves to his will for all 

the world.  Grant us strength to live as your people – freed from our sins – and called to proclaim your love 

and grace for all of creation.  All praise and glory be to you - our Father - by the power of the Holy Spirit – in 

the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P:  The table of the Lord is prepared.  All are invited to come to the Lord’s supper. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P:  Life-giving God, 

in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection 

you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people.  

Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 

BLESSING 

P:  May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy.  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
 

P:  Go in peace – serve God in love and hope.  Amen. 


