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     Since I am exceedingly tired of talking about/writing about/discussing COVID-
19 I thought for my article this month I would share some of the things that I have 
been reading and listening to over the past months during this pandemic. 

     The first piece is a book, How (Not) to be Secular, by James K. A. Smith.  This 
book is a distillation and commentary on the epic masterwork, A Secular Age, by 
Charles Taylor.  I admit that I have never read A Secular Age, mostly due to the fact 
that it is close to 900 pages and even this somewhat simplified account of his 
thought is still quite scholarly.  With that said, for anyone who would like to wrestle 
with some fairly lofty concepts, this book offers an incredibly thought provoking 
account of our current society and how we got to where we are, culturally speaking.  
It deals with immanence vs. transcendence, with the things we unconsciously take 
for granted, how our world has become largely disenchanted – from viewing 

creation as a cosmos to viewing it as simply “the universe.”  Again, this is a more scholarly work, I had to pull out 
the dictionary (truthfully Google) more than a few times, but well worth the effort.  And if you are more of a nerd 
like me, you can get more commentary on Charles Taylor through another book, How to Survive the Apocalypse by 
Robert Joustra and Alissa Wilkinson.  This work takes these concepts and views them through the lens of pop 
culture by exploring popular movies and TV shows such as House of Cards, the Hunger Games, and Battlestar 
Galactica to name a few.  This one is less scholarly but touches on a fairly broad range of pop culture material.    

     Next, I have been listening to a podcast, which is a relatively new experience for me.  This is one for times 
when I find myself having to take a drive longer than 20 minutes or when I’m mowing the lawn.  The podcast is 
called The Sacramentalists and is the work of Fr. Wesley Walker and Fr. Myles Hixson.  They are both priests within 
the Anglican Province of America and discuss various topics from a solidly Anglo-Catholic perspective.  I would 
highly recommend this podcast to anyone wanting to deepen their knowledge of the various facets of our faith 
from the sacraments to the saints to what it means to be Anglican.  Find an episode that interests you and give 
them a listen.  The Sacramentalists is hosted on Anchor.fm. 

     And finally, there is always room for some C.S. Lewis.  Lately, as I’ve mentioned in a couple of recent 
sermons, I have been reading through The Weight of Glory, a collection of various sermons and addresses given by 
Lewis throughout his lifetime.  Each address is chock full of wonderful nuggets of wisdom that transcend time 
and occasion and speak as clearly today as they did in his time. 

     As a reminder, we will have forms in the bulletins in the coming weeks to gather names for remembrance on 
All Souls’ Day, on November 2nd which falls on a Monday this year.  This is a service where the names of all the 
faithful departed are read as we pray for our loved ones who have departed this life.  Names can also be submitted 
via email to the office for those attending virtually. 

     That is all for this month, and please remember during these difficult times that I am always available by email 
or phone for anyone in need of pastoral care or benevolence assistance. 

 

            In Christ, Fr. Alan Horton+      

 
Sunday sermons are recorded, each Sunday.  http://stgregorysmansfield.org/sermons.  

http://stgregorysmansfield.org/sermons
http://www.stgregorysmansfield.org/


St. Gregory’s Genealogy Research Group 
 

     Eastman’s On line Genealogy Newsletter is an excellent source of what 
is taking place in the genealogical community. It is published daily and it is 
FREE. His topics include changes and what is happening at Ancestry.com, My 
Heritage, Family Tree DNA, new products being introduced, just everything 
that one needs to know. Paste the following to your browser to subscribe, 
t tps://app.feedbl i tz.com/f/?Track=http://feeds.feedbl i tz.com/
eogn&publisher=119897. I extracted the following  from his letter of the 25th. 
 
     Vivid-Pix is recognized by genealogy and photography hobbyist 
communities as the fastest, easiest, and most affordable way to improve faded 
photos and unreadable documents, such as letters, immigration records, 
newspaper clippings, postmarks, and birth, wedding, and death certificates, as 
well as other crucial photos and documents essential to the research and 
sharing of family history, the second most popular hobby in the U.S.  
     Simplicity is the key to Vivid-Pix’s popularity. Family historians and photo 
lovers no longer need to learn complex software to improve their images or 
spend a lot of money on subscriptions or pay someone else to improve their 
treasures. Users can simply purchase RESTORE once, receive free updates, 
and with one-click and easy controls, RESTORE their memories. 
     Features of the New version of RESTORE: 

• EXIF and IPTC compliant metadata archiving: allows the user to see 
the history of the image, including info on the photographer or scanner, 
and add important information about the image and its content: people, 
place, historical insights, and more. 

• Crop/Recalculate: selects a specific area of the image to quickly focus 
on small important or unclear sections and improve just those areas of the 
image. 

• More image types: now fixes JPEG, TIFF, PNG, DNG, BMP, and RAW image files. 

• Organizes, notates, and automatically saves original and new improved images. 

• One-click AI software: easiest to use. 

• Low cost: with free 10-Fix trial. 
     Vivid-Pix RESTORE Launches Today at ACPL (Allan County Public Library, Ft. Wayne, Indiana), the Largest 
Genealogy Center in the U.S. 
     The new version of Vivid-Pix RESTORE is available now for Mac and Windows for $49.99 at: https://vivid-pix.com/
restore/buy.html with a 10 Free-Fix Trial without a credit card required at: https://vivid-pix.com/restore/free-trial.html. 
See Vivid-Pix RESTORE in action at: https://Vivid-Pix.com/restore. For more information, see the website at: https://
vivid-pix.com/. 
     Vivid-Pix was founded by Rick Voight and Randy Fredlund, who have a 
combined 47 years of experience from Eastman Kodak Co. They brought 
Kodak’s “You Press the Button, We Do the Rest” philosophy to the design of 
Vivid-Pix RESTORE AI software. 

***** 
     Nonprofit FamilySearch published its 8 billionth free searchable name from 
its worldwide historic record collections online. The milestone is even more 
astounding when you think that each name is someone’s ancestor—8 billion 
family connections just waiting to be discovered. Explore the free databases 
at FamilySearch.org.  
 
     More:  Genealogists Track Down Missing People After Devastating 

Fires,  Help Wanted: Allen County Public Library Seeks a New Executive 
Director,  RAF Air Force Lists and Thousands of Extra War Memorials 
Released by TheGenealogist 

          Phil Hawkins 

30 Sep 2020 ~ The Chant ~ 2 

October  Birthdays 
 
03 ~ Linda Wirt 
05 ~ Addison Horton 
06 ~ Martha Turner 
09 ~ Fr. Alan Horton 
12 ~ Angela Katanic 
18 ~ Dan Lemser 
20 ~ Arlene Hoffman 
21 ~ Bill Griffin 
27 ~ Jeff Baldwin 
28 ~ Harriet Motter 
28 ~ Phil Grubenhoff 
29 ~ Terry Black 
29 ~  Fritz Barowsky 
30 ~  Garrett Marshall 
 

October  Anniversaries   
 
06 ~ Jim & Jackie Rider, 65 yrs  
 

October  Memorials  
 
06 ~ Jim & Jackie Rider, 65 yrs  
 

 Mark Your October Calendar 
 
10 ~ St. Clara’s Guild,  9 am 
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 St. Clara’s Guild 

     On August 29, St. Clara’s Guild had our first meeting since 
February.  We now have a room designated for our use in the 
Parish Hall so all of our meetings will be held there.  The 
room has a fresh coat of paint, thanks to Trice Edwards, Bill 
Griffin, and Robert Bloomfield.  We were able to get three 
cabinets where we can store our supplies.  Clyde Reed very generously 
donated Betty’s fabric cutting table, sewing machine cabinet, and antique 
wooden sewing machine cover.  Several of us had learned to cut fabric and 

make our first quilts on this cutting table, so the donation meant a lot to us.  We had a portable machine that had 
been donated to us by Winnie Saunders and it was mounted in the cabinet that Clyde provided, so we now always 
have a sewing machine available for use. 
     Someone made a generous donation to the St. Clara’s Guild and we have been able to use it to buy a great 
variety of quilting supplies.  We sincerely appreciate this very unexpected gift. 
     At our August meeting, we created two fleece blankets that are suitable for children.  They were quick and easy 
projects and we were able to work on them and remain socially distant from each other while working. 
     Our next meeting will be on October 10 at 9:00 AM, and we will be cutting strips of fabric for our next quilt.   
                        

  Barbara Edwards 

Daughters of the Holy Cross  
  
    The Order of the Daughters of the Holy Cross are once again participating in the Samaritan's Purse 
Operation Christmas Child.  Because of the Covid-19, we decided to just donate money on-line instead 
of getting boxes and filling them with  items.  Go to their website, https://samaritanspurse.org/what-
we-do/operation-christmas-child/. 
      Please prayerfully consider giving to this worthy project. The National Collection week is November 16th-
23rd.                   

                Blessings,  Bernice 

Order of St. Luke  
 

Kingdom Life 

Celebrating the creativity, simplicity and delight of the kingdom of God 
 

     The kingdom of God, this cross-centred and consequently abundant spiritual acreage of restoration, is the most 
fascinating place in which to spend one’s days. It’s exciting, enthralling, possessive, magnetic, thrilling and joyful, 
full of incident and over flowing with glory to the Son of God. It’s a miraculous place, literally;  it is heaven on 
earth and everyone is invited to live there. 
     The great danger that faces all of us who don’t long to take this kingdom step, but whose habit-hearts long to 
stay with the Reubenites on the eastern shore of the river Jordan, is not that we’ll make a complete failure of life, 
or that we’ll fall back into out-and-out secularism, or be terribly unhappy —none of these things. No, the real 
danger is that we may miss grasping life’s greatest meaning, be unable to reach its highest good, miss out on its 
deepest and most lasting joy;  so we wont be equipped to serve, we’d be unaware of life on fire with the light of the 
presence of the kingdom of God, and be content to have it like this —that’s the danger. 
     It’s frightening to think that one day we could wake up and find that we’ve been so busy with the trappings and 
husks of church life that we’ve missed life itself. Life without our vibrant, active and restoring God, for anyone 
who has known the joy and richness of walking with him in his miraculous Eden-style kingdom on earth, would be 
impossible and unthinkable. That sort of life is what I pray my fellow Christians may be spared - being satisfied 
with a life that falls somewhere short of the best. Till next time, if God wills it.    Revd Mike Endicott   
  

               Heinz Liedke, Diocesan Convener 
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Our Clergy and Staff 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him”                                                                                                                                 

John 13:16 
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