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WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

who calls us beloved children, who gathers us into one 

flock, who guides us into all truth. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will 

forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:  Faithful and just God, 

we confess that we are captive to doubt and fear, 

bound by the ways that lead to death.  We have not 

loved our sisters and brothers as you have first loved 

us.  Forgive us, God of mercy.  Let your Holy 

Spirit work in us to change our lives and make us 

new, that we may know the abundant life given in 

Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 

P:  In this is love, not that we loved God but that God 

loved us and sent the Son to atone for our sins.  In the 

name of + Jesus Christ, I announce to you that your 

sins are forgiven.  Let the perfect love of God cast out 

fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you to live for others. 
 

C:  Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN 
 

“BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS”    
 

LBW 370 
 

1 Blest be the tie that binds 

 our hearts in Christian love; 

 the unity of heart and mind 

 is like to that above. 
 

2 Before our Father’s throne 

 we pour our ardent prayers; 

 our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

 our comforts and our cares. 

 

3 We share our mutual woes, 

 our mutual burdens bear, 

 and often for each other flows 

 the sympathizing tear. 
 

4 From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

 and sin we shall be free; 

 and perfect love and friendship reign 

 through all eternity. 
 

Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt. 
 

GREETING 
 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of 

all your children a longing for your word and a 

hunger for your truth.  Grant that we may know 

your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share 

this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 4:42-44 
 

Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings 

that describes the miracles of Elisha, the successor to 

Elijah.  Here the prophet gives food to a hungry 

crowd.  Though there is not enough food to go around, 

Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and even more 

to satisfy the need. 
 

42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from 

the first fruits to [Elisha,] the man of God: twenty 

loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. 

Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.” 
43But his servant said, “How can I set this before a 

hundred people?” So, he repeated, “Give it to the 

people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They  
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shall eat and have some left.’” 44He set it before them, 

they ate, and had some left, according to the word of 

the LORD. 
 

R:  Word of God, word of life. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 145:10-18 
 

10All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 

 and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
    11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 

  and speak of your power, 
12that all people may know of your power 

 and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your  

     dominion endures throughout all ages. 

  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and  

     loving in all your works.  
14The Lord upholds all those who fall 

 and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 

  and you give them their food in due season. 
16You open wide your hand 

 and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
    17You are righteous in all your ways 

  and loving in all your works. 
18You are near to all who call upon you, 

 to all who call upon you faithfully.  
 

R:  Word of God, word of life. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:14-21 
 

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of 

Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge.  

Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are 

continuously strengthened and empowered by the 

ongoing presence of the Holy Spirit. 
 

14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 
15from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes 

its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his 

glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in 

your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17and 

that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as 

you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18I pray that 

you may have the power to comprehend, with all the 

saints, what is the breadth and length and height and 

depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 

knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the 

fullness of God. 

  20Now to him who by the power at work within us is 

able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can  
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ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

R:  Word of God, word of life. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia. A great prophet has risen among us!   

God has looked favorably on us! Alleluia. 
(Luke 7:16) 

 

GOSPEL: John 6:1-21 
 

In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called 

“signs,” because they reveal the true character of God. 

As such, they point to the power and compassion of 

God whose love knows no bounds. 
 

1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also 

called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept 

following him, because they saw the signs that he was 

doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat 

down there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the 

festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and 

saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to 

Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to 

eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew 

what he was going to do. 7Philip answered him, “Six 

months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of 

them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, Andrew, 

Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy 

here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what 

are they among so many people?” 10Jesus said, “Make 

the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of 

grass in the place; so they sat down, about five 

thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when 

he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who 

were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 
12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, 

“Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may 

be lost.” 13So they gathered them up, and from the 

fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who 

had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people 

saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This 

is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” 

  15When Jesus realized that they were about to come 

and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew 

again to the mountain by himself. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S WORD 
 

 

SERMON 
 



 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 
 

“HOW GREAT THOU ART” 
 

LBW 532 

 

1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

 consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

 I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

 thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 
 

Refrain 

 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

 how great thou art! How great thou art! 

 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

 how great thou art! How great thou art! 
 

2 When through the woods and forest glades I    

   wander, 

 I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

 when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

 and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 

Refrain 
 

3 But when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

 sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

 that on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

 he bled and died to take away my sin;  Refrain 
 

4 When Christ shall come, with shout of  

   acclamation, 

 and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

 Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

 and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou  

   art!”  Refrain 
 

Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989. 

Text © 1953 S.K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road, Pacific City, OR 

97135 (ASCAP). Renewed 1981. All rights reserved. (ASCAP) Duplication in any form 

prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under  

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
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PRAYERS 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P:  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.  

Day by day you shower us with blessings.  As you have 

raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and 

generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to 

those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION LITURGY 
 

P:   Holy God, 

Breath of life and Fire of love: with a mighty wind you 

brought creation into being, and by a pillar of fire you 

led your people into freedom.  We praise you for the 

gift of your Son, who poured out your Spirit on his 

disciples of every race and nation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 

took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and 

the sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit, we await 

his coming again to renew the face of the earth. 
 

Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this meal: 

anoint us with your gifts of faith, hope, and love, that, 

with thankful hearts, we may be witnesses to your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty 

Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both 

now and forever. 

C:   Amen 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 



 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  The table is prepared. All are invited to come. 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

“JUST AS I AM, WITHOUT ONE PLEA” 
 

LBW 296 
 

“BREAK NOW THE BREAD OF LIFE” 
 

LBW 235 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P:  Life-giving God, 

in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection 

you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new 

life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people. 

Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection 

that we may show your glory to all the world; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
 

C:  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

P:  May God who has brought us from death to life 

fill you with great joy.  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, 

and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
 

C:  Amen 
 

CLOSING HYMN 
 

“GO MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING” 
WOV 721  

 

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never 

alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my 

own. 

 In my love’s baptismal river 

 I have made you mine forever. 

 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my  

      own. 
 

4 

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and 

pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, what I 

can cure. 

 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 

 here you touched him, saw his glory. 

 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and  

pure. 
 

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to 

me. 

Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and 

free. 

 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

 here his tender comfort stilled you. 

 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and  

free. 
 

4 “I the Lord will bless and keep you, and give 

you peace. 

I the Lord will smile upon you, and give you 

peace. 

 I the Lord will be your Father, 

 Savior, Comforter and Brother. 

 Go, my children, I will keep you, and give you  

peace.” 
 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919 © 1983 Jaroslav J. Vajda Duplication in any form prohibited 

without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

P:  Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
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